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Abstract 

The study of mobility is an indispensable part of the study of social 
stratification. Sociologists are concerned with exploring origin, forms, 
and consequences of such stratification and mobility systems. People 
who are unequal in property, power and prestige always differ in their 
life chances, their life styles or cultural patterns and their attitudes, 
ideologies and beliefs. Although education seems to promise a bright 
future, widen horizons and ensure social mobility. According to 
Ambedkar, Education is a weapon of creation of mental and educational 
development; it is weapon of eradication of social slavery and a 
instrument for Dalit Education. Education is not only a layer for their 
social mobility but also opens the doors for their modernization. 

The Marati Naiks are Scheduled Tribes, they are migrated 
communities to Dakshina Kannada They came in groups and reclaimed 
the forest and became Scheduled Tribe. The present paper attempts to 
explain the relevance of Ambedkar thought on education and to analyse 
how marati naik people got mobility on relevance of this education. 
Because of tribal identity Marati naiks got place in list of Scheduled 
Tribe, and this community make use of several constitutional 
provisions and government facilities for   betterment in many fields like 
education, occupation. Researcher has used secondary data. The 
findings revel that the educational mobility is found among marati 
Naiks of Dakshina Kannada district. And the educational mobility of 
the marati community in Dakshina Kannada district in general has 
undergone a great change and there are reasons to believe that it 
occurs due to the implementation of government development 
programs and through constitutional provisions. 
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Introduction: 

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar emphasizes on the need of education. He 
compares education with the milk of tigress and adds that one who will 
drink it; won’t seat calm. Ambedkar in one of his thoughts says, “If you 
want to develop the society then you need to spread up the education. 
Education eradicates the bias of people which results on to minimize 
the exploitation, domination, of those people who try to take the benefit 
of the so called illiterate people. If the people get knowledge through 
education then they can face the problems created by the dominators. 
Education reforms opinions, it tries to remove the walls built among 
the people. The biggest gift that is given by the education is that it 
creates self confidence among us which is considered as the first stage 
of our development. Ambedkar in one of his speeches addresses that, 
“The people don’t sustain in the struggle of life until they get educated. 
Since that they get caught in the clutches of social problems such as 
insult, suppression and desecration. So it is the duty of the existing 
government to accelerate by providing education. In the days of 
Ambedkar the educational condition of untouchables was very critical. 
He was of the opining that, “The untouchables were deliberately being 
kept away by Brahmans and other castes. It was just because they drive 
the education system.  

Ambedkar wanted the people to cultivate the values of freedom and 
equality among themselves; it is possible only through education. The 
basic theme of his philosophy of education is: inculcating the values of 
liberty, equality, fraternity, justice and moral character among the boys 
and girls of all shades. By the way of his educational philosophy, we will 
view that by experiencing full freedom of education without the 
barriers of any caste, creed and race; it is the best way for the 
enlightenment of human beings from ignorance. 

Ambedkar incorporated several Articles in the Indian Constitution for 
the uplifment of the Dalits, which included the provision of equal status 
to Dalits with other segments of society, abolishment of untouchability 
and discrimination against them, provisions of fundamental rights to 
all, equal protection of laws, voting rights and reservation in education, 
jobs, promotion and political fields to them. Besides these several 
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programmes in the form of grants, scholarships, loans, stipend etc, are 
being provided to Dalits by the States. This is all due to the provisions 
of Constitution drafted by Dr. Ambedkar. 

Educational Mobility: 

In the modern society education is an elevator of social progress. 
Education determines the occupation one will achieve and improves the 
occupation and in turns leads to improved income. Social mobility is 
promoted through development, propagation and spread of education. 
The people who receive more and more education achieve higher and 
higher social status.  Educational mobility refers to the mobility or any 
transition of an individual or social object or value from one social 
position to another by the educational achievement. Educated person is 
able to get better occupation .Hence there is a relationship between 
social mobility, occupation and educational mobility. 

