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POLITICAL PARTICIPATION OF SCHEDULED TRIBES IN 

MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS OF SRIKAKULAM DISTRICT 
2005/2007-2014: A STUDY 

Dr. S.Dharma Rao 
Reader in Political Science 

 Government Degree College 
 Tekkali, Srikakulam District 

INTRODUCTION 

The Constitution of India, Article 366 (25) defines Scheduled Tribes as 
"such tribes or tribal communities or part of or groups within such 
tribes or tribal communities as are deemed under Article 342 to the 
Scheduled Tribes (STs) for the purposes of this Constitution". In Article 
342, the procedure to be followed for specification of a scheduled tribe is 
prescribed. However, it does not contain the criterion for the 
specification of any community as scheduled tribe. An often used 
criterion is based on attributes such as: 

 Geographical isolation – they live in clustered, exclusive, remote 
and inhospitable areas such as hills and forests. 

 Backwardness – their livelihood is based on primitive agriculture, a 
low-value closed economy with a low level of technology that leads 
to their poverty. They have low levels of literacy and health. 

 Distinctive culture, language and religion – communities have 
developed their own distinctive culture, language and religion. 

 Shyness of contact – they have a marginal degree of contact with 
other cultures and people (Labour Burau, 2008).  

There are approximately two hundred million tribal people in the 
entire globe, which means, about 4% of the global population.  They are 
found in many regions of the world and majority of them are the 
poorest amongst poor. According to 2001 Census, in India Scheduled 
Tribes constitute 8.2 per cent (8.43 crore) of the population and Andhra 
Pradesh contributes 6.6 per cent (5,024,104). The distribution of ST 
populations varies widely across India’s states and territories. 
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There are around 700 different tribes living across India, 

predominantly in remote areas: forests, hills, and rough terrain in 
plateau areas. There is great heterogeneity across different tribal 
groups, including a sub-category of particularly vulnerable Scheduled 
Tribes is known as “primitive” tribes (Indian Ministry of Tribal Affairs, 

2004). 

Scheduled Tribes in urban areas of Andhra Pradesh State are 
usually acculturated and assimilated tribes, artisans groups 
(occupational) and families of service people who normally belong to 
low income groups and their number being low. 

Participation in Municipal Elections 

Political interest, efficacy, and sense of civic obligation play major role 
in political participation. The more interested an individual is in 
politics, the more likely he/she is to participate (Bowman Boynton).  

     Municipal government existed and flourished in India from ancient 
times. While Greeks organized democracy centuries before in their city-
states, Indians also had democratic institutions in their cities, towns 
and villages. Kautilya's Arthasastra, describes the structure and 
functions of city government of the Mouryan period (Apparao,1974:1-
3).. 

     In Lord Ripon's resolution (1882) fuller scope for local self-

government was introduced. This resolution was regarded as the 
Magna Carta of Local Government in India. The system of election for 
the municipal bodies was introduced with a limited franchise (Singh, 
1997:14-15).  The modern structure of local Self Governments in India 
was a British creation. The Corporation of Madras was the earliest to 
be created by the British. The Corporation which came into existence 
on the 29th September 1688 (Apparao,1974:1-3). 
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     Elections in India provide an occasion for the widest degree of 
popular participation. Elections have become a 'part and parcel of the 
Indian political life (Sirsikar,1967:182). 

Local government touches the life and well-being of the people at 
innumerable points than state or central government. There are two 

reasons for this. In the first place, it is concerned with providing daily 
needs of citizens. Secondly, local government in the discharge of its 
regulatory functions, such as licencing, has to take action against the 
people of the locality for acts of commission and omission. In fact, for 
building stable democracy the process should begin from the bottom 
and travel upwards. Local government does many more things for the 
citizens than the state or central government, and constitutes the 
edifice on which the democratic structure is built (Nigam, S.R:1978:2-
3). 

After adoption of the Constitution, India became a welfare state and 
hence, it became the responsibility of the state to perform civic 
functions and to promote social and economic development through 
local self -governments. As a result, the local self-governments 
attained remarkable status and importance (Dharma Rao, 2016). 

     The Government of Andhra Pradesh has determined to make 
these groups stakeholders in the governance by providing reservations 
in municipal elections. Reservation for the office of councilors (ward 
members) was in existence since decades in the state. The offices of 
councilors were reserved for persons belonging to Scheduled Castes 
(SCs), Scheduled Tribes (STs) and women. The number of offices 
reserved did not exceed one-fourth of total seats in the council, the 
minimum number for women being two. The allotment of reserved 
categories to different wards was being made having regard to their 
number. 
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During the municipal elections held in 1981, reservations were also 

provided to the office of chairmen. Five per cent of the offices were 
reserved for STs. The allotment of reserved categories to various 
municipalities was with reference to the largest percentage of 
population of that category to the total population of the municipality 

in descending order. There exists a procedure that chairmen were being 
elected by the councilors from among themselves. 

During municipal elections held in 1987 the Government of Andhra 
Pradesh enhanced the percentage of reservation to six per cent for 
Scheduled Tribes to the offices of councilors as well as chairmen.  

Seventy-Fourth Constitution Amendment 

The Constitution was amended by 74th Amendment Act, 1992 which 
came into effect from June 1, 1993. In compliance with the 
Constitutional mandate, the Municipal Act was amended in 1994. 
Reservation of seats in municipalities was made uniform in all the 
states. 

     There are three types of urban local bodies such as; Nagar 
Panchayats, Municipal Councils, and Municipal Corporations which 
came into existence after the 74th  Constitution Amendment  Act, 
1993. 

     A Nagar Panchayat is constituted for a transitional area. Such an 

area is basically rural in character, which over a period of time would 
develop urban characteristics. Such an urban local body would have to 
perform both rural and urban functions (Maheswari, 1999: 214-215). 

     Municipal Councils are constituted in smaller urban areas while for 
larger urban areas Municipal Corporations are constituted. 
Demographic and other conditions which are determining factors for 
constituting a particular type of Municipality differ a great deal from 
one State to another (Maheswari, 1999: 224-225). 
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Reservation of seats (243T) 

(1) Seats shall be reserved for the Scheduled Castes and the 
Scheduled Tribes in every municipality and the number of seats 
so reserved shall bear, as nearly as may be, the same proportion 
to the total number of seats to be filled by direct election in that 
Municipality as the population of that area or of the Scheduled 
Castes or of the Scheduled Tribes in the Municipal area bears to 

the total population of that area and such seats may be allotted 
by rotation to different constituencies in a Municipality. 

(2) Not less than one-third of the total number of seats reserved 
under clause (1) shall be reserved for women belonging to the 
Scheduled Tribes. 

(3) Not less than one-third (including the number of seats reserved 
for women belonging to the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled 
Tribes) of the total number of seats to be filled by direct election 
in every Municipality shall be reserved for women and such 
seats may be allotted by rotation to different constituencies in a 
Municipality. 

(4) The office of Chairpersons in the Municipalities shall be 
reserved for the Scheduled Castes, the Scheduled Tribes and 
women in such manner as the Legislature of a State may, by 

law, provide. 

(5) The reservation of seats under clauses (1) and (2) and the 
reservation of office of Chairpersons (other than the reservation 
for women) under clause (4) shall cease to have effect on the 
expiration of the period specified in Article 334. 

(6) Nothing in this Part shall prevent the Legislature of a State 
from making any provision for reservation of seats in any 
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Municipality or office of Chairpersons in the Municipalities in 
favour of backward class citizens. 

Profile of Srikakulam District 

Srikakulam city is the headquarters of the district located at the 
Northern most boarder of the Sate of Andhra Pradesh. The Srikakulam 
city is situated between the Northern latitude of 18* 20' and 19* 10' and 
83* 25' and 84* 50' of Eastern Longitude (Ramesan, 1979:1).  The 

Srikakulam city is located at a distance of 495 Kilometers from the 
State capital (Amaravathi). According to 2011 Census, the total 
population of the city is 1,44,438. The total population of Srikakulam 
district  in 2011 was 27,03,114. The Urban population of the district is 
4,36,703 which comes to be 16.15% of the total population of the 
district (Chief Planning Officer, 2014). Srikakulam town was 
constituted into a municipality in 1867 under the Madras Towns 
Improvement Act, 1865. 

     Srikakulam municipal council is elevated to the status of municipal 
corporation on 10.12.2015. Elections to the Srikakulam municipal 
corporation are yet to take place. There are three other municipalities 
formed in the district viz., Amadalavalasa (1987), Ichapuram (1986), 
Palasa-Kasibugga (2000) municipalities, and Rajam (2005) and 
Palakonda (2013) Nagar Panchayats. Elections to the Rajam Nagar 

Panchayat are yet to take place.  

Research Problem 

The enactment of 74th Constitution Amendment in India, Scheduled 
Tribes are expected to take part in elections of urban local self-
governments so as to gain access to decision-making, planning and 
policymaking to improve their socio-economic conditions. The 
researcher in this article focuses light on the extent of participation of 
Scheduled Tribes in 2014 municipal elections of Srikakulam District in 
comparison with  that of 2005/2007 Municipal Elections. 
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Specific Objective 

The specific objective of the present study is to study the extent of 
political participation of Scheduled Tribes in the municipal elections in 
the study area and their strength in the respective elected municipal 
councils of Srikakulam district for 2005/2007 and 2014 Municipal 
Elections. 

Methodology: 

The study is of descriptive nature. The researcher took secondary data 
from the offices of Municipalities concerned  and the District 

headquarters to study the participation of Scheduled Tribes. The data 
obtained were tabulated manually, analyzed and interpreted in 
percentages. Further, a comparison of the elections of the three 
municipalities (Amadalavalasa, Ichapuram and Palasa-Kasibugga) and 
one Nagar Panchayat (Palakonda) was also made for two consecutive 
municipal election during 2005/2007 and 2014. 

Scope and Limitations of the study: 

The study is confined to participation and representation of Scheduled 
Tribes in elections for three municipalities (Amadalavalasa, Ichapuram 
and Palasa-Kasibugga) and Palakonda Nagar Panchayat in Srikakulam 
District for 2014 in comparison with that of 2005/2007. Elections are 
yet to be conducted for Srikakulam Municipal Corporation (2015) and 
Rajam Nagar Panchayat (2005) and hence the researcher could not 
cover elections of two Urban Local Governments.  

RESULTS 

Since the study is aimed to compare the participation of Scheduled 
Tribes in the two consecutive Municipal Elections i.e., 2005/2007 and 
2014, by their contest against the wards reserved for them and also 

from other wards open to all (OCs) and their representation in the 
respective elected councils is taken up for analyses. 
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     It is revealed from the study that the participation of Scheduled 
Tribes in contesting for the wards can be seen in absolute numbers in 
three municipalities as their number being equal (3) in contesting 
wards in the order: Palasa-Kasibugga (3.9 per cent), Ichapuram (3.8 per 
cent) and Amadalavalasa (3.7 per cent); and palakonda Nagar 

Panchayat (1.2 per cent) in 2014 Municipal Elections.  

     The winning percentage and representation in the elected council is 
co-terminus with that of the reservation provided for that group in the 
respective municipalities for 2014 Municipal Elections. 

     In 2005/2007 Municipal Elections, the percentage of  participation of 
Scheduled Tribes is higher (4.3 per cent) in Srikakulam  municipality 
followed by 4 per cent in Ichapuram, 3.7 per cent in Amadalavalasa 2.7 
per cent in Palasa-Kasibugga municipalities. 

     The representation of Scheduled Tribes in the elected council of 
Srikakulam municipality is higher (5.6 per cent) against 2.8 per cent 
reserved wards for 2005/2007 Municipal Elections followed by 4.3 per 
cent each in Amadalavalasa and Ichapuram municipalities against 
equal percentage reservation in each municipality and 4 per cent 
against equal percentage of reservation in Palasa-Kasibugga 

municipality  

     It is obsevered from the study that the participation of Scheduled 
Tribes by contest can be perceived numerically in 2014 Municipal 
Elections. There is higher percentage of Scheduled Tribes participation 
in Srikakulam municipality in 2005 Municipal Elections. 

DISCUSSION 

Usually, there is a small percentage of Scheduled Tribe population 
reside in urban localities of Srikakulam district with poor economic 
background and are shy of other local people. With the adoption of the 
Constitution 74th Amendment, these populations are motivated to 
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contest in municipal elections and share governance in urban local self-
governments. It is observed in the present study that their 
participation by contesting for wards is modest in 2014 Municipal 
Elections but in 2005 Municipal Elections their percentage of 
participation is higher in Srikakulam municipality. Scheduled Tribes 

representation in the elected council of in Srikakulam municipality is 
higher than the wards reserved in 2005 Municipal Elections. Another 
study by the author reveals that their participation through contest 
and their representation in the elected council is higher in Srikakulam 
municipality in Municipal Elections 2000 (Dharma Rao: 2016). 
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APPENDIX 

Table: Political Participation of Scheduled Tribes in Municipal Elections of Srikakulam District 
2005/2007-2014 

 2005 2007 2014 
Scheduled Tribes Srikaku

lam 
Amadala

valasa 
Ichap
uram 

Palasa 
Kasibug
ga 

Amad
alava
lasa 

Icha
pura
m 

Palasa 
Kasibugga 

Palakonda 

Total No. Wards in the 
Municipality 

36 23 23 25 23 23 25 20 

Seats Reserved for Scheduled 
Tribes 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Percentage of Seats Reserved 
for Scheduled Tribes  

2.8 4.3 4.3 4.0 4.3 4.3 4.0 5.0 

Total No. of Contestants in the 
Municipality 

116 54 76 74 81 78 76 83 

No. of Scheduled Tribes 
Contestants 

5 2 3 2 3 3 3 1 

Percentage of Scheduled 
Tribes Contestants 

4.3 3.7 4.0 2.7 3.7 3.8 3.9 1.2 

No. of Seats won by Scheduled 
Tribes  

2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Percentage of Scheduled 
Tribes in the Elected Council  

5.6 4.3 4.3 4.0 4.3 4.3 4.0 5.0 
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NUTRITION AND WOMEN'S HEALTH 

K.Mahadevamma 
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Sri Padmavathi Women's Degree and PG College 

 Tirupathi  
Abstract 

Women's nutritional conditions differ widely among and within 
countries. Such conditions are worst in the less-developed regions and 
countries of the world, where poverty, social disparities, discrimination, 
and different kinds of malnutrition affect large populations. The 
nutritional and health status of women may be severely impaired in 
societies where the political and cultural context allows extreme 
conditions of subordination Women of all ages in developing countries 
face elevated risks of nutritional deficiencies. Therefore much more 
attention should be paid to the nutritional needs of girls, adolescents and 
young women, in order to strengthen their overall health, protect them 
from the cumulative effects of poor nutrition, and prevent problems later 
in life. The aim of this study was to know the knowledge of nutrition 
among women in a slum area and to find the effectiveness of the social 
work intervention among the women through creating awareness on 
nutrition. For this a group of 10 women were selected and conducted the 
study in three phases. In phase one a self anchored tool was applied to 
collect the data regarding the knowledge of nutrition. In phase two 
based on the collected data gaps identified, planned intervention 
package and implemented. In phase three again the same tool was applied 
to collect the post intervention scores. After that compared the pre and 
post test scores to find the efficacy of social work intervention. 

INTRODUCTION: 

 To live one must eat. But, not what we eat also affects our ability 
keep healthy, do work to be happy and to live well. Knowledge of what 
to eat and in what quantities is prerequisites of the healthy and happy 
life.  

Food is anything solid or liquid that has a chemical composition 
which enables it, when swallowed to do one or more of the following 

1. Provide the body with the material from which it can produce 
heat, or any farm of energy. 
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2. Provide material to allow growth, maintenance, repair or 

reproduces on to proceed. 

3. Supply substances which normally regulate the production of 
energy, (or) the process of growth, repair or reproduction. 

The special nutritional needs of women: 

When it comes to issues involving nutrition, women clearly have 
unique needs when compared to the nutritional requirements for men. 
Women’s bodies are obviously very different from men’s bodies and 
therefore have their own uniquely defined nutritional requirements. 
Infact, many food experts are beginning to argue that the food 
guidelines currently offered need to be undefined. So that they clearly 
convey the unique nutritional needs for both men and women. 

Becoming a woman - impact of nutrition: 

The very nature of a woman is strength and<compassion and 
the essence of her being is to nature. A woman takes a long journey in 
her entire life fulfilling myriad role in the society. Little does she realize 
that the vision she holds so dear can only be brought to reality if she 
has ushered her own body well with good thoughts, life style and above 
all good nutrition. 

Nutrition for adolescent girl: 

The biological process of puberty is characterized with rapid 
growth in height and weight, changes in body composition and tissues 
and acquisition of primary and secondary sex characters. The average 
duration of puberty in girls is 4 years with a range of 1.5 to 8 years 
nutrition needs parallel the rate of growth with the maximum nutrition 
need parallel the rate of growth with the maximum nutrition demands 
occurring during the peak velocity of the growth. Sex hormones 
estrogen and progesterone contribute to changes in body composition 
which cause fat deposits. Research has shown that pubertal girls 
experience 44% increase in lean body mass and 120% increase in body 
fat. 

