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How Indian democracy
survived the Emergency

+ was the summer of 1976. In Mainpuri,
Utkar mdﬁh.asdmkwwaymnight.a
gathering of people enjoyed a friendly chat
atthe of a prominent persot in
the mﬁm,hmbdstmegaﬂiering.a'[raﬂrrm‘l.his
face partially nbsmu'edhyamul.armedand
prostrated at the host's feet. His body trembled
like a dried, yellow leaf, his distress palpable
He was a washerman with a tale.
from a village nearby.
'{b&rsm-eamingdwnmsiane.Mremumad
how a minor altercation a few days ago had
taken an turn, He belleved the mat-
tﬁhmdhwnseuled.hutm‘mﬂgmrehr -
estimated the situation. The with whom
he had quarrelled had a relative who was @
police sub-inspector. A few days later, a police
team raided the washerman's
home. The charge: “Conspiring

pronounce thest words, Terms

indeed considered such actions nECEssary.
This week marks 50 years since the begin-
ning of the so-called anushasan parv, and the
memories of those days continue to stir me.
Apparently, Indira Gandhi imposed the
Emergency after the Allahabad High Court
anmulied her election. However, other darker
forces were at play. In the 1971 general elections,
she coined the slogan garibi
4472 Lok Sabha eandidates, winning 352 seats.
But she failed to eradicate garibi (paverty)and
unemployment, and a disfiasloned srudent
community and labourers took to the streetsto
vent their frustration. A womar whiowas k-
ened to Durga during the h camipaign
was now seen as & failed ruler and the Emer-

gency was the h&tga.mbltu[ammercd Prime

During this period, a cam-
paign of nasbandi (forced sterili-
mﬁnn]magrmsmlypmmed.
allegedly at the behest of her

son, Sanjay Gandhi. ILis

that were entirely alien to him widely alleged that this was an
jus:;:huun;s ago. Fﬁl’mﬁ. 50 i EARS OF attempt 0 eurh the growth of
on the - minori ulations, with
ontredayottiepuroretin EMERGENCY  palee I PRy raiding sete
Had he been home, he would —_— ments of minorites and thevul-
have been apprehended and E nmbia.fu:cmgu:nmmmsterﬂi-

incarcerated for months under-the infamous
Maintenance of Internal Security Act (MISAL

Surprisingly, those presentat the bungalow
that evening were initially sceptical. They
assumed he was talking through his hat, taking
mmuneﬁ:raﬁdemmlda minor inconven-
mnmﬁmmrer.hissmpmm:hﬂm:glym.
Afterintervention from the district authorites,
the matter was resolved. Yet, his case was a
more COMMOn OCCUTTEnce than people
belicved.

During those dark days of Emergency,
approximately 35,000 individuals were
demined under MISA, and over 75,000 under
the equally notorious Defenee of Indla Rules
{Dﬁ],hﬂﬂﬁmmmmﬁtﬂduﬁﬂmﬂ-
Dus uﬂlﬁr'lmﬁ.rm!g]ﬂgirumasyuungnsmne
mmaﬂycarsaiage.mdmiumssmnnad
the entire political spectrum, with the excep-
tion of the and the Commumnist Party
ofm&h.m&m@mcmmnﬁsmnm such
extremes?

During the Emergency, the bureaucracy,
hand in glove with the
alarmingly autocratic. Despite the draconian
measures, the initial days of the Emergency
paradoxically brought a sense of order that

people welcomed. Trains began running

£as WETe  and the nsidious practice of
bribes to expedite files seemed to vanish.
Classes in schools were conducted regularly,
and street hooliganism largely digappeared.
Vinoba Bhave, a close associate of Mahatma
Gandhi, even lauded the Emergency as anus-
hasan parv(era of discipline). Mi and
elderly peaple often remar that it feltas if
ﬂmﬁ:neufﬂmﬁriﬂshﬂalmﬂurhadrmmmd,
an era where “sher aur bakri ek hi ghat s¢ paafi
fP:;m the” (the lion and the goat drank water
m the same place], implying & return o
strl:tbutfairgmemanctlt might seem aston-
mmmﬂﬂmmm.mmmﬂmw

sation. While jzolated incidents may have
m‘red.lvivl:iiyﬁcallfamihr planning being
moted as a national campaign. Senior offi-
+ven undeclared quotas, and they, in
turn, pressured their subordinares, SugEesting
that those with three children should undergoe
sterilisation for their benefit.
such as the Turkman Gate demoli-
tions unfolded in New Delhi The government
machinery, with bulldozers and a large
police contingent, descended upon the Turk-
man Gate area in the name of beantification”
When residents resisted, they were shot at,
resulting inan undisclosed number of deaths
and injuries. The governiment never released
mcmctﬂng.andﬂ-Emedin. already muz-
2led, could not effectively report on i During
that time, many Dewspd were forced to £t
pre-publication approval from the district
administration for their content. .
Thuﬁcwcmwuljrmaﬂarkdnysnfuﬂlndmn
Republic. Pupul Jayakar, [ndira Gandhl's
friend, later wrote in her book how even Indira
wras disturbed by these aberrations. She sought
:mmlﬁummphimmpmrlmshnmm.
andttmsmnral’termisspuimalmﬂmﬂmﬂm
she daﬁdudmlifttheﬂnergfnqrandcaﬂfnr
glections, according to Jayakar, The Congress
lostthe | elections in 1877, and the Janata
Party won office. How Indira Gandhi later
repurned to power i another story, but 50 years

on, while remembrance of those days brings

mgret.ﬂaereisaimimmense pridethat despite
mmhlingsuhadly.wemdiansmkme{a!! ot
wr-:hln.bmshedufftrmmnandmmmfpr&
served our dempcracy butachieved new mile-
StOneS u[dzvclupmemmrerthtfm!uwlngdm
ades. ;

W can all be proud of this enduring demo-
cratic and never-say-die spirit of our country-
e
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