Introductory Message
Welcome to the Asia CEO Awards, the biggest annual business awards in the region!
For years, we have given recognition to the most outstanding leaders and executives,
to the most deserving companies, and to the most inspiring stories. This year, we are
continuing this tradition of recognizing the best practices in the industry and moving more
companies to follow this path of excellence with 14 prestigious awards, carefully selected
and adjudicated by our esteemed board of judges, with the help of the PwC.
We are not just after beautiful trophies or titles. The Asia CEO Awards is a bridge to
building this country, by bringing together the best of the best to create a community and a
movement that will pull more leaders into this circle of excellence.
We are what excellence is.
We are the future of this country.
We are the Asia CEO Awards.
Cheers to a brighter, better, and bolder Philippines ahead!
Let’s Build This Country!

Richard Mills

Welcome Message
It’s been another historic night here at the Marriott Grand Ballroom, and we would like to take this
opportunity to thank everyone who came down to show their support for the Asia CEO Awards.
While it may seem that not everyone is going home tonight with awards, it is with great pride that we can
say everyone is going home tonight a winner. You have made big steps in contributing to the growth of
the Philippines. You who have gathered tonight represent the best in your industries. You have won the
power to influence more people to join our cause and care for the country. Better industries and leaders
make a better country. And a better country produces greater opportunities to improve the lives of its
citizens. You contributing to that, each of you, and that should make you glow with pride.
Your accomplishments may seem little at first, but as more people embrace our vision of encouraging
excellence not just for yourselves and your companies, but striving for excellence for the betterment of
the country, it will make a difference. Every wildfire starts with a single spark. Every revolution starts
with a single powerful statement.
We have been doing this for several years now, but every year, it’s amazing to see more people getting on
board. Let’s keep it strong, consistent, never giving up, never yielding. No one got to the finish line by
standing still. They trained hard, worked hard and ran with all their might. This is how they took home
the gold.
Let this be a reminder that no matter the challenges, the finish line is in sight. Let’s aspire to greater
achievements in the near future.
Again, thank you for being here tonight and wishing you all a successful year ahead! See you next year!

Bruce Winton
Cluster General Manager
Marriott Manila
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SPI Global Technology Company of the Year
WEnergy Green Company of the Year
ICM CSR Company of the Year
Sitel Service Excellence Company of the Year
Regus Entrepreneur of the Year
JLL Expatriate Executive of the Year
Smart Enterprise Global Filipino Executive of the Year
Kalibrr Top Employer of the Year
CNN Executive Leadership Team of the Year
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Dinner
Intermission by The Opera Belles
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Acknowledgements by Richard Mills
ASIA CEO: Through the Years - A Celebration of Excellence
Judging Process
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Lifetime Contributors of the Year
Healthway Wellness Company of the Year
Philam Group Young Leader of the Year
i-Remit Heart for OFW’s Company of the Year
United Neon Most Innovative Company of the Year
LBC Business Solutions SME Company of the Year
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Intermission

Board of Judges
CESAR PURISIMA

CHARITO PLAZA

DON FELBAUM

Cesar was Secretary of Finance for the Philippines
when the country achieved its first-ever
investment grade credit from the three major
credit-rating agencies and became one of the
world fastest growing tiger economies. He was
named Finance Minister of the Year 5 times by
various awarding bodies and is a recipient of the
Lifetime Contributor award at Asia CEO Awards
2017. A certified public accountant, Purisima was
chairman and managing partner of professional
services firm, SGV & Co.

Charito is Director General of Philippine
Economic Zone Authority (PEZA). She
was elected to 3 terms as congresswomen
representing Butuan City and Agusan del
Norte (Mindanao) and is the nation’s only
female Brigadier General of reserve forces.
She is former campaign manager for President
Rodrigo Duterte.

Don is former President of the American
Chamber of Commerce of the Philippines and
founder and chairman of the ICT Committee
and Health Committee.

DR. BERNIE VILLEGAS

JOSE CUISIA

JUN PALAFOX

Bernie is considered by many as the nation’s most
distinguished economist, author and professor.
Closely associated with the University of Asia and
the Pacific, he has been an advisor to 6 Philippine
Presidents. Bernie received a PhD from Harvard
University where he was one of the youngest ever
teaching fellows.