Nutrition for the young woman: 

Young woman undergo dramatic changes while moving from 
adolescence into their early twenties. These includes physical, social, 
cognitive and emotional development. At a time when nutrient 
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requirement peak, the lifestyles of young woman may compromise their 
food intake placing them at risk for many nutritional imbalances. 

Nutrition for the pregnant and lactating woman: 

When a young woman is getting ready for bearing a child and 
nurhering it, she needs to prepare her body well in order to provide 
adequate support to another being growing with in her. In this phase of 
her life she needs to pay attentions to maintain a healthy weight and 
try to et a well refinanced diet. 

Nutrition for the Elderly Woman: 

Nutritional status has on enormous effect on health throughout 
life, and has no less impact in the elderly. With increasing age, body 
requires less energy because of a decline in physical activity, a loss of 
lean body mass and a full in the metabolic rate. Raising the activity 
level will increase the need for energy arid help avoid giving weight. 
Weight gain often occurs in menopausal women / possibly due to 
declining estrogen.  

Women's resources and contributions to family resources: 

For poor women as well as poor men income and many material 
resources and inadequate food, water, clothing, housing and services 
such as medical care, education and welfare programmes are not 
sufficient to guarantee an adequate quality of life. A woman's economic, 
biological and social roles cause conflicts when resources are 
inadequate. If food is inadequate, she most allocate it among family 
members. As a wife she is supposed to give her husband preference 
above herself and her children, but as a mother she should food her 
more vulnerable children or feed herself to nourish her child in vtero or 
at the breast. 

Women's roles in food processing and preparation: 

In all post harvest activities related to food, woman play a major 
role. These include marketing processing, food purchasing, and food 
preparation in the home.  

Reproduction: 

Despite their own under-nutrition women bear many children 
and nourish them during pregnancy and lactation. Woman and girls six 
to eighteen years old are responsible for nearly all the child care in 
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developing countries and women spend a large proportion of their 
reproductive years under nutritional stress. 

Women's Nutritional Status: 

Women are often exhausted by the combination of reproductive 
demands, heavy work loads and inadequate diets. Maternal depletion 
over the cause of numerous or closely spaced pregnancies is an often 
hypothesized but little measured phenomenon of particular importance 
is the prevalence of iron deficiency anemia which reduces work 
capacity, increases fatigue and elevates risks of haemorrhage and death 
in child birth. A majority of the world's women are anaemic, largely 
because of iron deficiency resulting from inadequate dietary iron and 
excessive iron losses due to parasites and closely spaced births. An 
undernourished women is at increased risk of giving birth to a low 
birth weight baby who faces greater mortality risks. 

Since most the energy consumption of households in human 
energy, a woman's income falls if she cuts check on her energy 
expenditure for work. If she exerts less effort in home production and 
management the nutrition and health of herself and her family are pat 
in jeopardy. If she is too timed to attend a community meeting or 
religions ceremony, she my lose access to some institutional sources of 
support. 

Role conflicts at various stages in the lifecycle of women that 
effect nutrition, growth and development so healthful diets help 
children grow, develop and perform well in school. Good food choices 
also can help to prevent chronic diseases. People require energy and 
certain essential nutrients. These nutrients are essential because the 
body cannot make these nutrients on its own and must obtain them 
from food. 

Social aspects of nutrition: 

Food means not only proteins, fats, minerals, vitamins and 
other nutrition. But much more, it is part of security and civilization. 
Nations and utilizations are linked together not only by ideas, but also 
by bread. Hunger and malnutrition are problems everywhere and have 
harassed mankind are threatened peace throughout history. It is no 
wonder that the growing incidence of hunger and malnutrition should 
have come to the forefront of international concern. 
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So the researcher conducted her work with women in relation to 

the nutritional aspects, because women play an important place in the 
upbringing of the societies. 

Objectives of the Study 

 To administer the pre-assessment tool to find out the back 
ground information and areas of social work concern on 
nutrition to women. 

 To implement the intervention strategy through group work 
method.  

 To conduct post assessment intervention to the group. 

 To evaluate the efficiency of the social work intervention.. 

Research Design:  

One of the objectives of this study was to assess the effect of 
social work intervention with women, as such for this study on group 
pre-test-post test research design was adopted. This is one of the 
pre-experimental research designs. This research design is undertaken 
to assess the effectiveness of social work interventions with group 
members. 

Tools of Data Collection: 

The main tool used for the study to measure is the interview 
schedule for the purpose of this study the pre-intervention tool was 
prepared with ranking and score which were compiled in English and 
Telugu. The questions were related to the intervention tool was applied 
and the information was collected from the respondents through the 
interview method in local language Telugu. After collecting the 
information, the researcher identified the areas for intervention and 
planned in five sessions. These sessions were for a period of three 
months. After completion of these sessions again the researcher applied 
the same intervention tool to the same group members and collected 
the information. After and calculated the information. After that T-test 
was applied and calculated the efficiencies of the intervention before 
(Pre) and after (Post) intervention. 

Analysis: 

www.ijmer.in 16



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF MULTIDISCIPLINARY EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH 

ISSN : 2277-7881; IMPACT FACTOR – 4.527; IC VALUE:5.16; ISI VALUE:2.286 
VOLUME 6, ISSUE 5(4), MAY  2017   

 
Following the data all the items of the tool were coded and the 

data was computed and entered on to a master chart using SPSS 
package. The pre and post intervention scores obtained on the scale 
were compared using t-test. These have been presented in the form of 
tables along with the statistics that has been applied and the values 
obtained, followed by the description for each for the tables. The broad 
domains on the basis of which tables are presented are. i 

1. Socio demographic characteristics 

2. Table showing the difference between pre and post intervention 
scores after conducting the health education on nutrition. 

At first, the researcher constructed a base line schedule to know 
the existing knowledge in the respondents related to nutrition . By 
applying this schedule researcher identified the gaps and based on this 
conducted five sessions on some aspects related to nutrition and 
women's health on groups over a period of three months. , 

Table No.1 

AGE OF RESPONDENTS 

Age in Years 

 

No of respondents 

 

25-30 3(30%) 

30-35 4(40%) 

35-40 3(30%) 

Total 10(100%) 

The age wise distribution of the respondents as seen in the table 
majority(40%) of them are belongs to the age group of 30to 35 yrs of 
age. 
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Table No: 2 

EDUCATION OF THE RESPONDENTS 

SI. No 
 Education Frequency 

 
Per cent 

 
1. 
 Illiterate 

4 
 

40.0 
 

2. 
 

Primary 4 
 

40.0 
 

3. 
 

High School 
2 
 

20.0 
 

 
 Total   10 100.0 

The above table shows that Majority (40%) of the respondents 
were studied up to the illiterate and another 40% studied up to 
primary, followed by 20 per cent of the respondent who studied up to 
high school level. 

Table No.3: 

OCCUPATION OF RESPONDENTS 

SI. 
No 

 
 
 

 
 

 Occupation Frequency Per cent 

  
 
 

 

1. 
 

Domestic Worker 
 

6 
 

60.0 
 

2. 
 

House Wife 
 

3 
 

30.0 
 

3. 
 

Petty Business 
 

1 
 

10.0 
 

 
 

Total 
 

10 
 

100.0 
 

The above table clearly says that Majority(60%) of the 
respondents were working as the domestic workers, followed by 30% of 
the respondents belongs are as house wife and 10 per cent of the 
respondents having small business. 
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Table No.4 

CASTE OF THE RESPONDENTS 

SI. 
No 

 
Caste Frequency Per cent 

1.  OC 4 
40.0 

 

2.  BC 4 40.0 
 

3.  
 

SC 1 
10.0 

 
4.  

 
ST 1 

10.0 
 

 Total 10 100.0 

The above table shows caste details of the respondents. It is 
noticed that the 40 per cent belongs to other castes, another 40 per cent 
belong to the backward castes. 10 per cent belong to schedule castes 
and remaining 10 per cent belong to scheduled tribes. 

Table No.5: 

MARITAL STATUS OF THE RESPONDENTS 

SI.No 
 

Marital status 
Frequency 

 
Per cent 

 

1. Married 9 90.0 

2. Widow 1 10.0 

 Total 10 100.0 

The above table shows the Marital status of the respondents 
Majority(90%) of the respondents are married and remaining 10 per 
cent of the respondents are widows.  
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TableNo.6 

TYPE OF FAMILY OF THE RESPONDENTS 

SI. 
No 

 
Type of family Frequency Per cent 

1. 
 

Joint Family 5         50.0 

2. 
 Nuclear 4 40.0 

3. 
 

Extended 1 10.0 

 
 Total 10 100.0 

 

The above table explains about the type of family the majority 
(50%) of the respondents are residing in the joint family, followed by 40 
per cent of the respondents are from nuclear family. And remaining 10 
per cent are from extended family. 

 

Table No: 7 Pre Post Intervention Scores 

Group Members 
Pre-Interventio

n 
Post-Interventi

on 
1 22 33 
2 20 31 
3 19 30 
4 16 35 
5 28 36 
6 17 29 
7 23 29 
8 17 28 
9 20 28 

10 15 29 
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Self anchored tool was administered to group and 

pre-intervention scores were calculated and analysed. After that social 
work intervention was designed in five sessions and introduced to the 
group for a period of three months. After completion of five sessions to 
see the effectiveness of social work intervention again the same tool 
was applied to the group members to get post intervention scores. 

T-test results: 

Group 

 

Mean 

 

N 

 
Standard 
Deviation T-value P-Value Remarks 

Pre Score 

 
19.7000 10 3.88873 

-9.740 

 

.000 

 

Statisticall
y 

significant 

 
Post Score 

 

30.8000 

 

10 

 

2.89828 

 

From the above table it has been observed that difference 
between pre-intervention and post-intervention scores are statistically 
significant. The researcher applied pre-intervention tool to the group 
members and identified the areas for intervention in five sessions, as 

1. Need and importance 

2. Impact on life stages 

3. Types of Vitamin Deficiencies 

4. Vitamin contents and taking rich food from the available 
sources 

5. Precautions in cooking food 

All the five sessions was planned in a way keeping an outline as 
duration, content and channel of communication which helped the 
researcher to conduct the session in prescribed procedure. The sessions 
has been planned accordingly to the identify areas, so the intervention 
was effective. 
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Abstract 

The purpose of the study was to find out The Effect of Aerobic 
Training Exercises on selected Physical fitness variables of Long 

distances runners. To achieve the purpose of these study forty students 
were selected from Govt. Govt. Degree College Valmikipuram.  The 
selected 40 Female subjects were divided in to two groups, namely 
experimental group and control group. Each group consists of 20 
players and each the subjects were pre tested for their physical fitness 
variables. Aerobic Training Exercises to experimental group and the 
control group was not given any experimental treatment. After the 
experimental period of six weeks, post-tests scores were obtained from 
all the two groups. The difference between initial and final scores on 
Aerobic Training Exercises Physical fitness Variables considered. The 
Effect of Aerobic Training Exercises on selected Endurance and 
Flexibility among long distances runners. The obtained data were 
subjected to statistical treatment using  ‘t’ ratio test. The results of the 
study proved that there was significant improvement in selected 

Physical fitness of long distances runners due to aerobic training   
exercises. 

Introduction  

Physical fitness is a great importance for all human being 
irrespective of age. A given task not be carried out if the required 
physical strength is not available, a boy possess extra ordinary skill in 
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basket ball. But if he is not able to keep himself in the game till the 
expiry of the allotted time he may not find a place in the team. So 
fitness becomes the first and foremost to enjoy life to the maximum. 

Bucher explains “physical fitness is the ability of an individual 
to live a full and balance life. It involves physical, mental, emotional, 
social and spiritual factors and the capacity foe their whole form 
expression” 

The human body was created for movement to walk, run. Jump 

and play with proper fitness. It is almost impossible to go through an 
entire day without being exposed to something that involved physical 
fitness. The national pre occupation with fitness has very segment of 
our society. 

Physical fitness is defined as the state or condition of being 
physically sound and healthy, especially as the result of exercise and 
proper nutrition. It is, thus, a state of general wellbeing, marked by 
physical health as well as mental stability. Physical fitness is not just 
about having a lean body; it is about having cardiovascular and overall 
muscular endurance, as well as a strong immunity system, and most 
importantly, a satisfied and happy state of mind. (Bailey 2009). 

Flexibility is that quality of the muscles, ligaments and tendons 
that enable the joints of the body move easily through a complete range 
movement.   

 Flexibility It is most frequently given as “the range of 

movement about a joint”. (Mathews, 1958) 

Athletics is a collection of sporting events that 
involve jumping, throwing, and walking. The most common types of 
athletics competitions are track and field, road running, cross country 
running, and race walking. The results of racing events are decided by 
finishing position (or time, where measured), while the jumps and 
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throws are won by the athlete that achieves the highest or furthest 
measurement from a series of attempts. The simplicity of the 
competitions, and the lack of a need for expensive equipment, makes 
athletics one of the most commonly competed sports in the world. 
Athletics is mostly an individual sport, with the exception of relay 
races and competitions which combine athletes' performances for a 
team score, such as cross country. 

 HYPOTHESIS: 

It was hypothesized that Effect of aerobic training on cardio 
respiratory endurance and flexibility among long distances runners. 

 SIGNIFICANCE: 

1. The study will improve the aerobic training on cardio respiratory 

endurance and flexibility among long distances runners. 

2. This study may create more interest among coaches, physical education 
long distance runners and sports students for some researches in this 
area. 

3. The result of the research might be more helpful to coaches and long 
distances runners to improve their training methods. 

4. The study may encourage both the trainer and the trainee in coaching 
long distances runners and other games with games with suitable 
exercise. 

 DELIMITATIONS: 

1. This study was conducted only on 40 female long distances runners. 

2. This study was conducted on female players in the age group of 17 to 20 
years from selected from NTR Govt. Degree College Valmikipuram 
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METHODOLOGY 

To facilitate the study, 40 female long distances runners from 
the randomly selected as subjects and their age ranged between 17-20 
years. They were further divided into two groups namely Experimental 
group and control group on random basis. 

  Before the commencement of the training, purpose of the 
study and method of performing 12 minuets run and walk test and sit 
and reach test were explained to the subjects for their cooperation and 
to avoid injuries. 

EXPERIMENTAL DESIGN: 

The selected 40 Female subjects were divided in to two groups, 
namely experimental group and control group. Each group consists of 

20 players and each the subjects were pre tested for their physical 
fitness variables. Aerobic Training Exercises to experimental group and 
the control group was not given any experimental treatment. After the 
experimental period of six weeks, post-tests scores were obtained from 
all the two groups. The difference between initial and final scores on 
Aerobic Training Exercises on Physical fitness Variables considered.  

 

COEFFICIENT OF CORELATION DONE ON THE TEST 
–RESTEST METHOD TO ASCERTAIN THE COMPETENCY OF 

THE TESTER 

 

S.No 

 

Test method & 
variable Tested 

 

Coefficient of 
correlation 

1 Endurance 0.84 

2 Flexibility 0.94 
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CRITERION VARIABLES AND TEST: 

Statistical Procedure:  

The collected data were analysed using‘t’ ratio for dependent group by 
using the following     

DM
DMt



 

ANALYSIS OF DATA AND INTERPRETATION  

The purpose of this study was to find out The Effect of Aerobic 
Training Exercises on selected Physical Fitness Variables among Long 
distances runners. The statistical analysis of data collected from the 
experimental and control groups are presented. On the basis of the 
statistical analysis result are discussed.  

Level of Significance -For testing the significance of the 
differences between pre and post test means of the control and 
experimental group, 0.05  level of significance was fixed.  

The mean difference between the pre and post test of the control 
and experimental groups was tested using‘   t’ ratio to find out 
significance of the difference made by the experimental and control 
groups during the experimental period of six weeks.  

The mean difference between the experimental and control 
group after six weeks of training was tested by   ‘t’ ratio and 
determined the significance of the difference.  

S.NO Depend 
variable 

Test/Instrument Units of 
Measurements 

1 Endurance 12 mints run walk Sec 

2 Flexibility Sit& Reach Sec 
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ANALYSIS OF T-RATIO ON PRE AND POST-TEST FOR 

CONTROL AND EXPERIMENTAL GROUP ON ENDURANCE 

Variables Group  
Mean SD Df ‘t’ 

ratio Pre Post Pre Post  

Endurance  

 

Control 2.01 1.98 0.02 0.02 
19 

1.07 

Experimental 1.95 1.93 0.018 0.01  0.95 

             *Significance at .05 level of confidence. 

