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Can you briefly describe your
experience as an educator? 

Throughout my career, I’ve

gained  a wide experience and

knowledge of the educational

sector through my work with

schools all over the world, from

the US, to China, the UK, Rus-

sia, and Eastern Europe.

Specifically, from 1995 to

2002, I was the chairman of the

European Business School

London at Regent’s University

in the UK. Then I moved from

higher education to primary

schools and joined Nord Anglia

Education  as managing direc-

tor of its schools division, also

located in the UK.

More recently, I was the

CEO of World Class Learning

Group, which is an organisa-

tion that developed the Inter-

national Primary Curriculum,

currently adopted by more

than 1,000 primary schools

globally. World Class Learning

Group also operates many

British schools in the US and

Middle East.

When I first came to Viet-

nam for advisory work at

VAS, I was impressed with

how hard-working, friendly

and studious Vietnamese stu-

dents were. This has com-

pelled me to become more

engaged in the educational

sector here and contribute to

the development of Ho Chi

Minh City and Vietnam.

In your opinion, how is the
Vietnamese educational envi-
ronment  different from other
places? What approach will
you apply in Vietnam, in gen-
eral and in VAS, in particular?

After working with educa-

tional bodies around the world,

I’ve learned that the educa-

tional environment varies a lot

from one country to another.

Thus, we should take different

approaches for different coun-

tries and acknowledge that the

same method will not yield the

same results across regions. 

The educational sector in

Vietnam, from my perspective,

is under the influence of many

forces. The first one, of course,

is the government and the na-

tional curriculum. Then there

are rapid economic develop-

ments, especially with numer-

ous free trade agreements in the

pipeline. This will boost the de-

mand for quality education

from both employers and par-

ents in Vietnam. The need for a

workforce with proficient Eng-

lish communication skills will

dramatically increase. 

I believe this is a great de-

velopment ground for VAS, be-

cause we offer the national

curriculum as put forward by

the Vietnam Ministry of Educa-

tion and Training (MoET) com-

bined with world-renowned

Cambridge programmes for

students from grade 1 to 12.

This approach as a “middle

ground” between a traditional

Vietnamese school and an in-

ternational school will help

VAS satisfy the demand of the

Vietnamese educational envi-

ronment.  

With this approach, we help

our students to maintain their

national identity, cultural values

and Vietnamese linguistic abil-

ity whilst providing them with

an international education pass-

port and solid English skills.

We’ll nurture them to be Viet-

namese citizens who can per-

form well in the global

environment, following the

VAS core values of Excellence,

Confidence, Integrity, Team-

work, Respect, Passion and Na-

tional Pride. 

How does the dual system at
VAS work?

VAS is a pioneering school

in Vietnam that adopts a dual

educational system. We cur-

rently offer two study pathways

for students, which are tailor

made to their academic ability,

level of entry and future goals.

The first pathway combines

the Vietnamese National Cur-

riculum with the Cambridge In-

ternational Programme.

Students following this path-

way will graduate with both the

Vietnamese high school gradu-

ation diploma and the Cam-

bridge IGCSE certificate,

which is accepted worldwide

by universities and employers.

We’re working towards provid-

ing the full Cambridge A-level

programme at VAS to students

upon their completion of the

IGCSE.

The second pathway in-

cludes the Vietnamese National

Curriculum with the Intensive

English Proficiency Pro-

gramme, which is based on the

Cambridge ESOL programme.

After finishing this pathway,

students will be presented with

the Vietnamese high school

graduation diploma and the

Cambridge Advanced English

certificate, which is equivalent

to IELTS scores of 6.5 to 7.5. 

Both pathways put great

emphasis on the Cambridge In-

formation and Communication

Technology subject, which

equips students with relevant IT

skills for their further study at

English-speaking universities.

In terms of English classes, I

can proudly say that VAS offers

the highest number of hours for

English compared to other

bilingual schools.

For both pathways, VAS

places students at the center of

what we do educationally, by

emphasizing critical thinking

and active learning. As the

workload for dual systems can

be heavy,  VAS teachers of the

national curriculum and Cam-

bridge programmes always

work closely together to reduce

overlap and provide study guid-

ance for students.

After more than a decade of
operations, VAS has become a
well-known brand among
bilingual schools in Vietnam.
Can you elaborate on how you
will take VAS to the next level? 

First and foremost, my per-

sonal motto is that whatever

method we choose, I’ll always

strive to be transparent, con-

structive and direct. This

mindset of mine is welcomed

at VAS, which has impressed

me. The school has a genuine

willingness to improve contin-

uously even when it is doing

well. tI’ll establish a ground

rule at VAS, which allows

everyone to make mistakes

and learn from their mistakes.

I strongly believe that mistakes

are vital for improvement,

rather than “saving face” and

steering clear of making mis-

takes. This is in my view natu-

ral in any education process.

Secondly, I’ll put a great

emphasis on helping VAS stu-

dents acquire life-long  learn-

ing skills in addition to the

core basic knowledge, because

in today’s fast-paced world,

knowledge can become obso-

lete in an instant. Thus, stu-

dents should have the skills to

absorb new knowledge

quickly and adapt to new envi-

ronments as fast as possible. 

Thirdly, I’ll work with my

colleagues at VAS and the par-

ents to create a true English-

speaking environment for

students. It is crucial to have

strong continuous collabora-

tion between VAS and the par-

ents, including helping

students foster their English

ability both at school and at

home. 

We’ll also co-operate with

MOET to improve our dual

system and expand the system

to other parts of Vietnam. Fur-

thermore, VAS plans to open

new campuses in and outside

Ho Chi Minh City to accom-

modate a greater number of

students. 

How about extra-curricular
activities? 

At VAS, we strongly en-

courage students to become

well-rounded individuals. As a

result, we offer the Core Val-

ues & Life Skills Education

Programme, which will nur-

ture students’ character and en-

hance their

psychological-social skills. 

Apart from that, there are

various student clubs, summer

programmes, field trips, and

overseas study counselling.

We also have fund-raising ac-

tivities and charity trips to or-

phanages, and are currently

selecting three community

projects for long-term support. 

It is worth noting that all of

the extra-curricular activities

at VAS are fully conducted in

English to align with our Eng-

lish-speaking environment

policy and give students extra

space to practice their English. 

Thank you for sharing! 

VAS: Ready for a giant leap forward
Marcel Van Miert, the new Chairman of Vietnam
Australia International School (VAS), spoke with
VIR’s Nam Phuong about his ambition to usher in
another era of excellence at the school. 

As Vietnam primes itself for international integration, the need for an English-speaking workforce has become a pressing concern