Marati Naiks 

The true marati caste is said to have come from Goa to Dakshina 
Kannada, with marati as mother tongue. They are concentrated in 
some parts of the Karnataka state. This community was evidently 
tribalised, and has been notified as Scheduled Tribes with two different 
places. They speak marati among themselves and in Tulu and Kannada 
with others. The Kannada script is used by them. Rice is their staple 
food and urad are the pulses eaten .They rarely eats non-vegetarian 
food Coconut oil the cooking medium. The men drink alcoholic 
beverages occasionally, which they purchase from the market. 

There are references for their migration in about 14th century to Udupi, 
Dakshina Kannada, Kasaragodu and Kodagu. They came in groups and 
reclaimed the forest land and started Kumri cultivation. They got 
patronage of palegars (local chiefs) and also worked in the lands of local 
rich farmers. However they could not establish relationships with those 
who migrated and settled in Kumta,Sirsi,Yallapura, Ankola and 
Siddapura taluks of Uttara Kannada district, However, they are not 
recognised as Scheduled Tribes.  The Maratis are recognised as S.T’s in 
Dakshina Kannada district. The Maratis in Uttara Kannada speak 
Kannada and known as Kumri Marat’s, though they believe that their 
ancestors were in the army of Shivaji .Presently they live by agriculture 
and carpentry along with their tribal occupation of basket weaving and 
folk medicine. According to some sources that they had come through 
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Bijapur -Sirsi- Shimoga districts to Dakshina Kannada .There are 
visible differences between the Maratis of Udupi and those of Dakshina 
Kannada. The Udupi people are more sanskritised and began to follow 
caste Hinduism, where as the Dakshina Kannada and that of Kerala 
retain their earlier custom and rituals without much of a change. As 
part of the settlement scheme in 1964 some of them availed the 
provision and acquired three acres of land. In some places marati Naiks 
became experts in arrack nut plantation and also coffee workers.  

Marati Naiks are dispersed throughout the state, but relatively large 
number of Marati Naiks found in Dakshina Kannada. Marati 
Population in Dakshina Kannada is 82,447. In this 40,954 are males 
and 41,493 are females, and the sex ratio is 1013, but child sex ratio is 
958. According to 2013 statistical profile of scheduled tribes total 
literacy rate among Marati Naiks is 80.9% in that male literacy is 87.0% 
and female is 74.9. 

Ambedkar’s Vision on Dalit Education 

Ambedkar was very much influenced by Dewey’s ideas on scientific 
method experimental approach, democracy and pragmatism in the field 
of education. He insisted that to his Dalit people, ‘Educate to organize 
and to Struggle’ for their own betterment using whatever educational 
facilities. Education is not only a layer for their social mobility but also 
opens the doors for their modernization. Ambedkar has been described 
as a philosopher, a patriot, scholar or a writer, the constitution maker, 
a social revolutionary, a humanistic thinker, or the socialist and he had 
also contributed a great deal to the cause of education. 

 He mainly emphasized that the education as a vital force for individual 
development and social change. Ambedkar envisaged that, education 
was an instrument for the change of the lives of untouchables. He 
declared that the elevation of the depressed classes was recognized to 
be the cause of all the enlightened people in the country. He thought 
that education would enlighten his people and bridge the gap between 
the rich and the poor to which the untouchables belong. Education 
plays an important role. It is an effective instrument of mass movement 
to safeguard life and liberty. Education could encourage the oppressed 
ones to fight and remove injustice and exploitation and pave ways for 
the free thinking. 
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He recognized that, lack of education was the main cause for the 
backwardness of poor people. Educate, agitate and organize are three 
final words of Ambedkar. According to Ambedkar one must get 
educated before he is conducting agitated thoughts for the movement, 
so that people can organize with his support. A singular role that 
Ambedkar 

Played in the uplifment of the untouchables in the early 20th century 
and the importance that he gave to modern education for their 
betterment deserves special emphasis. In conferences, lectures and also 
in meetings, Ambedkar encouraged untouchable youth to acquire 
education in order to raise their social status and image. His 
educational contribution starts on a wider scale of educating classes as 
well as masses starts with this work. For Ambedkar, education was the 
main key to open the doors of light, vision and wisdom. He himself said, 
“Education is something which ought to be brought within the reach of 
every one. The object of primary education is to see that every child 
that enters the portals of a primary school does leave it only at a stage 
when it becomes literate continuous to be literate throughout the rest 
of his life.” Ambedkar’s ideas for the untouchables was to raise their 
educational standards so that they may know their own condition, have 
aspirations and rise to the level of highest Hindu and be in the position 
to use political power as a means. This is better reflected in Ambedkar‘s 
famous slogan of Educate, Agitate and Organize. 