The Table shows that the mean values of pre-test and post-test 
of control group on endurance were 2.01 and 1.98 respectively. The 
obtained  ‘t’ ratio was 0.95since the obtained‘ t’ ratio was less than the 
required table value of 2.093 for the significant at 0.05 level with 19 
degrees of freedom, it was found to be statistically insignificant. The 
mean values of pre-test and post-test of experimental groups on 
endurance were 1.95 and 1.93 respectively. The obtained ‘t’ ratio was 
0.95  since the obtained ‘t’ ratio  was greater than the required table 

value of 2.093  for significance at 0.05 level  with  degrees of freedom it 
was found to be statistically significant. The result of the study showed 
that there was a significant difference between control group and 
experimental group in endurance. It may be concluded from the result 
of the study that experimental group improved in endurance due to six 
weeks of aerobic Training Exercises. 
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CYLINDER DIAGRAM SHOWS THE T RATIO BETWEEN 

PRE AND POST TESTS OF CONTROL AND EXPERIMENTAL 
GROUP ON 

ENDURANCE

1.88

1.9

1.92

1.94

1.96

1.98

2

2.02

Controj Expermental

Pre Test

Post Test

ANALYSIS OF T-RATIO ON PRE AND POST-TEST FOR 
CONTROL AND EXPERIMENTAL GROUP ON FLEXIBILITY 

Variable   Group  
Mean SD Df ‘t’ 

ratio Pre Post Pre Post  

Flexibility 
Control 33.4 35.55 1.16 1.17 

19 
5.81 

Experimental 35.85 38 1.23 1.34  5.36 

     *Significance at .05 level of confidence. 

        The Table shows that the mean values of pre-test and post-
test of control  group on flexibility 33.4 and 35.55 respectively. The 
obtained‘ t’ ratio was 5.81 since the obtained ‘t’ ratio was less than the 
required table value of 2.093 for the significant at 0.05 level  with 19 
degrees of freedom, it was found to be statistically insignificant. The 
mean values of pre-test and post-test of experimental groups on  
flexibility were 35.85 and 38 respectively. The obtained ‘t’ ratio was 
5.36 since the obtained ‘t’ ratio  was greater than the required table 
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value of 2.093 for significance at 0.05 level  with 19 degrees of freedom 
it was found to be statistically significant. The result of the study 
showed that there was a significant difference between control group 
and experimental group in flexibility. It may be concluded from the 
result of the study that experimental group improved in flexibility due 
to six weeks of aerobic Training Exercises.                                 

THE DIAGRAM SHOWS THE T RATIO BETWEEN PRE 
AND POST TESTS OF CONTROL AND EXPERIMENTAL 

GROUP ON FLEXIBILITY 

30

35

40

Control Expermental

Chart Title 

pre test post test

 

        DISCUSSION ON HYPOTHESIS: 

It was hypothesized that there would be significant 
improvement on the selected physical fitness variables due to Aerobic 
Training Exercises. The present study result show significant 
improvement selected variables. Hence the due to   Aerobic Training 
Exercises research hypothesis of the investigator was accepted. 

CONCLUSIONS: 

Within the limitations and delimitations of this study, the 
following conclusion was drawn from the result.  
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It was concluded that there was a significant improvement in 

selected Physical fitness Variables of Endurance and Flexibility among  
Long distances runners due to Aerobic Training Exercises. 
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“I do not want that our loyalty as Indians should be in the 

slightest way affected by any competitive loyalty whether that 
loyalty arises out of our religion, out of our culture or out of our 
language. I want all people to be Indians first, Indian last and 
nothing else but Indians.” Author: B.R. Ambedkar 

Abstract:  

A country is known through its doctrine of philosophical heritage 

which has the power to improve the life of human being in the past, 
present and future. At present some perennial anthropogenic 
problems such as—terrorist activities in the world, buttering one’s 
own bread at the cost of millions, doing harm to anybody including 
the nature for pleasure have been disturbing the inner equilibrium 
character of the world. When these current problems are not solved 
on the basis of the storage of present knowledge a sharp resume on 
the past which may be called as rational reconstruction of the heritage 
is needed in order to find out the clue to solve these problems.  

Being one of the ancient countries in the world, India has been 
regarded as the owner of unique philosophical heritage as its inherited 
distinctive philosophical heritage still survive after several foreign 
invasions. That is why a thorough revisit i.e. a rational reconstruction 
on the distinguishing elements of Indian philosophical heritage may 

be helpful to cope up with the current anthropogenic evils which are 
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the byproducts of present utilitarian concept of development. This 
paper is an approach on the rational reconstruction of Indian 
philosophical heritage through the method of content analysis.  

Introduction:  

In course of evaluating the analytic philosophers’ attempt—‘rational 
reconstruction’, Richard Rorty draws our attention to a dilemma: 
whether we anachronistically impose enough of our problems and 
vocabulary on the dead to make them conversational, partners or we 
confine our imperative activity to making their falsehoods look less silly 
by placing them in the context of the benighted times in which they 
were written, in his famous article ‘The Historiography of Philosophy: 
four genres’i. In resolving the aforesaid dilemma, Rorty’s proposal is to 

accomplish both the alternative separately, instead of simultaneously.  

What follows is this, according to the first alternative, if we treat the 
history of philosophy, culture, heritage of a nation as the history of 
science then there will be no dilemma, because in history of science 
there is no scope to hold different scientific views as like as ‘holding 
different philosophical viewsii.’ Again, following the second alternative, 
we may recreate the philosophical, cultural heritage of a nation based 
on forefathers through the real and imaginary conversation they might 
have with their contemporary, because (i) it helps us to recognize the 
different intellectual life than ours which is ‘the key to self-awareness 
itselfiii’, (ii) we like to see the history of our race as a long 
conversational interchange and (iii) we want to assure ourselves that 

the ground in which we differ from our ancestor, our ancestors could be 
led to accept this ground as there has been rational progress in the 
course of recorded history. 

From the back ground of the discussions mentioned above let us take a 
thorough resume of Indian philosophical heritage (IPH) especially on 
the basis of the notion of spirituality, religion, karma, life force,  and 

www.ijmer.in 33



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF MULTIDISCIPLINARY EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH 

ISSN : 2277-7881; IMPACT FACTOR – 4.527; IC VALUE:5.16; ISI VALUE:2.286 
VOLUME 6, ISSUE 5(4), MAY  2017   

 
peace where we have learnt that the attainment of peace, not mere 
happiness is the aim of our life with the help of the following 
subsections: 

Section—I: Stages concerned with the development of Indian nation  

Section—II:  Rational Reconstruction of IPH on Spirituality 

Section—III:  Rational revision of IPH on Religion 

Section—IV:  Rational revision of IPH on Karma 

Section—V:  Rational revision of IPH on Life Force  

Section—VI:  Rational revision of IPH on Peace 

Section—I: Stages concerned with the development of Indian nation 

In fact, (ISPCH) is so rich, it is impossible for us to understand its true 
nature unless and until we are aware of certain stages of the 

development of Indian national consciousness from the notion of the 
development of Indian individual consciousness from the back ground 
of Indian Historiography. These stages mainly are:  

STAGE-I 

In the ancient and medieval India socio-political structure of Indian 
states and sub-states are on their initial stages. The social 
consciousness is not at its highest realm. The Kings, Zamindars etc. 
land-lords are conscious of their own territories; but reluctant of 
others. Thus the rise of Indian nationalistic attitude is not seen at these 
stages. All kings are concentrating to strengthen their own powers; but 
for the sake of their national unity they never even tried to be united. 
Perhaps this is the reason why Indians never stop the Muslim invasions 
and most recently British invasions. The lack of national unity and 
social consciousness are the reasons of Indian people to loss its freedom 

in the hands of Muslim intruders and British merchants.  
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STAGE-II 

In the second stage national mind becomes more and more developed. 
The individuals become more indulged into the showing of individual 
qualities and potentialities. Individual mind becomes more developed. 
The individual uses his analytic power, judgment faculties more 
frequently. In this age Indian people can analyze the reason behind 
their downfall in the hands of the foreign invaders, whether Muslim or 
British. This stage is highly welcomed as it is the initial stage before 
the achievement of Indian cultural, social and political supremacy. 
However it is the stage of development of individual only, not for the 
entire nation. [Development of individual consciousness] 

STAGE-III 

In the third and final stage of cultural development the collective 
humanity arises out of its lowest subtle stage to the highest stage of 
exposing its Life-force into the unconditional, purest and universal 
form. In this last stage the advancement of Indian Life-force has to 

reach into its highest form. This final stage indicates towards the 
collective advancement of the society and subsequently of an entire 
nation. Hence, here the development of the individuals collectively as 
social beings is admissible. 

[Development of collective consciousness] 

Section—II: 

RATIONAL REVISION OF ISPCH ON SPIRITUALITY 

Among the few countries in the world whose socio-philosophical-
cultural-heritage have been enlighten by the ever effulgence light of 
knowledge, India is one of them since spirituality is the corner stone of 
Indian socio-philosophical-cultural-heritage. The nations which are 
based on spiritualism are totally opposite to those nations which are 
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based on materialism because the aim of materialistic nations is to get 
mere happiness, material wealth, name and fame. Where as a greatly 
spiritualistic nation like India always is indulged into the search for 
peace for the entire human race. The materialistic nations, searching 
for material affluence, never want to concentrate wealth in the hands of 
the masses; where as India wants to achieve all kinds of developments 
(spiritual, political, national etc.) of the masses, for the masses and by 
the masses. It is the innate distinction between India with other 
materialistic nations. Thus it becomes prominent that India and its 
socio-philosophical-cultural-heritage are not detached from its soil. 
Indian socio-philosophical-cultural-heritage is truly original and it has 
to be truly Indian in nature which is consisted of Indian religion, 

customs, rituals, traditions as well as Indian masses within as the 
inherent and inseparable parts. 

Radhakrishnan in his paper, ‘The Ethics of Vedanta’ remarks that 
external conformity to the law without the right spirit is good for 
nothing. Every action has a reaction. But from mere action without the 
underlying spirit will be mechanical, motiveless. The motive of an 
action must not be a selfish motive. According to his own word,  

The motive with which all acts should be performed ought not to 
be selfish. 'No act should be done with a selfish interest or for the 
gratification of inclinations. Reason tells us that the highest ideal 
is service of humanity, and reason must be exercised in the 
ascertainment of our duty in any particular crisis. If our 
conscience tells us that something is right, we must follow it, 
thoroughly prepared to meet fortune in all its moods. We must act 

disinterestedlyiv. 

However, spiritualism is not just a matter of theorization of ISPCH; it 
has been treated as the form of practice in individual life. ISPCH are 
always dominated by the search of spirituality as it is inherent factor 
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for India. India is known to be highly spiritualistic in nature from the 
ancient ages. From the starting time of practicing Chatur Varna in 
society, in every day-to-day activity, like bathing, worshipping of Godly 
idols, Surya-namaskara, all are symbolic in nature and they have 
inherent spiritual senses. For example, 

(i) Bathing is necessary to clean up the dirt of a human body and this 
human body is spiritually known to be the temple of God where God 
resides within the reaches of human beings. 

(ii)  Surya-namaskara is spiritually used to evoke the Tejas or 
Hidden Power of an individual and so on.  

In the same way ISPCH are tremendously helpful for the uplift-ment of 
beastly natures into the divine natures of entire Indian race.  The 
discovery of the existence of Self, whether of the individuals or of the 
entire nation, is essential factor for the development of Indian culture. 
India is among the most ancient nations which can be able to preserve 
its spiritual purity and never surrender it in front of any opposing 
forces. Indian spirituality is one of the reasons that give India such a 
special place among all other nations of the world. 

Section—III 

RATIONAL RECONSTRUCTION OF ISPCH ON RELIGION 

Religion is also another important factor of ISPCH. Europe, after the 
passing of the ancient and medieval stage, never gave so much 

importance on religion. On the contrary, India from the ancient age 
accepts religion as an essential corollary of ISPCH. Religion here does 
not mean to be the Hindu religion, Christian religion, Muslim religion 
etc. The connotation and the denotation of the term religion and the 
term dharma are not the same although the lexicographers hold that 
the translation of the term religion is dharma. Now the important point 
is what is dharma? As the etymology suggests (dhṛ + man), dharma is 
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that property in the presence of which man becomes a man and in the 
absence of which man is not a man i.e. cannot be called a man. When, 
for example, a man quarrels with another and uses abusive language, 
we say that he is behaving like a dog. A man may be educated, but if he 
fails to behave sympathetically with his fellow beings and deprives 
them their duties, we say that he does not possess the qualities of man. 
A man is thus not born, but made. It is not truly his physical 
appearance that characterizes him properly what he is. It is rather his 
achievement, his attainment that makes him a man proper.  If the term 
dharma is applied as the etymology suggests (dhṛ + man), dharma is 
that property in the presence of which man becomes a man and in the 
absence of which man is not a man i.e. cannot be called a man; someone 

may say that reason makes the difference between an animal and a 
man. But if this is true, then there would be no sign of:  

i) Terrorist activities in the world   

ii) Buttering one’s own bread at the cost of millions  

iii) Taking bribe  

iv) Doing harm to anybody  

v) Acting as unaware of environmental crisis for present pleasure  

More often than not we look upon an inhuman treatment as oppression 
comparable with beasts. But it is believed that if animals could protest, 
they would surely have joined issue with us. The animals take resort to 
violent means only out of fear, anger or hunger. But we people commit 
sin even in a cold-blooded manner. That is why Swami Vivekananda 
exclaims: “Man-making is my mission.”For ‘man-making’ Swamiji 
emphasizes the role of ‘character building’. When you build up your 

character, you not only become a man yourself but also become able to 
make another man. That is why Swamiji’s clarion calls: ‘Be and make’. 
Sri Ramkrishna, the spiritual designer and moulder of Swamiji 
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Vivekananda, used to say: mon mukh ek karai dharma. That is to say, 
to do one think another is not a dharma. Dharma on the contrary, 
consists in a harmony or unity between what one says and what one 
does. To the insightful vision of Sri Ramkrishna: A man is one who is 
conscious of his own standard, his own ideal—mān samparke hunsh 
mānuṣ.  

Some philosophers like Radhakrishnan called the Indian religion as the 
Universal Religion which incorporates the Hindu, Muslim, Christian, 
Jaina, Buddhist etc. all Indian religions within. He criticized any kind 
of utilitarian approaches which are linked with religion. To him religion 
does not mean to perform scarifies or to visit the sacred places or to 
feed a number of people in a certain occasion.  He has said that religion 
must be based on moralityv. Hence, Indian religion has to be the 
admixture of all ongoing religious sects of our Indian society.   

To know the relation between religion and spirituality, we have to go 
back again towards the notion of Puruṣārthas, the purpose or goal of 

life. The Puruṣārthas that have been advocated by the Hindu scriptures 
from the very early times are four, viz. Dharma, Artha, Kama and 
Moksavi. The word Dharma has been understood variously as duty, 
right conduct, justice, law, morality and so on. The second most 
important goal of life is Artha or wealth which is needed for the overall 
happiness and well-being of an individual. Kama in its narrow sense 

denotes to sexual pleasure, but in its wider sense it stands for all 
sensual pleasures. The ultimate goal or summum bonum of human life 
is Moksa. Moksa means self-realization which is the state of the 
complete cessation of all sufferings, as Moksa always aims at salvation 
which is highly spiritual in nature. Among these four necessities of life 
Artha and Kama deal with the material and external objects needed for 

our materialistic advancement. But unfortunately they are the easy, 
simplistic and natural mandatory fields by whose help society, politics 
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and economy of a nation can go to the top of its advancement but never 
be completed.  By the help of only religion, society cannot be made up 
just because within its inherent strictness the cause of destruction also 
remains hidden. Politics based on religious root is bound to meet its 
natural death after some certain stage as religious strictness is also 
harmful enough for politics. And economy cannot be based on religion 
at all. But it is our ISPCH which are based on spiritualism and dharma 
(religion) can go to the top of its advancement and be completed as 
Spiritual completeness is the best ideal that is preached by us. 

Section—IV 

RATIONAL RECONSTRUCTION OF ISPCH ON karma 

Following Manu, and other sacred Indian thinkers it can be said 

that the firm basis of ISPCH is the law of karma and the duties. 
Duties are two types. One type of duty may be regarded as the 
duties which must be performed and the duties which should 
not be performed. Duties for the fulfillment of desires (kamya 
karma) lead to happiness on earth or in heaven. They are the 
cause of bondage. So, they should not be performed. But daily 
obligatory duties (nitya karma) and occasional duties 
(naimittika karma) should be performed. They purify the mind, 

and make it fit for acquiring the knowledge of the Atman.  

Manu enjoins the performance of certain duties. These duties 
are as follows:  

(i)      One should study the scriptures daily  

(ii) One endure hardships  

(iii) One should give charity 

(iv) One must make sacrifices  
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(v)      One should be abstained from accepting gifts from 

others 

(vi) One must cultivate friendship for all (meitra) 

(vii) One should be compassioned for all creatures 
(sarvabhutanukampa) and 

(viii) One must be self-controlled.  

Manu also tell us about ten virtues which are (a) Patience 
(dhṛti), (b) forgiveness (khama), (c) control of passions (dama), 

(d) non-stealing (asteya), (e) purity (sauca), (f) sense-restraint 
(indriyanigraha), (g) knowledge of the scriptures (dhi), (h) 
knowledge of the self (vidya), (i) truthfulness (satya), and (j) 
absence of anger (akrodha).  

Firm resolution, tenderness, penance, non-injury, sense-
restraint, charity, and avoidance of cruel persons lead to 
heaven. Learned persons are purified by forgiveness, wrong-
doers by charity, and persons well-versed in the Vedas by 
penance. Secret sins are expiated by reciting the name of God. 
The mind is purified by truth, the buddhi by knowledge, and 
the soul by learning and penance. Truthfulness, absence of 
enmity, and absence of anger should be cultivated. One should 
speak the truth. One should not speak falsehood.  

