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Philippians 1:1-11 – This is my prayer for you
3 May 2026
On reading Philippians


‘it is my prayer that’ (1:9)


‘your love may abound more and more,’ (1:9)


Not possible for the average human being


‘with knowledge and all discernment,’ (1:9)


The intended outcome of Paul’s prayer


Not possible for the average human being


What happens to all Christians when they are regenerated


Sanctified


Brought into the holy presence of life with God in/through/by/for Christ


Not by religious works


‘Slaves of Christ Jesus’


Every Christian is therefore a partner/participant in this Gospel, rejecting behaviour and thinking of the previous life


The context of all prayer for God’s will


Threats to the life of joy


The source of all opposition and problems for ministry


But the implicit warning of the letter to all Christians is:


The anchor of our hope – the return of the Lord Jesus


A prayer for leaders


The prayers of leaders:


Christianity is a prayer for a joyful loving life


The joyful service of a slave
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The Joy of the Beloved in Christ
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