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“The Lord Bless You and Keep You” is not for the nations.

22 March 2026

It’s good that you want to bless others, but…


“The Lord Bless You and Keep You” is for the people of Israel.


Israel are God’s special people, whom God loves. God has put His name upon them, taking them in as His household. He has a special relationship with them.


God blesses the “people of Israel” because they have a special relationship with Him. In fact, the relationship is the blessing.


So why would God bless and keep the other nations with whom He has no relationship? Or make His face shine upon them?


God is at war with all ungodliness.


It’s a miracle that any sinner at all – including the people of Israel – has a special relationship with a holy God and is blessed by Him. But God so loved the world.


If you love God, you will not easily give this Benediction away to others.
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Did Jesus really say that?
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