One should tolerate the abuse of others. But one should not 
insult others. One should not bear enmity to any person. One 
should control one’s anger completely. One should not get 
angry with an angry person. One should be courteous to a 

person, who abuses him. One should treat all creatures as equal. 

Manu enjoins purity of mind and purity of overt actions. He does 
not enjoin purity of external conduct only. He speaks of three 
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kinds of sins, mental, verbal and bodily. Intentions to steal 
others’ wealth, harboring thought of injury to others, disbelief in 
the next world are the three kinds of immoral mental actions. 
Speaking harsh words, speaking falsehood, speaking ill of others 
behind their back, irrelevant talk, and idle gossip are the four 
kinds of immoral verbal actions. Stealing others’ wealth, killing 
animals forbidden by the scriptures, and adultery are the three 
immoral bodily actions.  

One, who desires the good of all creatures, attains supreme 
happiness. Delight in truth (satya), virtue (dharma), good 

conduct worthy of an Arya or a cultured person (aryavṛtta), and 
purity (sauca) should be practiced. One, who refrains from 
mental, verbal, and bodily sins, is an ascetic with three staffs. 
One, who refrains from threefold sin in relation to all creatures, 
and controls lust and anger, attains perfection. Manu enjoins 
purity of mind, speech, and body, control of passions, non-injury 
to all creatures, and devotion to the good of all. Knowledge of 
duties is better than ignorance of them. Performance of duties is 
better than mere knowledge of them. 

After performing the common duties a person should perform 

some specific duties following his caste. The specific duties of the 
Brahmans are the study and the teaching of the scriptures, 
charity, performance of sacrifices for themselves and others, and 
acceptance of gifts.  

Those of the Khatriyas are protection of subjects, charity, 
performance of sacrifices, study of the scriptures, and absence of 
attachment for objects of enjoyment.  

Those of the Vaisyas is tending cattle, charity, sacrifices, study of 
the scriptures, trade, agriculture, and lending money.  
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Those of the Sudras are the service of the Brahmanas, the 
Khatriyas, and Vaisyas. 

Some specific duties are related to the stages of life. One should 
always perform one’s own specific duties prescribed by the Vedas 
and the Smṛtis with great care. One’s own specific duties even 
ill-done are superior to others’ specific duties well-done.  Manu 

recognizes the supremacy of the Brahma they are the highest of 
the four castes. They preserve the social order by examples and 
precepts. They are the masters. Manu enjoins the performance of 
five kinds of sacrifices (pancayacila). Brahmanyajna is the study 
and the teaching of the scriptures and the recitation of the name 
of God. Pitṛyajna is the performance of Sraddha and offering 
oblation to the departed ancestors, and procreation of sons. 
Devayajna is the performance of sacrifices. Nṛyajna is hospitality 

to guests; Bhutayajna is giving food to animals. 

Section—V 

RATIONAL RECONSTRUCTION OF ISPCH ON LIVE FORCE 

ISPCH are not dormant, these are always active. There are three 
inherent live factors of ISCPH—(i) the life factor, (ii) the mind factor 
and (iii) the soul factor. It is quite pertinent to ask the question like 
this—How Indian culture which is totally non-living element can have 
these three essential characteristics? The answer of these questions 
may be given following the works of Sri Aurobindo. According to him, a 
nation like India is a living entity with the soul, mind and body as its 
essential parts. The body of a nation consists not only its own 
landscape, rivers, mountains, rocks, but also the body of its inhabitants; 
whereas men or animals. The mental part of a nation consists of the 
individual-mind (mind of an individual), group-mind (mind of an entire 

group made up of several individuals) and successively the nation-mind 
(mind of an entire nation made up of several groups of individuals).  
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However, to describe the soul-factor is not so easy task. He admitted 
the existence of a living soul, sometimes better known as Life-force, for 
whom the decay of India never becomes possible till date by any foreign 
innovations, Muslims or even British. Muslim invaders came from 
outside of India, but through their entire ruling periods, their 
interactions with Indian masses help them to become a part of Indian 
masses. The British invaders came in the disguise of the merchants to 
grasp the assets of India and to export them to their own motherland, 
but due to Indian cultural strength they never became successful in 
their endeavor to doom India.vii A materialistic nation, with no Life-
force within, cannot have cultural sustenance, religious patience or 
spiritual superiority like India. Hence unlike other materialistic nations 

Indian culture depicts the true picture of the spirit of India.  

Section—VI 

RATIONAL RECONSTRUCTION OF ISPCH ON THE INVASION 

ON PEACE 

The term invasion is very significant in the context of ISPCH because 
historical records prove that ISPCH had been affected frequently by the 
foreign invasion science beginning. But foreign invasion influences 
ISPCH in its exterior portion, but the interior portion remain the same. 
The clue to find out the survival elements in ISPCH may be found if we 
make a close look on Aurobinda. In his own language, “For this reason 
he said, the sole great endeavor of expansion, of conquest, of invasion 
she attempted was the expansion of her culture, the invasion and 
conquest of the Eastern world by the Buddhistic idea and the 
penetration of her spirituality, art and thought-forces. And this was an 
invasion of peace and not of war, for to spread a spiritual civilization by 
force and physical conquest, the vaunt or the excuse of modern 

imperialism, would have been uncongenial to the ancient cast of her 
mind and temperament and the idea underlying her Dharma. A series 
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of colonizing expeditions carried indeed Indian blood and Indian 
culture to the island so the archipelago, but the ships that set out from 
both the eastern and western coast were not fleets of invaders 
missioned to annex those outlying countries to an Indian empire but of 
exiles or adventurers carrying with them to yet un cultured peoples 
Indian religion, architecture, art, poetry, thought, life, manners. The 
idea of empire and even of world-empire was not absent from the 
Indian mind, but its world was the Indian world and the object the 
founding of the imperial unity of its peoplesviii.”  

                                                             
i Richard Rorty, ‘The Historiography of Philosophy: four genres’ in 

‘Philosophy in History Essay on the historiography of philosophy’ Edited by 

Richard Rorty, J. B. Schneewind, Quentin Skinner, Cambridge University 

Press, London, 1989, P-49-75 
ii Ibid. 
iii Ibid. 
iv S.Radhakrisnan ‘The Ethics of the Vedanta’, 

http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early-journal content , P-174 
v S.Radhakrisnan ‘The Ethics of the Vedanta’, 

http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early-journal content , P-173 
vi U. Ve. Sri Rama Rāmānuja Achari (Ed.) Śr īmad Bhagavad Gītā with Gītā 

Bhāṣya of Bhagavad Rāmānujācārya, www. srimatham.com, P-6 
vii Sri Aurobindo, The Foundations of Indian Culture, p. 213 
viii Sri Aurobindo, A Defense of Indian Culture, p. 427 

www.ijmer.in 45



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF MULTIDISCIPLINARY EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH 

ISSN : 2277-7881; IMPACT FACTOR – 4.527; IC VALUE:5.16; ISI VALUE:2.286 
VOLUME 6, ISSUE 5(4), MAY  2017  

 
TRIBAL WELFARE PROGRAMMES IN INDIA  

 

Prof. M.P.Narasimha Raju 
Department of Sociology 

S.V.University 
Tirupati, A.P.India 

Dr. G.Thulasiram 
Dept. of Political Science and Pub.Admn 

S.V.University 
Tirupati, A.P.India 

 

INTRODUCTION:          

The term scheduled tribes has been used for the first time in the 
constitution of India only and in the earlier they have been called as 
aboriginal tribes. There is no universal definition of a tribe acceptable 
to all. According to Majumdhar, a tribe is “a social group with 
territorial affiliation, indogamous, with no specialization of functions, 
ruled by tribal officers, hereditary or otherwise , united in language 
dialect, recognizing social distance from other tribes”.Article 366 (25) of 
Indian constitution defined scheduled tribes as "such tribes or tribal 
communities or parts of or groups within such tribes or tribal 
communities as are deemed under Article 342 to be Scheduled Tribes 
for the purposes of this constitution". Article 342, which is reproduced 
below, prescribes procedure to be followed in the matter of specification 
of scheduled tribes.  

TRIBAL WELFARE PROGRAMMES: 

After indolence the government of India provided various welfare 
programmes for the overall development of scheduled tribes in India.  

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS FOR TRIBAL WELFARE:  

The constitution provides various safeguards for promotion and 
protection of scheduled tribe’s interests. Various provisions contained 
in articles 19, 40, 164, 224, 275, 330, 332, 334, 338, 339, 342 and the 5th 
and 6th schedules of the Indian constitution are relevant in this regard. 
The government of India‘s responsibility in relation to the development 
of scheduled tribes  extended not only to be provision of funds (article 
275) for their development but also to evolving policies and 
programmes  for their rapid and harmonious development in 
consultation and cooperation the state governments. 
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SPECIAL CENTRAL ASSISTANCE AND GRANTS UNDER 
ARTICLE 275(1) OF THE CONSTITUTION:   

Special Central Assistance is given to States/UTs to supplement 
their efforts in tribal development through Tribal Sub-Plan. This 
assistance is basically meant for family-oriented income-generating 
schemes in the sectors of agriculture, horticulture, minor irrigation, 
soil conservation, animal husbandry, forests, education, cooperatives, 
fisheries, village and small scale industries and for minimum needs 
programme. Grants are also given to States/UTs, under the first 
proviso to article 275(1) of the Constitution to meet the costs of projects 
for tribal development and for raising the level of administration of 
Scheduled Area therein on par with the rest of the State/UT. Part of 
the funds are utilized for setting up of Residential Schools for providing 
quality education to tribal students 

DEVELOPMENT OF PRIMITIVE TRIBAL GROUPS (PTGs): 

Based on pre-agricultural level of technology, low level of 
literacy, declining or stagnant populations, 75 tribal communities in 17 
States and 1 Union Territory of Andaman & Nicobar Island, have been 
identified and categorized as Primitive Tribal Groups (PTGs). 
Considering the vulnerability of these groups, a Central Sector Scheme 
was introduced in the year 1998-99for the all round development of 
PTGs. The scheme is very flexible, and covers housing, infrastructure 
development, education, health, land distribution/development, 
agriculture development, cattle development, social security, insurance, 
etc. During 2007-08, comprehensive long term “Conservation-cum-
Development (CCD)  Plans” for PTGs have been formulated for 
Eleventh Plan period through baseline surveys conducted by respective 
State Governments/Union territory. These Plans envisage a synergy 
between efforts of State Governments and non-governmental 
organizations 

TRIBAL RESEARCH INSTITUTES: 

Fourteen Tribal Research Institutes (TRIs) have been set up by 
Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Gujarat, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Orissa, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal, Uttar 
Pradesh, Manipur and Tripura. These Institutes are engaged in 
providing planning inputs to the State Governments, conducting 
research and evaluation studies, collection of data, codification of 
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customary law and conduct of training, seminars and workshops. Some 
of these Institutes are also having museums exhibiting tribal artifacts. 

STRENGTHENING OF EDUCATION AMONG SCHEDULED 
TRIBE GIRLS IN LOW LITERACY DISTRICTS: 

It is a gender scheme of the Ministry. The scheme aims to bridge 
the gap in literacy levels between the general female population and 
tribal women, through facilitating 100% enrolment of tribal girls in the 
identified Districts or Blocks, more particularly in naxal affected areas 
and in areas inhabited by Primitive Tribal Groups (PTGs), and 
reducing drop-outs at the elementary level by creating the required 
ambience for education. The scheme recognises the fact that 
improvement of the literacy rate of tribal girls is essential to enable 
them to participate effectively in and benefit from, socio-economic 
development.   The scheme covers 54 identified districts in 12 
States and 1 Union Territory where the ST population is 25% or more, 
and ST female literacy rate is below 35% or its fractions, as per 2001 
census. In addition, any other tribal block in a district, other than 
aforesaid 54 identified districts, which has scheduled tribal populations 
25% or above, and tribal female literacy rate below 35% or its 
fractions,as per 2001 census, are also covered. The scheme also covers 
PTG areas and gives priority to areas affected by naxalism. The scheme 
is implemented by non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and 
autonomous societies of the State Governments/Union Territory.The 
scheme primarily envisages the running and maintenance of hostels 
linked with schools running under Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan or other 
schemes of Education Department. Where such schooling facilities are 
not available, the scheme has provision for establishing a complete 
educational complex with residential and schooling facility. The scheme 
has provision for tuitions, incentives and periodical awards to 
encourage the ST girls. The scheme does not provide and construction 
cost. The scheme prescribes fixed financial norms. The scheme also 
envisages the establishment of District Education Support Agency 
(DESA), which would be a non-government organization or a federation 
of non-governmental organizations, for varied functions like ensuring 
100% enrolment, reducing drops outs, arrangement of preventive 
health education, monitoring the performance of NGOs, etc. The 
proposals by NGOs are required to be routed through State 
Government and the recommendation of the “State Committee for 
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Supporting Voluntary Efforts” constituted under the chairmanship of 
Principal Secretary/Secretary, Tribal Welfare/Development department 
of the State/UT are mandatory. The recommendation of State 
Committee is valid for that Financial year in which it is made. 

TRIBAL COOPERATIVE MARKETING DEVELOPMENT 
FEDERATION OF INDIA : 

The Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of 
India Limited (TRIFED) was set up by the Government of India in 
1987, with the prime objective of providing marketing assistance and 
remunerative prices to ST communities for their minor forest produce 
and surplus agricultural produce and to wean them away from 
exploitative private traders and middlemen. The federation is a 
National level Cooperative apex body functioning under the Multi-State 
Cooperative Societies Act, 1984. The authorized share capital of 
TRIFED is Rs. 100 crore and the paid up capital is Rs. 99.98 The 
Government of India’s contribution is Rs. 99.75 crore and the balance 
of Rs. 0.23 crore has been contributed by other shareholders 

COACHING FOR SCHEDULED TRIBES : 

The scheduled tribe candidates coming from deprived families 
and disadvantaged environment find it difficult to compete with those 
coming from a socially and economically advantageous background. To 
promote, and give scheduled Tribe  candidates a better chance to 
succeed in competitive examinations, the Ministry of Tribal Affairs 
supports a scheme for coaching for disadvantaged ST candidates in 
quality coaching institutions to enable them to successfully compete in 
examinations for jobs/admission to professional courses The scheme 
supports free coaching to scheduled tribe students for various 
competitive examinations viz. Civil Services, State  Services and other 
Examinations  conducted by UPSC , CDS, NDA, etc. professional 
courses like Medical, Engineering, MBA, Banking, Staff selection 
Commission, Railway Recruitment Board, insurance companies etc.  

GRANT-IN-AID TO VOLUNTARY ORGANIZATIONS WORKING 
FOR WELFARE OF SCHEDULED TRIBES : 

The prime objective of the scheme is to enhance the reach of 
welfare schemes of Government and fill the gaps in service deficient 
tribal areas, in the sectors such as education, health, drinking water, 
agro-horticultural productivity, social security net etc. through the 
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efforts of voluntary organizations (VOs)/non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs), and to provide an environment for socio-
economic upliftment and overall development of the Scheduled Tribes 
(STs). Any other innovative activity having direct impact on the socio-
economic development or livelihood generation of STs may also be 
considered through voluntary efforts. Under this scheme 90% grant is 
provided by the ministry and 10% cost is required to be borne by the 
non-governmental organizations from their own resources, except in 
Scheduled Areas where the Government bears100% cost. The scheme 
provides a list of categories of projects viz. residential school, non-
residential schools, 10 or more bedded hospitals, mobile dispensaries, 
computer training centers, etc., which could be covered under the 
scheme, and also prescribes fixed financial norms. The scheme does not 
provide any construction cost.  The Proposals by NGOs are required to 
be routed through State Government and the recommendation of the 
“State Committee for Supporting Voluntary Efforts” constituted under 
the chairmanship of principal Secretary/Secretary, Tribal 
Welfare/Development Department of the State/UT are mandatory. The 
recommendation of State Committee is valid for that financial year in 
which it is made.  

 POST-MATRIC SCHOLARSHIP FOR SCHEDULED TRIBE  
STUDENTS : 

The objective of the scheme is to provide financial assistance to 
students belonging to Scheduled Tribes pursuing Post-Matriculation 
recognized courses in recognized institutions.  The scheme covers 
professional, technical as well as non-professional and non-technical 
courses at various levels and the scheme also includes correspondence 
courses including distance and continuing education.  The scheme is 
implemented by the State Government and UT Administrations, which 
receive 100% Central Assistance over and above the committed liability 
which is required to be borne by them from their own budgetary 
provisions.  The committed liability is equal to the expenditure reached 
in the last year of the Plan period.  Accordingly, the expenditure 
incurred in the last year of the Xth plan period, i.e. 2006-2007, has 
become the committed liability of State/UTs, which is required to be 
borne by them during each year of the 11th Five Year Plan period.  The 
requirement of committed liability of North Eastern State has been 
dispensed with from 1997-98. The Scheme is in operation since 1944-
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45. The value of the existing scholarship includes maintenance 
allowance, reader charges of blind students, study tour charges, thesis 
typing/printing charges, book allowance to students pursuing 
correspondence course and compulsory non-refundable fees charges by 
the educational institutions. The maintenance allowance for hostlers is 
between Rs. 235/- p.m. to 740/- and for day scholars from Rs. 140/- p.m. 
to Rs. 330/- p.m., depending upon the level of courses.  The prescribed 
annual income ceiling of both the parents/guardians, under the scheme 
is up to Rs. 1,08,000/-, as applicable w.e.f. 1-4-2007. The income ceiling 
has been linked   with the consumer price index for industrial workers. 

