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Philippians 3 (Part 1) — Hold true to what we have attained. 
Look out for the dogs, the evildoers and the flesh mutilators.
2 August 2026

To write the same things to you is no trouble to me and is safe for you (Phi 3:1 ESV)


V11-14


The Christian’s joy and desire: ‘the resurrection from the dead’ ‘by any means possible’ (Phi 3:11 ESV)


Why? > in order that I may gain Christ (Phi 3:8 ESV) 


Christ the goal of life


No trouble to me (Phi 3:1 ESV)


The righteousness that revealed the balance sheet of life


What constitutes assets and profits for anyone in this world?


What Paul thought of these assets and profits when he was made Christ’s ‘own’:


Answer: 1. Confidence in the flesh (Phi 3:4 ESV) > worth not a damn thing when 


2. Dangerously asset diluting and impairing of the real value which is Christ


What God’s teaching on righteousness teaches Man from the Gospel should be: THE ONLY THING OF ANY WORTH IN GOD’S EYES, IS TO BE IN UNION WITH CHRIST


Sabbath keeping as a way of… Sure (c.f. Acts 3.3 etc). But not worth a damn thing.


Baptism as a way to be part of the ‘visible’ church e.g. ‘infant’ baptism? Sure (c.f. Rom 14). But not worth a damn thing.


Union with Christ  Worshipping by the Spirit OF GOD and glorying in Christ means:


Put no confidence in the flesh (Phi 3:3 ESV)


Seeing what/who is really the treasure: whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. (Phi 3:7 ESV)


Seeing “rubbish” (Phi 3:8 ESV) (σκύβαλα (Phi 3:8 BNT)) for what it really is


To gain Christ, one needs to 


Whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ (Phi 3:7 ESV)


For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ (Phi 3:8 ESV)


Be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith (Phi 3:9 ESV)


To know Christ and be known by Him and be found in Him, one must  
Renounce and Reject all which oppose salvation 


‘dogs’


‘those who mutilate the flesh’ (Phi 3:2 ESV)’


‘the evildoers’ (Phi 3:2 ESV)


Beware Idolatry!


Ockham’s razor: Flesh vs spirit 


And therefore, one must not only be opposed to those who are not like Christ, one must be like Christ if one is for Christ


Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord (Phi 3:1 ESV)


The goal that is the gift of Christ to us: Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. (Phi 3:12 ESV)
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