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Yes, you have salvation. Now work it out.
cf. Philippians 2:12-13

5 July 2026

A difficult passage historically for Protestantism


Phi 2.12 in context


‘Therefore’ / ‘So Then’


‘Work Out’


The ‘carrying out of their salvation’ then is rooted in several motivating realities:


Reality No 1: The minister’s loving ministry and their past to present response


Reality No 2: The God and His work and plan and purpose behind and in and through that minister, ministry and response


‘Work out your salvation’ = A continuation of obedience


God’s Gospel Will: The biggest overarching single concept that frames the working out of salvation on the part of all Christians is the source of all Christian being and understanding and living from God and for God.


God’s work


The singular concept is Christ– all is of this.


God has been working at you being v15-16 so we must work out this salvation till the end …


…‘with fear and trembling’


The Day of Christ


The Children of God, shining with blamelessness, in fulfilment of the OT. Each person is converted in contrast to the OT people


The carrying out of salvation means actual effective living out of the Gospel and godliness according to its standard


The Unity of the One-soul people of God as the basic form of this ‘working out’ of salvation


An important effect of being ‘worked out’ children of God in salvation: shining as his lights, which also equals evangelistic capacity


Christ and his ministry through his ministers in this case, Paul. This also draws upon God himself and his work and will in us in the Gospel.


‘The word of life’ (Phi 2:16)


The reality of the people of God as a single unity


Opposition and the Suffering of Christ’s people


Evangelistic character and Evangelism


Gladness and joy for all who are for God’s glory in His people
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Did Jesus really say that?
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