 UPGRADATION OF MERIT OF SCHEDULED TRIBE 
STUDENTS : 

       The objective of the scheme is to upgrade the merit of ST 
students by providing them remedial and special coaching in classes IX 
to XII.  While remedial coaching aims at removing deficiencies in 
various subjects, special coaching is provided with a view to prepare the 
students for competitive examinations for seeking entry into 
professional courses like Engineering and Medical disciplines.  The 
scheme provides for 100% central assistance to the States/UT’s. A 
package grant of Rs. 15,000/- per student per year is provided and the 
State/UTs are not required to bear any financial burden. Besides the 
amount of scholarship, students with disabilities are also eligible for the 
following assistance: 

(a) Reader Allowance of Rs. 100 per month for blind students in 
classes IX to XII. 

(b) Transport allowance of Rs. 50 per month for the disabled 
student if such a student does not reside in the hostel, which is 
within the premises of educational institution. The disability as 
per the said Act is defined as blindness, low-vision, leprosy-
cured, hearing impairment, locomoter disability, mental 
retardation and mental illness. 

(c) Special pay of Rs. 100 per month is admissible to any employee 
of the hostel willing to extend help to a severely orthopedically 
handicapped student residing in a hostel managed by the 
educational or by the State Govt./Union Territory Admn. who 
may need the assistance of a helper. 
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(d) Escort allowance of Rs. 50 per month for severely handicapped 

day scholar students with lower extremity disability.  

(e) Allowance of Rs. 100 per month towards extra coaching to 
mentally retarded and mentally ill students in classes IX to XII. 
The provisions proposed in (a) to (e) above, also apply to leprosy 
cured students. 

HOSTELS FOR SCHEDULED TRIBE GIRLS AND BOYS : 

  The scheme of Girls’ Hostels, which started in the Third Plan, is 
a useful instrument of spreading education among ST Girls, whose 
literacy still stands at 34.76% as per 2001 census as against the general 
female literacy of 54.28%.  Under the scheme, Central assistance is 
given to States/UTs for construction of new hostel buildings and/or 
extension of existing hostels. In this scheme the cost of the construction 
of the hostel building is equally shared between the Centre and the 
State in ratio of 50:50.  In case of UTs, the Central Government bears 
the entire cost of the building.  The cost of construction is based on the 
State PWD schedule of rates or local CPWD schedule of rates, 
whichever is lower.  Maintenance of the hostel is the responsibility of 
the concerned States/UTs.  The number of seats in a hostel is up to 
100.  The hostels are for ST girls primary, middle, secondary, college 
and university. The objectives, terms and conditions as well as 
the pattern of assistance of this Scheme are same as that of the scheme 
for Girls’ Hostels. The scheme is in operation since 1989-90. The 
scheme of Boys’ hostels has been merged with scheme of girls’ hostels 
in the Xth plan. 

RAJIV GANDHI NATIONAL FELLOWSHIP SCHEME  (RGNF) : 

This Scheme was introduced in the year 2005-06. Under the 
Scheme, fellowship is provided to ST students for pursuing higher 
studies such as M.Phil. and Ph. D.  The maximum duration of a 
fellowship is 5 years.  Every year 667 fellowships are to be provided to 
ST students.  The scheme is being implemented by University Grant 
Commission (UGC) on behalf of the Ministry of Tribal Affairs.  Any ST 
student who has passed post-graduation from a UGC recognized 
University can apply under the scheme. 
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SCHEME OF TOP CLASS EDUCATION FOR SCHEDULED 
TRIBE  STUDENTS: 

  Ministry of Tribal Affairs has introduced a new Central Sector 
Scholarship Scheme of Top Class Education for ST Students from the 
academic year 2007-08 with the objective of encouraging meritorious 
ST students for pursuing studies at degree and post degree level in any 
of the identified institutes.  There are 127 institutes identified under 
the scheme in both the Government and private sectors covering the 
field of management, medicine, engineering, law and commercial 
courses.  Each institute has been allocated five awards, with a ceiling of 
total 635 scholarships per year.  The family income of the ST students 
from all the sources shall not exceed Rs. 2.00 lakh per annum.  The ST 
students will be awarded scholarship covering full tuition fee and other 
non-refundable dues in respect of Government/Government-funded 
institutions. However, there will be a ceiling of Rs.2.00 lakh per annum 
per student for private sector institutions and Rs.3.72 lakh per annum 
per student for the private sector flying clubs for Commercial Pilot 
Training.  In addition to the above, the scholarship also provides for (i) 
living expenses @ Rs.2200/- per month per student subject to actuals, 
(ii) books and stationery @ Rs.3000/- per annum per student and (iii) 
cost of a latest computer system along with its accessories limited to 
Rs.45000/- as one time assistance during the course. 

VOCATIONAL TRAINING IN TRIBAL AREAS: 

The main aim of this scheme is to develop the skill of the tribal 
youth in order to enable them to gain employment/self employment 
opportunities. This scheme was introduced in 1992-93 and is being 
implemented through the State Governments/UT Administrations, 
Institutions or Organizations set up by Government as autonomous 
bodies, educational and other institutions like local bodies and 
cooperative societies and Non-Governmental Organizations. The 
capacity of each vocational training center is 100 with hostel facility for 
50. Each center may cater to five vocational courses in traditional or 
other skills depending upon the employment potential of the area. Each 
tribal boy/girl is trained in two trades of his/her choice, the course in 
each trade being for duration of three months. Each trainee is attached 
at the end of six months to a Master Craftsman in a semi-urban area 
for a period of six months to learn his skill by practical experience, the 
practical experience in each trade being of three months duration. 
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There is provision for monthly stipend and for raw material for the 
trainees. 

NATIONAL OVERSEAS SCHOLARSHIP SCHEME FOR 
SCHEDULED TRIBES: 

  The Scheme provides financial assistance to meritorious 
students belonging to STs for pursuing higher studies abroad in 
specified fields of Master level courses, Ph.D. and Post-Doctoral 
research programmes, in the field of Engineering, Technology and 
Science.  The selected candidates are given cost of tuition and other 
educational fees charged by the foreign university etc., maintenance 
and other grants along with travel expenses.  In addition passage 
grants are also available to candidates belonging to ST who are in 
receipt of merit scholarship for postgraduate studies, research or 
training abroad (excluding attending seminars, workshops, 
conferences) from a foreign government/organization or under any 
other scheme where cost of passage is not provided. Scheme of NOS has 
been revised in 2007-08 as Plan scheme. 15 awards would be sanctioned 
to ST students per year. 

GRANTS TO TRIBAL RESEARCH INSTITUTES: 

There are 16 Tribal Research Institutes in the States of Andhra 
Pradesh, Assam, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Karnataka, Gujarat, 
Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Orissa, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, 
West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh, Manipur and Tripura receiving Central 
Grant on 50:50 basis on plan scheme. There is one TRI located at Port 
Blair for which 100% Grant was given to A & N Islands in the year 
2000-01. It has, however, not yet started functioning. These Institutes 
are engaged in the work of providing planning inputs to the State 
Governments, conducting research and evaluation studies, and 
collection of data, conduct of training, seminars and workshops 
documentation of customary laws, setting up of tribal museum for 
exhibiting tribal artifacts. The Ministry of Tribal Affairs releases 50% 
Central Share to the State Government in favour of Tribal Research 
Institutes after receiving the proposal (in the enclosed Appendix-I) 
from the state Government keeping the state share for the Schemes 
along with utilisation certificates (In the enclosed Appendix-II). As a 
special case, this Ministry will support the proposal for construction of 
museum building because preservation of tribal culture is a part of the 
important activities of Tribal Research Institutes (TRIs). The 50% 
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Central share of the total cost for the construction of museum will be 
provided subject to the condition that State Government should keep 
50% of matching share in their budget at the first instance before 
submission of the proposal. Read More Forms for schemes of Himachal 
Pradesh Scheduled Caste Scheduled Tribe Development Corporation 
Self Employment (Swarojgar Yojna) Financing for setting up & 
expansion of Income generating avocations. 

SCHEME OF COACHING FOR SCHEDULED TRIBES : 

The Scheme was started during 4th Plan period. The last 
revision took place in the year 1998-99 in the scheme. The scheduled 
tribes coming from deprived families and disadvantaged environment 
find it difficult to compete with those coming from a socially and 
economically advantageous background. To promote a more level 
playing field, and give ST candidates a better chance to succeed in 
competitive examinations, the Ministry of Tribal Affairs supports a 
scheme for coaching for disadvantaged ST candidates in quality 
coaching institutions to enable them to appear in competitive 
examinations and succeed in obtaining an appropriate job in the 
public/private sector. Centrally Sponsored Scheme of Hostels for 
Scheduled Tribe Girls and Boys Article 16 of the Constitution enables 
the Central government to make special provisions for the socio-
economic development of the deprived sections of the society to enable 
them to share the facilities at par with the rest of the society. 
Education is the foundation for any kind of socio-economic 
development. Education of Scheduled Tribes assumes added 
importance in the sense that it elevates their social status and equips 
them with the acumen to take advantage of the emerging opportunities 
both in employment and other economic activities. While illiteracy is a 
general problem for the country cutting across caste, religion, region 
and such other barriers, its total effect on the life and status of the 
Scheduled Tribes stands out prominently as an area of national focus. 
The women among the Scheduled Tribe groups suffer from triple 
jeopardy in as much as that they suffer from social barriers as STs, 
then as females and then also as the least literate segment of the 
society. Scheme for Release of Equity Support to the National and State 
Scheduled Tribes Finance and Development Corporations. Scheme for 
Release of Equity Support to the National/ State Scheduled Tribes 
Finance and Development Corporations (STFDCs) is a continuing 
centrally sponsored scheme under which Central Government provides 
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equity support to National Scheduled Tribes Finance and Development 
Corporation (NSTFDC) under the Ministry of Tribal Affairs and State 
Scheduled Tribes Finance and Development Corporations (STFDCs) of 
various State Governments. STFDCs catering to STs in various states 
are provided assistance towards their Share Capital under the centrally 
sponsored scheme. 

SCHEME OF MARKETING OF TRIBAL PRODUCTS: 

The Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of 
India Limited (TRIFED) was established in August 1987 by the then 
Ministry of Welfare, Government ofIndia , under the Multi State 
Cooperative Societies Act 1984 (which has now been replaced by the 
Multi-State Cooperative Societies Act, 2002) . TRIFED was established 
with the basic mandate of bringing about the socio-economic 
development of tribals of the country by institutionalizing the trade of 
Minor Forest Produce (MFP) and Surplus Agriculture Produce (SAP) 
collected/cultivated by them – because tribals are heavily dependent on 
these natural products for their livelihood. But in many cases they did 
not use to get remunerative prices due to middle-men and 
unscrupulous traders exploiting the naiveté of TribalS. 

VOCATIONAL TRAINING CENTERS IN TRIBAL AREAS: 

Scheduled Tribes are the most marginalized section of the 
society, therefore to assist their socio-economic development; there is 
an imperative need to provide more employment avenues and income 
generation opportunities. It is aimed at upgrading the skills of the 
tribal youths in various traditional/modern vocations depending upon 
their educational qualification, present economic trends and the market 
potential, which would enable them to gain suitable employment or 
enable them to become self employed.  

DEVELOPMENT OF PRIMITIVE TRIBAL GROUPS: 

Among scheduled tribes, there are certain tribal communities 
who have declining or stagnant population, low level of literacy, pre-
agricultural level of technology and are economically backward. 75 such 
groups in 17 States and 1 Union Territory have been identified and 
categorized as Primitive Tribal Groups (PTGs). States/UT-wise list of 
PTGs is at Annexure. Most of these groups are small in number, have 
not attained any significant level of social and economic progress and 
generally inhabit remote localities having poor infrastructure and 
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administrative support. Therefore, they become the most vulnerable 
sections among the scheduled tribes and priority is required to be 
accorded for their protection, checking the declining trend of their 
population and their development. Such an approach may also 
strengthen the few MADA and such micro-projects in operation in our 
country. Since PTGs constitute the most vulnerable section among 
tribals and inhabit isolated, remote and difficult areas in small and 
scattered hamlets/habitats, the scheme aims at planning their socio-
economic development in a holistic manner by adopting habitat 
development approach and intervening in all spheres of their social and 
economic life, so that the quality of life of PTGs is improved and a 
visible impact is made. Scheme of Grant-In-Aid to Voluntary 
Organisations Working for the Welfare of Scheduled Tribes. The prime 
objective of the scheme is to enhance the reach of welfare schemes of 
Government and fill the gaps in service deficient tribal areas, in the 
sectors such as education, health, drinking water, agro-horticultural 
productivity, social security etc. education, health, drinking water, 
agro-horticultural productivity, social security etc. economic upliftment 
and overall development of the Scheduled Tribes (STs). Any other 
innovative activity having direct impact on the socio-economic 
development or livelihood generation of STs may also be considered 
through voluntary efforts. 

EKLAVYA MODEL RESIDENTIAL SCHOOLS FOR 
SCHEDULED TRIBE STUDENTS : 

In the context of the trend of establishing quality residential 
schools for the promotion of education in all areas and habitations in 
the country, the Eklavya Model Residential Schools (EMRS) for ST 
students take their place among the Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas, the 
Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalayas and the Kendriya Vidyalayas.  

SPECIAL CENTRAL ASSISTANCE TO TRIBAL SUB PLAN: 

The Special Central Assistance (SCA) is provided by the 
Ministry of tribal Affairs to the State Government as an additive to the 
State TSP. SCA is primarily meant for family-oriented income-
generation schemes in sectors of agriculture, horticulture, sericulture 
and animal husbandry cooperation. A part of SCA (not more than 30%) 
is also permitted to be used for development of infrastructure 
incidental to such income generating schemes.SCA is intended to be 
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additive to State Plan efforts for tribal development and forms part of 
TSP strategy.  

ESTABLISHMENT OF ASHRAM SCHOOLS IN TRIBAL SUB-
PLAN AREAS  

Objective: 

 The objective of the scheme is to provide residential schools for 
Scheduled Tribes including PTGs in an environment conducive to 
learning to increase the literacy rate among the tribal students and to 
bring them at par with other population of the country.  The scheme is 
in operation since 1990-91 and has been revised w.e.f. the financial year 
2008-09.  