Educate 

Education has an immense impact on the human society. One can 
safely assume that a person is not in the proper sense until he is 
educated. It trains the human mind to think and take the right 
decision. In other words, man becomes a rational animal when he is 
educated. By the way of education only the knowledge and information 
received and spread throughout the world. An uneducated person 
cannot read, write and he is very close to all knowledge and wisdom like 
a window. In contrast, an educated man lives in a room with all its 
windows open towards outside world. Simply getting education does not 
mean to acquire the knowledge and getting academic designation. 
Education must get through by the way of free mind and free thinking. 

 

 



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF MULTIDISCIPLINARY EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH 

ISSN : 2277-7881; IMPACT FACTOR – 5.818; IC VALUE:5.16; ISI VALUE:2.286 
VOLUME 7, ISSUE 8(2), AUGUST 2018   

 
Agitate 

The word ‘agitate’ does not mean that, to agitate physically; it is a 
mental revolution in its place. It does not mean to go out and start 
protesting violently on the streets, without getting educated. After 
getting educated, by understanding Babasaheb’s thoughts and strategy 
the individual can start agitating mentally. Agitated mind, as Dr. 
Ambedkar presumed, would force educated people to form 
organizations and they would act to fix the problems. Many people, 
quite often, who profess Dr. Ambedkar, limit his slogan to these three 
points. The actual message of Dr. Ambedkar lies in “have faith in your 
strength.” 

Organize 

Educated and agitated minds will easily organize for a common 
mission. We must get ourselves educated and our thoughts agitate so 
that we can collectively organize. Agitated minds for a common mission 
will help them to unite and struggle for their common goal as one force. 
Only education can bring this change. Ambedkar had also given lot of 
emphasis on getting education. He had given prime importance to 
education. He further added that, “The backward classes have come to 
realize that after all education is the greatest material benefit for which 
they can fight. We may forego material benefits of civilization but we 
cannot forego our rights and opportunities to reap the benefits of the 
highest education fully. That is the importance of education. 

From this point of view he advised the backward classes to realize that 
without education their existence is not safe.” In Ambedkar’s idea on 
educate, agitate and organize. Ambedkar’s idea of giving education and 
equal opportunity to the people aims at removing the barriers in Indian 
Hindu religious caste system and development of backward caste as 
well as all marginalized communities. According to the social work, 
educate agitate and organize means create power in people to 
experience basic rights in the society, to achieve success in the life and 
also struggle for social justice. In the social work field Ambedkar’s idea 
about educate agitate and organize is very much relevant in the current 
context because in the Indian society, people are illiterate and they are 
not aware about education as well as their basic rights of the life, still 
people are facing caste discrimination in society and lack of support and 
motivation. Educate, Agitate and organize must be maintained to see 
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the effective results of the movement for the upliftment of Dalit people. 
For the upliftment of the depressed classes he developed a programme 
of education as a part of the general manifesto of Indian Labor Party 
before the general elections of 1937. To stamp out the illiteracy, he 
emphasized the necessity of full and compulsory and liberal education. 
He emphasized that many pupils from depressed classes did not have 
money. To overcome the financial problem which is acting against their 
studies, he stressed the necessity of scholarships in educational 
institutions. 

Table 1: Literacy Rate of Scheduled Tribes in India from 1961-2001. 

Year Male Female Total 

1961 13.83% 3.16% 8.53% 

1971 17.63% 4.85 11.30% 

1981 24.52 08.04 16.35% 

1991 40.65% 18.19% 29.60% 

2001 59.17% 34.76% 47.10% 

  *Source: statistical profile of Scheduled tribes in India. 

