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Editorial......

It is heartening to note that our journal is able to sustain the enthusiasm
and covering various facets of knowledge. It is our hope that IJMER would
continue to live up to its fullest expectations savoring the thoughts of the
intellectuals associated with its functioning .Our progress is steady and we are in
a position now to receive evaluate and publish as many articles as we can. The
response from the academicians and scholars is excellent and we are proud to
acknowledge this stimulating aspect.

The writers with their rich research experience in the academic fields are
contributing excellently and making IJMER march to progress as envisaged. The
interdisciplinary topics bring in a spirit of immense participation enabling us to
understand the relations in the growing competitive world. Our endeavour will be
to keep IIMER as a perfect tool in making all its participants to work to unity
with their thoughts and action.

The Editor thanks one and all for their input towards the growth of the
Knowledge Based Society. All of us together are making continues efforts to
make our predictions true in making IJMER, a Journal of Repute

Dr.K.Victor Babu
Editor-in-Chief

SOCIAL SCIENCES, HUMANITIES, COMMERCE & MANAGEMENT, ENGINEERING &
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AN ANALYTICAL STUDY OF TAX GDPRATIO (WITH SPECIAL
REFERENCE TO INDIA AND CHINA)

Komal Jaiswal

Research Scholar

Dayalbagh Educational Institute
Agra, U.P

Abstract

Tax is the most important source of revenue for the government. Tax-
GDP ratio is generally considered as an indicator of the percentage of national
income that is contributed by the people in the form of tax and the relative share
of the government in the disposition of national income. Higher the tax-GDP
ratio, higher the contribution of tax in the national income which is a positive
sign for n economy. The study is an attempt to compare the Tax GDP ratio of
India and China and draw conclusions. The data has been analysed through T-
test using SPSS.

Keywords: Tax, Tax- GDP ratio, National Income.

Introduction

The tax-to-GDP ratio is a ratio of a nation's tax revenue relative to its
gross domestic product (GDP), or the market value of goods and services a
country produces. Taxes and GDP are generally related. The higher the GDP, the
more tax a nation collects. Conversely, countries with lower taxes produce a
lower GDP.
Tax revenue is income collected by governments through taxation. It includes
revenues from income taxes, social security contributions, and other items. Gross
domestic product is the total value of the final goods and services produced by a
nation’s economy during a given period. Therefore, Gross domestic product is
the difference between exports and imports.

Review of Literature

Dr. JVR Geetanjali & Mr.PR Venugopal (2018) “Impact of Direct Taxes on
GDP” The researcher made an attempt to study the impact of direct taxes on
GDP. Unit Root analysis, Heteroskedasticity test, Serial Correlation Test,
Normality tests are conducted to examine the strength of the data. Ordinary Least
Squares method is used to analyze the research Hypothesis. The study concluded
that there is a significant impact of Direct taxes on the growth of GDP.

Www.ijmer.in 1
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Mini Thomas P (2016) Tax Contribution of Service Sector:An Empirical
Study of Service Taxation In India : The researcher attempted to study the
service tax in India. The study finds that thecontribution of service tax towards
the Centre’s tax revenue is not commensurate with the highshare of services in
India’s GDP. The study finds that “business services” and ‘“real-estate
andownership of dwellings” have emerged as the major service tax revenue
earners in recent years.The study finds income elasticity of service tax revenue
collection to be less than 1, which whenjuxtaposed with India’s low tax-GDP
ratio, points to the existence of untapped revenue potentialfor service taxation in
the country.

Need of the Study

Tax is the most important source of revenue for the government. Tax- GDP ratio
is an important measure to analyse the contribution of taxation in GDP. Higher
the Tax-GDP ratio, higher the contribution of tax in GDP, which is a positive
sign.Therefore, this study is an attempt to analyse the Tax- GDP ratio of India
and China which would help in comparison of the two countries and suggest
measures for improvement.

Objectives of the Study
e To compare the Tax-GDP ratio of India and China.
e To suggest measures for the improvement.

Hypothesis
H.: There is no significant difference in the Tax-GDP ratio of India and China.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY:

A. Research Design: Explanatory and Analytical Research
B. Sample Size: This study covers tax revenue and GDP of India and China
from the assessment year 2011-2012 t02016-2017.

DATA COLLECTION:The data hasbeen collectedfrom secondary sources.
HISTORY OF TAXATION

INDIA:
It is one of the largest developing economies in the world. It is the 10™ largest
country in terms of GDP. The income tax was introduced in India from July 1,
1860, as a temporary measure to meet a financial emergency attendant upon the
first war of independence in 1858. This was to last for five years. It applied to all

Www.ijmer.in 2
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income, viz., income from land, or other property, business and profession,
interest as well as from salary. The assessment was to be annual. During the First
World War, the rates were increased, the highest rate being 6% applicable on
income above Rs. 25000. In 1922, the Income Tax Act was enacted. This Act
consolidated all the previous acts. The 1922 Act is a landmark in the history of
Indian income tax system. It was amended from time to time. The Income Tax
Amendment Act, 1939 made certain major changes. These included the
introduction of slab system, abolition of exemption limit. The 1922 Act was
replaced by the Income Tax Act, 1961, and is a comprehensive legislation. It
brought changes in all aspects of income taxation, i.e. administration, procedure of
assessment, and compliance to curb tax evasion.

CHINA:

China, a communist nation in East Asia, is the world’s most populous country. Its
vast landscape encompasses grassland, desert, mountain ranges, lakes, rivers and
14,500km of coastline. Soon after the Communist Party formed government in
1949 China initiated a socialist reconstruction of the economy. Private capital was
“nationalized” and foreign investment gradually left China. Some turnover taxes
and some property taxes were introduced and administered by the general tax
bureau. From 1956 to 1978, a strict Soviet-type command economy was practiced
and the private sector almost vanished. Industry and commerce were completely
controlled by publicly owned enterprises. State-owned enterprises delivered all
their profits to the government and turnover taxes were generally used to facilitate
the transfer of funds from enterprises to the government's coffer. At the peak of
the political and economic turmoil during the Cultural Revolution (1965-76), law
and order was in disarray, the role of taxation was disregarded, and the tax
department existed only in name. In 1978, a new economic policy was framed
which introduced a two track system- foreign track and domestic track. China
being a communist country following the principles of socialism depends largely
on the taxes for its revenue sources. Tax is the important element of the
macroeconomic policy of china and has a high impact on socio-economic
conditions in china. From the reforms in 1994, China has a well-structured
taxation system. There are currently 26 Types of taxes in china which according to
their nature can be divided into the following 8 categories: Turnover Taxes,
Income Taxes, Resource Taxes, Taxes for Special Purpose, Property taxes,
Behavioral Taxes, Agricultural taxes and Custom duties.

Www.ijmer.in 3
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ANALYSIS OF TAX REVENUE AND GDP

TABLE 1
GDP
YEAR CHINA( IN | INDIA (IN | EXCHANGE | CHINA
MILLION CROREYS) RATES (IN
YUAN) CROREYS)
2011-12 487976.2 8736329 8.0784 3937968
2012-13 525835.4 9944013 8.7478 4595801
2013-14 564194.4 11233522 9.6405 5438834
2014-15 603124.9 12467959 10.0656 6070452
2015-16 689052.1 13567192 10.273 7078632
2016-17 735355.0 15065010 6928074
9.4214
Source: India- Ministry of Finance China- National Bureau of statistics, China
TABLE 2
TOTAL TAX REVENUE
YEAR CHINA( IN INDIA (IN EXCHANGE CHINA (IN
100 MILLION CRORES) RATES 100 CRORES)
YUAN)
2011-12 100614.28 1467890 8.0784 811957
2012-13 110530.70 1716117 8.7478 966812
2013-14 119175.31 1879143 9.6405 1148010
2014-15 124922.20 2040027 10.0656 1257412
2015-16 130360.73 2384421 10.273 1339196
2016-17 144369.87 2684384 1360166
9.4214

Source: India- Ministry of Finance  China- National Bureau of statistics, China
TABLE 3
TAX GDP RATIO

YEAR | CHINA | (IN%) | INDIA (IN %)
2011-12 0.20 20 0.16 16
2012-13 0.21 21 0.17 17
2013-14 0.22 22 0.17 17
2014-15 0.20 20 0.16 16
2015-16 0.19 19 0.18 18
2016-17 0.19 19 0.18 18

This table clearly indicates that the Tax-GDP ratio of India is increasing and same
is the case with China. But the Tax-GDP ratio of China is growing at a higher

Www.ijmer.in 4
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percentage than India. Thus it is clear that India need to take certain measures for
the improvement.

ANALYSIS OF HYPOTHESIS

H.: There is no significant difference in the Tax-GDP ratio of India and China.

Paired Samples Statistics

Mean N Std. Deviation |Std. Error Mean
INDIA  |17.0000 6 .89443 .36515
CHINA ]20.1667 6 1.16905 AT726
Paired Samples Correlations
N Correlation |Sig.
INDIA & CHINA 6 -.383 454

Paired Samples Test

Paired Differences
95% Confidence
Interval of the
Std. | Std. Difference
Deviati | Error
Mean| on Mean | Lower | Upper t df Sig. (2-tailed)
INDIA )
. 3.1661.72240| .70317 |-4.97422] -1.35912 | -4.503 5 .006
CHIN 67
A

As the p value is more than .005, the null hypothesis stands accepted which means
that there is no significant difference in the Tax-GDP ratio of India and China.

CONCLUSION
The Tax-GDP ratio is an indicator of the contribution of tax in GDP. Tax-GDP

ratio OF China is higher than India. To improve the situation, Indian government
needs to take certain steps such as educating and encouraging the people to pay

Www.ijmer.in 5
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tax. Tax evasion should be minimised. The citizens should be made more
responsible. These are few steps which need to be taken to increase the Tax-GDP
ratio.
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Nyaya as an Undercurrent in Darshanas -

leads & misleads through a Yogic view

Dhanesh P V

Contract Teacher in Yoga
R.S.Sansthan (DU)
Guruvayoor Campus
Puranattukara, Thrissur

Darshana is the Indian terminology for Philosophy. Philosophy is that field
where the discussions of Nature of Reality and Search for Knowledge is
happening. But the word Darshana has much more meanings. Every language has
its own power to convey some special forbidden meaning which the language
only can give, not any translation. The oldest and complete language Sanskrit
have more potential in this. ‘Drushyate Jnaayate iti Darshanam’ through which
perception the Knowledge of the Ultimate is happening is Darshana. The
perception is referred to Liberation (Moksha). The Dharma-Artha-Kama-
Mokshas are the four Purusharthas. The aim of every Indian Literature mainly
Philosophy is to attain this ultimate state and to be liberated from the worldly
miseries.

Nyaya considered one among in Six Orthodox Philosophies of Indian
Literature. Here the word orthodox wont convey the literal mean of Astika.
‘Astika Darshana’ means the philosophy which has the Acceptance of Vedas as
Pramana (Proof & Means of Knowledge). So Baudha, Jaina and Charvakas those
who are not accepting the vedas are ‘Nastikas’. All these characterisation like
Astika and Nastika of Darshana might have been happened later the existence and
explore of these philosophies. The historical study of the philosophy can figure
and certainly by considering the subject of discussion in each philosophy can
clarify the production time of Philosophies, that of which after which. So the
Sankhya is considered the Oldest and first philosophy that’s why they are targeted
in all other philosophical discussions. Then the Yoga, to connect the practical
applicability of Sankhya. Due to this Sankhya and Yoga are inter-connected. The
same internal acceptance is there in between Nyaya — Vaiseshika and
Purvamimamsa — Uttaramimamsa (Vedanta).

The Origin -

After the period of Yoga, Nyaya has emerged. Gauthama Sutras of Nyaya
has outhunted this Philosophy. This we can see very clearly that no any
discussions are there regarding nyaya in Yogasutras and Sankhya theorems,
because nyaya is just after to these two. But sankhya and yoga concepts were the

wWww.ijmer.in 7
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arguer points (Purvapaksha) and through that the Concepts of Nyaya (Siddhanta)
were established. The way of logical reasoning science (Tarka) through inference
(anumana) made as a major tool to know the ‘Padartha’. As per Nyaya Philosophy
this Padarthajnana is the way to Liberation.

The eminent scholars have different opinion about the period of Nyaya and
Vaiseshika that which one is before. ( Normally we say Nyaya and Vaiseshika
so, Nyaya may be the first and later or at the same period Vaiseshika has come. )
But the Prameya (Theorem) is almost same. Later, scholars like Gangesha
Upadhyaya’s works made a different stream that of compiling Nyaya and
Vaiseshika concepts together and binding it to Navya Nyaya. The language (
Tarka Bhasha) developed thereafter to do the Lakshana Parishkara with the
logical reasoning (tarka) and mainly through inference (anumana) the Naiyayikas
made a new look to the Sanskrit Literature.

But the philosophical real structure of Nyaya is remaining still there
(Prachina Nyaya’s Prameya) and people are interested in its physical outlook that
of Nyaya Language, Parishkaara, Logical reasoning (Taraka), Inference
(Anuamna) etc.

When Einstein formatted this theory of E=Mc2, he did not expect and
imagined about its wrong consequences in World War. Almost the same or a
different effect has happened due to the emersion of Nyaya in Indian literature
mainly in philosophy. That it ruined the so called logical minds to do unwanted
explanations and .....

AN Fgda Afgwiel ErEEeHhT:

Fqgl?l\r‘ili%lﬁ'ﬂ% 133‘211?! =3: quﬂrﬁ% E

RSN Fghrsted: ¥ a=ad

iquntaia aegfagaga: Gasfy Swma: 1| Yogasutra-Bhoja Vrutti,6
“ Srashy T L7

No emersion should harm to immerse anything. Only the potential has
that quality of Use and Misuse. So now let us think about the leads and misleads
of Nyaya in Darshanas with further heads.

1. Tarka (Logical reasoning) -

The Tarka is the best way to clarify the theories and make your mind
concentrated and to broad your intellect. The Nyaya study will make the person
to build a different way of thinking and to make the reasoning very clear for a
better view.

Philosophy is the matter of Perception. So no one can quarrel regarding
this perception that “This will not happen”, “You have only one way to reach the
Ultimate”, “The other ways are not correct and good”, “They are wrong”, “Only
this perception is right” etc.., these types of argues are useless. It is indeed that
you need to prove your theory and for that purpose you may need to say that the

Www.ijmer.in 8
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other opinions are not good due to this logic to prove your certain theory. But, if
you say this theory is only right and others are false, then it’s very childish. This
is what happening with Tarka. They are using Tarka for Vaada. The mean of
Tarka is entirely converted to VVaada. The scholars are very much interested in
this quarrelling. They are using tarka as a tool to do the war of words. This war
is of purely not physical but mental. Anyhow war is war. Mental war can harm
very deeply than physical. The Rajoguna Veerya is same and if you are expert
and fit in this, then with Tamasic Guna he may try to enjoy insulting your
opponent. These rajasik and tamasic qualities are effectively same that to distract
one from getting liberation.

Due to healthy Tarka if any tatva or siddhanta is formed and understood,
then it’s very useful. But the scholars used this as a tool to establish their theories
and made the opponents to accept his theory. If at all the opponent made defeated
by this the defeated will not mentally accept his Sastra wrong but he may struggle
the other ways to make the opponent defeat. If this is happening there isn’t any
question of liberation.

2. Nyaya Language (Tarka Bhasha) -

The Nyaya language is well praised and still using as a formula that to write
any theorem. The words like “ Avacchinna, Avaccedaka, Abhava, Pratiyogi,
Aadheyata, Adhikaranata, Vyapti, Vyapaka, Vyapya, Saadhya, Sadhaka etc. has
exported widely to all literature field that even to draw aesthetics (Alankara
Sastra) also.

The correct application of these words will feed our brain. This will boost
up our intellect like anything. Some more scientific studies are need in this field.

FIUTTE T = FaameiesREH — this quote has an Hypothetic point. Mainly this we

can assure that a good Nyaya scholar can shine like a star in the field of Law.

But the unwanted frequent usage of this language in all the fields made the
language to look tougher. Many Scholars were thinking that it’s the way to show
their sheerness. But this effort ruined whole. To make simple and accurate
something has started but the same lost its own simplicity. In time, this made a
gape for the scope of Sanskrit as a language for communication.

3. Lakshana Parishkara -

Nyaya theorem was very new and interesting for the literature world
especially to the philosophers to expand their theories that to convey needed
meaning of the subject. Notwithstanding of any Doshsas (Mistakes) like Avyapti,
Ativyapti and Asambhava in a lakshana (Indication) is called Parishkrita
Lakshana. To make and to understand this one has to concentrate hardly. This
was widely and wildly used by all the scholars.

wWww.ijmer.in 9
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The lakshana parishkara system was there to explain the real structure of
the matter that of Prameya. While explaining and concentrating more on this
system the matter which has to be discussed had forgotten.

But this should be appreciated that the way of structuring the matter
through this system is making the mind and intellect to bid together in a highly
concentrated stage. This intellectual games should be practiced as an exercise.
That’s why people say -

FIAEIEAIC FHIS Tw3id HIHATH, | S = J@ioT ez Fesed a1 |

But one should not cling more into its physical attire. The aim is more
important than the tool. In a point we may need to leave the tool to get the aim.
But the Parishkara made distraction from the subject. That by learning this, if the
intellect is getting a habit to see Doshas (mistakes) in every opinion, this will
affect his character. If the same doshadarshana is happening everywhere then that
Vairagya only will help.

4. Anumana (Inference) -

Nyaya scholars are called as ‘Aanumanika’, those who are excessively
using Anumana (inference) as the best tool for the Pramana (...). Like Pratyaksha,
the direct sensory perception Anumana is also giving the true knowledge
(YYathartha Jnana or Prama). But Anumana can only give samanya jnana of the
matter not visesha jnana. Only the pratyaksha has the capacity to give visesha
jnana. And Anumana is only possible with a Vyapti that of Pratyaksha. This
procedure of assumption is purely based on the Hetu (cause) and its connection
with the assumed. But this inference may become false assumption due to
Hetvabhasa (bad cause), the cause which look alike of Hetu. This is the place
where Anumana becoming false. Only a SadHetu has the power to produce
Yathartha Jnana.

The Anumana became major tool and helped the rest of the Philosophers
to prove their theories and to blame their opponents. Anumana is the Pramana
which is using more in our life than Pratyaksha.

Yogic View -

Tarka, Nyaya Bhasha, Lakshana Parishkara, Anumana - all these
techniques are an exercise for the mind and intellect that to make our Chitta to
maintain its fluctuations in a particular object. The control of the fluctuations of
Mind is only possible when it’s clinged into one object. These Nyaya techniques
are making a good condition and atmosphere for the Chitta as an exercise to
maintain this state.
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The function of logic is corrective, not creative. The logical reasoning of
Nyaya is to clear the perception by which the Nyaya Philosopher can get a clear
vision of the matter which has to be analysed. This logical reasoning (Tarka) is a
tool that to build a concentrated intellect. And this will lead him to the state of
Ekagrata where Samprajnata Samadhi will happen. By seeing Doshas () in every
Parishkara Lakshanas he may come to know that these lakshanas of Words will
lead only to worldly things and he may get Vairagya. Thus Jnana and Vairagya
will lead to Liberation.

HRAGEAH ST | GG A |

Studying any Sastra is also a Karma where the Karma will not produce any
good and bad effects which is very essential in a yogic view. Nyaya study has
more power in maintaining this study with full concentration for a longer period.
Let this study be an addiction for a Good purpose.

Conclusion —

Philosophy is providing a scope to overcome the Miseries. Every
philosophy has a motto that to give a different way to come over these Miseries
for the Blissful State. It is purely depended upon the way of perception, so that
there are different philosophies. How this could be possible ? To say the one and
only Ultimate Truth there are many theories ! That’s why it’s called as Darshana,
the Perception. The way of perception can vary, it’s very unique for individual.

By accepting this core point in mind we need to make healthy discussions.

Nyaya is like Internet Technology. There are advantages and many
disadvantages. It’s up to the user. If the main aim is not happening then it’s time
to think again. The effort is to make the intellect be on one object (Ekagrata) and
to get distraction (vairagya).

aoigd dreal fird | fegnd wEaE |
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Abstract

Work life balance is a term that implies a desire on the part of both
employees and employers to achieve a balance between workplace obligations
and personal responsibilities. In comparison to men, women have to face many
responsibilities at the family level. They are dependent upon the family support
to work outside. The present study is to determine the relationship between the
work life balance of women employees working in commercial banks and
satisfaction at home. The study has been undertaken with 566 women employees
working in banking sector in Erode District. Questionnaire is used as a tool for
primary data collection. The data analysis has been done with Descriptive
statistics and ANOVA. The findings of the present study revealed that married
respondents have more impact of work life balance than the unmarried
respondents. To overcome this problem, the banks might consider positioning
and transferring the married women employees within and between the banks to
complete the assigned tasks effectively without the interference of any factor of
both the domains.

Keywords : Women, Home Life, Work Life Balance

Introduction

Work life balance is the art of balancing career and life in a way to
achieve the goals and fulfilling all the responsibilities. Work life balance is
required for both the male and female employees. Women are career oriented and
want to achieve their goals that they are dreaming for years which change the
trend in the employment sector that more females are working outside than
before. In comparison to men, women have to face many responsibilities at the
family level. They are dependent upon the family support to work outside.
Women those who are married have more responsibilities than single and
married women living in nuclear families do not get any support from the elders
and hence it is troublesome for them to work. In spite of that, women employees
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working along with their male counterparts also face issues and problems in their
family

Work life and personal life are interconnected and interdependent. A
woman employee who spends more time in the work place, dealing with
customers and the pressure of job interferes with her personal life, sometimes it
is impossible to even complete her household chores. On the other hand, personal
life also affects the work life of a woman employee due to kids, ageing parents,
financial problems and even problems in the life of a dear relative. It can lead to
absenteeism from work, creating stress and lack of concentration at work.

Home life of the banking sector women employees is also stressful
because of intensive parenting capability in child rearing and development,
elderly care and hectic household activities and they lose their mental energy. A
woman employee who faces an unpleasant, isolated, hostile and unsupportive
family environment has to cross several barriers in her work life.

Review of Literature

Sobia Shujat et al. (2011) made an empirical research and brought out
that long working hour and flexible working conditions had weak relation and no
impact on the level of employees’ job satisfaction. The work pressure and change
of job had an impact on the level of employees’ job satisfaction due to their
negative relation. The job distribution had been proportionate with skilled
employees which enhanced work on time and reduced work pressure stress. The
work life balance programmes increased the employees’ job satisfaction which
helped them to manage their job and family.

Senthilkumar et al. (2012) highlighted in their study that 90 per cent of
the teaching faculty were dissatisfied with their work life balance due to their
heavy work load which compelled the institutions should develop work life
policies such as special leave facilities, parental or family support programmes
and health care programmes.

Vijayalakshmi (2012) pointed out that most of the women police
personnel were dissatisfied with work life balance such as suspicion by society,
family related issues and personal problems. The women police personnel need
to prepare themselves to cope with these work life challenges and the department
should also implement family friendly approaches, attractive system of awards,
recognition of good work and good working environment.

Swarnalatha and Rajalakshmi (2014) examined that various faculties and
different academic positions do not differ as a function of satisfaction across
work and family issues rather satisfied individuals could maintain quality life.
This study provided valuable insight for educators and policy makers to
formulate contributory factors to work life for overall job satisfaction.
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Objectives of the Study

The following are the main objectives of the study:
1. To study the work life balance of women employees in relation to satisfaction
at home.
2. To offer suitable suggestions to enhance the work life balance of women
employees.
[
Methodology

The present study is mainly based on primary data collected from 566
women employees working in public and private sector banks at Erode District.
Census method is used for choosing the respondents. The views and perception
of the respondents are collected through questionnaire. The statements in the
questionnaire designed by using Likert’s five point scale starting from strongly
agree to strongly disagree. Secondary data was collected from various journals
and articles.

Hypotheses
There is no significant relationship between Age, Marital Status,
Designation and Satisfaction at Home.

Data Analysis and Interpretation

Age and Satisfaction at Home

The mean scores for each age group were found out and are given below:
Table 1 Age and Overall Score of Satisfaction at Home

Age Overall Score of Job Satisfaction

No. of | Mean S.D
21 - 30 | 256 34.71 5.64
31 - 40 | 195 33.01 4.32
41 - 50 | 62 31.13 1.55
51 - 60 | 53 36.28 3.77
Total 566 33.88 4.93

Source: Primary Data

Table 1 shows that the mean score of satisfaction at home is the highest (17.41)
for the respondents in the age group of 31 to 40 years. The respondents in the age
group of 41 to 50 years have the lowest mean score of 15.77.
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Table 2 ANOVA for Overall Score of Satisfaction at Home by Age
Source of | Sum of df Mean = Significance
Variation Squares Square at 0.05 level
gff)":j’;in 165968 |3 |55.323 o
Significant
Within Groups |6032.069 562 10.733 |5.154 P<5.154
(2.621)
Total 6198.037 565

Source: Primary Data

It is stated from table 2 that the calculated F value is greater (5.154) than the
table value (2.621). Hence, the framed null hypothesis is rejected and it can be
concluded that there is significant difference in the mean score based on the age
of the respondents.

Marital Status and Satisfaction at Home
The mean scores for marital status were found out and are given below:

Table 3 Marital Status and Overall Score of Satisfaction at Home

. Overall Score of Satisfaction at Home
Marital Status
No. of Respondents Mean S.D
Married 412 17.15 3.09
Unmarried 154 16.94 3.86
Total 566 17.09 3.31

Source: Primary Data

It is evident from table 3 that the mean score of satisfaction at
home is the highest (17.15) for the married respondents. The unmarried
respondents have the lowest mean score of 16.94.

Table 4 ANOVA for Overall Score of Satisfaction at Home by Marital Status

Source of | Sum of df Mean F Significance

Variation Squares Square at 0.05 level

Between Groups |5.320 1 5.320 Not

Within Groups  |6192.717 564 10.980 Significant
0.485 P >0.485

Total 6198.037 565 (3.858)

Source: Primary Data
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From the above table 4, the result shows that the calculated F
value is lesser (0.485) than the table value (3.858). Hence, the framed null
hypothesis is accepted and it can be concluded that there is no significant
difference in the satisfaction at home based on the marital status of the
respondents.