SAILIENT FEATURES: 

This is a centrally sponsored scheme and is operational in the 
Tribal sub-Plan States/UT Administrations. The scheme covers 
primary, middle, secondary and senior secondary level of education. 
Under the revised scheme, State Governments are eligible for 100% 
funding for establishment of Ashram Schools (i.e. school buildings, 
hostels, kitchen and staff quarters) for girls in TSP areas and also for 
construction of Boys’ Ashram Schools in TSP areas in naxal affected 
areas (identified by Ministry of Home Affairs from time to time). The 
funding pattern for the other Boys’ ashram Schools is on 50:50 basis, 
while cent percent assistance is given to UTs for construction of both 
Girls’ and Boys’ Ashram Schools. Financial assistance on 50:50 basis is 
given for other non-recurring items of expenditure i.e. purchase of 
equipment, furniture and furnishing, purchase of few sets of books for 
a small library for use of inmates of the hostels etc 

SUGGESTIONS: 

Despite these efforts of the government and voluntary 
organizations for welfare and development of trible people, it is noticed 
that trible people have experienced very less development all over 
India. To overcome this, in trible areas every effort should be made to 
train and build up a team of their own people to do the work of 
administration as well as development. The  constant aim being to 
develop local personnel both as official functionaries and as social 
workers. 
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            नारȣ चेतना और रामदरश ͧमĮ का साǑह×य        

                                           डॉ ÏयोǓत बाला                                                                                  
संèकृत अÚयाͪपका                                                                                  

राजकȧयकÛया  ͪवɮयालय                                                      
पाãहावास (हǐरयाणा )         

शोध सं¢ेप  

            रामदरश ͧमĮ उन सभी सभी सामािजक ǾǑढ़यɉ का 
ͪवरोध करते हɇ जो नारȣ को एक ͪपजंरे Ǿपी घर मɅ बांधकर रखतɅ हɇI 
यशपाल नारȣ को èवतंğ ͪवचरण करने का भरपूर अवसर देतɅ हैI 
इसͧलए उनके उपÛयास èथलɉ पर लेखन मɅ कई èथलɉ  पर नारȣ 
èवतंğता ,नारȣ अिèमता ,नारȣ चेतना जैसे Ĥæनɉ पर अपनी मताͧभåयǓत 
दȣ है तथा वह चाहतɅ हɇ ͩक नारȣ èवावलàबी बने तथा पुǽषɉ के समान 
अͬधकार ĤाÜत करके समाज मɅ अपनी पथृक पहचान बनाएI  

             आधुǓनक  Ǒहदंȣ -साǑह×य मɅ नारȣ ,चेतना और सज[ना के 
बीचɉ-बीच खडी Ǒदखाई देती है Iपिæचम के Ĥभाव के कारण इस काल मɅ नई 
चेतना का ͪवकास हुआ IǑहदंȣ साǑह×यकारɉ ने èğी - पाğɉ के ĤǓत पूरȣ 
संवेदना के साथ उनकȧ महानता का ͬचğण ͩकया हैIऔरतɉ को लेकर ͪपछले 
50 वषɟ मɅ काफȧ काम हुआ है IवैǑदक काल नारȣ का उतकष[ काल रहा है 
,ͩकÛतु धीरे-धीरे समय चĐ के पǐरवत[न के कारण नारȣ के पराभव और 
शोषण का युग Ĥारàभ हो गया Ièğी के ĤǓत åयवèथा का रवैया Ǔनिæचत 
मानदंडɉ ,आदशɟ के  Ǔनयम åयवहारɉ से संचाͧलत होता रहा  हैI िजसमɅ èğी 
को तय कर दȣ गई भूͧमका मɅ Ǔनधा[ǐरत आदश[ आचरण संǑहता के अनुसार 
जीना है ,िजसके Ǔनधा[रण का अͬधकार शतािÞदयɉ से पुǽषɉ ने अपने पास 
सुरͯ¢त रखा है Iिजसके कारण नारȣ को आ×म -संघष[ करना पड़ता है IयǑद 
एक नारȣ अपने अिèत×व के ͧलए संघष[ करती है और अपने अͬधकारɉ कȧ 
मांग है तो उसे पǐरवार के हȣ सदèयɉ कȧ हȣ बगावत सहन करनी पड़ती है I 
èवयं नारȣ को भी यह  भय होता है ͩक कहȣं अͬधकारɉ कȧ चाह मɅ उसका 
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पǐरवार हȣ नहȣं ǒबखर जाए लेͩकन अब यह िèथǓत Ĥ×येक नारȣ कȧ नहȣं हैI 
कुछ हद तक नाǐरयां आगे बढ़ गई है, वह अपने अͬधकारɉ को  ĤाÜत करती 
है Èयɉͩक वह आज ͧशͯ¢त एवं आ×मǓनभ[र हैI 

कͪव, कहानीकार, उपÛयास लेखक समी¢क और ǓनबÛध  लेखक, उद×त 
उदार और èनेहशील èवभाव वाले रामदरश ͧमĮ जी का नाम ǑहÛदȣ साǑह×य मɅ 
बड़े हȣ सàमान के साथ जाना जाता है। इनका कहानी लेखन 1960 के बाद शुǾ 
होता है। छठे दशक मɅ जब ’नई कहानी’ का ज़ोर-शोर था, तब ͧमĮ जी ने नर-
नारȣ के संबधɉ को हȣ नहȣं बिãक नारȣ के जीवन से जुड़ी समèयाओं को अपनी 
कहाǓनयɉ मɅ Ĥèतुत ͩकया। ͧमĮ जी नɅ अपनी कहाǓनयɉ के माÚयम से नारȣ कȧ 
èवतÛğता तथा उसके अͬधकारɉ कȧ बात कȧ है।  

        अͬधकांशतः कहाǓनयɉ मɅ लेखकɉ कȧ Ǻिçट मɅ नारȣ शोषण, 
उ×पीड़न, दलहन, कुचलन तथा पराधीनता कȧ पाğ रहȣ है। यह कहना 
अǓतæयोिÈत नहȣं होगा ͩक उसे सचेत एवं जागतृ होने का अवसर कम 
कहाǓनयɉ मɅ ͧमला है, ͩकÛतु ͧमĮ जी कȧ कहाǓनयɉ मɅ नारȣ के ͪवͧभÛन 
जीवंत Ǿप Ǻिçटगत होते हɇ। ͧमĮ जी नारȣ को कǽणा कȧ देवी समझते हɇ, 
परÛतु समय व पǐरिèथǓतवश समाज के अ×याचारɉ को सहन न करने के 
ͧलए Ĥेरणा का भाव भी दशा[ते हɇ। िèğयɉ कȧ वेदना हȣ èğी ͪवमश[ कȧ 
जÛमदाğी है। यह वेदना साǑह×य मɅ हȣ नहȣं बिãक पू रे समाज कȧ िèğंयɉ 
कȧ वेदना है, जǾरत है समाज को बदलने कȧ जो िèğयɉ कȧ इस वेदना को 
समझ सके।  

 ’अकेला मन’, एक अधूरȣ कहानी, Ǒदन के साथ कहाǓनयɉ से èपçट है, 
ͩक इनके केÛġ मɅ नारȣ चǐरğ है- ’अͧभशÜत और उ×पीͫड़त नारȣ चǐरğ’। 
’सप[दंश’, ’लड़कȧ’, ’मुिÈत’, ’बसंत का Ǒदन’, ’बदͧलया’, ’एक अधूरȣ कहानी’, 
’अकेला मकान’, ’लाल हथेͧलयाँ’, ’एक भटकȧ हु ई मुलाकात’, ’पराया शहर’, ’एक 
रात पशुओं के बीच’, ’एक औरत एक िज़ंदगी’, ’आͨखरȣ ͬच͡ी’, ’अपने ͧलए’, ’वह 
औरत’, सीमा, ͧमĮ जी ɮवारा रͬचत वे कहाǓनयाँ हɇ, जो नारȣ कȧ ǓनयǓत पर 
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गàभीरता पूव[क ͪवचार करती हɇ। ͧमĮ जी ने नारȣ जीवन के दद[ को बहु त 
गहराई से उभारा है। 

’एक अधूरȣ कहानी’ कȧ Ĥमुख पाğ सुहागी को ’भउजी’ के नाम से जाना 
जाता है। भउजी के पǓत नारायण भईया तथा उनके बड़े भाई केदार दोनɉ 
ͧसगंापुर मɅ नौकरȣ करते थे। जब-जब केदार भईया वाͪपस आते हɇ, तब उनकȧ 
प×नी मर जाती है। भउजी को अपने पǓत कȧ याद सताने लगती है। धीरे-धीरे घर 
मɅ गरȣबी पैर पसारने लगती है। वह अपने हȣ घर मɅ आने वाले सुÛदर को, जो 
उसके पǓत का दोèत था, उसके साथ भाग कर चलȣ जाती है। वहाँ सुÛदर का 
दोèत कलपू उसकȧ इóज़त लूटना चाहता है, तो भउजी उसकȧ ह×या कर देती है, 
तथा जेल कȧ èज़ा काटकर िज़दंगी भर संघष[करतीहै। 
’आͨखरȣ ͬच͡ी’ मɅ पाǐरवाǐरक ǐरæतɉ के खोखलेपन तथा उससे उपजे नारȣ जीवन 
के ğासदȣ का ͪवæलेषण दͧश[त होता है। कहानी कȧ Ĥमुख पाğा Ĥभा के ͪपता 
पुͧलस मɅ नौकरȣ करते हɇ, लेͩकन डाकुओं के ͬगरोह का मुकाबला करते-करते 
वीरगǓत को ĤाÜत करते हɇ। बाद मɅ वह अपने भाईयɉ से Ǔतरèकार तथा ससुराल 
मɅ पǓत कȧ उपे¢ा कȧ ͧशकार Ĥभा अपनी बेटȣ को छोड़कर जीवन से हार मान 
लेती है, तथा अपनी बातɉ को ͪवनोद भैáया (वÈता) के सामने ͬच͡ी के Ǿप मɅ 
कहती जाती है। 

’सीमा’ कहानी कȧ नाǓयका पैरɉ से ͪवकलांग होती हु ई, अपनी मा ँतथा 
समाज मɅ हाèय का पाğ बनती हु ई अपना जीवन ǒबताती है। ͧमस कुमुद कहती 
है, "Èयɉ हʠसती है रे लंगड़ी? मɇ सब समझती हू ँ कमबÉत सीढ़ȣ के पास बैठȤ 
सबका चलना पहनना Ǔनहारा करती है। वह चाहती है, सभी लोग लंगड़े होकर 
बैठ जाएँ।" लेͩकन सीमा लोगɉ के ताने सुनकर भी ͪवरोध नहȣं करती बिãक 
साहस व धैय[ से उस अपंगता को नकार कर जीवन को खुशहाल बनाती है। 

डॉ. रामदेव शुÈल ने ͧलखा है- ‘’रामदरश ͧमĮ कȧ कथा-ͪवरासत इतनी 
समƨृ है, ͩक उसमɅ न तो कथानक का अभाव है, न यथाथ[ के ĤǓत अलग से 
ͩकसी समझदारȣ के ͪवकास कȧ आवæयकता है। वह जन-चेतना का अ¢य Ĥवाह 
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है, िजसमɅ अयथाथ[ अपने आप बाहर फɅ क Ǒदया जाता है।1.यहȣ एक रचनाकार 
कȧ उपलिÞध है। 

"लाल हथेͧलयाँ" कहानी मɅ, सुभाष सु ंदरता कȧ चाह मɅ अपनी प×नी से 
ͪवरÈत हो जाता है तथा Ïयो×सना मेहता, जो एक पैसे वाले कȧ बेटȣ है, उससे 
Üयार कर बैठता है। जब Ïयो×सना तथा सुभाष के आपसी Üयार का पता चलता 
है, तो वह Ǒदल का दौरा पड़ने से èवग[ ͧसधार जाती है। सुभाष Ïयो×सना से 
शादȣ कर लेता है, लेͩकन Ïयो×सना से संबंध बनाकर लाल हथेͧलयɉ व खुरदरȣ 
हथेलȣ वालȣ ममता मɅ अÛतर समझ पाता है ͩक खुरदरȣ हथेͧलयाँ लाल हथेͧलयɉ 
से कहȣ ंअͬधक अपनापन उड़ेल सकती हɇ। इस कहानी मɅ èवाथ[ संकुल पुǽष कȧ 
मानͧसकता को दशा[या गया है। 

िजस तरह सामाÛय जन कȧ प¢धरता का ͪवषय ͧमĮ जी कȧ कहाǓनयɉ 
मɅ बराबर ͧमलता है, उसी तरह नारȣ के उ×पीड़न के ĤǓत वे बराबर ¢ुÞध और 
Đुƨ Ǒदखाई देते हɇ। अनेक दावɉ तथा सुधारɉ के बावजूद भी नारȣ कȧ िèथǓत 
आज दयनीय है। ’बेला’, मर गई, Ĥती¢ा, एक औरत एक िज़दंगी, मुिÈत, एक 
अधूरȣ कहानी, अतीत का ͪवष, आͨखरȣ ͬच͡ी, अकेला मकान और लड़कȧ जैसी 
कहाǓनयाँ नारȣ से जुड़े अनमेल ͪववाह, देह åयापार, Įम कȧ ͪववशता, देहभोग कȧ 
लालसा आǑद समèयाओं को दशा[ती हɇ। 

’मुिÈत’ कहानी मɅ जवान बेǑटयाँ èवाथȸ ͪपता के उस कारागार के मुÈत 
होने के ͧलए फड़फड़ाती है। यह ͧमĮ जी कȧ सबसे बड़ी ͪवशेषता और 
कला×मकता है जो सामािजक मूãयɉ को गǓत Ĥदान करती है। आज नारȣ के मन 
मɅ अनेक Ĥæन उठते हɇ, Èया नारȣ का धम[ अͬधकारȣ पुǽष अͬधकृत प×नी बनकर 
रहना है? Èया सारे Ǔनयम बंधन èğी के ͧलए है? पुǽष परम èवतÛğ है? Èया 
सारे समाज मɅ पुǽष के अनाचार को अनदेखा ͩकया जाता है? Èया नारȣ को हȣ 
सब कुछ सहन करना होता है? ͧमĮ जी ने इस कटु यथाथ[ को èवीकार ͩकया है, 
Èयɉͩकः- 

ͪवशैलः कामǺतȾ व गुणवा[ पǐरवािज[तः 
उपचय[ः िèğयासाÚÈया सतत देववत ्पǓतः (2 
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अथा[त पǓत चाहे शीलरǑहत हो, कामपूण[ हो या अवगणु युÈत हो-कैसा 

भी Èयɉ न हो, èğी के ɮवारा उसकȧ सेवा सदा देवता तुãय होनी चाǑहए। 

ͧमĮ जी कȧ कहाǓनयɉ का संसार Ĥमुख Ǿप से सामािजक यथाथ[ से 
जुड़ा हुआ है, ͩकÛतु यथाथ[ के ͪवͧभÛन आयाम होने के कारण मुÉय Ǿप से 
आͬथ[क और सामािजक ¢ेğ हȣ मह×वपूण[ है। नारȣ एक नदȣ के समान है, जो 
ǓनरÛतर बाधाओं के आने पर भी बहती रहती है, तथा कभी मंद नहȣं पड़ती है। 
इÛहȣं गुणɉ के कारण नारȣ समाज मɅ अपने अिèत×व को मज़बूती Ĥदान करती 
है। ’एक भटकȧ हु ई मुलाकात’ कहानी मɅ पǓत-प×नी के तलाक़ जैसी समèया को 
उजागर ͩकया है। यह कहानी एक माँ के संघष[ कȧ कहानी है, जो अपने बÍचे को 
ĤाÜत करने के ͧलए अथक Ĥयास करती है तथा अपने पǓत से अलग होकर बÍचे 
कȧ परवǐरश कȧ िज़àमेदारȣ ख़ुद उठाना चाहती है। 

ͧमĮ जी ने अपनी आ×मकथा मɅ - नारȣ यातना कȧ अनुभूǓत ने मुझे 
कुछ ऐसा झकझोरा था, ͩक बेटȣ कȧ ͪवदाई का गीत सुनते-सुनते मɇ रोने लगा 
था।3 

ͧमĮ जी ने अपनी कहाǓनयɉ के माÚयम से त×कालȣन सामािजक और 
आͬथ[क åयवèथा कȧ ओर Ǻिçट डालȣ है। उनकȧ अÍछाईयɉ ओर बुराईयɉ कȧ ओर 
Úयान आकͪष[त ͩकया है। इÛहɉने कहाǓनयɉ मɅ समाज के यथाथ[ Ǿप का वण[न 
ͩकया है। ͧमĮ जी मानते हɇ ͩक पǐरवार से हȣ समाज़ बनता है। समाज़ मɅ हर 
समय कुछ न कुछ पǐरवत[न होते हȣ रहते हɇ, िजसके फलèवǾप उसके 
åयिÈत×व, सàबÛध तथा सामािजक िèथǓत मɅ बहु त से दोष पनपने लगते हɇ। 
ͧमĮ जी ने अपने जीवन मɅ आए åयिÈतयɉ के Ĥसंगɉ के माÚयम से इस 
पǐरवत[न को सजीवता से शÞदबƨ ͩकया है। इÛहɉने मनुçय के मन मɅ आए 
ͪवकारɉ के साथ-साथ दूͪ षत समाज åयवèथा मɅ ͪवशेषकर नारȣ के साथ होने वाले 
भेदभाव को Ĥèतुत ͩकया है। 

ͧमĮ जी कȧ कहाǓनयɉ मɅ èğी चǐरğɉ के मुÉयतः दो Ǿप देखने मɅ आते 
है िजनमɅ पहला Ǿप उन èğी चǐरğɉ को है। जो हमारे अतीत के गौरव समान 
आदशȾ, धम[ संèकृǓत, परमपराओं और रȣǓत ǐरवाजɉ कȧ माÛयताओं को लेकर 
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चलती है और दसूरा Ǿप वे है जो इन सब का ͪवरोध करती है। ͧमĮ जी कȧ 
चेतना तथा यथाथ[ कȧ Ǻिçट इतनी पैनी है ͩक èवानुभूǓत से मानव जीवन मɅ 
åयाÜत मूãयɉ कȧ परानभूुǓत होती है। इसͧलए ͧमĮ जी ने अपनी कहाǓनयɉ के 
माÚयम से सामािजक मूãयɉ को अंͩकत ͩकया है। इÛहɉने नारȣ पाğ चाहे वह 
शहरȣ हɇ या ͩफर Ēामीण दोनɉ कȧ हȣ संवेदना को उजागर ͩकया है अतः पाğɉ के 
चǐरğ से कथावèतु का Ĥारàभ, ͪवकास और अतं होता है। इसͧलए चǐरğ कहानी 
का संजीव संचालक बनकर कहानी मɅ èवैिÍछक गǓत से रमता चला जाता है। 

इस Ĥकार िèğयɉ कȧ वेदना हȣ नारȣ मुिÈत कȧ जÛमदाğी है। यह वेदना पूरे 
समाज कȧ िèğयɉ कȧ वेदना है। ज़Ǿरत है समाज़ को बदलने कȧ जो िèğयɉ कȧ 
इस वेदना को समझ सके। ͧमĮ जी ने इसी वेदना को अपनी कहाǓनयɉ मɅ उकेरा 
है, िजÛहɅ पढ़कर िèğयɉ कȧ इस वेदना को समझा जाए तथा उÛहɅ पुǽषɉ के 
समान भागीदारȣ दȣ जा सके। ͧमĮ जी एक ऐसे साǑह×यकार रहɅ है िजÛहɉने 
अपनी रचनाओं से Ǒहदंȣ जगत मɅ अपनी पहचान बनाई हैI आधुǓनक Ǻिçटकोण 
से पǐरपूण[ उनकȧ रचनायɅ समाज मɅ फैलȣ बुराइयɉ को दरू करने का Ĥयास करती 
हैI उÛहɉने न केवल नारȣ जीवन कȧ ğासदȣ को पाठकɉ  के सम¢ Ĥèतुत ͩकया 
है अͪपतु उन ğासǑदयɉ को दरू करने का भी Ĥयास ͩकया हैI 
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Literature, in a way, may be said to be an explicit record of 

human spirit. Through the perceptive and analytic mind of the creative 
writers, literature documents what is happening in human life, society 
and human relationships. Not only reflecting accepted patterns of 
thought, feeling and action, including patterns of experiences and 
society unconscious assumptions, literature also innovates giving 
expressions to emerging themes. Ever since man goes in for literary 
documentation, social history has not lacked vital inputs. In fact, for 

almost all the historical details of the ancient part, our most reliable 
sources, the Vaid and the Odysseyey, the Ramayana, the Mahabharata, 
the Chilappadikaram and Manimekatalal are precious treasures that 
mirror the Greek, Aryan and Dravidians past with great accuracy.  

