


Session 3

Courtship – the How from the When from the What from the Who


Getting wisdom on who you shouldn’t marry through a reverse engineering of the idolatry that manifests in the slow sliding into marriage of dating + courtship


‘Ways’ to ‘drift into a wedding’ in God-purposeless idolatry


Sealing the deal before signing the SPA: Sex before marriage


- What is sex for?


Marrying a boyfriend/girlfriend, not a husband/wife - Attraction before marriage


- What is courtship?


Confusing feelings for a marriage: Romance before marriage


- What is love then?


Myopia: confusing a day for a lifetime: The wedding obsession – the temple of idolatry in our modern world


Remember: Marriage is whoever God marries you to


The Who you’ll at least need to marry


- character, character, character


… the mindset and heart-set of the one who is deeply rooted in the Lord and from him flows out children of the Lord – a house built by God from bottom to top, a living temple


How character will play out in women’s roles: For the man as it pertains to leadership; For the woman as it pertains to working together as a unit


- temperament and personality


And what about the physical side of things? Money? Education?


The Bible is overwhelmingly biased toward love between God’s people


Other concerning ‘criteria’


The asymmetry of marriage for the courtship decision – headship vs. submission


The disciple’s stance: A contented courtship – the God-willingness to walk in, and walk out


The Why The Whos Hows


What is meant to set Courtship apart from Dating is its capacity to come closer to reality


The Church and your courtship


- Are you in a good church for courtship?


What courtship cannot do


The When


Some facts: 


Biology 101


Vs. marriage is ‘till death do us part’


Breaking up and Asking-out culture in CERC


You are not married until you are because once you're married, you are.


The SEAL motto: Fast is slow, slow is fast. Progressing at pace


Getting the time that is needed for the above


The Whens of Why  What  Who  When  How


A final reminder: What would ___ say to you as you ask someone out / break up


The future you(s) as parents
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