Designation and Satisfaction at Home
The mean scores for designation were found out and are given below:
Table 5 Designation and Overall Score of Satisfaction at Home

Designation Overall Score of Satisfaction at Home

No. of Respondents Mean S.D
Manager 113 18.24 211
Officer 195 15.68 3.87
Cashier 73 17.11 2.85
Clerk 185 17.88 2.92
Total 566 17.09 3.31

Source: Primary Data
It is observed from table 5 that the mean score of satisfaction at home is the
highest (18.24) for managers. The officer category respondents have the lowest
mean score of 15.68.

Table 6 ANOVA for Overall Score of Satisfaction at Home by Designation

Source of | Sum of df Mean F Significance

Variation Squares Square at 0.05 level

gfg":j’ee” 649.937 |3 216.646 Significant
ps

Within Groups |5548.100 562 |9.872 | 21940 E2<6§15945

Total 6198.037 565 '

Source: Primary Data

Table 6 shows that the calculated F value is greater (21.945) than the table value
(2.621) at 5 per cent level of significance. Hence, the framed null hypothesis is
rejected and it can be concluded that there is significant difference in the
satisfaction at home based on the designation of the respondents.

Findings of the Study

1. Age and satisfaction at home analysis shows that the score is the highest
(17.41) for the respondents in the age group of 31 to 40 years and it is the
lowest (15.77) for the respondents in the age group of 41 to 50 years.
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2. The satisfaction at home score is the highest (17.15) for the married
respondents whereas the unmarried respondents have the lowest (16.94)
score.

3. Designation wise analysis shows that the satisfaction at home is the highest
(18.24) for managers and the lowest (15.68) for officers.

Suggestion

The present study revealed that the married respondents have more
impact of work life balance than the unmarried respondents. To overcome this
problem, the banks might consider positioning and transferring the married
women employees within and between the banks to complete the assigned tasks
effectively without the interference of any factor of both the domains.

Conclusion

Work life balance is important for both employees’ and employers’ health and
wealth. The level of work life balance varies from person to person, time to time
and place to place. The women employees lack in their physical health
maintenance due to their work consciousness and familial commitments which
decreases their work life balance. To rectify this problem, they should
concentrate on their physical health by practicing a balanced diet and physical
exercise. This effective management of work life balance is of strategic
importance to banking organisations and of significance to the employees.
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Abstract

To make learning more meaningful, understandable and fruitful to a
learner, teaching with competency is very essential condition. Through the
present study the investigators have attempted to study how teacher
competencies dimension-wise are responsible for better meta-cognitive
awareness in the students. The investigators have used descriptive survey method
for the present study. In this study, meta-cognitive awareness and teacher
competencies has been evaluated by the ninth grade students. The sample
consists of 675 Govt. aided school students. The random sampling technique has
been used. The investigators have developed two scales by themselves on the
basis of Likert’s five point scale. For the analysis of data Mean, S.D., t-Test,
correlation, have been used in the present study. The overall results of the study
explore that the level of teaching delivered by the teachers for developing meta-
cognitive awareness are moderately effective. It is also explored that there are
significantly correlation relationship between the dimensions of teacher
competency and meta-cognitive awareness.

Keywords: Meta-Cognitive Awareness, Teaching, Teacher Competencies,
Dimensions Of Teacher Competency.

1. Introduction

Now-a-days, students are considered the central part of education system. This
idea was propagated by Rousseau. Modern education system demand child’s
need, motivation, interest, attitude, aptitude and thinking skills. Being the age of
child centric education the role of a teacher is not end rather increased a great.
Without the concept of teacher, teaching - learning process is not possible
successfully. Teacher is the greater factor of entire education system and upon
him teaching- learning process depends. One of the prime goals of education is to
enable the students to gain the thinking skills and strategies, which they will use,
all through their lives, rather than storing information. For this, meta-cognitive
skills are quite important. The concept of meta-cognition is very new in the field
of education. The concept of meta-cognition was introduced to us by John
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Flavell in 1976. Meta-cognitive awareness is about one’s own thinking process
and how to control these processes. Meta-cognitive strategies are the sequential
process for an individual use to learn how to control themselves and to reach
their goals. Meta-cognitive skills are usually conceptualized as an interrelated set
of competencies for learning and thinking, and include many of the skills
required for active learning, critical thinking, reflective judgment, problem
solving, and decision-making. Students whose meta-cognitive skills are well
developed are better problem-solvers, decision makers and critical thinkers, are
more able and more motivated to learn, and are more likely to be able to regulate
their emotions (even in difficult situations), handle complexity, and cope with
conflict. Students with a high level of meta-cognitive knowledge and skills
identify blocks to learning as early as possible and change strategies to ensure
goal attainment. The students who has the awareness of meta-cognitive
knowledge, are able to know own strengths and weakness.

1.1. Meaning of Meta-cognitive

The phrase ‘meta-cognitive’ came from the Greek word ‘meta’ meaning-
“moving something or some idea from one place to another place.” While we
feel or think about our own behavior; that is the ‘meta knowledge’, as we know,
plan, remember and executing a repetitive or familiar task or concept; this is
‘meta-positioning’. The word ‘meta’ simply signifies, going beyond or
transcending. Meta-cognition is one of the new concepts in the field of education.
Generally we all engage in meta-cognitive activities, every now and then. It is a
part and partial of our daily life. Meta-cognitive awareness enables a student to
be a successful learner and has been found to be positively associated with
intelligence (Borkowski, Carr & Pressley, Borkowski and Schneider (1987);
Sternberg, 1984, 1986a, 1986b).

1.2. Components of Meta-cognition Meta-cognitive awareness refers to one’s
knowledge concerning one’s own cognitive processes or anything related to them
(Flavell 1976). It consists of both Meta-cognitive knowledge and Meta-cognitive
control

1) Meta-cognitive Knowledge: Meta-cognitive knowledge refers to one’s
knowledge and beliefs in his/her mental resources and his/her awareness about
what to do.

2) Meta-cognitive Control: However, meta-cognition requires using knowledge
effectively. The ability to use meta-cognitive knowledge is called meta-cognitive
control skills.

1.3. Meaning of Teacher Competency Many investigators, working
their research on the standards of teachers’ education and profession, and they
are trying to analyze the new role characterizing the teacher by focusing on the
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involved competencies. This concept is considered relevant in education
research, given the fact that these processes are based on interactions amongst
human beings.

So it is very vital to know the meaning of competency. This term is mainly
used in the contexts of Teacher education and job performance of a teacher.
Competencies are the basic requirements of a competency based teacher
education, which includes knowledge, skills and values the trainee teacher, must
demonstrate for successful completion of the teacher training programme.

1.4. Components of Teaching Competency
Knowledge of Subject Matter

Planning

Motivation

Presentation and Communication
Classroom Management Discipline
Evaluation

cuarwNE

2. Review of Related Literature:
» Investigator: Rashida Kapadia (2013)

Title: Metacognition of Secondary School Students with their Perceived
Teacher Competencies

Objectives:

o Difference in meta-cognition

o Difference in perceived teacher competency

o Correlation between meta-cognition and perceived teacher competency

Method

This study investigated meta-cognition and perceived teacher competencies of
secondary school students. Nine hundred twenty Class 1X students from schools
across Greater Mumbai participated in the study. Gender-wise comparisons were
made between the students for the two variables. Female students were found to
possess better meta-cognition and they also perceived teacher competencies more
favorably than the male students. The study also aimed at ascertaining the
relationship between meta-cognition and perceived teacher competency scores.
Analysis was done for total and component-wise scores for meta-cognition and
perceived teacher competencies.

Findings
A significant, direct, positive correlation was found between total meta-cognition
and total teacher competency scores.
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» Investigator: Shabaya Judith (2004)

Title: Role of pre-service teachers in developing meta-cognitive awareness
strategies among student writers in an urban high school English classroom.
Objectives:

The purpose of the study was to determine the indices of meta-cognitive
awareness skills in writing for urban high school.

Method: Survey method was used. Sample was sixteen pre - service teachers.

Findings:

e Students’ self perception as writers changed over the course of a semester.

o Meta-cognitive awareness development occurred over a period of time.

e Meta-cognitive awareness development did not occur in a uniform manner
for all students and varied teaching approaches vyield effective writing
instruction.

» Investigator: Mahesh Narayanan Dixit (2010)

Title: The Readiness towards the use of meta-cognition and its relationship
with academic achievement of higher secondary students.
Objective: This study was related to the study of readiness towards the use of
meta-cognition in the learning process of higher secondary students.
Method: Survey method was adopted.
Findings: Results of the study revealed that there is a significant difference in
the readiness towards the use of metacognition of higher secondary students on
the group of gender differences. However, no significant difference was found in
the readiness towards the use of metacognition of higher secondary students on
the basis of their academic achievement. Positive correlation was found between
readiness of metacognition and academic achievement of higher secondary
students.

» Investigator: Muhammed Arshed (2007)

Title: Evaluative study of secondary school teachers’ competency in English.

Objectives:

e Toreview the desired personal and professional competency.

e To find out the level of competencies of secondary school teachers in the
subject of English.

e To find out the gaps between the desired and existing competency.

Method: Survey method was adopted for this study. Population of this study was
the teachers teaching English to secondary level students ranked as secondary
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school teachers. The total number of head teacher is 48 and number of
secondary school teacher is 192.

Findings:
e The teachers were competent in teaching skill of explaining the theme of the
lesson.

e On knowledge based competency, the teachers were not competent.
o In skill of the teachers’ teaching the students’ summary writing in their own
words, teachers were competent but are not fully equipped in this skill.

» Investigator: Sheeja Titus and Annaraja(2011)

Title: study on teaching competency of secondary teacher education students

in relation to their metacognition.

Objectives:

e To find out whether there is any significant difference between male and
female secondary teacher education students in their metacognition,

e To find out whether there is any significant difference between rural and
urban college secondary teacher education students in their metacognition,

Method: Survey method was chosen for the present study. The study was
conducted on teacher education students from various colleges in Tirunelveli and
Tuticorin districts of Tamilnadu, India. The sample size was 600. It was selected
by using stratified random sampling technique. This study tried to find out the
relationship between metacognition and teaching competency of secondary
teacher education students. The tools used for the study were, (i) Metacognitive
Inventory (2003) standardized by Punita Govil. (ii) Teaching competency scale
(2009) developed and validated by Sheeja Titus & Annaraja.

Findings:

e There is significant difference between male and female secondary teacher
education students in their metacognition,

e There is significant difference between rural and urban college secondary
teacher education students in their metacognition,

» Investigator: Jeya Jothi (2005)

Title: A study of correlation between teaching competencies of secondary
grade teacher trainees and their attitude towards teaching.

Objective: To find out the correlation between teaching competency of
secondary grade teacher trainees and their attitude towards teaching.
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Method: Survey method was adopted for this study. Sample was 150 secondary
grade teacher trainees.

Finding: The correlation between teaching competency and attitude towards
teaching among secondary grade teacher trainees was found to be positive.

3. Need and Significance of the Study

Globalize ideology brings rapid transformation in the structure and pattern of
Education. To understand the changes in ideas, there is need to develop meta-
cognitive awareness skills among the student. Basic literacy skills of reading,
writing and arithmetic are no longer sufficient. Our students need to master these
basic skills as well as read critically, write persuasively, think and reason
logically and solve complex problems. Educationists have emphasized
the importance of Meta-cognition for regulating and supporting student learning.
But teachers may not be familiar with methods for teaching and assessing meta-
cognition, particularly among secondary school students. Students can be
encouraged by teacher to develop a sense of their own knowledge. In effective
classrooms, teachers are responsible for helping students to develop better meta-
cognitive skills by incorporating active reflection throughout the learning
process. Student with Meta-cognitive awareness will have knowledge about how
they think and be able to control their learning. In order to control one’s learning
a student should be able to plan, monitor and evaluate their learning.

Teaching competency is the sum total of all the competencies possessed by
the teacher that are used in teaching situation. Teaching competency includes
self-control process, and meta-cognitive skills processing. Meta-cognitive skills
are related to thinking about thinking and more precisely, thinking about one’s
own learning.

The investigator tries to find the relevance of meta-cognitive awareness in
relation to the teaching competencies of teachers. The experiences have taught
the investigator that the sound meta-cognitive aware teachers possess the better
skills to generate meta-cognition in the students.

4. Objectives of the Study

1. To find out the relationship between the meta-cognitive awareness of total
students and teacher competencies perceived by rural students.

2. To find out the relationship between the meta-cognitive awareness of total
students and teacher competencies perceived by urban students.

3. To find out the relationship between the meta-cognitive awareness of total
students and teacher competencies perceived by male students.
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4. To find out the relationship between the meta-cognitive awareness of total
students and teacher competencies perceived by female students.
5. To find out the relationship between the meta-cognitive awareness of total
students and teacher competencies perceived by total secondary students.
5. Hypothesis of the Study
HO,: There is no significant relationship between the meta-cognitive awareness
and social competency (dimension of teacher competency) of rural students.
HO,: There is no significant relationship between the meta-cognitive awareness
and technical competency (dimension of teacher competency) of rural students.
HO3: There is no significant relationship between the meta-cognitive awareness
and affective competency (dimension of teacher competency) of rural students.
HO,4: There is no significant relationship between the meta-cognitive awareness
and social competency (dimension of teacher competency) of urban students.
HOs: There is no significant relationship between the meta-cognitive awareness
and technical competency (dimension of teacher competency) of urban students.
HOg: There is no significant relationship between the meta-cognitive awareness
and affective competency (dimension of teacher competency) of urban students.
HO;: There is no significant relationship between the meta-cognitive awareness
and social competency (dimension of teacher competency) of male students.
HOg: There is no significant relationship between the meta-cognitive awareness
and technical competency (dimension of teacher competency) of male students.
HOy: There is no significant relationship between the meta-cognitive awareness
and affective competency (dimension of teacher competency) of male students.
HO,o: There is no significant relationship between the meta-cognitive awareness
and social competency (dimension of teacher competency) of female students.
HO,,: There is no significant relationship between the meta-cognitive awareness
and technical competency (dimension of teacher competency) of female students.
HO,,: There is no significant relationship between the meta-cognitive awareness
and affective competency (dimension of teacher competency) of female students.
HO,3: There is no significant relationship between the meta-cognitive awareness
and social competency (dimension of teacher competency) of total students.
HO,4: There is no significant relationship between the meta-cognitive awareness
and technical competency (dimension of teacher competency) of total students.
HO,5: There is no significant relationship between the meta-cognitive awareness
and affective competency (dimension of teacher competency) of total students.
6. Operational Definition of the Terms
6.1. Meta-cognitive Awareness

‘Meta’ means ‘beyond’. It refers to the ability to reflect upon, understand
and control one’s learning. Meta-cognitive awareness in this study refers to the
learners’ automatic awareness of their own knowledge and their ability to
understand and manipulate their own cognitive processes.
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6.2. Teacher Competencies
Effective organizations of instructional activities are to be performed by a
teacher in the class requires certain level of knowledge and skills which is known
as teaching competence. In this study teaching competence refers to the
capability of teacher in conveying knowledge of content, application of
knowledge and skills to students. Teaching competence of teachers includes the
following three dimensions:
6.3. Social Competency
It is a cognitive based teaching competence.
6.4. Technical Competency
It is a performance based teaching competence
6.5. Affective Competency
It is an affective based Teaching competence.

7. Methodology of the study:

7.1. Method of the Study

The present study is descriptive type in nature. The researchers have used the
descriptive type survey method in the present study.

7.2. Population of the Study
All the 9™ grade students of different Govt. aided schools in West Bengal have
been treated as population for the present study.

7.3. Sample of the Study

The present study has been conducted on a sample of 675 secondary students,
randomly selected schools from six districts. The sample was selected by using
stratified random sampling technique. The sample of 675 students includes both
males as well as females.

7.4. Sampling Technique
The simple Random sampling technique has been applied in the selection of the
sample.

7.5. Tools of the Study

The researcher has used two self developed questionnaires or scales as a
tool for collecting the data in the present study. These are - Meta-cognitive
Awareness Scale (MAS) and Teacher Competency Scale (TCS)
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7.6. Technique of Data Analysis
In the present study, the investigators have used Correlation, for analyzing the
data.

8. Results and Interpretation:

Group Meta- Teacher N Df r p Significance
cognitive Competency
Awareness
Social -0.022 | 0.696 Not Significant
Competency
Technical 0.127 | 0.025 | Sig. at 0.05
Rural MCA Competency 315 | 313 level
Affective Sig. at 0.01
Competency 0.150 | 0.008 level
Social Sig. at 0.05
Competency 0.117 | 0.026 level
Urban MCA Technical 360 | 358 -0.013 | 0.800 Not Significant
Competency
Affective -0.025 | 0.637 Not Significant
Competency
Social Sig. at 0.01
Competency 0.155 | 0.004 level
Technical Sig. at 0.05
Male MCA Competency 350 | 348 0.116 | 0.031 level
Affective Sig. at 0.01
Competency 0.155 | 0.004 level
Social Sig. at 0.01
Competency 0.148 | 0.008 level
Technical Sig. at 0.05
Female MCA Competency 325 | 323 0.113 | 0.042 level
Affective Sig. at 0.05
Competency 0.118 | 0.033 level
Social Sig. at 0.05
Competency 0.078 | 0.044 level
Technical Sig. at 0.01
Total MCA Competency 675 | 673 0.106 | 0.006 Iegel
Affective Sig. at 0.05
Competency 0.084 | 0.029 level

8.1. Testing of HO, and Interpretation

The correlation value between Meta-cognitive Awareness and Social
Competency is found to be negative and computed r (-0.022) is very low, which
signifies that if social competency increases then Meta-cognitive Awareness will
decrease. So there is no significant relationship between Meta-cognitive
Awareness and Social Competency in rural group students as the p-value (0.696)
is greater than 0.05 level. There exists negative correlation.
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8.2 Testing of HO, and Interpretation

The correlation value between Meta-cognitive Awareness and Technical
Competency is found to be positive and computed r (0.127) is low, which
signifies that if technical competency increases then Meta-cognitive Awareness
will increase. So, there is a significant relationship between Meta-cognitive
Awareness and Technical Competency in rural group students as the p-value
(0.025) is lower than 0.05 level. There exists positive correlation.

8.3 Testing of HO;and Interpretation

The correlation value between Meta-cognitive Awareness and Technical
Competency is found to be positive and computed r (0.150) is low, which
signifies that if affective competency increases then Meta-cognitive Awareness
will increase. So, there is a significant relationship between Meta-cognitive
Awareness and affective competency in rural group students as the p-value
(0.008) is lower than 0.01 level. There exists positive correlation.

8.4. Testing of HO,and Interpretation

The correlation value between Meta-cognitive Awareness and Social
Competency is found to be positive and computed r (0.117) is low, which
signifies that if social competency increases then Meta-cognitive Awareness will
increase. So there is a significant relationship between Meta-cognitive
Awareness and Social Competency in urban group students as the p-value
(0.026) is lower than 0.05 level. There exists positive correlation.

8.5 Testing of HOsand Interpretation

The correlation value between Meta-cognitive Awareness and Technical
Competency is found to be negative and computed r (-0.013) is very low, which
signifies that if technical competency increases then Meta-cognitive Awareness
will decrease. So, there is no significant relationship between Meta-cognitive
Awareness and Technical Competency in urban group students as the p-value
(0.800) is higher than 0.05 level. There exists negative correlation.

8.6 Testing of HOsand Interpretation

The correlation value between Meta-cognitive Awareness and Technical
Competency is found to be negative and computed r (-0.025) is very low, which
signifies that if affective competency increases then Meta-cognitive Awareness
will decrease. So, there is no significant relationship between Meta-cognitive
Awareness and Affective Competency in urban group students as the p-value
(0.637) is higher than 0.01 level. There exists positive correlation.
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8.7 Testing of HO; and Interpretation
The correlation value between Meta-cognitive Awareness and Social
Competency is found to be positive and computed r (0.155) is low, which
signifies that if social competency increases then Meta-cognitive Awareness will
increase. So there is a significant relationship between Meta-cognitive
Awareness and Social Competency in male group students as the p-value (0.004)
is lower than 0.01 level. There exists positive correlation.
8.8 Testing of HOgand Interpretation

The correlation value between Meta-cognitive Awareness and Technical
Competency is found to be positive and computed r (0.116) is very low, which
signifies that if technical competency increases then Meta-cognitive Awareness
will increase. So, there is a significant relationship between Meta-cognitive
Awareness and Technical Competency in male group students as the p-value
(0.031) is lower than 0.05 level. There exists positive correlation.

8.9 Testing of HOgand Interpretation

The correlation value between Meta-cognitive Awareness and Technical
Competency is found to be positive and computed r (0.155) is low, which
signifies that if affective competency increases then Meta-cognitive Awareness
will increase. So, there is a significant relationship between Meta-cognitive
Awareness and Affective Competency in male group students as the p-value
(0.004) is lower than 0.01 level. There exists positive correlation.

8.10 Testing of HOypand Interpretation

The correlation value between Meta-cognitive Awareness and Social
Competency is found to be positive and computed r (0.148) is low, which
signifies that if social competency increases then Meta-cognitive Awareness will
increase. So there is a significant relationship between Meta-cognitive
Awareness and Social Competency in female group students as the p-value
(0.008) is lower than 0.01 level. There exists positive correlation.

8.11 Testing of HOy; and Interpretation

The correlation value between Meta-cognitive Awareness and Technical
Competency is found to be positive and computed r (0.113) is very low, which
signifies that if technical competency increases then Meta-cognitive Awareness
will increase. So, there is a significant relationship between Meta-cognitive
Awareness and Technical Competency in female group students as the p-value
(0.042) is lower than 0.05 level. There exists positive correlation.
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8.12 Testing of HOy; and Interpretation

The correlation value between Meta-cognitive Awareness and Technical
Competency is found to be positive and computed r (0.118) is low, which
signifies that if Affective Competency increases then Meta-cognitive Awareness
will increase. So, there is a significant relationship between Meta-cognitive
Awareness and Affective Competency in female group students as the p-value
(0.033) is lower than 0.05 level. There exists positive correlation.

8.13 Testing of HO 3 and Interpretation

The correlation value between Meta-cognitive Awareness and Social
Competency is found to be positive and computed r (0.078) is low, which
signifies that if social competency increases then Meta-cognitive Awareness will
increase. So there is a significant relationship between Meta-cognitive
Awareness and Social Competency in total group students as the p-value (0.044)
is lower than 0.05 level. There exists positive correlation.

8.14 Testing of HO 4 and Interpretation

The correlation value between Meta-cognitive Awareness and Technical
Competency is found to be positive and computed r (0.106) is low, which
signifies that if Technical Competency increases then Meta-cognitive Awareness
will increase. So, there is a significant relationship between Meta-cognitive
Awareness and Technical Competency in total group students as the p-value
(0.006) is lower than 0.05 level. There exists positive correlation.

8.15 Testing of HO s and Interpretation

The correlation value between Meta-cognitive Awareness and Technical
Competency is found to be positive and computed r (0.084) is very low, which
signifies that if Affective Competency increases then Meta-cognitive Awareness
will increase. So, there is a significant relationship between Meta-cognitive
Awareness and Affective Competency in total group students as the p-value
(0.029) is lower than 0.05 level. There exists positive correlation.

9. Major Findings and Discussion of the Results:

In the present study, it is found that there exists high level of correlation in
between meta-cognitive awareness and teacher competencies, dimension-wise.

A positive and direct relationship between total meta-cognitive awareness and
total teacher competencies scores obtained on the basis of different dimensions.
This indicates that teacher competencies would aid in improving meta-cognitive
awareness of students. Thus, enhancing students’ meta-cognitive awareness
necessitates involvement of competent teachers.
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Technical competency was seen to be the significant of total meta-cognitive
awareness as well as for each component of teacher competency for students.

10. Conclusion

The present study reveals that majority of the secondary students both male and
female has average level of meta-cognitive awareness and the level of
competencies in teaching learning process is also average, the reasons behind
such finding may be attributed to the fact that both teaching competencies and
meta-cognition awareness are interrelated. This is a matter of great concern since
this may be one of the most important causes of students’ low level of
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Abstract

It is an effort to make comparison between two characters, one Kaikeyee
from the epic “The Ramayana” and another Lady Macbeth, from William
Shakespeare’s tragedy “Macheth”.

Keywords: The Ramayana, Kaikeyee, William Shakespeare, Lady Macbeth
Introduction:

William Shakespeare, a phenomenon in the world literature, has created through
his penmanship immortal characters that have surpassed all the fences of time
and space. Such is the charismatic ability of his characters that we can feel with
them in our present age, find the parallelism in the remote past and predict their
likenesses in times to come. Depicted with genial outlook, literary skill,
perfection and greatness all of his characters have universal appeal and epical
magnitude so that even in great epics of the world we find their counterparts.

In India we have two great ancient epics- The Ramayana and The
Mahabharata- embodying our culture, convention, heritage, tradition, honour,
discipline, civilization and progress. In them we face so many great characters
endowed with magnificent prowess, exploits, adventures, virtues as well as
narrow vices. Here let us take into consideration the character, who is the pivotal
one to change the course of the smooth progress of a linear events into topsy-
turvy through sudden twists and turns in The Ramayana. This character is no
other than Kaikeyee, the dearest mistress of Dasharatha, the maharaja of Sun-
dynasty at Ayodhya. According to the customs of the time the eldest son
Ramachandra is going to be the king after the father. When everything is ready,
just before the day of Rama’s coronation, Kaikeyee’s motherly instinct is stirred
by her personal hunchbacked maid-servant Manthara, who reminds her mistress
about the two due promises to her from the king. She again and again instigates
her that it is the right time for her to think about her own son Bharata as the
future king of the kingdom ascending the throne of Ayodhya. Now her latent
desire to see her own son Bharata at that coveted post of authority, pomp, power,
property, prosperity and popularity becomes patent. The reason behind such
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unnatural desire is her narrow motherly instinct that washes away all the
considerations of humanity, responsibility, morality, sympathy, patience and
tolerance. Guided by this rash craze she wields the weapon of her hushand’s
weaknesses to her and becomes successful in her conspiracy to make Bharata the
king and to send Ramachandra to Banabasa for long fourteen years. But basically
she is not a crude and heartless type of a lady. Her only aim was to make her and
only her son the omnipotent ruler. In this way she makes Dasharatha from the
heroic figure, who has taken part with the gods in the battles against the demons
to save the heaven, to an ordinary henpecked husband, who sacrifices all his
virtues, moralities, humanities and responsibilities for the sake of his dearest
wife.