They are all intensely human documents that reveal 
significantly about human relationship. The fraternal love between 
Rama and his three brothers. The righteous anger of wifely chastity in 
Kannagi are all familiar instances. At the same time, these ancient 
works do not project just one-rided positive view of the human 
relationships. We are given clear picture of the adulterious relationship 
between Paris and Helen, the fratricidal war between the Pandavas and 
the Kauravas, the tragedy of faithless Sali, mother of Aaputhran. 
Indeed, if we wish to have a total view of family relationships then and 
now, we must go to the classics.  

These literary works offer a deep insight into the culture of their 

times. Literature reflects not only the social reality but also shapes the 
complex ways in which men and women organize themselves, their 
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interpersonal relationships and their perception of the socio-cultural 
reality.  

The attitude of the author towards men and women portrayed 
by him in his works and the attitude of the characters, male and female 
to one another highlight the gender relationships as well as the 
author’s attitude towards these relationships. The author explores and 
examines the relationships of man with his fellow men, vis-a-vis the 
social forces at work around him in all their boundering complexity. 
The process of examinations covers the entire gameet of human 
experience, the most significant being the man – woman relationships. 

One of the earliest novels, an off-shoot of the impact of English 
stories is Chanda Menon’s Malayalam novel. In dulekha published in 
18888. It was a proferred adaptation of the victorian novel, Dirradi’s 
Henrictta temple. But the man-woman relationships, one of the staples 
of the English novel, presented a serious problem to Chanda Menon 
who lived in a society bound by extremely restrictive conventions of 

marriage. It was a period when girls were married off by their parents 
at a rather early age, there was little scope for romantic pre-marital 
love of the kind depicted in the English novels being read by English – 
educated. Indians Indulekha depicts romantic love in a contemporary 
situation between two young persons – Indulekha and Mahavan, and 
ends in a marriage after some obstacles. In any care, Chanda Menon 
achieved his purpose in presenting in Malayalam a realistic novels after 
the English fatheon. 

Indian novalists have dealt with family relationships have dealt 
with family relationship with high seriousness because the traditional 
heritage of India gives great importance to the family unit. They do not 
shy away from experimenting with any shade of human experience. 
They have extensively dealt with the theme of man-women 
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relationships  which has a great historical, sociological and cultural 
significance. 

Fiction written during the last three decades provide a glimpre 
into female psyche and deals with the full range of female experience. 
The Indian society which had been so conventional and tradition bound 
could not remain impervious to the new forces that had started slowly 
influencing through education and social awareness. This brought 
about a change in the prevalent attitudes and beliefs and accelerated a 
tendency which favored a new order in place of the old one. In fact, 
modern literature is making attempts at redressing the age – old 
imbalance, at creating and reflecting a new social order which no longer 
wishes to downgrade women but rather considers them autonomous 
and transcendent. Fiction is seriously concerned with changing 
perceptions of man-women relationship. 

In family in India, during the last few decades, has been under a 
process of social change, thus substantially affecting man-women 

relationship. The social change is marked in the Indian society at large 
it has touched the fringes of the family and his interaction has brought 
a significant change in the structure and various relationships in a 
family unit. There is a conspicuous change in the spheres of roles and 
values. From the sociological point of view, the role of husband – wife is 
the principal component in the family context that has undergone a 
vital change due to growing enlightenment and the movement for 
emancipation of women. In this regard, literature has played a sterling 
role in raising the ‘readers’ consciousness. In various forms, it has 
provided a glimpre intro female psyche and dealt with the full range of 
female experience. It portrays, without inhibitions, the new women 
who refuses to play a second fiddle to her husband in various walks of 
life. 
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Changes in the socio-economic conditions have change our 

partriarchal attitude to gender and this contemporary change is 

reflected. In literature too. Indian writers, in their works, present an 
image of women which is totally difference from the image of the past, 
according to which women was viewed as can evil counterfeit, ‘a weak 
vassal’ while women has consolidated her position, she refuses to 
submit to her husband in a service manner. This has led the creative 
writers to re-define the husband -  wife equation, as is depicted in a 
large segment of contemporary Indian fiction. 

References 

 Bidwai, Praful. 1992. “Heaven Can Wait”. in The Times of India 16 

February 1992. Vol.4 

 Cohen, Ralph (Ed.). “The Mirror and The Vamp” in The Future of 
Literary Theory. New York : Raethage and Kagan Paul. pp. 145-54.  

 Charles, Cooley. 1958. Social Consciousness. P. 368 quoted in 
Pendharinath H. Prabhu Hindu Social Organisation : A Study in 
Socio- Psychological and Ideological Foundations. Bombay : 
Popular. 

 De, Shobha. 1989. Socialite Evenings. New Delhi : Penguin. 

 De, Shobha. 1991. Starry Nights. New Delhi : Penguin. 

 De, Shobha. 1992. Strange Obsession. New Delhi : Penguin. 

 De, Shobha. 1992. Sisters. New Delhi : Penguin. 

 De, Shobha. 1994. Sultry Days. New Delhi : Penguin. 

 De, Shobha. 1995. Snapshots. New Delhi : Penguin. 

 De, Shobha. 1996. Second Thoughts. New Delhi : Penguin. 

 Hite, Shere. 1987. The Hete Report : A Nationwide Study of Female 

Sexuality. New York : Dell. P. 409. 

www.ijmer.in 69



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF MULTIDISCIPLINARY EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH 

ISSN : 2277-7881; IMPACT FACTOR – 4.527; IC VALUE:5.16; ISI VALUE:2.286 
VOLUME 6, ISSUE 5(4), MAY  2017   

 

 
 

HISTORICAL ASPECTS OF SATI IN ANCIENT INDIA 

Dr.Sanmathi Kumar 
Associate Professor 

Dept. of History 
ALVA’s College  
Moodbidri, D.K 
 

Abstract:                  

Sati or suttee is derived from the name of the goddess sati who 
self immolated because she was unable to bear her father Daksh’s 
humiliation to her husband Shiva. The original meaning of the Sanskrit 
word sati was simply faithful wife only later was the term applied 
specifically to the women who immolated herself. In any case it never 

referred to the rite or custom of widow burning. The problem of the 
origin of sati and its continuance is closely linked with the history of 
marriage and family system. The immolation of the wife on the death of 
the husband originated in the patriarchal marriage system, which was 
not the concern of individuals but of the clan or family or the class 
divided society as a whole. During early Vedic period women’s enjoys 
respectable position in the society and later sati practice was started in 
which a widow had to lie beside her husband’s pyre come into vogue. 
For a historical study of the position of women in the Indian texts is to 
look at the institution of matriarchy and patriarchy in the context of 
the modes of subsistence pursued by the people.                                                                              

Keywords: Sati, Marriage, Widow,  Institution, Women.   

INTRODUCTION:  

Sati is an archaic funeral custom where a widow immolated herself on 
her husband’s pyre, or committed suicide in another fashion shortly 
after her husband’s death. Sati or suttee is derived from the name of 
the goddess sati, who self immolated because she was unable to bear 
her father Daksha’s humiliation to her husband Shiva. The term sati 
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was originally interpreted as “chaste women”. Sati appears in Hindi 
and Sanskrit texts, where it is synonymous with “good wife”. The term 

suttee was commonly used by Anglo- Indian writers. Sati designates 
therefore originally the women, rather than the rite itself having 
technical names such as sahagamana or sahamarana. Anvahorana is 
occasionally met, as well as satidahana as terms to designate the 
process. Satipratha is also used as a term signifying the custom of 
burning widows alive. Two other terms closely connected to sati are 
sativrata and satimata. Sativrata denotes the women who, after 
husband’s death has made the formal vow, vrata to burn herself on his 
pyre. After her death on the pyre, she achieves the venerated status as 
a satimata. 

Origin: The earlier historian Anant Sadashiva Altekar, in his “The 

position of women in Hindu civilization from prehistoric times to the 
present day” (1938) held the position that the Vedic age saw an active 
discontinuation of pre- historic burning of widows, on basis that a 1000 
B.C. funerary custom describes that of symbolic sati, where the widow 
lies down by her deceased husband, but is than bidden to rise again, to 

enjoy the bliss of children and wealth remaining for her. According to 
Altekar, there is no mention of actual sati in the period of Brahmana 
literature and the later Grhyusutras, roughly composed 600 B.C. on a 
number of rituals, but sati is not described or mentioned. In fact what 
is written about funeral custom is that the widow is brought back from 
the funeral pyre, typically by a trusted servant. Altekar thinks it is 
significant that Gauthama Buddha, who castigated customs of animal 
sacrifice and other customs where pain was inflicted, is entirely silent 
about burning women alive. Altekar takes these elements as proofs that 
burning widows alive had long ago died out as a practice. The authors 
of the Dharmasutras or Yajnavalkya say nothing about it being 
commendable to burn a widow alive on her husband’s funeral pyre. 
Although we have late fourth century B.C. evidence from Greek 

www.ijmer.in 71



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF MULTIDISCIPLINARY EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH 

ISSN : 2277-7881; IMPACT FACTOR – 4.527; IC VALUE:5.16; ISI VALUE:2.286 
VOLUME 6, ISSUE 5(4), MAY  2017   

 

 
 

authors and the Mahabarata fir the existence of the custom of sati, 
Altekar thinks it did not really begin to grow in popularity before 400 

B.C.by the manner of which it is infrequently mentioned in the puranas 
of that time. 

There are different theories about the origins of sati. One theory says 
that sati was introduced to prevent wives from poisoning their wealthy 
husbands and marry their real lovers. Other theory says that sati began 
with a jealous queen who heard that dead kings were welcomed in 
heaven by hundreds of beautiful women, called Apsaras. Therefore 
when her husband died, she demanded to be burnt on her dead 
husband’s pyre and so to arrive with him to heaven and that’s way to 
prevent the Apasars from consorting with her husband. 

Sati as an Indian Custom: Sati is considered as an Indian custom or 

a Hindu custom it was practiced all over India by all Hindus but only 
among certain communities of India. On the other hand, sacrificing the 
widow in her dead husband’s funeral or pyre was not unique only to 
India. In many ancient communities it was an acceptable feature. This 
custom was prevalent among Egyptians, Greeks, Goths, Scythians and 

others. Among these communities it was a custom to bury the dead 
body king with his mistresses or wives, servants and other things so 
that they could continue to serve him in the next world. 

Sati –the burning of the Widow: Sati is described as a Hindu 

custom in India in which the widow was burnt to ashes on her dead 
husband’s pyre. Basically the custom of sati was believed to be a 
voluntary Hindu act in which women voluntary decides to end her life 
with her husband after his death. But there are many incidences in 
which the women were forced to commit sati, sometimes even dragged 
against her wish to the lighted pyre. Though sati is considered a Hindu 
custom the women known as sati in Hindu religious literature did not 
commit suicide on their dead husband’s pyre. The first women known 
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sati was the consort of Lord Shiva. She burnt herself in fire as protest 
against her father who did not give her consort Shiva the respect she 

thought he deserved, while burning herself she prayed to reborn again 
as the new consort of Shiva, which she became and her name in the 
new incarnation was Parvati. 

Another famous woman in Hindu literature titled sati was Savitri. 
When Savitri’s husband Satyavan died the Lord of death, Yama arrived 
to take his soul. Savitri begged Yama to restore Satyavan and take her 
life instead, which he could not do so. So Savitri followed Yama a long 
way. After a long way in which Yama noticed that Savitri was losing 
her strength but she was still following him and her dead husband. 
Yama offered Savitri a boon, anything other than her husband’s life. 
Savitri asked to have children from Satyavan. In order to give Savitri 
her boon, Lord Yama had no choice but to restore Satyavan to life and 
so Savithri gained her husband back. 

These two women along with other women in Hindu mythology who 

were exceptionally devoted to their husband symbolized the truthful 
Indian wife who would do everything for their husband and they named 
sati. The meaning of the word sati is righteous. But as written as 
earlier the named sati, in Hindu religious literature, did not commit 
suicide on their dead husband’s pyre. Therefore the custom of burning 
the widow on her dead husband’s pyre probably did not evolve from 
religious background but from social background. 

Religious texts records in Indian History: The Brahmana 

literature, holy commentaries on the ancient Vedic texts, dated 1000 
B.C. are entirely silent about sati. Similarly the Grhiya sutras a body of 
text devoted to ritual with composition date about the time of the 
youngest with in Brahmana literature sati is not mentioned. In the 
Taittiriya aranyaka from about the same time it is said that when 
leaving, the widow took from her husband’s side such objects as his 
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bow, gold and jewels which previously would have been burnt with him 
and a hope expressed that the widow and her relatives would lead a 

happy and prosperous life after words. According to Altekar, it is clear 
that the custom of actual widow burning had died out a long time 
previously at this stage. Thus in none of the principal religious texts 
believed composed before the Common Era is there any evidence at all 
for a sanctioning of the practice of sati. It is wholly unmentioned, 
although the archaic Atharva Veda do contain hints of a funeral 
practice of sati. 

Valmiki Ramayana: The oldest portion of the epic Ramayana says 

that no instances of sati occur in the earliest archaic part of the whole 
Ramayana. According to R.S. Sharma, there is no conclusive evidence of 
the sati practice in the Ramayana. For instance Tara, Mandodari and 
the widows of Ravana, all live after their respective husband’s deaths, 
though all of them announce their wish to die while lamenting for their 
husbands. The first two remarry their brother-in-law. The only 
instance of sati appears in the Uttara Kanda- believed to be a later 
addition to the original text in which Kushadhwaja’s wife performs sati. 

The Telugu adaptation of the Ramayana tells that Sulochana wife of 
Indrajit become sati on his funeral pyre. 

Mahabharata: The instances of sati in the Mahabharata Madri the 

second wife of Pandu, immolate herself. She believes she is responsible 
for his death, as he had been cursed with death if he ever had 
intercourse. He died while performing the forbidden act with Madri, 
she blamed herself for not rejecting him, as she knew of the curse. In 
the case of Madri the entire assembly of sages sought to dissuade her 
from act, and no religious merit is attached to the fate she chooses 
against all advice. In the Musala parvan of the Mahabharata the 4 
wives of Vasudeva are said to commit sati. After Krishans death 5 wives 
choose to burn themselves. Against these examples within the 
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Mahabharata there are scores of instances in the same epic of widows 
who do not commit sati, none of them blamed for not doing so. 

Historical Aspects of Sati: The problem of the origin of sati and its 

continuance is closely link with the history of marriage and family 
system. The immolation of the wife on the death of the husband 
originated in the patriarchal marriage system,  which was not the 
concern of individuals but of the clan or the family or the class-divided 
society as a whole.  Hence in order to understand the dimensions of sati 
it is necessary to comprehend the nature of the social system gave rise 
to it.  We have contradictory mentalities and attitudes towards women 
in ancient texts to enable us to argue of both the higher and lower 
status of women. The relevant passages are shifted on balance it would 
be more than clear that gender discrimination loomed large and that 
generally women were placed in a position of utter subjection. In many 
passages women are idealized as Laksmi and placed on a high pedestal, 
but these statements do not mean such. We may pick instances of 
individual women who were educated and who could successfully take 
part in theological disputations. But the ideology which tries to elevate 

women to higher position in relation to men is certainly a very weak 
trend in our ancient social philosophy. At best it only shoes the desire 
of some people to improve the position of women, but this desire is 
never fulfilled. 

Earliest Records: From reliable records exist of the practice before 

the time of the Gupta Empire, approximately 400 A.D. after about this 
time, instances of sati began to be marked by inscribed memorial 
stones. In India, the earliest of these memorial stones are found in 
Sagar (M.P) the largest collections date from several centuries later are 
found in Rajasthan. According to the Greek geographer Strabo, 
Aristobulus of Cassandreia, a Greek historian who traveled to India 
with the expedition of Alexander the Great, recorded that he had heard 
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that among certain tribes widows were glad to burn along with their 
husbands. Those who declined to die were disgraced. 