This table shows us literacy rate of scheduled tribe by census wise,  in 
the year 1961 female literacy rate is very low, but in that period literacy 
rate of male scheduled tribes is 10 percent higher than the female 
literacy rate. Here year by year literacy rate of scheduled tribes getting 
developed. 

Table 1:Literacy rate of marati Naiks. 

   

 

 

Source*: 2013 
statistical profile of Scheduled Tribe in India. 

In this table researcher found that literacy rate of marati Naiks in 2001 
is 73.9%, but it is increased in 2011 census to 80.9%, in this researcher 
analysed that marati naik people getting forward in the field of 
education, if we compare the education level of  other scheduled tribe  

Year Total 

2001 73.9% 

2011 80.9% 
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communities of Dakshina Kannada Marati Naiks obtained Educational 
mobility. 

Table 2:Literacy rate of Dakshina Kannada. 

 

 

 

This table shows the 
overall literacy rate of the people of Dakshina Kannada. During 2001 
census period overall literacy of D.K was 83.35%. But it increased 5.22 
% in next census period. If we compare marati literacy rate to this data 
here literacy rate not developed more.  

 

Table 3: Literacy rate of S.T. communities in Dakshina Kannada in 
2013 

S.T communities Male Female Total 

Marati Naiks 87.0 74.9 80.9% 

Koraga 77.9 67.8 72.7 

Malekudiya 83.8 72.1 77.9 

 

This table shows the different scheduled tribe community literacy rate 
by gender wise. Here marati naik communities achieved higher literacy 
rate that is 80.9%, next Malekudiyas literacy rate 77.9%, Koragas 
literacy rate was 72.7%. In this, gap between marati naik male and 
female literacy rate is 12.1%, koragas   literacy gap between male and 
female is 10.1%, and Malekudiyas literacy gap between male and female 
is 11.7%. Comparatively literacy rate is higher than the other two 
tribal’s of Dakshina Kannada. 

Major Findings: 

1. Dr.B.R. Ambedkar played a major role in the educational progress of 
Marginalised communities of Dakshina Kannada district. 

2. Marati naik community achieved higher educational status than the 
other scheduled tribes of Dakshina Kannada district. 

Year Literacy rate 

2001 83.35% 

2011 88.57% 
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3. Inspite of educational mobility achieved by Marati Naik community 
of Dakshina Kannada district, there is a literacy gap between Male and 
female. 

4. Because of the implementation of constitutional provisions in 
educational field to the Scheduled Tribes, Marati Naiks achieved 
educational mobility. 

5. Because of Modern type of education Marati Naik community 
loosening their community Language. 

 

6. Comparativly Marati Naiks of Dakshina Kannada retained their 
tribal identity and backward in education if we compare to the people of 
other regions. 

Conclusion: 

Ambedkar opined that education as a means to reach the doors of light 
and perception to remove the regions of darkness and ignorance. 
Ambedkar emphasized on secular education for social emancipation, 
and also introduced reservation. In marati naik community in general 
the majority of the beneficiaries of the reservation are the top layer 
members of the community and the people of bottom are not aware 
about these reservation benefits. Some persons are used government 
fee concession for their educational achievement. Even though they had 
awareness that educational   achievement is the main tool for getting 
higher status in the society. But lesser number of Marati Naiks are in 
higher level government jobs. It shows that educational mobility is not 
favour of occupational mobility for Marati Naiks of Dakshina Kannada. 
If we compare to other tribal people living in this area Marati Naik 
tribes have achieved higher educational and occupational mobility. The 
educational attainment level of youths is not adequate to face 
challenges in the job market. It hinders upward movement in the 
occupational ladder .since a substantial percentage of youths have 
obtained higher degree qualifications, opportunities for developing 
diversified skills in the field of technical and vocational education to 
suit the needs of present job market should be introduced. govt must 
join these creamy layer marati Naiks to professional education to get 
economic strength.  
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