Now coming to the world of Shakespeare, we find a character Lady
Macbeth, the wife of Macbeth, the “valiant cousin’ (Macbeth, 1.ii.24) of the king
of Scotland, Duncan in his popular tragedy Macbeth. The titular hero of the play
is the strong general of the king’s army with a latent desire for the throne. After
some supernatural predictions this sleeping giant of desire peeps off and on from
his dwarfish mind. But he is made of such moral elements that he cannot yield to
any crime, vice or sin for his purpose:

“... yet do | fear thy nature; / It is too full o’ the milk of human kindness /

To catch the nearest way:” (Macbeth, 1.v.17-19).
It is here Lady Macbeth steps her feet. Though she is a woman of ordinary
feminine features with womanly weaknesses, she comes out of her individual
shell to see her husband at the throne of Scotland. To materialise her objective
she also takes the shield of her husband’s love to her and with the weapon of the
valour of her tongue chastises all the scruples from the mind of her lord. Finally
the hysteria of an unnatural resolve becomes fruitful when Macbeth commits the
crime of regicide to reach his destination. So Lady Macbeth plays a vital role in
transforming her husband from a hero to a villain and serves to realise and
emphasise Macbeth’s ‘vaulting ambition’(Macbeth, 1.vii.26), though initially
Shakespeare presents him as a thoughtful figure who remains troubled by the
horrible fancies of regicide. Lady Macbeth is the force that acts upon her
husband’s moments of coy speculation on murder and turns contemplation into
action.

Then let us look over how is this huge spatio-temporal gap between this
pair of queens- one legendary and the other historical- bridged by their common
attitude, temperament, behaviour, manner and desire? If we delve deep, a large
number of similarities come in front of our eyes. Initially both of them surrender
their conscience, consciousness, fellow-feeling, wisdom and pragmatism to some
evil *“ instruments of darkness” ( Macbeth, L.iii.124 ) —Kaikeyee to her chief
maid-servant Manthara and Lady Macbeth to the * supernatural soliciting” (
Macbeth, 1.iii.130 ) of the witches. Guided by these wicked entities and led by
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their mean, narrow and selfish instinct they utilise the weaknesses of their
husbands’ love towards them as a sharp weapon to materialise their design as
they are equally aware and confident to the fact that whatever it may occur, their
husbands have no courage and strength to trespass their tongue or put an end to
their guile. This couple of plotters fix their eyes upon the crown only without
looking at the outcome. No obstacles, no hindrances, no thoughts of others or no
future consequences can deflect them from their targets. “Vaulting ambition”
(Machbeth, 1.vii.26), passionate love, complete identification with an individual’s
interest and lack of intelligence and imagination destroy their positive approach,
sound judgement, sensible wish and healthy thought. Thus one can see only her
dearest son as the king and the other her beloved husband. Casting away the
priceless jewel and peace of mind they can only think to hoist the person nearest
their heart at the zenith of the humanity. Apparently at the beginning they
become successful in their plot when Kaikeyee compels the king to decide
according to her decision and on the other hand in the similar fashion, Lady
Macbeth wins the first bout by leading her dearest partner to the throne wading
through the blood of legal heir. But once this first flush of enthusiasm is over,
when the long cherished deed has been done, they gradually begin to break
down. Disillusionment, degeneration and despair prey upon them more and more
to lead them towards decay and dissolution. This nervous failure indicates at the
fact that whatever they may outwardly appear, whichever they may say or
however they may perform their job, they are actually made of the stuff most
women are made and both of them are not devoid of soft feminine feelings.
Again both these ‘femme fatale’ commit the blunder of not having complete
understanding about the nature, behaviour and character of their closest ones for
whom they are on the feet to fight against the rest of the world. They lack the
foresight to penetrate the heart of their hearts. This is why they feel the thorn of
thorny throne immediately after achieving their goal. For the epical queen the
death of Dasharatha fills the cup of her crime to the brim and added to it the
banishment of Manthara from the kingdom by Bharata whose disgraceful
rebuking to his mother for her unjust action makes it impossible for her to
tolerate all these happenings simultaneously, while the Shakespearean queen
becomes gradually aloof from her husband:

“How now, my lord! Why do you keep alone, / Of sorriest fancies your
companions making,” (Macbeth, 111.ii.8-9).
She even feels that by following the way of crime they actually have done
nothing great:

“Nought’s had, all’s spent, / where our desire is got without content: / “T
is safer to be that which we destroy, / than by destruction dwell in doubtful joy.”
(Macbeth, 111.ii.4-7).

Www.ijmer.in 34



IntErRnATIONAL JOURNAL oF MuLtipiscipLiNARY EbucaTionaL ResearcH
ISSN: 2277-7881; Impact Factor — 6.014; IC VaLue:5.16; ISl VaLue:2.286
Vouume 8, Issue 8(1), August 2019

Both this pair of queens are continuously fed with mental agony,
dissatisfaction and torment that lead one to think about committing suicide and
the other as a patient of somnambulism and finally succumbing to death. But the
most significant point in this couple of unnatural queens is that their abnormal,
irrational and inhuman cruelty is only a momentary glaze of looking at the
prosperity of their dear ones- to one her only son, to another her beloved
husband. This pair does not think for their own self and once their respective
destination is reached, they throw away the hysteria of their cruelty. So it would
be injustice on the part of the readers to place them in the same line of
Clytemnestra in Aeschylus’ play Agamemnon as a symbol of cruelty and
relentlessness. Even we perceive no note of extreme selfishness of their
aspiration as it is implored not for their own individual self but for one very close
in relationship with them. Above all, both of these two are the representatives of
those immortal literary figures who are famous not for their fame or glory but for
their foolish falsity that attacks itself as a boomerang does.

What we have hitherto seen here is nothing but the recorded facts drawn
from judging the various perspectives, mentalities, words and works of these two
queens. But if we penetrate into them, we can easily understand, through them
the authors try to depict the age-old stereotyped notions revolving around the
nature, behaviour, manner, desire and actions of women. Since the inception of
the beginning of human existence on the earth, it is noticed that God, the
impartial judge, himself created man first in the name of Adam and later woman
is made out of man under the name Eve. From that time onwards a deep-rooted
gender bias has become the part and parcel of human sensation and as a matter of
much regret, it is not vanished completely from our society even today.
Literature, being the mirror to society, cannot keep itself away from this craze.
This is why in most of the historical, mythical and textual tradition the female
figures are presented as ‘female’ by virtue of certain lack of qualities and
feminine state is looked upon as a deformity. Starting from the time of B.C. the
literatures, be it an epic like the Ramayana, or a fairy tale, where the beautiful
princess is always saved by a brave and handsome prince, or a tragedy like
Macbeth, depict the woman as an imperfect man, a mis-begotten male. Then
again comes the concept that female characters are foolish, irrational, illogical,
inferior and emotional, having no balance between head and heart. In most of the
traditions women have been always considered incapable of any serious thinking,
irrespective of religion, region, race and age to which they live. It is the socio-
cultural mind-set to see the women from a different angle. The great poet
Valmiki and the greatest dramatist of the world Shakespeare are also unable to
keep themselves away from these pettinesses of outlook, attitude, temperament,
conceptions and views, though it is also true that they, more often than not, have
penned female characters free from these trivialities. It can be said then that they,
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too, compromise their greatness in the mould of popular instinct by creating
female figures with natural faults and moral shortcomings.

We can now try to find how this anti-feministic approach be applied to
these afore-discussed infamous female characters both of whom become the
prototype of femme-fatale. Both of these queens have been presented as
individuals who have admitted evil to dwell in them and gradually succumb to it
as all know when the soil is tainted the poisonous seeds take root:

“The penalty of an evil passion is that it harnesses to its car, and
degrades, the original goodness of a character.”(Brooke, 204 )
Evil thoughts and wickedness are the servants of mistresses whose business and
pleasure is to do wrong. To create the dark atmosphere of a story, it is quite
mandatory to present characters like Kaikeyee and Lady Macbeth who indulge
darkness in their souls. Macbeth is only the hand which does the murder, Lady
Macbeth is the impelling soul of it, the incarnate slaughter, similarly Dasharatha
is the ruler to pronounce the banishment of Ramachandra but he is the ruler ruled
by the guile of ominous-designed Kaikeyee. This pair of queens is not actually
crude type of woman by nature but they become infamous by allowing the unjust
and immoral instinct to penetrate their mind through some dark agencies as they
cherish the ambition for the crown for their closest ones. They are the typical of
those women to whom love of power and property creates such a fanatic
sensation that they can easily sacrifice all other considerations of a sensible, just
and moral woman. Their narrow, dirty and mean minds find friends only among
a lower sort of persons that compels them to take full trust on the words of the
witches for one and the evil minded maid-servant for other proving true the
often-said dictum a man or woman is always known by his or her companions.
This is why Lady Macbeth takes the witches in her bosom while Kaikeyee can do
nothing but to rely upon none other than complex Manthara only. Depending on
such black forces, they see, hear, smell and feel nothing but the death of the king
on one side and the crown for the beloved son on the other. Once their
destination is reached, we observe a u-turn change in them manifesting the so-
called believed contrast between man and woman in an extraordinary critical
situation of impulse and tension. In a man emotion rarely exists without thought
being exercised upon it, every emotion is bound up with its thoughts and every
thought with its emotions like two clasped hands. But in a woman it is not so-
either passion or intellect is dominant in her. If her intellect be dominant, it acts,
and governs her actions alone, without any emotion accompanying it. If her
passion dominates, it acts, too, alone without any thought mixed up with it. No
reasoning, no discussion of objections or results, accompanies the execution of
her desire. Both the queens in the whirl of their impulse see no objections, no
hindrances to achieve their aim. No sense of honour, no scruples of conscience,
no tenderly feelings intervene to stay their will. During that climatic point their
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intellect and sense of right and wrong do not exist. For this very reason the
retribution of Nature finds immediate action on their lives, though their male
counterparts survive the onslaught with courage and fortitude.

Another aspect which is common in them is their lack of poetic vision.
They can never think or foresee the situation in immediate future. This is why
soon after becoming the queen Lady Macbeth feels what they have done, does
not give her the sweet taste of monarchy rather fills her with pangs, pathos and
pain, while the other queen never sees her son as the king but a preserver of a
throne for his banished elder-brother. Thus through them the authors with their
own ingenious way of presentation try to manifest that on the ground of
prophetic prediction women are lagging far behind. Finally from them we can
also observe the ongoing belief that a woman collapses in a very short time. It is
evident from the incident that Lady Macbeth begins to utter ‘foul whisperings’
(Macbeth, V.i.78) in her ‘slumbery agitation’ (Macbeth, V.i.12) and in no time
succumbs to death, while her mythical counterpart with crestfallen heart waits for
the returning of her step-son and to be forgiven to return back once more to the
regular course of life from where she has presently driven herself away on
account of her misdeed.
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"WVy fegkjh ckeish d dk;dky e fn, x, fopkjk dk v/; ;u*

efuk frokjh ,o , I-ib- flg
" Nk=k iLrdky; foKku kkBkj ker flg egifo]ky; jhokie-i+
foHdxk/ ;{1 iLrdky; foKku *W-Bkj.ker flg egkfo]ky; jhokie-i-:

iLriouk &
Hkjr jRu 1o 1/Mue=h vVy fcgkjh cktizh n'd ,1 pu g, urkvk e 1 ,d g tkviu(;Drfo d
fy thu thr gA mudh vitLoh ok.k] glo Hko] cky E tk fd ng vVy cukrt gA wWy
t fdlh igplu d eigrit ugh mudk dn bruk Apk g] tk fo o d dN gh urkvk dk jgk gA 25
fnlECj 1924 dk Xokfy;J e budk tle gwi bud firkth dk uke d".k fcghjh g t Ldy f'i{kd FA
vVy th db ek dk uke d".k noh gA tc budh ikjttkd ik py jaon At rc egt 10 Tky dh me e
igyh ckj Ldy e blgku HK'%.k fnskA 15 Bky dh me e Bu 1939 e 1% 1 €MA Bu 1951 e *;kek
i lin e[kth u tul% cuk;k rc vy th ILFkid InLske 1 ,d FA Wy th ,d jktutfrd glu d
A&k ,d dfo] 1% ipkjd ,0 vkn™foknh 0;fDr FA Bu 1957 e 33 Lky dh me e gh migiu 10n
Hkou e wviuk oplo ngk kA bud Hk'k.k dk Tu ug: th u Hkoh 1/kue=h dgk( ug:] bfnjk dh rjg
VVy th 3 ckj i/kkue=h in ij cu jgA blg Hkjrh; jktubfr dk "wtkr*k=* Hh dgk thrk gA

1 Wy ti di ie[k miyfth;k &
Wy i d dk;dhy di’5 ie[k miyitAk € n'k ge'l in j[xk &

L1 iMkue=h d 1 e &

Vi Tk[kg .k dk 1Qy Tjek.k ijifk. kl

lu 1998 dh ckr g] tc vy th dh Bjdkj dk cu doy 3 eghu gh g, Fk rc migiu ,d cMk QEk
fysk Mijek.k ijf {k ¥ dk vefjdk wy t1 d bl Qly d f[ vkQ Fk midh [KQ;k ,tlh 1Vykovl
1 fuxjkut dj jon FeA exj vy ti d etcr bjkn mudk /ky pVk fn,A 11 0 13 eb lu 1998 dk
ik[j.k e 1Qy 1jek.k 1jifk.k fd,A

Wy th u DyVu dk fy [k &"ijek.k gffk;kjk dk bLreky mI n"k d f[kykQ ugh gixk] fEldh Hijr
d ifr cjh Houk ugh gA*

ich eknh 1 dgk jkthe fulk, i&

xtjkr d Hi'kk nxk d nkjlu tc ujin eknh d Bk cBdj il dWY e viuk c;ku fn;k&fd eknd
Jkthe fulk,A ; c;ku wWy th u blfy, fn;k D;kid ml Be; Hktik 1jdkj Dokyk e f7] Fib wij
ml oDr wWy t dk ; c;lu vge Hdedk fud FibA nljh vkj tc Hktik cicjh fokol dh [K'k;k e
Mch Fib rk wWy thu bl [Kh 1 viu dk vyx jIKA migku viuh ikvh d BeFu e dib c;ku ugh
fn;kA

i pUnsku dh 1Qyrk &
15 vxLr 2003 dk vy th u n* d igy plnfe*fu "pln;ku&l* dh Ak dif fel 22 vDVcj 2008
dk yip fd;k x;HA Tkuh di [i€ gb €k bljk dh Icl cM BQyrk ekuh x;h FiA

Int dMj %Vuk &
24 fnlcj 1999 dk vkrdh Iyu dk gibtd dj dij y x, ftle 176 ;k=h vij 15 @ ecl FA fEl 1
wy ti d Aij dM dVik g,A migiu cMh gh Bgt vij foue ko 1 ij bYtle viu 1j y fy;A

ibh dijfxy dk.M &

ikd Buk wvij virfd;k dn 1;Dr Vie Ihek yk%kdj di’ehj e %EtA n*eu Bjgn yk% gekj tokuk ij
VW iM] vy u uokt “kjhQ dk Qku dj Be>k;k He] yfdu ckr ugh cutA fQj dkjfxy ;) "k= gwvkA
VK[ e ikd Buk dk gffk;kj Mkyu TMA

“Hejr dk ,Veh ikoj cuku oky xM Qknj wWy fcgkjh ckei;h gh gA
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1-2- fojkk ny urk d zi e &

fo'okl d er d HK'%.k u cktish u dgk "v/;{k egin;] t; e jktuhfr e vk;k eu dHa Dkpk Hb ugh
Hk fd e ,e-if- cuxiA e i=dkj Fik vkj ;g jktubfr fEl rjg dh jktuhfr py joh g] e> jkl ugh
vikrh e rk NiMuk pkgrk g exj jktubfr e> ugh NiMr g] fQj Hi e fojkkh ny dk urk gviA

2- Wy th d fopkj ‘&

21 ke d ifr &

ckti;h th Hktik e vdy urk Fk €k 6 fnlicj 1992 dk loj v;K;k e ugh Fk vkj fnu e tc mud
1g;kxh f'kodekj u <kpk txju dh [kcj nh) rk cktish u uigkexh tifgj dmA

ckt;ih th v;l/sk e dkjlok dk fojkk dj jg FA cktizh dk ekuuk Fik fd fdlh jkeufrd ny dk
Mfed elyk e n[ky ugh nuk pkfg, vij [KErkjg 1 ,1 fdlh vinkyu e gjixt ‘kfey ugh gkuk
pkfg,A yfdu tc ikvh e bl ij lykg e"kojk gwvk] viMokuh dkjlok e “Kfey giu d fy, ncko Mky
Jo Fork cktih u ikvh Ho vie Bgefr ij viu fojkk dk 1N j[k fn;kA

22 v d ifr &

13 fnu e 1jdij fxju 1j vy thu viu ,d Hk'k.k e dgk Fk ; dkb vplud peRdkj ugh g] tk ge
bru okv fey g ; gekjh 40 Bky dh egur gA gekjh 365 fnu pyu okyh 1kvh gA ; puko e dkb
ddjeRr dh rjg ink giu okyh ikvh ugh gA

23 fojkhurkd zie &

Wy th u viu ik e dgk fd vit ge f1Q blfy, dVdj e [IMk dj fn;k x;k D;Kd ge FiMh
T;knk IV ugh yk ik,A 1j ge vc Hh Inu e Bcl cM foi{k d rkj 1j cBxA vkidk gekjk 1g;kx
ydj Inu pyluk gixk ge 1jk Ig;kx nx] v'olLr jfg,A

1971 e Hkjr 1kd ;) d nkjku vy th u bfnjk xki dk nxk dgk FHA ckn e vy th u dgk fd eu
mudh nxk 1 ryuk dHd ugh diA e nxk dk eryc thurk g ok diih nxk ugh gk 1drhA

24 jeulfr d ifr &

wWy th ef=;k dk ijk Lil nr F] gj e=h dk viu rjid 1 dke dju dh iji NV Fd] wWy th
1jdij d ikvh Ig;kx<h ;ok rd fd foifk dk Hh BiFk ydj pyu e ;diu j[kr FA

25 lekt d ifr &

VVy fegkgh ckei;h € pkg iMue=h in 1j jg ok ;k urk ifrifk c’fd n*k dh ckr gk ;k @kfrdijh db
;K fQj mudh viun gh dforkvk dh uih&ryh vkj cokd VIi.kh dju e vWy th dhb ugh pdA ;g ij
mud dN fopkj fn, &k jg g €k bl idkj g &

"jr dk ydj ejh ,d nf'V g , b Hgr € KK ;] fujgrk rik viio 1 eDr gi*A

&  "@krdkj;k d DIk geu Usk; ugh fd;k n*koklh egu @ifrdkfj;k dk thy jg g] vitinh d cin
vighk d virjd d dij.k ;g Ic gviA*

&  Yejh dfork tx dk ,yku g] ijkt; db iLriouk ugidA og gkj g; flikgh dk ujk’;&fuukn ug
&

R0

t>r ;DL dkt; 1dYi g] ;g fujk’k dk Loj ugh( viRefo okl dk ;%' gA*
Lof.ke prikt ;ktuk & Hkjr d pkjk dkuk dk IMdk d ekx 1 tiMu dh ;keuk fel vxth e
xkYMu diMyVy ;k D; ik€DV dh "kzvkr dh xbA

dN vuely fopkj &
NkV eu e dib cMk ugh gkrl] VW eu I dib [kMk ugh gkrk
ej itk e> bruh Aplb diia er nuk
xjk dk xy u yxk 1d] brut - [kb dih er nukA

vVy thu dgk & e eju I ugh Mjrk g cfyd cnuket 1 Mjrk gA

3 pfpr clr &

31 cM cvic: gdj ge rj dp 1 fudy &

11985% § Xokfy ;J ykd Itk puko e 45 gtkj okvk I gkj Londkj djr g, vy th u dgk K[k Htu u
gk; xkikyll py py pcy dh “kykA 1D;kfd mud Bk DeFkd Hh dkQh nj B H[k 1;k0 cB
Fét Dk gh ;g dgk & cM cvic: gkdj ge rj dp 1 fudyA
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32 uigh ucj ,d] ckdh Ic nll ucjh i&

1975 dh ckr g dix ivkbk cuu 1j vWyth u bl binjk ivibh dgkA vkikrdky d ckn dixl dk ucj
nk dh fLRfr e wWy th u 0;x idVik: djr g, dgk fd 'bfnjk xki ucj ,d] ucj nk g dku\ doy
ucj ,d] ucj nk diu g ukjh ucj ,d] ckdh Ic nl ucjiA

33 D;k dkb 1j fgykdj Hh HK'k.k nrk g &

,d ckj bfnjk xik u vy th dh viykpuk dh Fio fd ok cgr gk fgyk&fgykdj ckr djr gA bld
ckn wWyth u tokc e dgk "ok rk Bid g] vkiu fdIh dk ij fgykdj ckr djr n[k g D;kAf

Ik &
o nyk e Londk; vy th d thou dk ge iluk 1j “Knk dh Dhek e ugh ckk Idr yfdu dN
ifDr;k d el/;e 1 mud 0;DrRo dk mdju dh dif'k*k g &

ekr 1 Bu xb!

t>u dk ejk bjknk u R elM ij feyx bldk oknk u FK

JiLrk jkd dj og [Mh gk xb] ;k yxk fenxh T cMh gk xbA

Wy bk Bk ikn'h vij Ljloj 1k "kr i&

jivoin Wy th d fy, f1Q uijk ugl civd] thou kyh FiA xjic dk vikdj fyiu d fy, Vi
thh 0;0LFl] if@;kvk dk 1jyidj.i gj xio rd IMd] Loif.le prikt] fo'o Lrji; bYK.VDpj jkv
fuek.| mud fopkjk I €Mk i vkt Hr feu rdutfd;k o PR[K ij [ o] mEdh vidjkyk vy
feghjh cittish u j [1A

Icl ych jktufrd ikjh 1&
1942 1 2005 rd tul% ;k okn e cuh Hkeik d fdIh Hh urk u 1% ifjolj dk ml rjg IQ NQ
lykg nu dbh ";n o fgker fn[lko €Ih ckti;h €h u fn[kb] ckti;h th ertin dk eulin e ugh
CNyu nu oky jkturk FA
fulku & 16 vxLr 2018A
Intk & Wy fegigh ckti;h & VIbED wkQ bf.M;k

www. britannicaa.com

nfud HiLd] jhok] 17 vxLr 2018

n bf.M;u ,DLil

VvVy fegkjh ckei;h d vueky fopkj 4 fgint BkigR;

nkl xirk] ekul 15 viy 2002%* vajpayee’s adivce to modi*
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Wy feghjh cktizh & ,d ifjp; BBC Hindi
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INDIA’S ACT EAST POLICY: ITS PROBLEMS AND PROSPECTS IN
NORTH EAST INDIA AND ASSAM
Upama Saikia
Political Science Department
Gauhati University, Gauhati ,India

Abstract

The Act East Policy is a revival of India’s prior Look East Policy.The
upgraded version of the policy which was originally conceived as an economic
initiative, has gained political, strategic and cultural dimensions including
establishment of institutional mechanisms for dialogue and cooperation.The main
aim of this policy is to promote economic cooperation, cultural ties and
developed strategic ties with the countries of Asia Pacific region through
continuous engagement. The Act East policy is successor of one of the important
strategies of India’s foreign policy i.e. Look east policy. Although the Northeast
India is a gateway of Southeast Asian nations.Greater connectivity and economic
integration of India’s North East with its eastern neighbors is considered a key
focus area for growth and development of the region. This paper analyses the
challenges faced by the northeast India as well as the Assam government and the
opportunities to implementation of this policy.

Key Words: Look East policy, Act East Policy, ASEAN, Asia Pacific

Introduction

North East India is a landlocked area and was always remain aloof from the
mainstream of India. North East India is connected with a mainstream through a
small Silliguri corridor that is called chicken neck. For this reason this region has
never come to forefront in any governmental initiatives. But in 1990s under the
Prime Minister ship of NarashimhaRao Indian government adopted Look East
Policy. The look east policy cultivate and strengthen economic and strategic
relations with the nation of southeast Asia as the North East India remain
gateway to the South East Asian nation. Look east policy experienced a mixed
results.to overcome the challenges and experiencing greater opportunities in
November 2014 then as well as present prime minister NarendraModi adopted
act east policy at east Asian summit NAY PYI TAW in Myanmar. It focuses on
the economic,political,cultural and strategic ties with the Asia pacific region
including establishment of institutional mechanisms for dialogue and
cooperation. The key difference between this two policy is that the look east
policy focused on the economic integration with the southeast Asian countries
and the area was just confined to southeast Asia only .On the other hand the Act
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East Policy focused on the economic and security integration and focus area
increase South Asia plus East Asia.

Historical Background of Act East Policy

India adopted various initiatives to developed the nation substantively. Among
them look east policy registered impressive gains from its inception .India
become a sectorial partner of ASEEAN in 1992.dialogue partner and member of
ASEAN Regional forum in 1996.india and ASEAN entered into a summit
partnership in2002 and in 2003 launched free trade agreement(FTA) in goods in
2003.in the past few years,the relationship has not been able to maintain the same
momentum. Even Hilary Clinton the then us secretary of state, during her visit to
India in 2001 said that India should not merely look towards the ‘east’ ,but more
importantly, ‘act’ and ‘engage’ with the East. The NDA government outlined the
act east policy in may 2014 within the six months of assuming power in may
2014.The policy seeks to revive or regenerate the India’s ties with ASEAN as
well as expand the country’s engagement beyond the region to encompass the
Koreas in the north to Australia and New Zealand in the Southand from
neighboringBangladesh to Fiji and pacific island countries in the far East. If this
policy is successfully implemented then northeast India and Assam also become
juncture between India, southeast and East Asian countries. Understanding the
strategic importance of northeast, government of India developed this policy
through 3 important Cs which are literally connectivity,commerce and culture
and create a geo-poli-eco hub of the country.

