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Alliteration
The repetition of the same letter or sound at 

the start of adjacent words. 

“James’s careful stare cut clean through the 

crude clothes, cosmetics and caps and 

cardigans and into the soul.” 

e.g.

Analysis advice: Alliteration either 1) mimics a 

real sound or 2) elicits an emotion or abstract 

idea. The hard 'k' sounds in the example 

create feelings of intensity and intimidation.

Sibilance
The repetition of the 's' and 'sh' sounds. 

“The soothing sounds of the sleeping sea 

lulled Alex into a deep and satisfying 

slumber.” 

e.g.

Analysis advice: Almost always, sibilance 

creates a calm tone and mood by slowing 

down the pace of the sentence. In some cases, 

sibilance can create a harsh hissing sound that 

instead creates discomfort in the reader.
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Situational irony
When the reader's expectation clashes with 

what happens in the book, play, comic, etc. 

“If ever I get married, I’ll certainly try to forget 

the fact.” 

                                                   - Oscar Wilde 

e.g.

Situational irony is all about unexpected 

occurrences. We conventionally hold 

marriage to be an extremely significant life 

event. The unexpected attitude to "forget" it 

makes for a humorous effect.

Dramatic irony
When the audience knows information that 

one or more characters do not know. 

In Shakespeare’s Macbeth, we the audience 

know that Macbeth killed the king, but the 

other characters in the play do not know this. 

e.g.

Dramatic irony creates tension and foreboding. 

It can be used to characterize someone's 

ignorance because they don't know a crucial 

fact known to others.
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Oxymoron
When contradictory words are used next to 

each other. 

"I think, feel with my heart, head. The brush of 

her icy warmth against my skin sets off a 

small avalanche in my beating, stony heart.”

e.g.

The contradicting words in “icy warmth”, “small 

avalanche”, and “beating, stony” convey the 

internal war that rages on between passionate 

love and careful restraint. In general, oxymoron 

conveys some form of inner or outer conflict.

Caesura
When a pause occurs in the middle of a line in 

a poem. The pause is created by a comma, full 

stop, exclamation mark, etc. 

"Walking past police…eyes down, head down," 

Feel his laser eyes… Where are they aiming?’ 
e.g.

Caesura is an extremely versatile literary 

technique. It can slow down a poem's pace to 

suggest hesitation and uncertainty (see 

above). Caesura can also make the speaker 

sound contemplative. It all depends on the text!
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