Jose is past Ambassador of the Philippines
to the United States of America and former
Governor of the Central Bank of the
Philippines. He is also vice-chairman in
the Philippine American Life and General
Insurance Co. Ambassador Cuisia is recipient
of the Lifetime Contributor award at Asia CEO
Awards 2015.

Jun is Principal Architect of world-renowned
architectural design and planning firm,
Palafox Associates. His firm is the first in
Southeast Asia to be ranked among the Top
200 firms in the world.

MARIFE ZAMORA

OSCAR SAÑEZ

RICHARD MILLS

Marife previously served as Managing Director
for Asia Pacific, Europe, Middle East and Africa
for Convergys, the country’s largest private sector
employer at the time. She is the 68th President of
the Management Association of the Philippines
and winner of the Global Filipino Executive of the
Year at Asia CEO Awards 2011.

Oscar is former CEO of well-respected IBPAP
(IT & Business Process Association of the
Philippines) and built the organization into a
global powerhouse. He was previously Managing
Director for Australia and New Zealand for
Proctor & Gamble. Oscar is currently VPInternational at San Miguel Purefoods. He is
recipient of the Lifetime Contributor Award at
Asia CEO Awards 2010.

Richard is former President of the Canadian
Chamber of Commerce of the Philippines.
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TERESITA SY-COSON

GOVERNOR AMANDO TETANGCO JR.

Teresita Sy-Coson has always been set on the path of greatness ever since she was young, as the eldest daughter of who would become
the father of the country’s biggest shopping mall chain, SM. In fact, her earliest memories of going to the bank go back to when she was
just 5 years old, and her first memories at 8 years old are days beside her father, selling shoes.

When he was young, he always thought that he was going to be a lawyer or a doctor. But after a short stint at accounting firm Sycip
Gorres Velayo & Co., straight out from college, he knew a different path to success was waiting for him. And so in 1974, after sending
a letter straight to office of then Central Bank Governor Gregorio Lecaros, he began his long and rigorous climb up the ladder of what
is now the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas.

Being exposed to the business scene at an early age enabled Sy to have the courage and the business savvy to pave her own path. At 22
years old, Sy has already opened her very first department store in Manila, and then shortly after, she helped her father jumpstart the
group’s first shopping mall, SM North Edsa. She could be largely credited for the rise of SM department stores as she was the president of
the SM Retail group from 1990 to 2010, opening 42 department stores during her time. She would be the genius behind the blockbuster
mass market format of SM department store, and then later on the entry of global and international brands.

From an employee at the BSP’s statistics department, Tetangco showed his financial acumen, pushing through the Asian financial
crisis in the late 1990s as the managing director for economic research and treasury. It was one of the most challenging moments in his
career, he says; one that they came out off by instituting reforms in monetary policy and bank regulation, to put the foreign exchange
market and the financial system back to stability.

Now, she is the vice chairman of SM Investments, the family-owned conglomerate that controls roughly $5 billion in annual revenue
from banking, property, hospitality, retail and malls. She is also the chairman of Banco de Oro Universal Bank, what is now the biggest
bank in the whole country with over 800 branches in the Philippines. Because of her business acumen and her success over the years,
it’s not surprising that she was named as the only Filipina in Fortune’s 50 Most Powerful Businesswomen in the World.

Eventually, he became deputy governor for the monetary sector, and then finally, the central bank governor in 2005. He became the
3rd governor of the BSP, and the only one to date that has served two terms under three different administrations. Under his terms,
BSP has issued several bank regulatory reforms, such as on risk management, capitalization increases, and asset quality, among others.
On monetary-policy side, it has continued enhancing its modeling and strategies for managing inflation.

“My father always told us if you want to do something, be the best,” she says. And this is why in whatever she does, she will not settle
for anything less.

Overall, in his 12-year stint, Tetangco boosted reserves, reined in inflation, kept the currency stable. and transformed the economy
into among the world’s fastest-growing. This is why it was not surprising that he was recognized as one of the very few best central
bankers in the world with the grade “A” rating from New York-based Global Finance magazine.
Michael Wan, an economist at Credit Suisse Group AG in Singapore says about Tetangco’s service: “Bangko Sentral is one of the most
well-respected and credible central banks in the region. Tetangco is to be credited for that. He has provided a very firm foundation for
inflation targeting and built up strong buffers for the economy.”
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