Objectives of Act East Policy

The objectives of Act East Policy are enumerated as follows:

1. Promote economic cooperation, cultural ties and develop strategic
relationship with countries in the Asia-Pacific region through continuous
engagement at regional, bilateral and multilateral levels.

2. To increase the interaction of the North-Eastern Indian states with other
neighboring countries.

3. To find out the alternatives of the traditional business partners like; more focus
on the Pacific countries in addition to the South East Asian.

4. To curb the increasing impact of China in the ASEAN region. Two-way trade
between India and ASEAN moved up to $71.6 billion in 2016-17 from $2 billion
in the early ’90s. In contrast, two-way trade between China and ASEAN stood at
$452.31billion in 2016.

5. Experts say that under the “Act East Policy” the government is relying on the
3 C's (Culture, Connectivity and Commerce) to develop better relations with
ASEAN nation.
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Noertheast India and Act East Policy

Northeast India is 30" largest region in population in the world with eight small
states i.e. Assam Arunachal Pradesh,Meghalaya, Mizoram,Manipur, Tripura,
Nagaland and Sikkim and 11" largest in india.it is the only region havingborders
with 5 countriese.so northeast India instead remain the gateway of ASEAN
countries it has to actively involved into this policy. Even the geographical
location of this region is most favorable to meet India’s vision. Hence NDA
government under the Prime Minister ship of NarendraModi has paid greater
attention to the infrastructure development in the region. Several key projects
funded by government of India have been prioritized to give necessary impetus
to the act east policy. Kaladan multi projectsand its last legcompletion. Schedule
for completion between 2019-2020,the project will connect Kolkata port to the
northeast region via Myanmar’s Sittwe port. The NDA government sees the Land
Ports or the Integrated Check Posts laced all along the region’s borders as ‘trade
rivets’ to the ASEAN. Moreh in Manipur and Akhaura in Agartala have turned
out to be a major source of land port based trade for the region. India-Myanmar-
Thailand Trilateral Highway will serve as the main trade and tourism artery for
the future for the region. It consists of Imphal-Mandalay 584 km and Mandalay-
Bangkok 1,397 km segments. It is a transnational highway in good condition
except for 101 km, part of 120 km long Kalewa-Yagyi stretch, which is being
upgraded to 2-lane highway by India. The project is set to be completed by 2021.
Tripura has attracted great attention from institutional investors as a potential
logistics hub for the North East. A major reason is the project funded by the
NDA government that will connect Sabroom, the Southern-most tip of Tripura,
to the Chittagong port in Bangladesh, which is just 64kms away, thereby
connecting the North East to the Indian Ocean and opening massive new trade
arbitrage opportunities. Once completed, this project will enhance the potential
of Agartala, the capital of Tripura state, into competing with Kolkata in terms of
pushing two-way trade into the region.HIRA - Highways, I-ways, Railways, and
Airways - is the philosophy espoused by Prime Minister Modi for the all round
development of the region that will offer multi-mode connectivity to the South
East Asia. Many highway and railway projects are underway. Agartala became
the 3rd I-gateway for the country with the coming of the fiber optic network from
Bangladesh. Following the vision of the Prime Minister, various state
governments have taken up projects to increase people-to-people connectivity.
Udaan scheme of the Civil Aviation ministry is enhancing intra-regional air
connectivity. Soon Guwahati airport will also be launching 6 flights to the
ASEAN region enhancing its footprint in international connectivity. There have
been extensive potential for tourism in this region.
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Assam and Act East Policy

The Assam government launched the act east policy department to ensure the
implementation of this policy in a given period of time. This department will
facilitate an environment for investment and rapid industrialization the state. The
road connection to South East Asian countries is also available along ASEAN
Highway network that can be accessed from the existing NH-39 & NH-36 of
Assam through DIMAPUR -KOHIMA-IMPHAL to reach Myanmar at the
Border town of Moreh. This route assumes lot of significance as it has been
envisaged to connect Thailand, Laos, Vietham Cambodia, Malaysia and
Indonesia along the same highway network. This will definitely change the
prevailing status of economic development of the country.he NH 152 from
Assam has a direct link to the Royal Kingdom Bhutan.

Connectivity to Bangladesh through NH-51, NH-40, NH-151, NH-44:

NER has 3 distinct national highways connecting the capital city Bangladesh i.e.

Dhaka. The routs are:

= GUWAHATI-JORABAT-SHILLONG-DAUKI-SYLHET-DHAKA-  This
route stretches along NH 37&40 totalling467 km

= GUWAHATI-JORABAT-SHILLONG-KARIMGANJ-SUTARKANDI-
SYLHET-DHAKA-This route stretches along NH37,40, 44&15 ltotalling
657km.

= GUWAHATI-PAIKAN-DALU-DHAKA-This  route stretches along
NH37totalling 261 km in the Indian territory only of which the entire 22 km
of NH-51 (Assam portion) has already been developed to 2- lane with paved
shoulder by PWD under SARDP-NE. There are another major road
connection to china through Arunachal Pradesh i.e.
The NH-52 in the north bank of Brahmaputra from BaihataChariali to
Dhemaji is a major road connecting Arunachal Pradesh.

Challenges of Act East Policy

There are various problems for implementationof this policy. These are:
1.Landlocked condition of the region: Most of this region is hilly place as well as
landlocked area. Hence, this region lagging behind in terms of communication
and business with the neighboring countries.
2.Insurgency: It is well known that northeast India is an insurgency prone area.
There are numerous insurgency groups create a turmoil situation in this area.
These groups are taking shelter in the neighboring countries mainly Bhutan and
Myanmar. The act east policy is used as a means to convince the neighboring
countries to drive out those insurgent groups
3.Various problems due to the connectivity: It cannot be said that connectivity
lead to the
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the development of trade and economy. Better connectivity do not only promote
legal trade. But also increase illegal trade in drugs, small arms and human
trafficking.

Prospects of Act East Policy

In spite of those above challenges Northeast India has been experienced greater
opportunities to developed this region. As this policy is more vibrant, innovative,
dynamic and result oriented. All the states of the Northeast should plan for
comprehensive rail and air connectivity, which would facilitate to and fro
movement of people from within the region as well as beyond. Along
withdeveloping the present infrastructure, there is a need to establish and
strengthening feeder routes supporting the tribal hinterlands, than only
developing the capital valleys. Creating opportunities for the establishment
of technical, management and business schools in all the states in the
region, which would provide a strong base for the local youth to build a
dynamic career strengthening the region of its productivity. In order to harness
the benefits of the “Act East Policy”, India has upgraded its relations to strategic
partnership with JAPAN, Australia, Vietnam, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore
and Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN),Republic of Korea (ROK)
and forged close ties with all countries in the Asia-Pacific region. Another
prospects of this policy is to solving the problems of unemployment of this
region by implementing the above ventures. The North Eastern region, due to
the availability of resources and pristine climate would be selected for
the research and production of high end technological hardware, which
includes Nano and micro technologies which would support the Indian space
programme as well as strengthen the electronic and software sector

Conclusion

From the above discussion it can be conclude that ACT EAST POLICY has great
significant for this region. The development of a region mostly depends upon the
economy of that region. Which can be possible only through a well developed
connectivity. The three pillars of this policy i.e. Commerce, Connectivity and
Culture which bring about potential prosperity and peace in this region. The
initiatives of Centre as well as State government are remarkable in this context.
he Parliamentary Standing Committee on Ministry of Commerce
andindustry, in its recent report, appreciated the work under taken Ministry
of Road Transport and Highways for smooth road connectivity, particularly
with Myanmar, but added that much needs to be done in this direction
since physical infrastructure, including road, rail, and air connectivity, is a
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serious problem in the North East States The Committee also recommended
early completion of the projects as roadsare the real facilitator to transport,
connectivity and trade.
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Abstract

The current paper aims to argue that Race and Gender are crucial issues in the
context of post-apartheid Africa. For a country which was ravaged by colonial
brutality and legitimate racial discrimination, the end of apartheid in 1991 was
a relief from the racial atrocities. In the apartheid era, Blacks were not only
kept away from the mainstream society but they were also tortured, raped and
denied all the privileges. But, not everything was fixed or became normal
once apartheid ended officially. The history of racial wrongs haunted the
nation and hence a tense or rather chaotic situation was prevalent. There are
many instances of even white women of South Africa being raped by the
Black African men. In this light the paper aims to understand that the status of
black women was even worse as they not only had to confront racial
discrimination but patriarchal hegemony as well. If lawlessness and chaos
were common, white privilege was also present in some White South
Africans’ psyche who could not come out of their history of dominance.

Keywords : Gender, Race, Discrimination, Apartheid.

Introduction

Coetzee’s novel Disgrace, presents us the complex scenario of post apartheid
South Africa and the way the White South Africans respond to the new
circumstances brought about by the end of White Hegemony known as
Apartheid. In a review of this novel for the New York Times (November 11,
1999), Christopher Lehman Hampt noted that the book reflects the uncertainty
of post apartheid South Africa, where, “all values are shifting.” This novel
deals with race and power in post apartheid South Africa. It is a representative
of the new South Africa, where the social troubles relating binary oppositions
such as black-white and powerless-powerful are stressed out. This dissertation
intends to analyze the representation of Gender and Race in J.M. Coetzee’s
Disgrace set in the context of Post Apartheid South Africa.
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The novel reflects upon the reversal of power equations and the implications
of such a reversal through the plot. The white man David Lurie rapes his black
student and expects nothing to go wrong against him. Three black men rapes
his daughter Lucy, but, David expects the men to be caught and punished.
But, due to the changed times, David himself gets punished while the men
who raped his daughter roam scot free. David’s whiteness is now not only
powerless but also vulnerable. His actions guided by his White privilege
cannot escape equivalent consequences like the old times. The title of the
novel carries within it the significance of the historical changes in South
Africa. The situation for both races, the white and the blacks is a matter of
disgrace. It’s a situation that is unnerving, it paints the new order with bleak
colors that the official apparatus cannot correct as easily as desired.

Does Being Manly Mean Being Predatory?

The novel begins with these lines, “FOR A MAN of his age, fifty-
two, divorced, he has, to his mind, solved the problem of sex rather well.
But it seems that he has not solved the problem of sex whatsoever as sex it
self becomes the prime aspect which ultimately leads Lurie to disgrace.
As Michael Gorra of the New York Times aptly observes:

“Coetzee's central character believes that "for a man of his age, 52,
divorced, he has, to his mind, solved the problem of sex rather well." That's
the novel's first sentence, and it tells us that David Lurie hasn't solved the
problem at all. This is simply the status quo whose rupture will produce a
story.”

The problem of sex and Lurie’s temperament about many aspects of life lead
him to fall into an abyss from which there shall be no exit. He is dissatisfied
with his profession as a professor of communications. He also offers a course
on Romantic literature. One can observe the fact that Lurie’s sexual activities
are all essentially risky as he seems attached to a prostitute who can be seen
reluctant towards his advances to have a romantic affair despite her having a
family. He can be seen seducing a secretary at the Cape Town University and
completely ignores her thereafter. His actual “Disgrace” begins when his eyes
fall on one of his own students, a girl named Melanie Issacs. His attempts to
seduce her and persist on his way to have an affair would end his career as a
professor and his reputation.
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Whiteness - The Privileged Existence

David Lurie is a white man in post apartheid South Africa. It is not
the same old privileged position for Lurie just because of the fact that he is
white as time have changed now. When his scandal broke out, Lurie was
intimidated and ridiculed by a young black man, his car was vandalized, an
enquiry committee was formed to investigate the accusation against him, there
was a visible outrage to be seen from the student community. All these were
because of the changed times. If it were to be the apartheid era, Lurie could
have walked out of this easily without even being questioned about his actions
as the the racist divide was legitimate and institutional. But the changing
times and changed regulations put Lurie in a vulnerable position both in
society and under law. But it seems that he has not yet acclimatized to the
changing times as he refuses to defend himself or apologize in front of the
committee and hence is forced to resign from his post as professor.

After being dismissed from his professorship at the university he seeks
residence at his daughter Lucy’s farm in Eastern Cape. His Daughter who
seems to be a leshian is one of the few white person in the east of South
Africa who is a farmer. Her character is an important part of the novel which
represents how gender equation works the the post apartheid South Africa.
She is a single woman who works at her farm and sell her wares at a nearby
farmer’s market. She can also be seen as working along with Petrus who once
was her “dog-man” who took care of Lucy’s dogs. Petrus is a polygamously
married black African whose farms border’s with Lucy’s.

The balance of power in the country seems to be shifting. Shortly after
coming to the rural setup, he is forced to witness three black African men who
forced into the farm house and raped Lucy. They also attempt to kill David by
setting him on fire. In addition to this they also shot Lucy’s dogs and killed
them. Since black people in South Africa were taught to fear dogs as symbols
of white power and oppression, the act of killing dogs can be seemingly
considered as an act of retaliation against the racist legacy of apartheid. The
three men steal Lurie’s car and is never found again even by the police.

Assimilation Through Compromises

Lucy is depressed and becomes agoraphobic after the attack. Lurie
asks her to reveal everything that happened to the police but she does not. To
David’s horror she becomes pregnant by one of the rapists. She is advised by
Lurie to get the pregnancy aborted but she does not even want to discuss the
attack with David until much later. In the meantime, David suspects Petrus
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being involved in the attack and this suspicion is strengthened when one of
the attackers, a young man named Pollux, attends one of Petrus's parties and is
claimed by Petrus as a kinsman. Pollux ultimately comes to live with Petrus,
and spies on Lucy bathing. When David catches Pollux doing this, Lucy
forces David to abstain from any retribution. David surmises that ultimately,
Lucy will be forced into marrying Petrus and giving him her land, and it
appears that Lucy is resigned to this contingency.

Returning back to Cape Town, David finds that his house has been broken
into in his long absence by looters or students agitating his affair with
Melanie. He tries to attend a theatre performance of Melanie but is driven
away by the same black man who once intimidated him at his office. He tries
to apologize to Melanie’s Father but is advised to seek his own path to
redemption.

Lurie returns to Lucy’s farm. Lucy decides her own course of action. She will
sign over her land to Petrus (marrying him in a contractual sense) in exchange
for protection and the right to remain in her house. Lurie starts working with a
woman called Bev Shaw, Lucy’s friend who keeps an animal shelter and often
euthanizes animals. His work will be to dispose the dead euthanized animals,
mostly dogs. The novel ends with David Lurie, who once was a professor,
who once used to think about the romances of Lord Byron, who used to have
risky affairs, now ending up with an unattractive woman at an animal shelter,
disposing dead animals, in Disgrace.

Disgrace is set in post-apartheid South Africa. Even though apartheid
has legally ended, its legacy still haunts the country. Robbery and vandalism
frequent the countryside. Rape is a common occurrence. The outrage from a
history of oppression and violence cannot be suppressed. J.M. Coetzee brings
racial tensions to the forefront of the novel when David Lurie arrives in
Salem. His daughter, Lucy, is one of the few white farmers remaining in the
region. In the back of her property lives an African named Petrus who helps
around the farm tending to the garden and helping with the farm. He is in a
subservient position. The racial dynamics become more strained when Petrus
is implicated in indirectly facilitating a robbery on her land. He disappears
when three men attack and comes back with building supplies to renovate his
new house. The division becomes clear when Lurie confronts Petrus. The end
of the novel however does not allow for such a clear distinction when Lucy
becomes pregnant with one of the robbers' children and thus becomes a part of
Petrus' family, though unwillingly.
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David’s relationship with women and David’s views on gender role is
one of the major themes in the book. Coetzee depicts a South African society
in which males clearly dominate the power in relationships with females.
Coetzee uses rape as a tool to show how men treat women as inferior beings
and impulses us to look at some of the convoluted issues that spring
masculinity, particularly the ways male characters treat women. In many
ways, this story is all about the powerful and powerless. Initially, David Lurie
is in a role of power which turns to powerlessness after a sad turn of events.

Coetzee examines the primary theme of powerlessness through the rape of
Lucy. Rape has been a way to suppress women since ancient times when a
rape was conducted as a regular means to bring a woman into a man’s tribe or
nation. As Donna McNamara and Bonnie Clairmont state, The English word
‘rape’ is derived from the Latin ‘rapier’ which means to steal, seize or carry
away.

Regrettably, rape is still regarded as a way to steal, seize, or carry away, and
today it does so by forcing women into subjugated and subservient roles.
However, Lucy’s rape is not simply about the subjugation of women. She tells
her father:

“The reason is that, as far as | am concerned, what happened to me is
a purely private matter. In another time, in another place, it might be held to
be a public matter. But in this place, at this time, it is not. It is my business,
mine alone.” (132)

Conclusion

Thus it may be argued that Gender is a key aspect in the context of the
novel because, amidst the new order of the country, women are the most
vulnerable irrespective of her race. The rape of Lucy by three black men is
clearly related to revelation of one’s power. In the novel it seems that the
crucial objective of the rape is not related to addressing a sexual desire only
but it is conducted in order to manifest power as well. Lucy decides to give
birth to the child she is carrying as a result of rape and Lucy’s child can be
represented as the symbolic heir of post apartheid South Africa. The novel
draws a parallel between Melanie’s rape by Lucy, and Lucy’s gang rape by
three black men. What Coetzee depicts is not the concept of ‘eye for eye’
which the blacks avenged, for their humiliations suffered in the past but
develops the trope of ‘rape’ to depict the manifestation of power. Thus, the
novel can be considered as a complex counteraction of two distinct histories
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where Race and Gender are the chief signifiers and causes of actions,
reactions and consequences.
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Introduction

Studying women empowerment and its subsequent issues have been emerging as
one of the fertile areas of the domain of social science research. However, it is
not easy to define the notion of empowerment in a well-accepted manner due to
its multi-dimensional character. Generally, it is defined as, “an enabling process
to make people capable of taking decisions concerning their development and for
changing their lives for better.”" Similarly, World Banks Empowerment and
Poverty Reduction: A Sourcebook defines empowerment as “Expansion of
freedom of choice and action™". So empowerment can be defined as a multi-polar
process through which a particular section of the society is tried to be uplifted. In
the same line, women empowerment can be defined as a process through which
the women can be empowered by different means.

However, in case of India it has been widely seen that a large section of the
society i.e. the women have been lagging behind in different aspects to a great
extent even in the present era too. It wouldn’t be an exaggeration to say that still
a large portion of Indian women have been marginalized socially, politically and
economically through various means. For instance, the draconian dowry system,
female feticide, patriarchal social structure and many such others can be
considered as obstacles in the way of women empowerment. Al though Assam,
one of the north eastern states of the country have been traditionally following a
liberal lore and by virtue of which the female section of the state have been
traditionally more empowered to the females of other states of the country
specially of the mainland Indian states. However, gender differences in some
aspects can be seen here too whereby a considerable figure of the women are yet
to be empowered compare to their male counterparts. In such a complex
scenario, SHG’s (Self Help Groups) can be considered as pioneer entities in
empowering the women by different ways. Similarly assistance in different
modes from the institution of the state towards SHGs, state sponsored policies
regarding SHGs have also been playing a pivotal role in empowering women
through SHGs. Hence the
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present paper is prepared with a view to throw some lights on the working of
SHGs and state policies in women empowerment paying special reference to the
Dibrugarh town of the state of Assam.

Methodology: The present paper is based on primary sources i.e. field visit made
by the researcher. However, secondary sources such as different books, articles,
journals have also been consulted and different websites are visited while
preparing the paper.

Objectives: The present paper is of following objectives:

» To assess the role of SHGs in women empowerment of Dibrugarh town.

» To briefly assess the role of State apparatus in empowering women of the
said region.

» To prescribe suitable measures by dint of which the process of women
empowerment through SHGs can be accelerated more proficiently.

Discussion: Women empowerment, in simple sense is a multi-dimensional
process whereby the female section of a given society is tried to be uplifted
through various means. It includes the process to emancipate the female section
of the society from the time-honoured prejudices and stereotypical norms.
However, women empowerment also implies the process of giving equal status
to the women along with their male counterparts.

It is an important fact regarding the relation between women empowerment and
state policy is that the state apparatus of India, being the same of a democratic
and welfare state has been focusing the empowerment of women through various
policies, schemes it adopts time to time. For example, formation of Ministry of
Family and Child Welfare, reservation of seats for women in local bodies such as
PRIs and ULBs, educational scholarship to the meritorious girl students like
Swami Vivekanada scheme, PRAGATI scheme etc., campaign like Beti Bachao
Beti Parhau reflect the stand of Indian state apparatus on women empowerment.
In case of the Assam in general and Dibrugarh in particular too, it would not be
an exaggeration to say that various stands, policies adopted by the state apparatus
are being able to empowering the female section of the society. Truly speaking,
such initiatives have been able to empower the female section of the society to a
great extent. Among such different stands on the part of the state apparatus,
assistance accorded to the SHGs can be considered as a major initiative for the
sake of women empowerment. However, discourse on SHGs and women
empowerment would be incomplete if the role of state mechanism with its policy
towards SHGs is kept aside. Hence, the paper intends to scrutinize these issues in
a brief manner.
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In the present study 50 female respondents from 10 different SHGs of Dibrugarh
town have been selected for interview. These respondents are basically from
economically unwell family and most of them are between the age group of 25-
55.

Table No. 1
SL.No Age Group Number of SL No Educational Number of
Respondents Qualifications Respondents
1 25-35 21 1 Upto HSLC 27
2 35-45 22 2 Up to HS 18
3 45-55 7 3 Up to Graduation 5

(Table 1 denotes Age group and Educational qualification of the respondents)
During the course of interaction the researcher made queries before the
respondents regarding their view on SHGs and its fruitfulness. Here a significant
number of respondents have expressed an optimistic view on SHGs.
Significantly; most of the respondents have opined that involvement with SHGs
has changed their day to day life to great extent. In this connection, the opinion
Mrs. Bimla Devi (hame changed) deserves special mention here. The respondent
belonging to a Hindi speaking community who had been economically dependent
to her spouse and often physically humiliated by her spouse prior to her
involvement in a local SHG in 2009 but the respondent emotionally opined that
after getting involved with the SHG, the situation gradually changed due to her
economic independence and active participation in social activities. It is not the
story of one Bimla Devi. But a significant number of such women may reside in
our society at a large who felt themselves emancipated to a satisfactory extent in
patriarchal social structure by virtue of SHGs.

No human group can be considered empowered full fledgedly until and unless it
achieves economic empowerment. In this connection, it is a matter of great regret
that still the women section of the country is marginalized and is dependent to
the males to a great extent. Very often it is seen that women involving with
SHGs indulges in different activities to support their family economically which
not only makes them independent economically, but also and most importantly
makes them empowered. Significantly, financial supports on the part of the state
mechanism such as aids, loans and such others help a lot in this direction. The
researcher has made queries to the respondents on how far Government aids to
SHGs help them in leading a financially sound life. Most importantly, most of
the respondents have been found acknowledging the affirmative role of SHGs
and Government aids in their economic empowerment. They opine that they
utilize such aids in various ways like installing micro business like production
and trade of different goods like edibles, traditional cloths, sewing, poultry etc
and whatever the profit comers they deposited in bank and either distributes
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among members equally or members can take loan from their respective SHG at
minimal rate of interest whenever they need. So SHGs are found instrumental in
according financial independence to a great extent.

Figure.No-1

Response on SHGs and Govt aid in financial
independence

mYes.

The figure 1 implies the response on financial empowerment through SHGs and
State machinery. In this connection, the noteworthy fact is that grants, loans
provided by the state or government is generally distributed by different agencies
such as municipal board, govt. departments etc and most of the respondents have
opined that the sum received by the SHGs are either invested collectively by the
SHG itself or distributed equally among the members so that they can invest the
same or run small business to support their family. So it can be opined that SHGs
with state government sponsored different schemes has been playing a vital role
in making the women of the state. In this connection, different state sponsored
schemes such as Assam Urban Livelihood Mission Society which aims to
empower SHGs of urban area are highly expected to create a new horizon."

Another important issue regarding women empowerment is the formation of
ALF (Area Level Federation) comprise minimum ten SHGs in a particular area.
This Federation has been found something new for the respondents. Lakhi Das,
(name changed) a member of a SHG of Dibrugarh town expressed before the
researcher that formation of ALF has empowered them socially a lot. Here, the
woman opined that under the banner of their respective ALF they feel themselves
more empowered. The woman further expressed with great joy that with their
concerned ALF they are now being engaged with different social drives such as
Swacch Bharat Abhiyan launched by Govt’ of India and their involvement in
cleanliness drive has been formally recognized by District administration in 71th
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Independence Day of the country. Similarly, another respondent opined that ALF
has given the platform to know the existing scenario of SHG in the other part of
the country. For example, training programs for ALFs organized by the
Municipal Board and District Administration whereby women are trained to be
acquainted to manage the administration of their SHGs operate their financial
activity through banking system etc which makes the marginalized women
familiar with the system. Such training programmes provided the basic platform
to the women of Dibrugarh town to interact the trainees from Andhra Pradesh."
While asked about this programme, the respondents expressed that they learnt
about the contemporary scenario of women empowerment through joint
collaboration of state apparatus and SHGs.

These endeavors of the existing state mechanism are found to be fruitful in
showing the seed of women empowerment among the members of the SHGs. For
instance, Mala Konwar (name changed) a member of a SHG of Dibrugarh town
opined that involvement with these activity under the banner of SHGs or ALF
not only makes them economically empowered but encourages themselves to do
something special for their upliftment. Interestingly, the responded expressed
that prior to her involvement to SHGs; she used to believe that women were
entitled to do the household work only which psychologically confines the innate
potentiality of women. But after involving with SHGs and participating in
different activities her outlook towards the capability of women has been
changed.

The respondent further opined with an optimistic gesture that she has observed
and listened the speeches made by a former Deputy Commissioner of the
District who herself is an women in different functions pertaining to SHG and
ALF that makes her motivated to educate her sole daughter to shine her life.
Such views from the respondents are adequate enough to say that the endeavor of
the state machinery and SGHs not only empowers them economically but also
and most importantly develops a sense of holistic empowerment in their mind
too. Apart from this, the researcher found satisfactory numbers of respondents
acknowledging the joint role of SHGs and state apparatus in leadership building
among the women of the town. Hence, in a nutshell it can be remarked that
SHGs are playing a vital role empowering the women section of the society to a
great extent and the role of the state apparatus also contributing a lot in this noble
juncture.
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Critical Outlook and Recommendations:

From the above discourse it has been found that SHGs and state apparatus
have been able to bring a sense of empowerment to the women of Dibrugarh
town in different aspects. However, the researcher has also witnessed some
women respondents having no interest on participating with the activities of
SHGs and they are found mainly interested in the grants provided by the
government.

