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No Longer Slaves, but Sons: Adoption — Our New Identity in Christ

Sunday, 19 July 2026
Introduction
Paul: ‘Who are you, Lord?’ (Acts 9:5; cf., 9:20; Gal. 4:4)



TEXT 1:	‘You have not received a spirit of Slavery to fear; you have received the Spirit of Adoption to Sonship’ (Rom. 8:15a)

‘a spirit of slavery to fear’ 				(OLD IDENTITY)




‘you have received the Spirit of Adoption’ 		(NEW IDENTITY)




TEXT 2:	‘When we were underage, we were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world’ (Gal. 4:3)

A. Allegorical Interpretation:



Problems with this:  




B. Traditional Interpretation:

Illustration (vv. 1-2)
     ‘enslaved to the elementary principles of the world’ 		(OLD IDENTITY)


Application (vv. 3-7)
     ‘But… you received the Spirit of adoption to sonship (v. 4) 	(NEW IDENTITY)
     ‘you are no longer a slave but a son’  (v. 4ff.) 			(NEW IDENTITY)




TEXT 3: 	Sons of Disobedience… Children of Wrath become Adopted Sons and Daughters in Christ (Eph. 2:2-3)

 ‘sons of disobedience’ (2:2).	(OLD IDENTITY)



‘children of wrath’ (2:3) 		(OLD IDENTITY)



‘In love He predestined you for adoption to Sonship in Christ’ 	(NEW IDENTITY)



Conclusion:

Paul: ‘Who are you, Lord?’


You: Who are you?
Our New Identity as God’s sons and daughters is in Christ, NOT social media!
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