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We can still be happy when jerks cause the gospel to advance. cf. Philippians 1:12-18

17 May 2026

Is there a Wait-What? in 1.12-18a?


Troubling Wait-What? expressions:


- what kind of ‘Christians’ are these?


- how can the proclamation of Christ from non-Christian motivations be (legit)?


What is at stake:


Opening up to Paul’s perspective:
The practical outcome of ‘what has happened’ (Phil. 1:12):


- The spread of the Gospel cf. ‘Christ is proclaimed’ (Phil. 1:18)


- Increase in boldness


The paradigmatic intent of all of v12-18a, even the 4 chapters of writing: I want you to know (Phil. 1:12)


God is sovereign:


The center: Christ


The foundation and source – Trinitarian anthropology


The structural bond: participation and unity in the Spirit


The capability: being like Jesus 


Progress and development: Paul’s joy is defined by the reality of God’s Trinitarian gift of life abounding in God’s people 


The limits: none really.


The manifesting of this in a key emotion – joy


In a word, he is full of God’s love.


The prayer


The basic formula – binary


This Wait-What? is a real challenge to us to be like this.
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Did Jesus really say that?
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