Figure No.3

. . Reason of inactivity

The figure No. 3 denote that in spite of having some multidimensional
advantages still some portions of women tend to inactive in SHGs due to several
regions. Moreover some respondents opine that contention and fractions within a
ten member SHG compelled some of its members to remain inactive. Similarly
some women have expressed that infrequent activity of the SHG is also
responsible for the growing tendency of inactivity among some members of
SHGs. In this connection, some respondents opine that some SHGs are
remaining inactive due to the growing age of the members. They further unveiled
a fact that existence of some SHGs are only in paper and no activities are carried
out by such SHGs.

So from the interaction with the respondents, it has been found by the researcher
that though SHGs with the assistance of the state machinery has been able to
empower women of the town through different mode. But still some portions of
women, even after involving with SHGs are yet to be empowered.
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Recommendations: Being based on field survey, the present discourse tries to
unfold some major dimensions of women empowerment by SHGs with
collaboration of state apparatus. So the present study found some shortcomings
that hinder the wvery process of women empowerment. Hence, some
recommendations are suggested by dint of which the ongoing process of women
empowerment can be accelerated more.

» Active participation on the part of all members of the SHGs in different
activities must be ensured.

» It has been discussed earlier that financial aids plays a vital role in
empowering women. Hence, the state apparatus must ensure regular
allocation of necessary aids, loans with adequate subsidy.

» Policy implementing agencies whether it is the district administration or local
body must be concerned with the existing scenario of the SHGs and should
dedicate themselves for the greater sake of women empowerment.

» Different programmes such as training, orientation etc should be frequently
organized to make the SHGs members more skilled and proficient.

» Regular activities of the SHGs like production and sell of goods like edibles,
cloths etc. must be maintained so that the work-culture can be ensured
between them.

So above are some suggestions for the acceleration of the process of women
empowerment through SHGs with the collaboration of state machinery.

Conclusion: In conclusion, it can be remarked that empowering women is
the demand of the present time and it can be carried out through different
forms and agencies including SHGs and most importantly, assistance from
the state apparatus through various modes can play a key role in
empowering the femmine section of the society at large.
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Abstract

The present study is focused on the attitude of Higher Secondary School students
in Tamilnadu through Multimedia Package developed by the investigator.
Attitude of students on the Multimedia Package was measured using the
Multimedia attitude Scale developed and standardized by the investigator. The
sample consists of 250 Higher Secondary School students in Tiruchirappalli
District in Tamilnadu. The attitude of on Multimedia Package in Mathematics is
compared based on gender and types of school. The comparison of student’s
attitude on the Multimedia Package based on gender and types of school has
been performed by t-test. It was found that the attitude of girls with regard to the
Multimedia Package in Mathematics is higher than that of boys. The attitude of
the government school students is lower than that of the private school students.

Keywords: attitude, Multimedia Package, Mathematics

Introduction

Many experiments and innovations have been conducted in the field of education
and training regarding knowledge delivery. From face-to-face to virtual
education, different technologies have played great roles at various times. In the
last two decades, due to the advent of computer technologies, information
delivery has got new meaning. Development, access, and transfer of text, sound,
and video data have given a unique face to classrooms in the form of Multimedia
Package. Using these technologies, we internalize information and knowledge
available in the external world to construct our own experiences. Multimedia
constitutes a powerful tool which enables convenience, durability and
integration.

Need of the study

The advancements in science and technology result in developments in
education field as in every field. These advancements require the utilization of
various technologies in education multimedia technologies offer learners
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control over content, learning sequence, pace of learning, time and often media,
allowing them to tailor their experiences to meet their personal learning
objectives teacher takes great part in the making of good citizen. The future
society is in the hands of students. Hence the present study is important to know
the attitude of the Higher Secondary Students through Multimedia Package in
Mathematics.

Statement of the problem

As we know the teaching learning technology has progressed from classroom
lectures to seminars to objects. Learning objects includes CD’s electronic books
and electronic journals; audiovisual aids etc., Technology continuous to move
forward. Multimedia Package is considered a more effective way of teaching to a
large group of students, thereby providing consistency in educational quality,
now the opportunity made available through multimedia are both significant and
numerous. The investigator has selected the topic “Attitude of the Higher
Secondary Students through Multimedia Package in Mathematics.”

Objectives

1. To compare the attitude of boys and girls through Multimedia Package in
Mathematics.

2. To compare the attitude of government school and private school students
through Multimedia Package in Mathematics.

Hypotheses

1. There will be no significant difference in attitude of boys and girls through
Multimedia Package in Mathematics.

2. There will be no significant difference in attitude of government school and
private school students through Multimedia Package in Mathematics.

Method of the study

The investigator used normative survey method for collecting information related
to attitude of the Higher Secondary Students through Multimedia Package in
Mathematics at present context.

Tool
The investigator here self framed research tool for identification of Multimedia
Package attitude level.

Sample of the study
The sample consists of 250 Higher Secondary Students from various Higher
Secondary Schools located in Tiruchirappalli District. The investigator used
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simple random sampling techniques for selecting the samples from the
population.

Statistical Techniques
Statistical techniques serve the fundamental purpose of the description and
inferential analysis. The following statistical techniques were used in the study

o Mean (M), Standard Deviation (S.D) and “t’ test

Analysis and Interpretation of the Data
Null Hypothesis 1:

There will be no significant difference in attitude of boys and girls
through Multimedia Package in Mathematics.
Table 1 Test of significant difference between mean scores of attitude of
boys and girls through Multimedia Package in Mathematics

Gender N Mean SD ‘t” value L_eve_l . of
Significance

Boys 69 162.48 21.83 0.26 Not

Girls 181 163.28 19.97 ' Significant

Table 1 shows that the calculated ‘t” value 0.26 is less than the critical
value 2.58 corresponding to the 0.01 level of significance. This implies that the
difference in multimedia package attitude among the Higher Secondary Students
between Boys and Girls mean scores under consideration is not significant.
Hence the null hypothesis is accepted. Therefore, it is concluded that Boys and
Girls Higher Secondary Students do not differ significantly in their attitude of
Multimedia Package.

Null Hypothesis 2:
There will be no significant difference in attitude of government school
and private school students through Multimedia Package in Mathematics.

Table 2 Test of significant difference between the mean scores of attitude of
government school and private school students through Multimedia Package
in Mathematics.

Types of N Mean S.D ‘t” value L_eve_l . of
School Significance
Government

School 115 158,66 221 3.14 Significant
Private School | 135 166.8 18.21

Table 2 shows that the calculated ‘t” value 3.14 is greater than the critical value
2.58 corresponding to the 0.01 level of significance. This implies that the
difference in multimedia package attitude among the Higher Secondary Students
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between government school and private school mean scores under consideration
is significant. Hence the null hypothesis is rejected. Therefore, it is concluded
that government school and private school Higher Secondary Students differ
significantly in their attitude of Multimedia Package.

Conclusion

Now-a-days learning experience tends to be a blend of various technologies. The
educational benefits offered by Multimedia Package include the ability to take
users into environments otherwise inaccessible by the existing methods, create a
dynamic for learning, the high memory retention of experience. The main
purpose of the study was to compare the attitude of Higher Secondary school
boys and girls from different types of schools through the developed Multimedia
Package in Mathematics. A significant difference was observed between
government school and private school students in their attitude on the
Multimedia Package. The lowest attitude is seen among students studying in the
government schools and may be due to lack of attitude of usage of Multimedia
Package. The teachers may not be using this method of teaching in government
school. The government school teachers need to be trained in the use of
development of Multimedia Package in the classroom. Also the facilities
available in government schools may not be sufficient.
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Abstract

Equity and Commodity markets are the two major investment avenues in
raising capital for business, channelizing savings for investment, making gains by
intense watch in the market movements and creating investment opportunities for
the investors. Investor awareness and Risk perception are the key factors
influencing investor behaviour in investment decisions. The sample is selected
based on purposive sampling technique. Media, Social learning, Financial
awareness and Company information are the factors influencing Investors
awareness. Precautious, Fear of loss, Courageous and Rational thinking are the
factors influencing Investors Risk perception. The findings reveal that social
learning and financial awareness are the major sources of investors’ awareness.
Precautious and Rational thinking are the influencing factors while perceiving
risk in investment decisions.

Keywords: Investor Awareness, Risk Perception, Behaviour

I. Introduction

One of the important sustainability requisite for the accelerated
development of an economy is the existence of a dynamic financial market. A
financial market facilitates raising of capital, transfer of risk, Price discovery,
Global transactions with integration of financial markets, transfer of liquidity and
International trade. It also attracts funds from investors and channels them to
corporations that allow corporations to finance their operations and achieve
growth. Financial markets comprises of Money and Capital markets. Money
market allows firms to borrow funds on a short term basis, while Capital market
allows corporations to gain long term funding to support expansion.
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In Capital market, Equity market is one of the key sectors in trading long-term
financial instruments. The purpose of equity instruments issued by corporations
is to raise funds for the firms. Equity market is one of the most vital areas of a
market economy as it provides companies with access to capital and investors
with a slice of ownership in the company and the potential of gains based on the
company's future performance. Commodities offer immense potential in
becoming separate asset class for market-savvy investors, arbitrageurs and
speculators. However, the Retail investors should understand the risks and
advantage of trading in commodities futures. Historically, pricing in
commodities futures has been less volatile compared with equity and bonds, thus
providing an efficient portfolio diversification option.

Il. Problem Statement

Investment in stock and commodity market has immense earning
potential for market savvy investors, arbitrageurs and speculators. To a great extent,
economic and financial theories presume that individuals act rationally in the process
of decision making, by taking into account all available information. However
evidences show repeated patterns of irrationality in the investors’ decisions and
choices when faced with uncertainty. It is necessary to understand the major
antecedents’ viz., investors’ awareness and risk perception in making investment
decisions. The present study identifies the major influencing factors of Awareness
and Risk perception of Equity and Commodity investors.

I11. Review of Literature

Elke U. Weber et al. (2002) presenting a psychometric scale assessing risk taking in
five content domains: financial decisions (investing versus gambling), health/safety,
recreational, ethical and social decisions. It is identified that risk attitude scale
distinguishes between two psychological variables i.e., risk perception and attitude
towards perceived risk. The finding reveals that gender and content domain
differences and risk taking are associated with differences in the perception of risk.
Luigi Guiso and Tullio Jappelli (2004) generalize on the determinants of
investors’ financial awareness. It focuses on dimensions viz., information
production and dissemination, indicators of financial awareness, effect of
household characteristics, cost of information production and social learning.
The study on demographic variables viz., education, wealth, income and birth
cohort has a positive impact on Awareness that increase the probability of
purchasing stocks. The investors interested in long term bank relation and
intensity of social interaction also gains significance in this arena. Lintari, John
Murungi (2011) argues trust and awareness influences stock market efficiency in
Uganda. It identifies that trust as the most important predictor of stock exchange
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performance. The findings reveal that awareness and trust influences the
investing public and has impact on stock market efficiency.
Barbara Wanyana (2011) incorporation of psychological factors in the study
attempts to explain that investors’ perception and their reaction to uncertainties
affect the investment decisions. The findings showed that both investor
awareness and perceived risk attitude had an impact on investor behaviour.
Financial awareness and Social learning are also identified and has impact on the
behaviour of the investors. Perceived risk attitude with respect to Affect and
cognitive behaviour has less impact on investor behaviour in decision making.
Azza Bejaoui (2013) highlights the antecedents and consequences of the
perceived risk of investors in Tunisian stock market. The study identifies factors
related to listed companies, investor profile and the stock market as the key
antecedents of perceived risk. The result indicates that the higher the perceived
risk of investor, stronger the intention to reinvest in the stock market and higher
the investment performance by generations of returns in investment. Banumathy
and Azhagaiah (2016) attempt to study the awareness of the investors in the
stock market. Major sources of investor awareness viz., knowledgeable about
stock market, financial news on television and newspaper, awareness campaigns,
brokerage firms listed in BSE, visiting BSE website, etc., From the result, it is
found that demographic variables viz., age, gender, education and occupation
influences the awareness of investors towards investment decision making.
Disha Gupta (2018) aims to analyse the factors that affect the perception of
investors and investment pattern of equity and derivatives in Indore city. The
findings reveal that Speculation, brokerage, protection, safety and risk and
complexity are the major factors have impact on investors’ perception towards
equity and derivative market. Investors prefer equity over derivative market with
respect to investment pattern.
IV. Research Objectives
The following are the research objective of the present research study:
e To understand the Demographic and Investment profile of the investors.
e To analyse the factors influencing Awareness and Risk perception of
investors

V. Research Methodology

The present study is based on descriptive research design. The study
incorporates equity and commodity investors from registered broking services in
Chennai city for the purpose of the study. The study involves two sets of
respondents namely investors in equity and commodity market. The sample
respondents include 386 investors in Equity market and 276 investors in
Commodity market. The respondents are identified from 20 major broking
services and financial institutions in Chennai city through purposive sampling
method. The primary data have been collected through structured questionnaire.
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A non-probability purposive sampling method was adopted and the data were
analyzed with the help of SPSS 20.0 Percentage and Factor analysis are the
Statistical tools and techniques used for data analysis.

VI.Result and Discussion

1) Demographical Profiles of the Respondents

To know the personal profile of the respondents under study, the following
frequency distribution is constructed.

Table 1 Demographic And Investment Profile Of Equity And Commodity
Investors

Equity Commodity
Profile Variable Particulars Freque Percentag
Frequency Percentage
ncy e
Gend Male 323 84 230 83
encer Female 63 16 46 17
18-25 98 25 45 16
26-35 142 37 119 43
Age 3645 84 22 59 21
46-55 36 9 40 15
Above 55 26 7 13 5
Self Employed 125 32 45 16
Profession Private 222 58 197 71
Government 20 5 19 7
Retired 19 5 15 5
Less than 5L 84 22 57 21
Annual Income 5L to 10L 203 53 120 44
10L to 15L 83 22 70 25
More than 15L 16 4 29 11
Short term profit 135 35 150 54
Investment seeking

objective Steady Income 82 2 69 25
Long term returns 167 43 57 21
Classification of Risk averse 104 27 76 28
Risk Appetite Moderate risk 213 55 140 51
Risk taker 69 18 60 22

From the above demographic and investment profile of the investors, it is
identified that majority of the respondents were male. 37% of the equity
investors and 43% of the commodity investors fall under 26-35 years of age
group. Majority 58% of equity investors and 71% of commodity investors were
working in private organisation. At most 53% of equity investors and 44% of
commodity investors were earning annual income of 5-10 lakh annually. 43% of
the equity investors depend on long term returns and 54% of the commodity
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investors’ hinge on short term profit as their investment objective. Based on
classification of risk appetite, 55% of equity investors and 51% of commodity
investors take moderate risk while making their investment.

2). Factor Determining Equity Investor Awareness

Equity investor awareness is collected through the respondents for 11 variables.
With an objective to determine the suitability of data for factor analysis, the
Kaiser-Maiyer-Oklin Measure of sampling adequacy and Bartlett’s Test of
sphericity is applied. The KMO presents the level of suitability using EFA for
the collected data and it should be between 0.5 and 1.0 (significance level less
than 0.005) to make sure that the factor analysis and suitable for the data (Ali,
Ziari and Mahat, 2006).

Table 2 Kmo & Bartlett’s Test Of Spehericity Of Equity Investor Awareness

Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin Measure of Sampling Adequacy 0657
Bartlett's Test of Sphericity Approx. Chi-Square 647.201
df 55
Sig. 0.001

From the above table, it is found that KMO measure of sampling adequacy is
0.657 and the significance value for Bartlett’s Test of Sphericity is 0.001, which
indicates that there exists significant relationship among variables. The table
given below shows the variance extracted on Equity Investor Awareness.

Table 3 Variance Extracted On The Factors Determining Equity Investor
Awareness

Initial Eigen values RotationLSum? ot Sawared
oadings

Total .%.OI Comulatl Total | % of Variance C!J.mula

Variance ve % tive %

1 ]| 2.604 23.672 23.672 1.867 16.968 16.968

2] 1495 13.594 37.266 1615 14679 31.648

311293 11.757 49.023 1.531 13921 45.569

411014 9215 58238 1.394 12.669 58.238
5 932 8472 66.710
6 8353 7.759 74.469
7 178 7.072 81.541
8 679 6.177 87.718
9 595 5.405 93123
10| 381 3.460 06.584
111 376 3416 100.000
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From the above table, it is found that 11 variables are grouped into 4 predominant
factors(components) extracted from Principal Component analysis(PCA) are
significant and all these components qualify the criteria of the Eigen value —one with
total variance of 58.238%. This leads to variable loading in the rotated component
matrix and based on Exploratory Factor Analysis (EFA) various factors identified are
as follows,
“Media” consist of 2 variables such as investors follow the stock market through
financial newspaper (0.800), they follow the stock market through financial news on TV
(0.783).
“Social learning” consist of 4 variables, investor know about stock exchange
holding educational programmes (0.897), investor am aware about seminars,
conferences and workshops hosted by the stock exchange (0.818), they access
the latest annual reports, prospectus and financial statement of selected
companies (0.619) and they look into the websites of BSE/NSE for updates
(0.503).
“Financial awareness” consists of 3 variables such as investor collect information
from brokers/analyst about stock market (0.725), they are knowledgeable of stock
market activities (0.600) and peers influence their participation on the stock market
(0.505).
“Company information” consists of 2 variables such as investor aware about
stock exchange giving reports on corporate developments of listed companies on
a timely basis (0.783) and they depend on companies listed on the stock
exchange as they publish financial statements (0.750).
3) Factor Determining Commodity Investor Awareness

The commodity investors awareness collected through the respondents
for 10 variables and the results of Kaiser-Maiyer-Oklin Measure of sampling
adequacy and Bartlett’s Test of sphericity are given below;

TABLE 4 KMO & BARTLETT’S TEST OF SPEHERICITY OF COMMODITY
INVESTOR AWARENESS

Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin Measure of Sampling Adequacy 0.609
Bartlett's Test of Sphericity Approx. Chi-Square 403.181
df 45
Sig. 0.001

From the above table, it is found that KMO measure of sampling adequacy is
0.609 and the significance value for Bartlett’s Test of Sphericity is 0.001, which
indicates that there exists significant relationship among variables. The table
given below shows the variance extracted on Commodity Investor Awareness
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TABLE 5 VARIANCE EXTRACTED ON THE FACTORS DETERMINING
COMMODITY INVESTOR AWARENESS

3

Initial Eigenvalues Rotation Sums of Squared Loadings
Total % of Variance E&umulntn'e Total % of Variance (.umu.l:m
ve %
1 2301 23.010 23.010 1.980 19.802 19.802
2 1671 16.713 39.723 1952 19515 39318
3 1.245 12.455 52.178 1.286 12.860 52.178
4 9260 9.599 61.777
5 876 8.756 70.533
6 846 8.456 78.989
7 694 6.943 85932
8 599 5988 91920
9 465 4.653 96.573
10 | 343 3427 100.000

From the table, below, it is found that 10 variables are grouped into 4
predominant factors(components) extracted from Principal Component
analysis(PCA) are significant and all these components qualify the criteria of the
Eigen value —one with total variance of 52..178%. This leads to variable loading
in the rotated component matrix based on Exploratory Factor Analysis (EFA)
various factors identified are as follows,
“Media” consist of 2 variables such as Investors follow the commodity market
through financial news on TV (0.810) and Investors follow the commodity
market through financial newspaper (0.802).
“Social learning” consist of 5 variables, Investors know about commodity
exchange holding educational programmes (0.797), they are aware about
seminars, conferences and workshops hosted by the commodity exchange
(0.787), they look into various International commodity exchange and business
associations (0.525), they are aware about the present political and economic
condition of the country (0.509) and they look into the websites of
MCX/NCDEX for updates (0.485).
“Financial awareness” consist of 3 variables such as peers influence their
participation on the commodity market (0.746), they collect information from
brokers/analyst about commodity market (0.742) and they are knowledgeable of
commodity market activities (0.550).
4) Factors Determining Equity Investors Risk Perception

The Equity investors risk perception collected through the respondents
for 13 variables and the results of Kaiser-Maiyer-Oklin Measure of sampling
adequacy and Bartlett’s Test of sphericity are given below;
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TABLE 6 KMO & BARTLETT’S TEST OF SPEHERICITY OF EQUITY
INVESTOR RISK PERCEPTION

Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin Measure of Sampling Adequacy 0.660
Bartlett's Test of Sphericity | Approx. Chi-Square 760.918
df 78
Sig. 0.001

From the above table, it is found that KMO measure of sampling adequacy is
0.660 and the significance value for Bartlett’s Test of Sphericity is 0.001, which
indicates that there exists significant relationship among variables. The table
given below shows the variance extracted on Equity Investor Risk Perception

TABLE 7 VARIANCE EXTRACTED ON FACTORS DETERMINING EQUITY

INVESTOR RISK PERCEPTION
TABLE 7VARIANCE EXTRACTED ON FACTORS DETERMINING EQUITY INVESTOR RISK PERCEPTION

Initial Eigenvalues Rotation Sums of Squared Loadings
Total % of Variance e Total % of Variance e
% %

1 2.603 20.022 20.022 2.189 16.836 16.836
2 2072 15936 35958 2.059 15.838 32674
3 1.168 8986 44944 1.846 14.192 46.866
4 1.056 8.126 53.070 1.811 13924 60.790
5 1.003 7.718 60.788
6 891 6.857 67.645
7 820 6.306 73.951
8 738 5.675 79.627
9 683 5255 84.882
10 644 4957 89.838
11 462 3.554 93393
12 445 3420 96.813
13 414 3.187 100.000

From the above table, it is found that 13 variables are grouped into 4
predominant factors(components) extracted from Principal Component
analysis(PCA) are significant and all these components qualify the criteria of the
Eigen value —one with total variance of 60.790%. This leads to variable loading
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in the rotated component matrix and based on Exploratory Factor Analysis
(EFA) various factors identified are as follows,

“Precautious” which consist of 4 variables i.e., Investors have enough familiarity
with the type of stocks they have invested (0.763), they invest a major portion of
my income in a conservative stock (0.658), they are cautious about stocks which
show sudden changes in price or trading activity (0.656), Most of the time, they
invest in stocks based on their own investment knowledge and experience
(0.529).

“Fear of Loss” which consist of 3 variables i.e., Most of the time, Investors are
worried if the value of my investment decreases(0.778), Most of the time,
investors fear whether they would make a wrong decision(0.709), they are afraid
to invest in stocks which incur a large 10ss(0.622).

“Courageous” which consist of 2 variables i.e., Investors invest a major portion
of their income in a speculative stock (0.814), they are willing to take risk more
than an average person (0.757).

“Rational thinking” which consist of 4 variables i.e., Investors are always
attracted towards investing in stocks with good returns(0.855), they are
concerned about financial future more than an average person(0.770), they do
periodic assessment of risk return calculation in my stock(0.580), they ensure
equality of risk benefit distribution while investing(0.564) .

5) Factors Determining Commaodity Investors Risk Perception
The commodity investors risk perception collected through the
respondents for 13 variables and the results of Kaiser-Maiyer-Oklin Measure of

sampling adequacy and Bartlett’s Test of sphericity are given below;

TABLE 8 KMO & BARTLETT’S TEST OF SPEHERICITY OF COMMODITY
INVESTORS RISK PERCEPTION

Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin Measure of Sampling Adequacy. 0.650
Bartlett's Test of | Approx. Chi-Square 448.946
Sphericity df 78

Sig. 0.001

From the above table, it is found that KMO measure of sampling adequacy is
0.650 and the significance value for Bartlett’s Test of Sphericity is 0.001, which
indicates that there exists significant relationship among variables. The table
given below shows the variance extracted on Commodity Investor Risk
perception
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TABLE 9 VARIANCE EXTRACTED ON FACTORS DETERMINING
COMMODITY INVESTOR RISK PERCEPTION

Initial Eigenvalues Rotation Sums of Squared Loadings
% of Cumulative
Total — Cumulative % Total % of Variance %

1 2612 20.095 20.095 2.181 16.782 16.782
2 1.533 11.794 31.890 1.921 14.781 31.563
3 1.400 10.766 42.656 1.815 13.966 45.529
4 1117 8594 51.250 1.756 13.507 59.036
5 1.012 7.788 59.037
6 967 7.442 66.479
7 836 6.429 72.908
8 718 5.522 78430
9 701 5394 83.824
10 613 4.717 88.541
11 552 4.246 92.787
12 523 4.025 96.812
13 414 3.188 100.000

From the above table, it is found that 13 variables are grouped into 4
predominant factors(components) extracted from Principal Component
analysis(PCA) are significant and all these components qualify the criteria of the
Eigen value —one with total variance of 59.036%. This leads to variable loading
in the rotated component matrix and based on Exploratory Factor Analysis
(EFA) various factors identified are as follows,

“Precautious” which consist of 4 variables i.e., they are cautious about
commodity which show sudden changes in price or trading activity (0.832) Most
of the time, they invest in commaodity based on their own investment knowledge
and experience (0.793), they have enough familiarity with the type of commodity
they have invested (0.575) and they invest a major portion of their income in a
conservative commodity (0.495).

“Fear of Loss” which consist of 3 variables i.e., Most of the time, investors are
worried if the value of their investment decreases (0.777), Most of the time,
investors fear whether they would make a wrong decision (0.646) and they are
afraid to invest in commodity which incur a large loss (0.603).
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“Courageous” which consist of 2 variables i.e., Investors are willing to take risk
more than an average person (0.664) and they invest a major portion of my
income in a speculative commodity (0.511).

“Rational thinking” which consist of 4 variables i.e., investors are always
attracted towards investing in commodity with good returns (0.783), Investors do
periodic assessment of risk return calculation in my commodity (0.781), they
ensure equality of risk benefit distribution while investing (0.733) and they are
concerned about financial future more than an average person (0.549).

VII.CONCLUSION

Individuals have been increasingly active in financial markets and market
participation has greatly been encouraged by financial inclusions. Investors’
awareness and perception of riskiness of choice alternatives always differ
significantly from individual depending on a person’s belief and reference points.
The present study is based on the awareness and risk perception of equity and
commodity investors. It depicts the growth of stock market and derivative
market, in particular commodity market. The study found out that investors are
affected from all the biases in a significant manner. It is identified that young
investors are more involved in investment activity. Most of them are working in
private organisation. Equity investors are concerned about long term investment
returns and Commodity investors depend on short term profit seeking as their
investment objective. It is identified that Financial awareness and Social learning
are the major sources of investors awareness on equity/commodity markets.
Investors perceive risk while making their investment decisions. Precautious and
Rational thinking are the factors influencing the behaviour of the investors. Even
though investors are prone to risk and ensure fairness in risk return distribution
while making their investment decisions. They have to overcome risk by taking
proper guidance and recommendations from the professional advisors which
pave way for prospective growth of their investment activity in the future course
of period.
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Abstract

Truancy is one of the conduct disorders. Conduct disorder is common
during childhood and adolescence. About 6 to 16 percent of boys and 2 to 9
percent of girls under this age of 18 have this disorder. This disorder is more
common among boys than among girls, and the ratio ranges from 4 : 1 to as
much as 12 : 1. It was found that about 5% of the students attempting to do
Truancy and most of the students belong to either low or middle class family.

Keywords: Truancy, Conduct disorders, School, Students, Personality

Introduction
Truancy is one of the conduct disorders. Conduct disorder is common during
childhood and adolescence.

Epidemiology

About 6 to 16 percent of boys and 2 to 9 percent of girls under this age of 18
have this disorder. This disorder is more common among boys than among
girls, and the ratio ranges from 4 : 1 to as much as 12 : 1.
Such disorder is more common the child of parents with antisocial personality
disorder and alcohol dependence than it is in the general population and it is
significantly related to socio-economic factors.

Etiology
No single factor can account for children's behaviour of Truancy. Rather a
variety of bio psycho social factors contribute to the development of this
disorder.

Parental factors
Faulty child-rearing practice, chaotic home conditions, broken homes, parental
psychopathology, child abuse, negligence, occupation, lack of time to care for
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their children, are all the few parental reasons with Truancy, behavioural off
springs. Socio-cultural factors.

Socio-economic deprivation, influence by peers, mass media etc. used to affect
the students mind and behaviour unconsciously.

Psychological factors
Children brought up in chaotic negligent conditions, poor role model, results
with ego-ideal conflicts, lacking conscience, little motivation etc.

Neuro-biological factors

Neurobiological factors in conduct disorders have not been well studied. Low
level of plasma dopamine Beta hydroxylase, 5HT levels, correlate negatively
with the 5HT, metabolite, CSF abnormalities are all the few neurological
factors can affect the students normal behaviour.

Child abuse and mal treatment

Exposed to violence in the home or in the school, misperceive benign
situations, mal-treated by the teacher and friends, classmates can result with
absenteeism.

Other factors
CNS dysfunction or damage, lack of interest, heavy portions to be studied, sick
poor 1Q, longing for love, improper guidance etc.

Diagnosis

Any conduct disorder does not develop overnight; instead a variety of
symptoms evolve over time until a consistent pattern violates the right of the
others. Very young children are unlikely to meet with conduct disorders. The
average age of onset as conduct disorder in boys is than in girls. Boys most
commonly meet the diagnostic criteria by 10 to 12 years of age, where as girls
after reach 14 to 16 years of age before the criteria are met.

Clinical features

Children who meet the criteria for conduct disorder express the following
behaviours are common. These children usually make little attempt to conceal
their antisocial behaviour.

e Over aggressiveness

Over aggressiveness

Anti-social behaviours

Verbally abuse

Impudent
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Defiant

Negativistic towards adult
Frequency of absenteeism
Vandalism

Pathology and laboratory examination

No specific laboratory test or neurological pathology helps make the diagnosis
of Truancy behaviour. Some evidence indicates that certain neurotransmitters
in the CNS are low in some persons, whether that association is related to the
cause or is the effect of violence or is unrelated to the violence is not clear.

Course and Prognosis

In general children who have conduct disorder symptoms at a young age,
exhibit the greatest number of symptoms, and express them most frequently
have the poorest diagnosis. A good prognosis is predicted my mild conduct-
disorders.

Treatment

Multimodality treatment programmes that use all the available family and
community resources are likely to bring about the best results in efforts to
control such disorders.

In school setting behavioural techniques will be used to treat the students.
Individual psychotherapy oriented towards improving problem solving skills
can be useful since children; with conduct disorder may have a long standing
pattern of maladaptive responses to daily situation. Medication can be a useful
adjunctive treatment for a number of symptoms that often contribute to conduct
disorders.

Obijectives of the present study

Today's children are tomorrow's adult students are the one, they are going to
build tomorrow's India. So during their educational life they must acquire
adequate knowledge. One of the major obstructions in this process is Truancy.
This habit must be cleared out among the student community. So this present
research study was conducted among the high school students.

The objectives of the present study is following:

1. To study about Truancy

2. To find out the various imposing factors which influence Truancy
3. To analyse the causative factors of Truancy

4. To find our solutions for the problems of Truancy

5. To sweep-out the habit of Truancy among the student community.
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Population and Sample

The sampling used in this investigation was the simple random sampling. For
the present study, 100 students were selected as samples,
35 students from Government Higher Secondary School, Pallavaram

35 students from cantonment High School, Pallavaram

30 students from Government High School, Pallikaranai

Sources of data

It was required to identify the area, from which the samples need to be selected.
Following schools were selected for this purpose.

The government Higher Secondary School, Pallavaram, The cantonment Board
High School, Pallavaram, The government High School, Pallikaranai. From
Chennai under Kancheepuram District.

Taking into consideration about the availability of time, and other resources it
was decided to limit the study within these schools.

Methodology
The methodology of the study on Truancy among high school students includes
the following steps.

Selection of Tool

Interview method and close questioner were selected for the research tool as
these were found to be most suitable, effective and less time consuming
procedures of data collection.

Construction of the Questioner (Interview Schedule)

Keeping in views of the basic requirements of the study the interview schedule
with close end questionnaire was prepared to elicit the conditions of the
students, their problems, study difficulties, the reason for Truancy. It was also
aimed at obtaining the general background information’s of the samples.

Conducting the Study

The selected sample of 100 students was personally contacted by the
investigators. The details of the study were explained to the samples to
establish good rapport with them.The interview was conducted and information
was elicited. The study was carried out during the time period of one week
from 12th October to 17th October 1998.

Collection and Analysis of Data
Interview method was selected for the data collection, as it was found to be
more suitable.
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After collecting the data, it was consolidated, analysed, classified and
tabulated.

Analysis of data involves a number of closely related operations that are
performed with the purpose of summarising the collected data and organizing
those in such a manner that they yield answers to research questions.
Classification is the process of grouping the statistical data under various
understandable homogeneous group for the purpose of convenient
interpretation.

Tabulation is the process of summarising a raw data displaying in compact
form for further analysis. Many inferences were drawn based on the collected
information.

Summary and Conclusion

The study on "Truancy among High School Students” in the Government
Higher Secondary School Pallavaram, Cantonment High School Pallavaram
and in Government High School Pallikaranai was carried out from the point of
view of the selected students in these schools.

Hundred students were selected as samples by using Random Interview method
was the tool used for data collection.

The following are the summary of the findings of the study.

1. It was found that about 5% of the students attempting to do Truancy.
2. It was found that most of the students belong to either low or middle class
family.

3. The number of siblings is high, and the standard of living of the students is
considerably poor.

4. 1t was found that 37% of the students parents were educated and 42% of
students all the family members were educated.

5. The number of students scoring 1* and | " class in their examinations in very
few. 43% of the students scoring average marks and about 27% students used
to fail in their subjects.

6. Most of the students are interested in participating extra-curricular activities.
7. No students are having cent percentage Attendance.

8. 32% of the students used to took more than 3 days in a month, i.e., absenting
one day in every month.

9. Most of the students used to took more leave due to societal influence, the
place or reason goes to familial reasons.

10. Frequent absenteeism seen among male students only about 87% of the
students selected were male.

11. Most of the students spent their timing on the absent day roaming and 28%
students used to went for movies.

Www.ijmer.in 92



IntErRnATIONAL JOURNAL oF MuLtipiscipLiNARY EbucaTionaL ResearcH 7EBS
ISSN: 2277-7881; Impact Factor — 6.014; IC VaLue:5.16; ISl VaLue:2.286 i 1/
Vouume 8, Issue 8(1), August 2019 s

12. About 71% of students are doing something to make-up lost portions.
13. About 91% of the students know the ill effects of Truancy and 67% of
students are worrying also for that.

14. Under personal reasons for Truancy 59% students used to took leave due to
sick himself, and 35% students used to took leave due to lack of interest.
15. After being advised 87% of students ready to correct the habit of Truancy.
16. 95% schools are not providing counselling service and only 5% schools
providing this service for the goodness of the students.

Table 11 (B) Extra Curricular activities

Percentage
Extra-curricular Interested 65%
activities Not interested 35%
Items Literature 24%
Sports 38%
Cultural activities 25%
Others 13%

Table 11 (B) shows that many of them want to participate in extracurricular
activities, that too in sports.

Table 11 (C) Students attendance level

Percentage
Attendance Regular 0%
Irregular 100%
Number of days of | 1 Day 17%
leave 2 Days 20%
3 Days 31%
More than 3 days 32%

Table 11 (C) shows the students attendance level of the students, from the above
table it was understood that those who are cutting classes are having irregular
attendance level and they are hardly possessing 60% of attendance level only.

Incidence of Truancy

According to Figure 2 among the selected 100 samples the incidence of Truancy
status was analysed. It was found that in a 40 students strength class about 12.5%
of students are cutting their classes, and about 87.5% of students are attending
the class regularly.
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Incidence of Truancy
The reasons for Truancy
Table I11 shows the different aspects or reasons which includes Truancy.

Table 111 reasons for Truancy

Reasons Percentage
Personal 19%
School 8%

Family 27%
Societal 46%

Figure 3 details with the personal reasons of Truancy. It shows that about 15% of
the students are cutting classes due to mental deficiencies, about 35% of students
are cutting classes due to lack of interest and the remaining 50% of the students
are cutting classes due to sick themselves.

Time spending by the students
Table VI Time spent on different activities on the day of absent

Students Activities Percentage
Going for movies 28%
Sitting at home 7%
Roaming 51%
Chatting with friends 10%

Any other 4%
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So, the majority of the students used to spend their timing on the day of absence
by roaming around with their friends, the next is going to movies.

Students’ response to compensate the missed classes

Suggestion

This study was conducted only in Governmental schools, with most of them
belongs to a poorer and low income group. It is here suggested to extend this
study in private, self-financial, CBSC and other type of schools, as a
comparative study with the state Government schools students.
It is better to have a counselling department in every school to discuss and
solve the problems of the students, and to lead them in a correct direction.
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Abstract

Drama always had a strong presence in India for the last several
thousand years and the various drama forms are a part of India’s extremely rich
cultural heritage This paper describes in brief the fact that modern science is a
weak point for India yet India badly needs good scientists in order to solve the
multitude of problems facing the country. This paper makes out a strong case for
presenting basics of science to India’s. School children by employing drama for
example this shows a group of 8" class students wherein one bright student is
exclaiming see the tree leaves are cooking food for all of us He is explaining a
basic fact of biology called photo synthesis

Introduction

India has a very rich cultural heritage. For example, our Hindustani music and
Karnataka music has been mesmorizing their listeners for centuries.

The very presence of Ajantha and Ellora caves near Aurangabad Maharashtra
shows that India was well known for its sculpture, in the past.

India is well known, for dance forms like Kuchipudi Bharatnatyam, Kathak etc.
etc.

India was always well known for the dramas since ancient days. For example
Mrichakatika, Abhignana Shakunthalam etc.

India is well known for its diverse literature. For example epics like Ramayana
and Mahabharata were born in India. Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore wrote
Gitanjali, in English and got a noble prize for literature.

Indians love languages. Thousands of years ago they could speak a very
complex language like Sanskrit and today we have many languages including
Hindi, Telugu, Tamil, Kanada, and Marathi Malyalam etc. Each language has its
own rich literature. India gave birth to many religions like, Hindhuism, Budhism,
Jainism, Sikhism etc.

India also give birth to many philosophers like Adi Sankaracharya, Gautham
Budha, Vardhaman Mahaveer etc, in the distant past and Mohandas
Karamchand Gandhi (1869-1974) in the recent past.
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Lastly, India could even think of the ultimate God the formless “Propertyless”
and timeless God called the parabramha.

However, modern science is a weak point for India. We got a noble prize for
science in 1930 when “Sir C.VV.Raman got it for work done in Kolkata, India.
Later or other Indians did get noble prizes in science like e.g.

“Prof.Venkataraman Ramakrishnan who got a noble prize in chemistry in
2009 and who is the present President of Royal Society Great Britain, a position
once held by Sir Issac, Newton himself. But this work was done in USA and not
in India.

India of 21% century badly needs good scientists. The country has many
problems. Population is increasing, rainfall is decreasing and climate is chenging.
We need a lot more agriculture production, and we need to setup many more
industries in order to provide jobs to our youngsters and also provide health care,
to increasing population. All these require a strong foundation of science and
technology, to its younger generation.

However when we look at India’s schools, we find that a very grim picture exists
here.

India’s Education Minister Shri Prakash Javadekar made a comment, on 7"
September 2016, immediately after taking over charge, that India’s school
children do not ask questions in class rooms. That is true. From Kashmir to
Kanyakumari and from Dwarka to Jagannathpuri students are mugging up
science, for getting more marks in IIT (JEE) and NEET. Very few students even
try to understand what they are learning.

Reason could be many.The dull and colorless text books prescribed by state and
central government boards and a lot of importance given to marks by everyone
including parents, teachers and students themselves.

But using drama in teaching school science can dramatically change the
situation.

Most of the students would become interested in science and learn to enjoy it too.
After all, drama is in the blood of every Indian. For ex. consider the case of
Pandavani Teejan Bai an illiterate lady from Pardhi community of Chattisgarh.
For decades she gave solo performances on Mahabharath and was awarded.
Padmasri, Padmabhushan, Padma Vibushan and D.Litt because she was able the
dramatize the entire Mahabharath and the audience always enjoyed it.

Today, we need to dramatize our school science from class 4" to class 10"
India’s future depends on it. Even in the outside world, drama and school
science is a young subject. It started roughly only in year 2006.

For example, | have helped a group of 8" class students to enact a small drama.
All living organisms on earth, including all trees, and all animals, from bacteria
to human beings depend on tree leaves for their very survival, itself.
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In this drama one student played the role of a biology teacher and three others
acted as his students.

The student playing role of biology teacher, explained how in a mango tree,
leaves obtain, carbondioxide gas, from air, water from the ground, and using
Sun/light cook up, a compound called glucose. This glucose provides energy to
every small part of the mango tree and help it, to live to grow up and to prepare
delicious mangos which we eat. All other trees which give vegetables fruits and
grains, behave in the same way. Animals which we eat, like chicken, goats and
buffellowsthemselves depend on these trees for their survival.

Thus these leaves are our true annadatha’s.

The students really understood and enjoyed this drama. This is only a beginning
and we are planning many more science dramas and planning to study their
impact on students.
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ETHNICITY AND POLITICAL IDENTITY IN KASHMIR
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INTRODUCTION

The Aim and Objectives of this Research paper is to sort out a strategy for the resolution
of the Kashmir problem. The conflict in Kashmir is complex and it is entrenched in the
very identity of the parties involved. After 60 years, with little progress and several
highly volatile situations, a solution to the problem appears distant. But transformation
does not. Despite continued tension, it has become apparent that both India and Pakistan
are growing more concerned with finding a peaceful way to tackle this dispute and
realizing the critical importance that this will have for their own self-interests. The
Kashmiris themselves are becoming increasingly exhausted with the situation, longing
for an end to their suffering, and yet they are still able to turn to legal avenues for
weathering their grievances despite the disappointments of such efforts in the past. They
still believe in the possibility of instigating change through non-violent means. The
situation is hence ripe for a change of course. By setting numerous incremental goals
rather than merely focusing on the ultimate end goal of peace, which in itself is far from
static, the peace building process becomes more manageable and its success more
realistic. Due to the networks and partnerships that are created a stable basis for further
progress is established. Ultimately, the most important tool for peace building and
reconciliation is the building and strengthening of relationships. In pursuing dialogue,
collaboration and the spread of information, this is likely to occur regardless of whether
the goals themselves are fulfilled or not.

Jammu and Kashmir State is a record of constant impulses of immigration from the
north-west, west, south and east directions. The alien races, ethnic groups and various
religions have influenced the cultural ethos and mode of life of the people of this region.
Ethnic group, in the opinion of Jordon is a group of people possessing a common
ancestry and cultural tradition with a feeling of belonging and cohesiveness, living as a
minority in a larger society. Each social group is the keeper of distinctive cultural
traditions and the nucleus of various kinds of social interactions. An ethnic group
provides not only group identity, but also friendship, marriage patterns, business success,
and the political power base. The mosaic of ethnic group in Jammu and Kashmir State is
complex and the race structure cannot be explained without understanding the pre-
historic movements of people. In the process of peopling of the region, the Dards in the
north-west, the Ladakhis in the east, the Gujjars and Rajputs in the south and Paharis in
the south-east have closely influenced the existing ethnicity of the people. The racial
composition of the State was also influenced by the immigrants from the territories of
Turkmenia, Tazkistan, Uzbaikistan, Kazakistan, Georgia, Azerbaijan (U.S.S.R.) Turkey,
Irag, Iran and Afghanistan. The various ethnic groups of the Jammu and Kashmir State
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though intermingled have their areas of high concentration. For example, Kashmiris are
mainly concentrated in the Valley bottom; Dards occupy the valley of Gurez; Hanjis are
confined to water bodies of Kashmir; Gujjars and Bakarwals are living and oscillating in
the Kandi areas; Dograsocoupy the outskirts of the Punjab plain, while Chibhalis and
Paharis live between Chenab and Jhelum rivers. Moreover, there are numerous small
ethnic g}oups like Rhotas, Gaddis and Sikhs which have significant concentration in
isolated pockets of the State.

Research Problem: The purpose of this study is to investigate the Regional, ethnic,
linguistic and religious identities of the people of Kashmir and their political demands.

So as to find a peaceful solution to Jammu and Kashmir issue.

Hypothesis Statement: The solution to the Jammu and Kashmir problem can come about

by:

a. Creating a situation for thorough secularization of Jammu and Kashmir people so that
Jammu and Kashmir people project democratic aspiration.

b. Accommodating separatist movements as that has become a new political leadership,
through a negotiated settlement within the constitutional framework of India.

c. Indian forces must stop atrocities initiating by ending AFSPA (Armed Forces Special
Powers Act.)

d. India and Pakistan to give up their rival claims.

e. Regional, ethnic, linguistic and religious identities are respected.

Methodology

The primary methodology of this research will be that of EXPLORATION substantially.

The collection of the data will be based on the following methods:

a. Data collected by reviewing the literature that is already available related to the
topic.

b. SURVEY that can be done by:

i. By observation, in which collection of data is done by way of investigator’s own
observation.

ii.  Through personal interviews, in which the investigator follows a rigid procedure
and seeks answers to a set of pre-conceived questions.

Major Ethnic Groups

Kashmiris

Kashmiris are well spread in various parts of the State but their major concentration lies
in the Valley of Kashmir, Kishtwar, Bhadarwah, Doda and Ramban tehsils of the Jammu
Division. 'Kashmiri' is a wide term which has loosely been applied for several streams of
immigrated mainly from Turkey, Iran, Central Asia and Afghanistan, and settled in the
valley. There is a close bearing of the Indo-Aryans on the racial composition of the
Kashmiris. In fact, the Indo-Aryan religions and languages have substantially affected the
mode of life of the Kashmiris. The influence of Sanskrit on Kashmiri language is strong
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and cogent to this day. Moreover, Kashmir has also received racial impulses from Indo-
Greeks which have influenced the race structure of the people considerably. The
influence of Dards, Ladakhis and Punjabis has also molded the ethos of Kashmiri culture.
Kashmiris are broad shouldered and usually of medium to tall stature. They have a well-
developed forehead, a long narrow face, regular features and a prominent straight and
finely cut nose. They wear short pyjamas, a long loose large sleeved gown locally known
as PHARAN, and a skull cap. In intellect they are superior to their neighbours and
efficient in business. In disposition they are talkative, cheerful and humorous. Most of
the Kashmiris live in villages and are dependent on agriculture. Paddy, orchards, saffron
are the main crops grown by them while the urban Kashmiris are engaged in business,
tourism, hotel-management, carpet making, silk industry, shawl-making, wood work,
paper-machine and several other handicrafts.

Dards

Dards have a long history. Before embracing Islam, they were the followers of Budhism
and Hinduism. At present their major concentration lies in Dardistan (Derdesa), the area
to the north of Kashmir Valley, especially in the catchment of Kishanganga north of
Sardi, Gurez and Tilel. In the opinion of Leitner, Dards belong to Aryan stock. This
opinion is also endorsed by Ray who states that the Dardic Aryans parted from the main
Aryan mass just after their enterence into India. Dardic Aryans then colonised the Pamir
region from where they spread to Chitral and Gilgit. In physical appearance the Dards are
broad shouldered, moderately stout-built and have well proportionate bodies. In face they
are not handsome, their hairs are usually black but sometime brown, in complexion they
are moderately fair. Their eyes are either black or hazel. They are known for their
ferocity. In the social hierarchy they are divisible into: (i) Renue (ruling class), (ii) Shins
(religious sect), (iii) Yashkun (cultivators) and (iv) Dum (menial class). Dards are
dependent on agriculture, pastoralism, cottage industries and trade.

Ladakhis

Ladakhis have been named as the people of snow-living in an arid plateau, surrounded by
mountains, where cultivation of crops is hampered by severe cold and non- availability of
water for irrigation. Ladakhis are a mixture of Mongoloid and Aryan races. The Aryans
who settled originally in the sub-continent's northern parts were the early Budhist people
from Kashmir and the Dards from Gilgit. The Mongolian stock is traced to Tibet, from
where the shephereds and nomads came to the valleys of Ladakh to graze their flocks.
The present day population of Ladakh is the result of blending together of Dards and the
Mongolians. The recent papulation data reveals that Ladakh is inhabited by the Budhists,
the Muslims, the Hindus and the Christians. The Budhists are mostly the decendents of
the Mongolians and bear a close affinity in features with the Tibetans. They are reputed
for religious tolerance, honesty and hard work. There are some families even now,
members of which follow different religions and yet live in peace. Where the husband
wife profess different faiths, the male child is regarded as a member of the community to
which the father belongs while the female child is admitted to the religion of her mother.
Budhism does not recognise any caste or racial distinction, but some differentiation is
made on the basis of social and occupational considerations. In any case the Budhists
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may be classified among three principal categories, namely, Rigzang, Mangriks, and
Rignu. Rigzang is the upper class. Mangriks who constitute the middle class consist of
Lamas, Unpos, Nungsu, Lorjo, and Thakshos. The lowest class which is known as Pignu
includes Beda, Mou, Garra, Shinkhan and Lamkhun etc. Ladakhis are truthful, good
natured, cheerful, friendly, industrious and honest. They are seldom angry and soon
ready to become friends. In conversation they are very polite. Ladakhis are well built and
have developed sufficient resistence to work even when the temperature is as low as -
25°C. The population of Ladakhis is not increasing steadily, probably owing to the
prevalence of polyandry and partly on account of climatic and economic conditions
which have been operating against the development of population and its increase in
number.

Dogras

On the outskirt of the Siwaliks facing the plain of Punjab is the habitat of Dogras a
distinctive ethnic group of Jammu Division. There is controversy among the social
anthropologists about their origin. The major concentration of Dogras however, occurs
between the two holy lakes i. e. Saroinsar and Mansar. Lake Saroinsar is at a distance of
38 kms. to the east and Mansar 64 kms to the west of Jammu city. In the opinion of some
social anthropologists 'Dogra’ is a corruption of the Rajasthani word 'Dungra’ means ‘hill’
and when the people of Rajasthan migrated in the hilly tracks under drought conditions
the Rajputs gave this name to the people of hilly country, Stein opines that the name
'‘Durgara’ is probably a tribal designation like 'Gurjara' - original of the modern Gujjar,
and similarly the word 'Durgara’ has been derived from Durgara' through Prakrit Dogra.
Whatsoever the controversy about the origin of the word Dogra may be they belong to
the Aryan race and speak the Dogri language. Most of them have Brahmini path and have
the sects of VVarnashram. A substantial section of the Dogras embraced Islam during the
16th and 17th centuries. At the time of partition of the Sub-continent most of the Muslim
Dogras migrated to Pakistan.

In appearance Dogras are short stature, slim and have high shoulders. Their complexion
is whitish, slightly hooked nose, brown eyes and jet-black hairs. The lower castes of
Dogras in general have blackish complexion.

Hanjis

Hanjis - the dwellers of water, constitute a significant ethnic group in the valley of
Kashmir. They are mainly confined to the Dal, Wular, Anchar lakes and the Jhelum river,
especially between Khanabal (Ananatnag District) and Chattabal (Srinagar District).
There is no unanimity of opinion amongst the scholars about their arrival in the valley of
Kashmir. They, however agree in saying that '‘Hanjis' belong to one of the ancient racial
groups who were essentially Nishads (boatmen). Some of the Hanjis claim themselves as
the descendents of Prophet Noah. There are historical evidences showing that Raja Pratap
Sen introduced boatmen from Sangaldip (Sri Lanka). It is believed that before their
conversion to Islam, they were Kashtriyas. Hanjis are sturdy, hardworking active people
with great imagination. On the basis of occupation and social status Hanjis are divisible
into: (i) Demb- Hanz (vegetable growers), (ii) Gari-Hanz (water-nuts gatherers), (iii)
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Gad-Hanz (fishermen), (iv) Mata-Hanz (who deal in wood), (v) Dunga-Hanz (owners of
passenger boats), (vi) Haka-Hanz (collectors of wood from water bodies), (vii) Bahatchi-
Hanz (who live in Bahatch boats), (viii) Shikara-Hanz (who ply Shikara boats), and (ix)
House- boat Hanz. The various Hanji groups use boats of different types, shapes and
sizes, e. g. Bahatch, Khoch, Demba-Nav, Kara Nav, War, Tchakawar, Parinda and
Houseboat. The type of boat which a Hanji owns and uses for earning his livelihood or
the product he deals with to a great extent, denotes his class and social status.

The sex-ratio of Hanjis is about 892 as against 936 the national level and 899 the state
average. The low sex ratio shows that the males are better cared and well fed than
females. In fact, the females are still a neglected lot and are not properly cared like the
underdeveloped patriarchal societies. A field study conducted reveals that the literacy
rate in Hanji's is only 12 per cent. The proportion of literate males and females being
20.5 and 3.7 per cent respectively. Nearly 34 per cent of the total population of Hanjis is
engaged in various type of productive activities, while the remaining 66 per cent is
dependent population, belonging to juvenile, Senile and household female population.
Hanjis in general do not have fixed incomes. Their income varies from month to month
and season to season. It is more true of those who are engaged in hotel management and
houseboat industry. In fact, tourism is an important activity on which many of the Hanjis
are dependent. Tourism in itself depends on many other factors like the number and
pattern of tourist inflow, the weather conditions and the political situation of the State.
Hanjis, a peculiar ethnic group attached to water in general is not developing at the
desired rate. The living conditions of Gad- Hanjs and Demb-Hanjs are poor and
unhygienic, while those who are houseboat owners have better income and social status.
Some pragmatic planning is to be made for the socio-economic upheaval of the Hanjis of
the State.

Gujjars and Bakarwals

Gujjars and Bakarwals constitute a significant proportion of the population of the State.
In general, they have nomadic character and largely depend on flocks and cattle keeping
for their livelihood. The early history of Gujjars and Bakarwals is obscure. There are
several theories about their origin. According to one school of thought, before their
arrival in the sub-continent they were the inhabitants of Georgia (Gurjia) a territory
situated between the Black sea and the Caspian Sea in the Soviet Union. Under certain
push and pull factors they left their abode and through central Asia, Irag, Iran and
Afghanistan crossed the Khyber Pass to enter the Subcontinent of India. In the Sub-
continent making a southward march through Baluchistan- they reached Gujrat. Most
probably in the 5th and 6th century A.D. at the occurrence of some serious droughts they
moved out of Gujarat and crossing Rajasthan and Punjab entered the green pastures of
the Siwaliks and the Himalayas. Having their place of origin as Georgia and moving
towards the Sub- continent of India they named several settlements after their name, e.g.
Gujar (Central Asia), Juzrs (Gurjara), Gujrabad, Gujru, Gujristan, Gujrabas, Gujdar-
Kotta, Gujar-Garh, Gujarkhan, Gujranwala in Iran, Afghanistan, Turkmenia, Pakistan
and India. The diffusion and spread of Gujjars in the State of Jammu and Kashmir is not
known with certainty. When the Gujjars of Jammu and Kashmir are asked about their
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place of origin, they simply say that their forefathers had migrated from Gujarat and
Rajputana (Rajasthan). The arrival of Gujjars in Jammu and Kashmir is attributed to the
outbreak of devastating droughts and famines in Rajasthan, Gujarat and Kathiawad.
There are archaeological evidences to prove that there was a spell of dryness in the 6th
and 7th centuries in Rajasthan and Gujarat which led to the outmigration of these people
(Gujjars), who alongwith their cattle entered the pastures of the Siwaliks and the Sub-
Himalayas. The 'Gujri' language is now recognised to be a form of Rajasthani language,
which supports the hypothesis that Gujjars have outmigrated from Rajputana (Rajasthan).
The major concentration of Gujjars lies in Jammu, Rajouri, Udhampur, Poonch, Uri,
Ganderbal, Anantnag, Daksum, Narang and the Kandi areas of the Jammu and Kashmir
Divisions. Although some of them have started developing land connections, they are
essentially cattle rearers and a section of them - Bakarwals regularly oscillates between
the southern slopes of the Siwaliks and the Margs (Alpine-pastures) of the Central
Himalayas. The houses of the Gujjars and Bakarwals are locally known as Kothas and
Bandis. It is generally a mud-house against the slope of a hillock. The walls are devoid of
any ventilation except a small entry door. In one of the walls there is a small hole which
is the only outlet for all types of bad gasses and smoke. The shelter though unhygienic
protects them and their cattle from severe colds of December, January and February. The
Gujjars and Bakarwals in the State are the followers of Islam, excepting a few who are
settled ioBimber, Mirpur and Rajouri. The Gujjars, because of their strict religious
adherence, have emerged as the most outstanding tribe who are trusted for their honesty.
So far as the dress is concerned, the males wear a long shirt and a trouser as per the tenets
of Islam. Besides, they wear a turban of a peculiar style. The ladies usually wear a long
shirt and Shalwar with a cap or Dupatta on their head. Though Purdah system among
ladies is not observed, they avoid to face the strangers. Gujjars are known for their hard
work and gentle nature. Rearing of cattle horses, goats and sheep is their main
occupation. They have simple food habits. Maize, milk and milk products are the main
ingredients of their diet. They usually start their day with a glass of milk and Chapatis
(bread) of maize. The same food is being repeated at lunch and dinner. They do not use
any type of toxic drinks as taking liquor is prohibited in Islam. Even tea is not consumed
by all the Gujjars. The Gujjars and Bakarwals have no written language and no history
beyond word-of-mouth tales and traditions. They have no art beyond traditional tribal
songs and the simple tribal patterns they weave into their clothes. Although they live on
products of their flocks yet some of them cultivate little maize on the slopes in the
narrow valleys with spade and hoe. They do not use vehicular transport instead they use
drought animals. The assets and resources vital to them are pasture lands, migration
routes and water-resources. These resources and assets are owned commonly by the
tribes and maintained collectively. They have a subsistence type of economy and try to
produce everything they need in their daily need.

Kashmiriyat as a Political Identity

The concept of Kashmiri nationalism initially began in the early 20th century as a
response to excessive abuse from the Dogra rulers, who were viewed as foreign and
illegitimate. The Dogra rulers were descendents of Hindu Rajputs and spoke a separate
language known as Dogri. In its nascent stages from 1931 through 1939, Kashmiri
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nationalism was not originally a nationalist movement but rather a Muslim political
movement designed to correct perceived inequities in the Dogra government. Although
initially formulated along religious lines, this political movement expanded to include all
religions, resulting in the conceptualization of a unique Kashmiri nationalist identity in
1939, signified by the transformation of the Muslim Conference into the All-Jammu and
Kashmir National Conference. The expansion from a Muslim Conference to a National
Conference necessitated the creation of a constitutive story known as Kashmiriyat, which
posited that Muslims and Hindus in the Kashmir region shared a distinct Kashmiri
identity. Sheikh Abdullah and the Kashmiri nationalists spread the idea of Kashmiriyat
through a combination of newspaper articles, political rallies, populist appeals for land
reform and political equality, and religious sermons. Kashmiri nationalists emphasized
both the validity of Kashmiriyat as a political identity and the legitimacy of the National
Conference as a representative of Kashmiriyat. In addition, competing people-building
narratives emphasizing religion as the primary basis of loyalty forced Kashmiri
nationalists to redefine previous conceptualizations of Kashmiri identity to embrace all
religions. Finally, the inherent exclusionary nature of people-building and the
constitutive story prevented Abdullah and the Kashmiri nationalists from fully
incorporating all religions and ethnicities, specifically the Jammu and Poonch Muslims
and the Dogra Rajputs, into the new Kashmiri political identity.

In regards to the process of people-building, the National Conference secured trust and
worth by employing a people-building logic focused on material resources. They
attracted followers and demonstrated their legitimacy by advancing populist demands
such as land reform and debt relief and by guaranteeing greater opportunities within the
civil and military branches. For many impoverished Kashmiris, the National Conference
offered greater wealth and opportunity.

History

The Princely State of Jammu and Kashmir came into existence after the First Anglo-Sikh
War of 1845, when Gulab Singh, a Sikh who had fought on the British side in the First
Anglo-Sikh War, bought what is now the Kashmir Valley for 7.5 million rupees. His son,
Ranbir Singh, expanded the territory to include most of modern-day Jammu and
Kashmir. The state was ruled autonomously until the province came under British rule
following the Indian Rebellion of 1857. The relevant aspect of Kashmir’s early history is
the artificial nature of its creation. Kashmir’s territorial boundaries were arbitrarily
created by a simple purchase of land and did not reflect the ethnic, religious, or linguistic
differences of the region.

The Princely State of Jammu and Kashmir consists primarily of the three main provinces
circled in the map: Jammu, the Vale of Kashmir, and Ladakh. Poonch, located to the west
of Kashmir, was administered as a separate state until its incorporation in 1936.
According to the 1901 census, the total population of the Kashmir province was
approximately 2.9 million people, with 2.15 million Muslims, 689,073 Hindus, 25,828
Sikhs, and 35,047 Buddhists. Despite the religious diversity, 89% of the population
spoke Kashur, the Kashmiri language.
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The Kashmir Valley, also known as the Vale, was over 93% Muslim but had an
influential Hindu minority known as the Pandits. The Pandits were Kashmiri Brahmins
and were generally more educated than the rest of the population. The Vale had specific
customs and styles of dress not seen in other parts of the state, including the Pheran, a
long Kashmiri gown, and the Kangri, a earthen fire pot used to keep warm. The majority
of the Muslims were Sunni but there was a small Sufi population that had created a
number of popular shrines visited by both Muslims and Hindus. Almost all of the
residents spoke Kashmiri.

Jammu, the southern province, was the center of power of the Dogra dynasty. While the
Hindu population comprised 50% of the province’s population, they were concentrated
near the center. In contrast, Muslims held a 61.3% majority in the periphery. Unlike the
Pandits, Hindus in Jammu hailed from a variety of castes. The main languages spoken
were Dogri and Punjabi.

In comparison, Ladakh was sparsely populated and had little influence in the state. The
population was primarily Buddhist and most of the residents had Tibetan ties. Ladakhi
and Kashur were the most common languages. The great diversity of ethnicities,
languages, and religions meant that any people-building approach had to reconcile a
number of different potential boundaries and create a coherent sense of national identity.
The diversity also indicates the incredible difficulty of incorporating all the different
boundaries under one constitutive story.

One of the key aspects of the development of a constitutive story is defining the historical
enemies of the community. The subjugation of the Kashmiri population under the Dogra
throne for nearly eighty years (1857-1931) allowed Abdullah and the Kashmiri
nationalists the opportunity to cast the Dogras as foreign oppressors and illegitimate
rulers. Since their accession to power, the Dogra rulers had instituted a number of
policies that restricted the economic and political freedom of the other groups in the
Princely State of Jammu and Kashmir. As noted Kashmiri historian PremNathBazaz
argues, “the Dogras have always regarded Jammu as their home and Kashmir [Valley] as
the conquered country...they established a Dorga oligarchy...in which all non-Dogra
communities were...inferiors.” Despite a six percent literacy rate, the Dogras held nearly
every civil service and military service position. In comparison, the highly educated
Kashmiri Hindus were restricted to minor clerical posts. Unsurprisingly, the Pandits
resented the Dogra government’s favoritism towards the people of the Jammu province at
the expense of the Pandits.

In addition to excluding other Hindus from civil and military positions, the Dogra
dynasty also instituted a feudal system that oppressed the Muslim majority, most of
whom were farmers. The Dogras granted large fiefs called jagirsto landlords in return for
taxes that went straight to the Maharaja’s personal expenditures. In fact, nearly 1/3 of
state revenue was used explicitly for the king’s personal expenses, despite a complete
lack of rural infrastructure, such as roads and irrigation systems and an impoverished
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population averaging with an average annual household income of $25.18 In addition,
the Dogras prevented Kashmiri Muslims from owning land and actively pursued an
unofficial discrimination policy, even going as far as banning the traditional Friday
prayer.

The Dogra oppression of both Kashmiri Muslims and Hindus provided an opportunity for
competing narratives to emphasize the illegitimacy of the current dynasty. The lack of
existing political loyalties meant that any redefinition would be fairly simple. In addition,
efforts to build trust and demonstrate worth could focus on a few key areas: land reform,
religious tolerance, and equality in appointment to government positions.

In addition, the Dogra subjugation also had important consequences for the future of the
Kashmiri nationalist movement and its constitutive story. When formulating his
conceptualization of the Kashmiri national identity, Abdullah could not incorporate the
Jammu Hindus into the constitutive story without alienating the Pandits and the Muslim
Kashmiris due to their close relationship with the ruling Dogra dynasty. As a result,
Jammu was not included in the constitutive story of Kashmiriyat, which emphasized only
the shared bonds between Kashmiri Muslims and the Pandits. Although Abdullah tried to
court the Jammu Hindus for electoral purposes in later decades, the effort was completely
unsuccessful. Fittingly, Jammu later developed its own competing Hindu nationalist
movement known as PrajaParishad in 1952 that fiercely opposed Abdullah and the
National Conference.

Muslim Political Mobilization

Continued subjugation under the Dogra dynasty led to a nascent Muslim political
movement known as the Mirwaiz-i-Kashmir in 1905. Rasul Shah, the leader of the
movement, traveled to mosques around the Vale and preached against deification of
saints while also emphasizing a more conservative interpretation of Islam. The Mirwaiz
was incredibly successful — in fact, over 100,000 people attended a funeral procession for
one of its leaders in 1931. As a result, the Muslim population was united under a single
leader for the first time in Jammu and Kashmir history. Although Mirwaiz started as a
religious movement, it began to petition the state with hopes of correcting political and
economic grievance, such as greater Muslim representation. The group issued three
memorandums which demanded the appointment of a Muslim to the head of the
Education Department, greater Muslim employment in civil services, and land reform,
respectively. For the first time in state history, a religious community was advancing
political causes — a key first step in the development of Kashmiri nationalism.

In addition, the group had successfully defined its community on the basis of religion and
the group’s leaders had established themselves as the legitimate head of the community.
However, the movement had not attacked the legitimacy of the Dogra dynasty, still
lacked a constitutive story, and had yet to prove its worth by demonstrating the capacity
to advance the community’s interests. In the 1920s, a group of Kashmiri university
graduates began meeting at a Reading Room in Srinagar, the largest city in the Vale.
These graduates published articles in widely read Muslim newspapers such as the
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Siyasat, the Muslim Outlook, and the Ingilaband began distributing pamphlets in
mosques. It was the Reading Room that catapulted Sheikh Abdullah onto the political
scene. Abdullah’s initial popularity stemmed from his rhetorical ability as a religious
leader but the charismatic school teacher soon found himself at the head of an
increasingly powerful political movement.

A series of events in Jammu on July 13, 1931, including the destruction of a mosque,
interruption of a sermon, and the desecration of a Quran, led religious leaders in Jammu
and Kashmir to declare that their religion was under attack. The Dogra regime responded
by jailing the dissenters, prompting further public outcry. Over 7000 Muslims stormed
the jail and demanded the release of the prisoners. In response, the police opened fire and
over twenty-one people were killed. By the end of the day over 163 people were either
killed or injured.

Although most of the victims were Hindu Dogras, the violence was aimed at the state
rather than the Hindu population as a whole. As Bazaz notes, “the attack on the jail was
in no way directed against the Hindus...it was a fight of the tyrannized against their
tyrants.”

The events of July 13 prompted the formation of the All-India Jammu and Kashmir
Muslim Conference. Like the Mirwaiz, the Conference’s primary intent was to encourage
both Jammu and Kashmir Muslims to organize politically. Sheikh Abdullah, the
organization’s first president, drew support from a diverse Muslim body of leaders united
by the belief “that the Muslims were being exploited by the Hindu community.”

The growing popularity of the Muslim political movement led Hindu leaders, both
Dogras and Pandits, to fear potential Muslim domination. As a result, “the Hindus
became definitely hostile to the Muslim movement and openly and solidly joined the
Government forces to get it suppressed.” This growing distrust prompted Kashmiri
Pandits, who had previously supported the Kashmiri Muslim struggle against Dogra
oppression, to denounce the recommendations of the Glancy Commission Report which
called for greater civil liberties for Muslims and more Muslim government appointments.
The Rajput and Hindu Associations even put up posters directly attacking the Muslim
Conference. The increasing politicization of religious boundaries threatened to derail the
greater struggle against the oppressive Dogra regime. Instead of working together to
secure greater political and economic benefits, the Kashmiri Pandits and the Kashmiri
Muslims were being turned against each other by competing narratives that emphasized
religion as the basis of political loyalty.

Kashmiriyat

The growing political unrest in Kashmir attracted the attention of Jawaharlal Nehru, the
leader of the Indian National Congress. Nehru contacted Abdullah and arranged a
meeting with the National Conference leader in which Nehru urged Abdullah to turn the
Muslim National Conference into a secular, nationalist movement. Abdullah himself
stated that, “[Nehru] explained that by opening the membership to all, any campaign
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against the ruler would gain more strength.” Sheikh Abdullah had been closely following
the Indian campaign for independence against the British, which provided a ready
template for widespread mobilization. In this case, the Indian national movement and
Nehru gave Abdullah the script for Kashmiri political mobilization.

On March 26, 1938, Abdullah redefined the goals of the Muslim National Conference
and opened up membership to all people, “irrespective of caste, creed, or religion.”31 In
his annual party address, Abdullah stated:

“Like us the majority of Hindus and Sikhs have immensely suffered at the hands of the
irresponsible government. They are also steeped in deep ignorance, have to pay large
taxes and are in debt and are starving...\WWe must open our doors to all such Hindus and
Sikhs who like ourselves believe in the freedom of their country from the shackles of a
irresponsible rule.”

Originally, the Kashmiri political movement was a response to religious, political, and
economic oppression of the Muslim community. However, after Abdullah’s meeting with
Nehru, the political movement was re-conceptualized to include Hindus and Sikhs. This
demonstrates both that Abdullah was capable of asymmetrically institutionalizing a
different concept of peoplehood and that he had considerable freedom to define the
boundaries of this community. In order to expand the membership of the Muslim
Conference and turn it into a secular, nationalist ideology, Abdullah and other Kashmiri
nationalist leaders had to redefine the basis of political loyalty. Instead of focusing on
religious unity, Abdullah pushed forward the idea of Kashmiriyat which emphasized the
unique history of the Kashmiri people, the syncretism of various religious beliefs in the
Vale, and the historical peace between different religions and ethnicities in the Vale. This
represented a marked change from prior conceptualizations of identity which focused
primarily on differences of religion and ethnicity between the different groups in
Kashmir. To lend credence to Kashmiriyat, the nationalist movement emphasized the
recent discovery of lost historical texts, the most important of which was the
Rajatarangini, written in 1149 by Kalhana. Using the Rajatarangini, Kashmiri nationalists
traced the story of the Kashmiri people over the past 2000 years despite the fact that most
historians, such as PremNathBazaz, acknowledged the artificial nature of the current
Kashmiri state.

Kashmiriyat was disseminated through religious sermons in mosques, political rallies by
the National Conference, and Muslim newspapers and magazines. Prominent writers and
historians such as Mohammad Din Fauq were also important in advancing the idea of
Kashmiriyat. Fauq reconciled ethnic differences by arguing that “even the people who
came from Arabia, Iran, Afghanistan and Turkastan as late as 600 or 700 years ago were
so mixed with Kashmiri Muslims in culture, civilization and matrimonial relations that
‘all non-Kashmiri traces are completely absent from their life.” In addition, even Nehru
lent credence to the new constitutive story with his declaration that, “Kashmir dominated
the intellectual scene of the country [India] for almost 2000 years.” Although Nehru
supported the secular Nationalist Conference primarily to undercut the Muslim League
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and the Muslim Conference which threatened the ideology of the Indian National
Congress, his support was essential for winning Hindu support for the National
Conference.

By continually emphasizing the shared history and culture of all Kashmiris, Sheikh
Abdullah and the National Conference “raised the pitch of the Kashmiri ethnic identity,
Kashmiriyat, to such heights that the religious edge of that identity had been subdued.” A
Muslim political movement was transformed into a secular, nationalist movement.
However, Kashmiriyat never explicitly mentioned Jammu Muslims and instead focused
on religious syncretism in the Vale. This had important consequences for future political
movements in Kashmir and for the different regional responses to Pakistani invasion in
the Second Indo-Pakistani War.

Abdullah and other Kashmiri elites advanced the idea of Kashmiriyat through
newspapers, radio, political rallies, and religious sermons. Through the propaganda and
his own charisma, Abdullah was able to secure the support of prominent Hindu voices,
including the Hindu newspaper Hamdard, and of Muslim religious leaders. Both groups
acknowledged the National Conference as the voice of the Kashmiri identity. By
emphasizing Kashmiriyat instead of Islam as the basis of political loyalty, the National
Conference alienated some of its members, particularly those involved with the early
Mirwaiz movement. Some religious leaders such as Yusuf Shah believed that “any
political organization that represented the Muslims had to reflect their religions identity.”
Shah and his followers subscribed to the ideology of Mohammad Ali Jinnah, the father of
Pakistan and the head of the Muslim League, while Abdullah and the National
Conference allied themselves with the Indian National Congress, a secular, nationalist
movement. To combat the influence of Shah and the Muslim Conference, Kashmiri
nationalists continually emphasized that religious syncretism and tolerance was an
essential component of the unique shared culture and history of the Kashmiri people.

The National Conference used Kashmiriyat to change the nature of political loyalty in
Kashmir. Before, political loyalty was based primarily on religious boundaries,
demonstrated by the previously mentioned animosity between Kashmiri Pandit and
Kashmiri Muslim political groups despite their common goals. Kashmiriyat was
primarily directed at people living in the Vale of Kashmir. Although the Muslim
Conference initially appealed to all Muslims, including those in Jammu, the National
Conference’s reach was limited by its constitutive story which emphasized the shared
history of the residents of the Kashmir Valley with limited reference to Jammu. In
addition, the oppression of the Kashmiri people by the Dogra Hindus also necessitated
their exclusion from the constitutive story.

The National Conference defined its community as all Kashmiris, irrespective of caste,
creed, or religion. However, the constitutive story was largely limited to Kashmiris living
in the Vale. The National Conference articulated its commitment to advancing Kashmiri
interests with the groundbreaking Naya Kashmir document in 1944. The proclamation,
translated as New Kashmir, called for the abolition of the jagirsystem, the creation of a
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constitutional monarchy, the protection of basic civil liberties such as the freedom of
religion, and greater opportunities for non-Dogras in the civil and military service. The
goals of New Kashmir resonated with both the Muslims and Hindus of the Vale. The
Muslims, who generally worked on the jagirs, hated the oppressive Dogra feudal system.
In comparison, the Pandits were tired of being relegated to minor clerical posts and
desired the greater government opportunities that New Kashmir demanded. By appealing
to the material interests of both groups, the National Conference was able to secure their
trust. Worth, the demonstrated capacity to advance the community’s interests, was
accomplished through a two-step process. The first was the Quit Kashmir movement
started by Sheikh Abdullah. The second, and the most important, was the passage of the
Abolition of Big Landed Estates Act and the Distressed Debtors Relief Act.

Modeled after Gandhi’s Quit India movement, Quit Kashmir denounced the legitimacy of
the foreign occupier — in this case, the Dogra dynasty — and demanded immediate
independence. In Abdullah’s autobiography, he declares that, “the people were
galvanized. ‘Quit Kashmir’ was on the lips of every Kashmiri.” Thousands of Kashmiris
in the Vale protested against the Dogra throne, prompting the Maharaja to arrest
Abdullah and 300 of his supporters. As a response, Nehru and the Indian National
Congress issued a statement reprimanding the Maharaja and urging Abdullah’s release.
This was a clear demonstration of worth: Abdullah and the National Conference had the
backing of the entire Indian independence movement and were powerful and influential
enough to mobilize large numbers of Kashmiris in support of their causes.

The most profound demonstration of worth, however, occurred three years after the
partition of India and Pakistan on August 15, 1947. In 1950, the National Conference,
which had been granted provisional authority over the Kashmiri state after its accession
to India, passed the Abolition of Big Landed Estates Act and the Distressed Debtors
Relief Act of 1950. The first act reallocated any land larger than twenty-three acres to
landless peasants while the second act provided debt-relief to indebted farmers. As
Ganguly notes, “although these initiatives alienated a significant segment of the Jammu-
based Hindu landed gentry, they won Abdullah the powerful loyalty of lower- and
middle-class Muslims and Hindus.” The National Conference clearly demonstrated its
capacity to advance the material interests of its targeted community and thereby secured
its worth.

The primary indicator of the rise of Kashmiri nationalism in the Vale was the Second
Indo-Pakistani War of 1965. After Partition on August 15, 1947, the princely states of
India, which included Jammu and Kashmir, were given the option of joining either India
or Pakistan. Pakistan believed that Kashmir, with its large Muslim population, rightfully
belonged to Pakistan. However, Islamabad, recognizing the popularity of Abdullah, grew
suspicious of the Sheikh’s close ties to Nehru. As a result, Pakistan sent troops to the
Poonch district, which was largely sympathetic to Pakistan and the Muslim league, to
incite a revolt against the state. Pakistani troops nearly reached Srinagar, the largest city
in the Vale, forcing Hari Singh, the current Dogra king, to flee to Jammu. The Maharaja
requested Indian assistance to expel the Pakistani invaders but was forced to sign the
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Instrument of Accession in return for military aid, resulting in the formal annexation of
Jammu and Kashmir to India.

After annexation, Nehru gave Abdullah and the National Conference authority over the
provisional government. Abdullah responded by immediately pushing for greater
Kashmiri autonomy. As the leading proponent of Kashmiri nationalism, Abdullah fought
for greater autonomy for the Kashmiri people in order to secure his own party’s political
legitimacy. He consistently argued that the Kashmiri people would be the sole decision-
makers when it came to the question of independence or accession and demanded a
plebiscite to ascertain the wishes of the people. However, Abdullah’s requests were
largely ignored by Nehru and the new Indian government which feared that a plebiscite
would result in Kashmiri defection to Pakistan. As a result, Abdullah pushed even harder
for greater autonomy and even approached foreign governments for assistance.
Unsurprisingly, Abdullah was jailed for treason in 1953, prompting widespread
nationalist protests that resulted in the death of sixty Kashmiris. Kashmiri discontent with
the state’s new puppet government led to sporadic violence over the next ten years,
including riots in 1955 and 1957. Kashmiri anger at the illegitimate government reached
a tipping point and eventually exploded during the Hazratbal incident in 1963, leading to
the Second Indo-Pakistani War.

The Hazratbal incident referred to alleged state government involvement in the theft of a
relic from a Muslim shrine in Srinagar, prompting dissenters to set fire to properties
owned by the Prime Minister. The incident, which occurred months after the Indian
defeat in the 1962 Sino-Indian War, was viewed by Pakistani officials as Muslim
rejection of a Hindu state government and as another sign of Indian weakness in the
region. Nehru, recognizing the incident as further proof of growing Kashmiri nationalist
sentiment, ordered the release of Abdullah on April 8, 1964 to appease the agitators.
However, Abdullah was re-arrested after Nehru’s death, leading to “renewed public
protests and anti-Government agitation.”

Pakistan, misinterpreting the anger of Kashmiri Muslims as support for accession to
Pakistan, drew up plans for an invasion into Kashmir that would “liberate” the state from
Indian control. The plan, Operation Gibraltar, was to have Pakistani soldiers disguise
themselves as insurgents and attempt to instigate a widespread rebellion against the state.
On August 5, 1965, 7,000 Pakistani troops invaded the Vale of Kashmir and tried to
incite a popular rebellion against the state.

The people of the Vale, who were 93% Muslim and had a decade-long history of
grievances against the Indian state, refused to support the Pakistani invaders, much to
Islamabad’s surprise. The Kashmiri Muslims, identifying with Kashmiriyat and not Islam
as the primary basis of political loyalty, turned over the “insurgents” to Indian
authorities, sparking the Second Indo-Pakistani War.

The refusal of Kashmiri Muslims to support the invaders was a direct result of the
development of Kashmiri nationalism and the success of the people-building approach
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employed by Abdullah and the National Conference. Before Kashmiriyat, the primary
basis of political identity in the Kashmir Valley had been religion — political movements
such as the Muslim Conference and the Hindu and Rajput Associations were organized
along religious lines. However, the acceptance of Kashmiriyat and its emphasis on the
unique shared culture and history of the Kashmir Valley separated religion from political
identity.

As a result, Kashmiri Muslims did not identify with the Pakistani insurgents and readily
turned them over to Indian authorities. By mistaking Kashmiri nationalism and
discontent with Indian state authorities as support for Pakistan, Islamabad fundamentally
erred in their assessment of Kashmiri political identity. Unlike Pakistani Muslims,
Kashmiri Muslims did not define their national identity on the basis of their religion.
Instead, their acceptance of Kashmiriyat resulted in a national identity tied to specific
local history and traditions. As a result, the Pakistani insurgents were not viewed as
fellow countrymen because of their shared religion. Instead, they were viewed as
outsiders, explaining why Kashmiris resisted accession to the Pakistani state.

Conclusion

The last elections in Kashmir for the state legislature play a small role in instigating
change, especially in terms of the demilitarization of the state. But as the Kashmiris
themselves recognized, which is evidenced by a voter turnout of 60 percent, participating
in this election does offer a critical venue for tackling practical grievances. The state
legislature, though limited in its reach, does have the power to build roads, schools,
health centres and to create jobs and can restrain the harassment and brutality of the
security forces. Hence, this process "provides material succor to a population which has
suffered immensely for over 2 decades”.

The elections themselves were, however, flawed. A total of 1354 candidates stood for
just 87 seats, making voting by the public arduous and the process unnecessarily
complex. Also, despite the fact that militants halted all activities obstructing people from
voting, the government had still sent 538 companies of central para-military forces and
60-70 companies of the Central Reserve Police Force for election duty. The army
presence was hence grossly disproportionate to the need for security and hence merely
served to curtail movement and actions by imposing curfews and patrolling the streets. It
is believed by some that these recent elections could be catalyst for a shift in the
equation. The Kashmiri people's nonviolent assertion for aazadi (independence)
persuaded militants to silence their guns and their use of a legal venue to address their
concerns, despite years of exploitation, could sow the seeds for a less violent approach to
the conflict. Fittingly, this would be a counter balance to the 1987 elections which was a
catalyst for militancy.

This will, of course, depend on whether public concerns and aspirations are adequately
addressed. This includes not just basic needs - such as schools and health care - but also
integral needs including the use of water resources and access to land. If there is to be
constructive and positive change, public support is integral.
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Introduction

The quality of education, which we provide to the children, depends in
large measure upon the quality of teachers, quality of curriculum, quality of
school programme. Other things remaining equal, the quality of teachers, in its
turn depends on the quality of effective teaching and the quality of divergent
thinking and problem solving ability of teachers. As Chanakya the great Indian
Philosopher and educationist rightly pointed out that ‘education is nothing but
training the men for the country and love for the nation’. This Herculean task of
training the individual for better citizen and to useful the nation is primarily
possible in classroom and through effective teaching learning process only.
Secondary education commission (1952-53) stated that ‘the destiny of the nation
is being mould in the classrooms only’. Similarly the Indian Education
Commission, 1964-66 corroborates that of all the different factors, which
influence the quality of education and its contribution to national development,
the quality, competency, character and adjustment of teachers are undoubtedly
the most significant. From this it is clear that teachers are endowed with effective
teaching and good character and clever thinking which has been already
recommended by the committees and commissions on education, to improve the
educational standards and to produce useful citizen and to shape the destiny of
Nation. Teacher should not only be committed and adjusted but also effective
and creative. There as been enormous efforts paid as teachers’ effectiveness and
teacher competency but unfortunately sufficient attention is not focused on
teacher effectiveness in relation to teacher creativity.

Teachers Effectiveness

Through teacher effectiveness has been recognized as important
component of teaching learning process relatively little efforts made to define the
term. A brief into the literature of Teacher effectiveness as one finds many
related terms such as teaching success, successful teacher, teaching efficiency,
teacher performance, and teacher competency. In educational process, good and
effective teacher occupies a place of tremendous importance. An effective
teacher may be understood as one who helps in development of basic skills,
understanding, proper habits desirable attitudes, and children development.
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Creative Teaching

Creativity defined as the ability to bring something new into existence,
creativity is distinguished by novelty, originality and is unusually inventive.
Creativity was believed to be a heaven’s gift a rare quality of distinguished
individuals within born talent. In the present study an individual which is flexible
in thought and action, who can produce novel ideas, express his ideas thoroughly
and long with certain personality traits is said to be creative.

Relation between Teacher Effectiveness and Teacher Creativity

The quality of education is mainly depends on the quality of teacher and
effective teaching learning process. Indian education commission (1964-66)
rightly pointed out that of all the deferent factors which influence the quality of
education and its contribution to national development, the quality of the
competency; character and adjustment of teacher are undoubtedly the most
significant. Form this it can be concluded that the quality of education; the
quality of teaching learning process and accomplishment of educational aims are
possible only when the teachers are effective teaching and creative in their
profession.

Statement of the Problem
Teacher’s Effectiveness in relation to Creative Teaching an Innovative
Strategy of Teacher in Secondary Level Education

Purpose of the Study

The present study aims at investigating the Teacher effectiveness in
relation to creative teaching of High School teachers in Chittoor district, Andhra
Pradesh.

Need of the Study

The teacher’s effectiveness is very important in teaching and guiding the
children, especially the High School level because it is the state of their future in
the educational level. So there is a need to get training, learning, and experience
in effective teaching for the teacher’s at High School level.

Objectives of the Study
+« To study the significant difference between male and female teachers in
regard with teacher’s effectiveness and teacher creativity.
« To find out difference between the teachers of Government and private
school teachers in regard with teacher’s effectiveness and teacher
creativity.
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Hypothesis of the Study
For the present investigation the investigatior formulated “NULL
HYPOTHESIS” for the purpose of deriving conclusion about the present
investigation.
+«+ There is no significant difference between male and female teachers in
relation to teacher effectiveness and teacher creativity.
+« There is no significant difference between the Govt. school teachers and
private school teachers in relation to teacher effectiveness and teacher
creativity.

Variables of the Study
The Independent variables of the study is creativity and the dependent
variable is teacher effectiveness.

Methodology of the Study

A survey methodology with structured questionnaire followed by
interviews with the teacher effectiveness in relation to creative teaching
administrated as appropriate tools of obtaining needed data from different High
Schoolteachers. The relevant data collected get classified, tabulated and then
statistically treated to draw inferences. Besides that a number of information
sources were also consulted so as to achieve the survey objectives. The study was
conducted on a sample of 145 high school teachers of Chittoor district, Andhra
Pradesh. Random sampling procedure was employed to collect information.

Tools of the Study
« Teacher Effectiveness a self —rating scale is used. This is developed by
Dr.U.Nageswara Rao, method of summated rating techniques is adopted
hid technique. In this scale 35 items are prepared according to the aims and
objectives of the tool.

« Teacher Creativity a self —rating scale is used. This scale is previously
developed and standardized by Dr.Undurtys’ Vishaka. The reason for
selection of the revised version of their tests was that it was specifically
designed to measure the components of teacher creativity. The investigator
has decided to take call all the 3 aspects of fluency, originality and
flexibility. Measure with the help of 25 items all are positive items.

Statistical Techniques used:
Mean, standard deviation, critical ratio value were calculated for
statistical analysis of the data.
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Hypothesis:-1
Table-1 shows the comparison between male and female teachers in
relation to teacher effectiveness and teacher creativity.

Category No. samples Mean SD CR
Male Teachers 73 135.89 8

9.70**
Female Teachers 72 1275 10.8

** Significant

The above table discloses the difference between Male and Female
teachers in relation to teacher’s effectiveness and teacher creativity.

This clearly indicates that there is significant difference between the
above categories the mean value of 135.89 obtained by the male teachers is > the
mean value of 127.5 obtain by female teachers. As the obtained critical ratio
value 9.70 is more then 1.96 and 2.58 which is significant at 0.05 level and 0.01
level. Hence the null Hypotheses No-1 that “there is no significant difference
between male and female school teacher in relation to teacher’s effectiveness
and teacher creativity” is rejected.

Hypothesis:-2

Table-2 showing the comparison between government school teachers
and private school teachers in relation to teacher effectiveness and teacher
creativity

Category No. Samples Mean SD CR
Govt. School Teachers 85 135.09 9.8 0 7g
Private School Teachers 60 133.7 9.2 '

** Significant

The above table discloses the difference between Govt. school teachers
and private school teachers in relation to teacher’s effectiveness and teacher
creativity.

This clearly indicates that there is significant difference between the
above categories the mean value of 135.09 obtained by the Government school
teachers is > the mean value of 133.7 obtain by private school teachers. As the
obtained critical ratio value 2.78 is more then 1.96 and 2.58 which is significant
at 0.05 level and 0.01 level. Hence the null hypotheses No-2 that “there is no
significant difference between govt. school teachers and private school
teachers in relation to teacher’s effectiveness and teacher creativity” are
rejected.

Major findings of the Study
«+ There is significant difference between male teachers and female teachers.
The mean value of male teachers (135.89)>female teachers mean value
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(127.5), in relation to teacher’s effectiveness in relation to creative
teaching.

« There is significant difference between male teachers and female teachers.

The mean value of Government school teachers (135.09)>private school
teachers mean value (133.7), in relation to teacher’s effectiveness in
relation to teacher creativity.

Conclusion

The male teachers have higher creativity scores compared to female

teachers. The government school teachers have high scores compared to private
school teachers.

Limitations of the Study
The present study was confined teachers working in Chittoor district, Andhra
Pradesh.

1.
2.

The study is limited to teachers working in Chittoor District only

Of many dimensions’ of effectiveness only Activity based teaching, Child
centered practice, Teaching learning material display, Evaluation strategies
and remedial technique, Noval strategies are considered in this study.

Of many dimensions of creative teaching only Flexibility, Originality,
Fluency are considered in this study.
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SOUTHERN WESTERN GHATS, KODAIKANAL, TAMIL NADU, INDIA
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Department of Botany Department of Botany
Saraswathi Narayanan College Saraswathi Narayanan College
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Abstract

Grasses contribute tremendously to the earth’s green mantle of
vegetation. They are one of the most widely distributed groups of angiosperms
with gross morphological complexity. Grasses are the members of Poaceae
(Gramineae) family which are the most vital part in our life as food, medicine,
fodder and many different things. The present study was carried out to highlight
the grasses existing in Kilavarai freshwater river of Kodaikanal in Dindigul
district of Tamil Nadu, Southern India. Extensive plant exploration trips were
conducted throughout the study area, at frequent interval from January, 2015 to
November, 2018. The result of the present study revealed that 62 species
belonging to 39 genera distributed among poaceae families was noted from the
study site. Out of 62 species, 17 grasses are as least concern. From the grass
species recorded, Eragrostis was represented by 5 species and which was found
to be the dominant genus, and it was followed by the genus, Chrysopogon with 4
species. A total of 5 genera viz.,, Arundinella, Bothriochloa, Brachiaria,
Cymbopogon, Themeda were represented with each of 3 species. Bambusa,
Chloris, Digitaria, Panicum, Sporobolus, and Setaria with 2 species and the rest
of the 26 genere were represented as monospecific genus. This study may be
helpful to researchers to understand the critical perspectives of community
dynamics with the help of grasses.

Keywords: Grasses, Floristic study, Kilavarai river.

Introduction

Grasses are the most commercially and nutritionally important family of
plants to humans, yet while most grass species are preserved, their ecosystems
grasslands are under global threat. Poaceae is a large and nearly ubiquitous
family of monocotyledonous flowering plants known as grasses. The grass
family is one of the most widely distributed and abundant groups of plants on
earth. Grasses are found on almost every continent and are absent only from
Antarctica. According to different authors there may be 780 genera and about
12,000 species of grasses in the world and occupies the fifth-largest plant family,
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following the Asteraceae, Orchidaceae, Fabaceae and Rubiaceae (Jain, 1986:
Clayton et al., 2012).

Grasses are diverse in taxonomic diversity and exhibit wide range of
tolerance against the environmental factors qualifying as a pioneer species of an
ecological community. In wetland ecosystems, grasses are redundant elements
with huge functional roles in purification of the soil quality and acting as
organizers of the diversity. Grasses have wide ecological amplitude and several
adaptations in diverse habitat. They are one of the primary producers in wetlands
ecosystem (Ban et al., 2017). Grasses inhabit the earth in greater abundance than
any comparable group of plants, they occur in every soil under all kinds of
climatic situation. By any reckoning, the grasses are a successful family due to
its adaptability to changeable environment, their ability to co-exist with grazing
herbivores and also their effective reproductive system (Bor, 1960). Despite the
fact that the grasses are so important to us, they have been neglected due to small
size of floral organs, special terminology and complicated structure of spikelet
and inflorescence. As grasses form an exceedingly natural family, it is very
difficult for the beginners to readily distinguish them from one another
(Sreekumar and Nair, 1991). Biological diversity is now increasingly recognized
as a vital parameter to assess global and local environmental changes and
sustainability of developmental actives. Summarily, the study aims to grass flora
assessment studies undertaken on Kilavarai freshwater river of Kodaikanal in
Dindigul district of Tamil Nadu, Southern India.

Materials and Methods
Study area

The present study was carried out in Kilavarai freshwater river, located
in the upper Palni hills of Kodaikanal situated in Southern Palni hills (10° 23'
89.62"N and 77° 31' 50.69"E) of Western Ghats, Dindigul district, Tamil Nadu,
India. This perennial river develops into Vanderavu huts flows west upto
Amaravathy reservoir. The flowing area of the river, with varying degree of
slopes leading into short and height waterfalls, like Polur waterfalls. Kilavarai
river is located along Kilavarai — Polur — Kumbur villages path. The
experimental river has been utilized for domestic and agricultural purposes of the
inhabitants of near and around the villages.

Methodology

The field trips were made at frequent interval from January, 2015 to
November, 2018. All the collected plants species were identified, using standard
keys and floras: Flora of Presidency of Madras, Vol | to 1ll by Gamble and
Fischer, Flora of Palni hills, I to Il Vols by K. M. Mathew (1999), and
Sreekumar and V. J. Nair (1991). The specimens were poisoned with mercuric
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chloride. Herbaria for the plant specimens which have been prepared and
deposited in the PG and Research Department of Botany, Saraswathi Narayanan
College, Madurai.

Result and Discussion

The present study revealed that, the occurrence of 62 species of grasses
belonging to 39 genera in the study area (Table 1). From the grass species
recorded, Eragrostis was represented by 5 species and which was found to be the
dominant genus, and it was followed by the genus, Chrysopogon with 4 species.
A total of 5 genera viz., Arundinella, Bothriochloa, Brachiaria, Cymbopogon,
and Themeda were represented with each of 3 species. Bambusa, Chloris,
Digitaria, Panicum, and Sporobolus, Setaria with 2 species and the rest of the 26
genera were represented as monospecific genus. It was also stated that grasses
are widespread than any other family of flowering plants of the world and
represented by 10,000 species 261 genera (Karthikeyan, 2005).

Table 1: Checklist of Poaceae taxa.
(NE — Not Evaluated, LC — Least Concern)

> BINOMIAL NAME FAMILY IUCN
N Status
1. | Apluda mutica L. Poaceae NE
2. | Aristida hystrix L.f. Poaceae NE
3. | Arundinella ciliata (Roxh.) Nees ex Mig Poaceae NE
4. | Arundinella hirta (Thunb.) Tanaka Poaceae NE
5. | Arundinella leptochloa (Nees ex Steud. ) Hook.f. Poaceae LC
6. | Bambusa arundinacea (Retz.) Willd. Poaceae NE
7. | Bambusa tulda Retz. Poaceae NE
8. | Bothriochloa insculpta (Hochst. ex A. Rich.) A. Camus Poaceae NE
9. | Bothriochloa ischaemum (L.) Keng Poaceae NE
10.| Bothriochloa pertusa (L.) A. Camus Poaceae NE
11.| Brachiaria mutica (Forssk.) Stapf Poaceae LC
12.| Brachiaria ramosa (L.) Stapf. Poaceae NE
13.| Brachiaria reptans (L.) C.A.Gardner & C.E.Hubb Poaceae LC
14.| Chloris barbata Sw. Poaceae NE
15.| Chloris dolichostachya Lag. Poaceae NE
16.| Chrysopogon aciculatus (Retz.) Trin. Poaceae NE
17.| Chrysopogon asper B.Heyne ex Blatt. & McCann Poaceae NE
18.| Chrysopogon fulvus (Spreng.) Chiov. Poaceae NE
19.| Chrysopogon zeylanicus (Steud.) Thwaites Poaceae NE
20.| Coix lacryma-jobi L. Poaceae NE
21.| Cymbopogon citratus (DC. ex Nees) Stapf. Poaceae NE
22.| Cymbopogon flexuosus (Nees ex Steud.) W.Watson Poaceae NE
23.| Cymbopogon martinii (Roxb.) Wats. Poaceae NE
24.| Cynodon dactylon (L.) Pers. Poaceae NE
25.| Dichanthium annulatum (Forssk.) Stapf. Poaceae NE
26. | Digitaria ciliaris (Retz.) Koeler Poaceae NE
27.| Digitaria longiflora (Retz.) Pers. Poaceae NE
28.| Dinebra retroflexa (Vahl) Panz. Poaceae NE
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29.| Eleusine indica (L.) Gaertn. Poaceae LC
30.| Eragrostis minor Host Poaceae NE
31.| Eragrostis pilosa (L.) P. Beauv. Poaceae NE
32.| Eragrostis riparia (Willd.) Nees Poaceae NE
33.| Eragrostis unioloides (Retz.) Nees ex Steud. Poaceae LC
34.| Eragrostis viscosa (Retz.) Trin. Poaceae NE
35.| Eriochloa procera (Retz.) C.E. Hubb. Poaceae LC
36.| Heteropogon contortus (L.) P.Beauv. ex Roem. & | Poaceae LC
Schult.
37.| Imperata cylindrica (L.) P. Beauv. Poaceae NE
38.| Isachne globosa (Thunb.) Kuntze Poaceae NE
39.| Ischaemum indicum (Houtt.) Merr. Poaceae LC
40. | Iseilema prostratum (L.) Andersson Poaceae LC
41.| Leptochloa chinensis (L.) Nees. Poaceae NE
42.| Microstegium ciliatum (Trin.) A.Camus Poaceae LC
43.| Oplismenus compositus (L.) P.Beauv. Poaceae LC
44.| Panicum maximum Jacq. Poaceae NE
45.| Panicum repens L. Poaceae LC
46.| Paspalidium flavidum (Retz.) A. Camus Poaceae LC
47.| Paspalum scrobiculatum L. Poaceae LC
48.| Pennisetum clandestinum Hochst. ex Chiov. Poaceae LC
49.| Phalaris minor Retz. Poaceae NE
50. | Phragmites karka (Retz.) Trin. ex Steud Poaceae LC
51.| Saccharum spontaneum L. Poaceae LC
52.| Sacciolepisindica (L.) Chase Poaceae NE
53.| Sehima nervosum (Rottler) Stapf Poaceae NE
54.| Setaria pumila (Poir.) Roem. & Schult. Poaceae NE
55.| Setaria verticillata (L.) P.Beauv Poaceae NE
56.| Sporobolus africanus (Poir.) Robyns & Tournay Poaceae NE
57.| Sporobolus diander (Retz.) Beauv. Poaceae NE
58.| Themeda cymbaria Hack. Poaceae NE
59.| Themeda tremula (Nees ex Steud.) Hack Poaceae NE
60.| Themeda triandra var. japonica (Houtt.) Makino Poaceae NE
61.| Urochloa panicoides P.Beauv. Poaceae NE
62.| Vetiveria zizanioides (L.) Nash Poaceae NE

As in the case of any aquatic ecosystem, monocots dominate the
vegetation having more species diversity in contrast to terrestrial habitats.
Sukumaran and Jeeva (2011) reported that Poaceae was found as a dominant
family in the aquatic ecosystem of the Kanyakumari district with 39 species.

Out of 62 species 17 grasses are Arundinella leptochloa, Brachiaria
mutica, Brachiaria reptans, Eleusine indica, Eragrostis unioloides, Eriochloa
procera, Heteropogon contortus, Ischaemum indicum, Iseilema prostratum,
Microstegium ciliatum, Oplismenus composites, Panicum repens, Paspalidium
flavidum, Paspalum scrobiculatum, Pennisetum clandestinum, Phragmites karka,
and Saccharum spontaneum) as least concern (Table 1) according to the checklist
published by IUCN (2019). It was stated that trees are considered as the most
significant component in the riparian ecosystems (Minore and Weatherly, 1994).
At the same time, shrubs provide shade and stream bank stabilization, prevent the
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regeneration of trees in some riparian environments, thereby resulting in gradual
succession to a shrub community (Hibbs, 1987). However in the tropical riparian
flood plains, seasonal herbaceous annual vegetation dominates, where large flood
disturbance prevents the recruitment of woody species.

Conclusion

Grasses have wide ecological amplitude and must be exploited for eco-
development of the regions devoid of biodiversity. This study concerns the grass
species in the wetland communities, their taxonomy that can be beneficial for
understanding the community characteristics of wetland habitats of study area. It
may also be helpful in revealing the succession pattern of the area. This study
may be helpful to researchers to understand the critical perspectives of
community dynamics with the help of grasses.
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Introduction

There is meaningful education and education that makes the students eligible
for the benefit of society as well as themselves. If a class of society remains deprived
of education then the development of the society will only imagination. For this
reason, due to ignorance and illiteracy over the years, the government is giving
various facilities and reservation to the tribal people, who are struck in the chain of
superstition witchcraft stereotype, in the mainstream of the society. It is also necessary
to know that what is the problem in the development of tribal students ,which cannot
fulfill our 100 percentage expectations and implementation of which practical
activities are necessary for this .Education provident to students contributes to the
creation of a systematic society .Less importance to education in families of tribal
students economic pitiable condition surrounding environment, racial discrimination
in society ,serious indifference towards education lack of familiarity with education
and lack of education in the name of education ,lack of available health facilities ,lack
of accessibility textual content is not available ,the problem of abandonment of
teachers ,irresponsible behavior of the teachers ,lack of accessory ,lack of audio visual
equipment ,communication with the media ,there are many problems in addition to
major problems like deficiency. The lack of regular attendance in the classroom is not
interested in the study. The shortage of books to ask the teacher to their difficulties
.How can media be helpful in solving these problems .Students can find a solution to
the problem by using positive images of television ,video movie ,news papers ,stories
etc.Aboliion of prejudice and rescue ignorance from computer ,computerized media
like internet ,multimedia,development of new ideas is possible to solve problems like
freedom from superstition etc.

Sample:-In this research the role and influence of the media has been studied in the
selection of 20 tribal students of five secondary schools.
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Objectives:-

1.Review the issues raised by the media to increase the academic level.
2.To study the role of media in the uplifment of tribal students.
3.Analyse the news published by the media in the context.

Hypotheses:-This research has been studied based on null hypotheses.
Result and conclusion:-

Media is through important communication in news papers and doordarshan TVs,
whose influence is the educational development of tribal cast student’s
communication issues their problems. The support of media dissolve superstition and
ignorance in improper scheduled cast students and socity.With the inspiration of the
media increase creative and creative power is generated.From the media state national
government gets help in building new planes for development.

TV channels influence students or society in some from or the other. Presently there
are several programs for the promotion of media under the sarva shiksha abhiyan but
there is a shortage of TV, computer, newspapers and magazines in cities to overcome
that deficiency. For the active contribution of the media, the administration must
firmly implement the plans. The media should meet students and students in school
frequently and in order to solve the problems .Analysis shows that 15 percentage of
students read news papers.

The newspaper can be used for solving various educational problems of tribal students
and for the development and promotion of education. Based on tribal students
analysis, do not know much about internet.80 percentage of the students have told the
TV the effective means of communication. From direct visions in TV the point of the
remaining curriculum plans is easily understood by seeing the development of
educational development. Therefore the importance of this media should be given in
the development of tribal students. According to the analysis, 20 percentage of the
news channel, 25 percentage entertainment channels,20 percentage cartoon channels
gave positive answers by the students. The news channels gives information directly
to tribal students.But in the entertainment channels movie channels and cartoon
channels,interesting stories can also be shown in the film maker channel from the
tribal caste and famous leaders of the general category media and events and moral
values of famous people and co operation can be taken in the upliftment of tribal
students.
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