Standard Procedures of Traditional Sati: The act of sati is said to 

exist voluntarily, from the existing accounts, many of these acts did 
indeed occur voluntarily. The act may have been expected of widows in 
some communities and the extent to which social pressures or 
expectations constitute compulsion has been much debated in modern 
times. However there were also instances where the wish of the widow 
to commit sati was not welcomed by others and where efforts were 
made to prevent the death. Accounts describe numerous variants in the 
sati ritual. The majority of accounts describe woman seated or lying 
down on the funeral pyre beside her dead husband. Many other 
accounts describe woman walking or jumping into the flames after the 
fire had been lit, and some describe women seating themselves on the 
funeral pyre and then lighting it themselves. 

Symbolic Sati: There have been accounts of symbolic sati in Hindu 

communities. A widow lies down next to her dead husband and certain 
parts of both the marriage ceremony and the funeral ceremonies are 
enacted, but without her death. An example in Tamil Sri Lanka is 
attested from modern times. Although this form of symbolic sati has 

contemporary evidence, it should by no means be regarded as modern 
invention.  For example, the ancient and sacred Atharva Veda, one of 
the four Vedas, believed to have been composed around 1000 B.C. 
describes a funerary ritual where the widow lies down by her deceased 
husband, but is then asked to descend, to enjoy the blessing from the 
children and wealth left to her. 

Sati in India:  In India, the Laws of Manu, compiled around 200 CE 

declared that a Hindu widow was to remain sati, a Sanskrit word that 
was interpreted to mean chaste or pure, and was not to remarry, while 
a Hindu widow was permitted to marry again. Gradually the word sati 
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was used to designate the ritual of self- immolation or self sacrifice by a 
Hindu widow on her husband’s pyre. Through her self –sacrifice a 

widow remained pure and demonstrated her everlasting devotion to her 
husband. Thus sati a word that Europeans frequently transliterated as 
suttee came to mean both the practice of self- immolation and the 
Hindu widow who died by this ritual. Such a widow was thought to 
become a goddess and to bring auspiciousness or good fortune to her 
birth and marital families. Her cremation site was also marked by a 
commemorative stone or temple and became a pilgrimage site for 
devotees seeking divine favors. Although it was never widespread, sati 
as self- immolation became and remains a potent source for stereotypes 
of Indian society as ridden with exotic and superstitious religious 
injunctions and for images of Hindu women as oppressed. 

In India man’s domination over woman and the idea of treating her as 
a chattel becomes prominent in early medieval times when we have 
feudal developments. This idea eventually gives rise to sati system and 

leads to its spread. In India sati developed as a regular practice among 
the Rajput families. 

Conclusion: It is needless to add that Indian society was basically a 

patriarchal society. With the growth of a strong sense of private 
property in land about which we have detailed provisions in the 
Dharma shastras and also with the provisions for the inheritance of 
land through the male line a situation was created in which chastity of 
women came to be considered far more important than that of man. 
Virgin land was considered to be suitable for gift to a brahmana, 
similarly only a virgin woman was held fit for marriage or kanyadana. 
Once a woman was married it was expected of her that she must 
remain faithful to her husband throughout life and after his death. This 
kind of idea about the chastity and loyalty of women developed as an 
autonomous force in society. Consequently women themselves came to 
believe in the religious merits that would accrue to them as a result of 
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burning themselves with their husband’s dead bodies. So it appears 
that the practice of sati was not only the eventual product of a class-

divided property- based patriarchal society in militant communities but 
also the result of a deeply entrenched idea that the suicide ritual would 
confer great religious merit on widows. Raja Ram Mohan Roy started 
the agitation for the abolition of sati in the first quarter of the 
nineteenth century he collected numerous texts to prove that the 
practice was not in vogue in earliest times in India. Sati could be 
removed by the task of social and ideological action. The structure of 
the society in which women were placed in the same category needed a 
radical change. The historical aspects of sati in ancient Indian society 
are highlighted in this research paper. For a historical study of the 
position of women in the Indian texts is to look at the institution of 
matriarchy and patriarchy in the context of the modes of subsistence 
pursued by the people. 
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 Abstract 

Establishment of WIPO(World Intellectual Property 

Organization) is a landmark event in the history of promotion & 
protection of intellectual propertyrights at global level. The 
convection establishing WIPO was signed at Stockholm on 14th 
July, 1967. The WIPO has been designated as specialized body 
of United Nations. It also acts as a complimentary body with 
WTO (World Trade Organisation)in so far as promotion and 
protection of intellectual property right is concerned. The Head 
Quarter of WIPO is at Geneva.The main objective of WIPO can 
be summarised as under – 

(i) To promote the protection of intellectual property throughout 
the world through co-operation among states & where 
appropriate, in collaboration with any international 
organization; 

(ii) To harmonize national intellectual property legislation and 
procedures; 

(iii) To provide services for international applications of intellectual 
property rights; 

(iv) To exchange information on intellectual property; 

(v) To provide legal &technical assistance to developing & other 
countries; 
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(vi) To facilitate the resolution of private intellectualproperty 

disputes and 

(vii) To marshal information technology as a tool for storing, 
accessing & using valuable intellectual property information. 

Here, an attempt has been made to analye the role of WIPO in 
globalizing thelegal regime of Intellectual Property Rights. 

Keywords: Intellectual, organization, instrument, harmonize, 

facilitate.   

Introduction 

 For performing its functions & programmes smoothly & 
systematically, WIPO has the following four organs –  

(i) General Assembly, consisting of the states, party to the 
convention establishing WIPO which are the Unions (i.e., 
Paris Union, 1883; Berne Union, 1886); 

(ii) Conference, consisting of the states, party to the convention, 
whether they are members or not of any Union; 

(iii) Co-ordination Committee, consisting of the states, party to 
the Convention which are members of the Executive 
Committee of the Paris Union or of Berne Union or both and 

(iv) International Bureau, being the Secretariat of the 

organization. 

Membership of WIPO is open to any state which is a member of 
any Union, i.e.,either Paris Union, 1883 or Berna Union, 1886. Even if 
it is not a member of Union, a nation can become a member of WIPO, if 
it is a member of United Nations or other specialized agencies. WIPO 
has currently 189 member states. India is also a member of WIPO.  
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Objective(s) 

The main objective of the study is to analyze the role of WIPO in 
globalizing the legal regime of Intellectual Property Rights. 

Methodology 

The study is an analytical one, based on secondary data which 

have been collected from books, internet etc. 

Discussion on the topic 

The main functions of WIPO through its various Organs are as 
under – 

(i)  To promote the development of measures designed to facilitate 
the efficient protection of intellectual property rights 
throughout the world & to harmonize the national legislations 
in the field; 

(ii) To perform the administrative tasks of the Paris Union, the 
special unions established in relation with the Union and the 
Berne Union; 

(iii) To encourage the conclusion of international agreement 
designed to promote the protection of intellectual property; 

(iv) To offer its co-operation to states resulting legal technical 
assistance in the field of intellectual property; 

(v) To maintain services facilitating the international protection of 
intellectual property & wherever appropriate, provide for 

registration in this field & the publication of data concerning 
the registration etc. 

  The programmesof WIPO are designed to provide - 
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i) Advice & expertise in the revision of national legislation, 

particularly important for those WIPO member states with 

obligations under the TRIPs agreement; 

ii) Comprehensive education & training programmes at national & 
regional levels for official dealing with intellectual property & 
including those concerned with enforcement; for traditional & 
new groups of users, on the value of intellectual property and 
how to create their own economic assets through better use of 
the intellectual property system; 

iii) Extensive computerization assistance to help developing 
countries in acquiring information technology resources (both in 
human & material terms) to streamline administrative 
procedures for managing & administering their own intellectual 
property resources and to participate in WIPO, global 
information network ; 

iv) Financial assistance to facilitate participation in WIPO activities 

& meetings, especially those concerned with the progressive 
development of new international norms & practices; 

Further, WIPO carries out a special programme to 
promote, in the developing countries, the collective management 
of copyright, for the increased benefit of creators, such as 
authors, composers & artists. A special unit looks after the least- 
developed countries, which require special attention and 
assistance so that they too can avail the benefits of intellectual 
property. 

A fundamental & enduring part of WIPO’s activities in 
promoting the protection of intellectual property is the 
progressive development & application of international norms & 
standards. The organization currently administers 26 treaties 
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that set out internationally agreed rights and common 
standards for their protection that the states which sign them 

agree to apply within their own territories. 

In September 1999, WIPO adapted the Digital agenda – a work 
programme for the organization over the coming years in response to 
the confluence of the internet digital technologies and the intellectual 
property system. The organization is formulating appropriate responses 
that will encourage dissemination and use of intellectual property, such 
as music, films, trade identifiers and knowledge on the internet as well 
as ensure protection of the rights of their creators and owners. 

Conclusion  

 WIPO believes that the human capital of developing countries is 
key to their realizing the full benefits of the national and international 
intellectual property system. The WIPO Worldwide Academy helps to 
develop those human resources for policy advisors, development 
managers and other target groups. Its activities include— 

(i) Programmes for evolution of new training and teaching 
techniques; 

(ii) Distance learning centre using internet facilities; 

(iii)     Client specific learning modules and materials; 

(iv)  Use of modern public access media to disseminate knowledge of 
intellectual property. 
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Abstract  

 

Historical knowledge, as an essential and integral part of the 
evolving knowledge society, must be used with proper care and plans, 
for History also may be used to Unite as well as Divide people.  United, 
we flourish; Divided, we perish.   A real knowledge society which is 
thoughtful and rational is expected to have the intellectual competency 
to rise above past prejudices which may hinder the progress of people.  

In the globalized environment, subjects of study with focus on total 
quality and applied aspects alone can survive and thrive.  In the present 
paper, an attempt has been made to stress the point that history as a 
social science has the scope and potential to offer a value, knowledge 
and skill oriented study for which a major change in curriculum is an 
imperative need at present. This research article to be analyzed the 
importance of Historical Studies to the Contemporary Civil Society. 

Key Words: Historical Studies, Thoughtful, Rational, Historical 

Perspective, Curriculum, Evaluation of History 

Introduction 

I enjoy art, architecture, museums, churches and temples; 
anything that gives me insight into the history and soul of 
the place I'm in. I can also be a beach bum - I like to laze 
in the shade of a palm tree with a good book or float in a 
warm sea at sundown. 

Cheri Lunghi 
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Famous Historian 

The Greek word History means enquiry, exploration or 
information.  Aristotle holds the view that history is an account of the 
unchanging past.  The unchanging past is alive in the form of great 
thoughts, ideas, inventions and institutions with the potential to shape 
the present and future.  One nation – one people one family – one child, 
a poverty free country, a casteless and classless society, live and let live 
principle, truth, ahimsa (non-violence) etc are a few examples in the 
domain of Great Thoughts.  The ideas of freedom, progress, equality, 
fraternity, justice, humanism, non-violence and the like have delivered 
kindness and happiness to mankind in abundant measure.  The 
inventions and discoveries – the earth moves round the sun by Galileo, 
the theory of survival of the fittest by Charles Darwin, Gravitation 
Laws of Isaac Newton, Pencillin by Alexander Fleming, Electricity by 

Thomas Alva Edison, Telephone by Graham Bell, Computer by Charles 
Babage, Internet by Arpanet, Heart transplantation by Christian 
Bernard, Gener Transfer technology by Paul Berg and several other 
inventions have brought about revolutionary changes in the lives of 
people all over the world.  Democratic, humanitarian and scientific 
institutions have come to lighting the dark spots in human society.  
Evil social practices – child marriage, sati, subjugation of women, and 
untouchability were a few black spots in our society.  Casteism, 
communalism, regionalism, lingual conflicts and water disputes are still 
prevalent in India.  The incidences of female infanticide and foeiticide 
are shameful and inhuman practices in the contemporary times.  The 
profound thoughts and ideas of great thinkers and leaders like 
Socrates, Aristotle, Buddha, Aryabatta, Isaac Newton, Rousseau, 
Abraham Lincoln, Karl Marx, Tolstoy, Einstein, Mahatma Gandhi, 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, Mother Teresa remain as eternal assets of 

ever living citizens of the world.  
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The American was of Independence of 1776, the French 
Revolution of 1789, the Russian revolution of 1917 and the Indian 

Independence of 1947, Industrial Revolution, Green Revolution 
(Agricultural), white Revolution (Milk) and Blue Revolution (Fish) and 
socio religions movements in India are milestone events of far reaching 
consequences and everlasting importance which every citizen in general 
and administrators and rulers in particular ought to learn for guidance 
and appropriate applications.  

History for Human Beings 

Sir Francis Bacon defines history as a discipline that makes men 
wise.  To Henry Johnson “History in the broadest sense is everything 
that ever happened”.  To Edmund Burk “history is a preceptor of 
prudence and not of principles”.  It is related to something changing as 
opposed to something constant and whatever is so changing cannot be 
reduced to any principles.  Carlyle is of the opinion that hisotyr is 
nothing but the biography of great men, and that it is a record of 
human accomplishment, particularly of great souls.  According to 
Carlyle history requires geniuses and not masses, for an idea or 

invention or worthy action of someone has elevated mankind to great 
height.  Lord Action said “History is the unfolding story of human 
freedom”.  “A.L. Rowse defines history essentially as the record of the 
life of men in societies in their geographical and their physicial 
environemtn.  According to Ernest Bernheim “History is a science that 
investigates and presents in their context of Psychophysical causality 
the facts determined by space and time of evolution of men in their 
individual as well as typical and collective activity as social beings” E.H. 
Carr holds the view that history is an unending dialogue between the 
present and the past.  

The Greeks stressed the rational interpretation of history, the 
Romans gave a political twist to it, the church historians made god live 
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in history, the Germans made it more philosophical, the French more 
socialist, the Marxists more materialistic, the British more imperialistic 

though democratic at home, the Americans more diplomatic, the 
Indians more spiritualistic and others either more nationalistic or 
fundamentalist.  The study of history is a pressing need, for it depicts 
the struggle of man to carry truth and justice into the governance of 
human society, where good and evil fight out their ever-lasting battle.  

However, one criticism against history is that those who teach 
history or write history make it dull and uninteresting by loading it 
with avoidable boring details and dates.  According to a Chinese 
scholar, Indian history is presented more like a telephone directory 
with dynasties and dates.  Some time history is reduced to sectarian 
nature in which extreme national or antinational sentiments destroy 
historical truth.  The classification or interpretation of Indian history 
as Hindu period, Muslim period and Christian period are illogical and 
against scientific and secular perspectives.  

Twisted truth and distorted events have evoked negative 
remarks against history from rulers.  Fredericks the Great called 
history a liar.  Whenever he felt like reading a history book, he would 
order “Bring me my liar”  The shortcoming in recording historical 
events is verifiable and verified data can be presented as facts through 
a scientific process of enquiry called ‘historical objectivity’.  Facts may 
be misinterpreted and twisted but truth cannot be hidden forever in 
front of scientific investigation.  A full and true knowledge of the past 
as to how man has suffered because of his mistakes may help humanity 
to correct itself meeting the demands of pressing social needs.  History 
reminds that the tyranny of Nero’s or Napoleons or Kaisers or Hitler 
did not last long, but the moral teachings of Buddha, Mahavira, Jesus, 
Mohammad, Krishna, Vivekananda and Gandhi still continues to 
inspire mankind.  Their message for love, kindness, truth, forgiveness, 
service, liberty, equality, justice, ahimsa, tolerance, temperance and 
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fair-mindedness enabled humanity to attain a higher level of culture, 
character and progress.  

The purpose of history is to indicate what mistakes man has 
done in the past, how he could avoid them in the present and future 
and how he could preserve the freedom from want, freedom from 
oppression, freedom of religion and freedom of expression.  History has 
the capacity to enthuse and energise the youth to higher pursuits of life 
and stimulate the aged to endure the inevitable.  No man, No nation 
and No subject of study is without its history.  India could have become 
a developed nation by 2007 itself if we had used the “historical 
knowledge and lessons in the formulation and implementation of the 
ten five year plans.  Great success against challenges was achieved in a 
relatively short time by Asian and European countries such as Japan, 
China, Germany and France which are examples and lessons not only 
to underdeveloped and developed nations but also to individuals 
longing and toiling for time-bound success.  

Importance of Historical Studies 

Having seen the value and use of history as a body of knowledge, 

it is pertinent to focus on the purpose of education so as to present the 
value of hisotyr as a subject of study at UG, PG, Research and Diploma 
levels.  Thinkers and leaders have defined education from time to time 
reflecting on its multidimensional role.  To quote Gandhiji “Real 
education consists in drawing the best out of oneself.  “What better 
book can there be than the book of humanity?” Swami Vivekananda’s 
definition of education is fascinating and wide ranging.  Character 
building, strengthening the mind, widening the horizon of knowledge 
and enabling one to stand on one’s own feet are the four main 
objectives of education.  

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru’s definition presents a holistic picture 
of the objectives of education.  To quote him “an institution of higher 
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education stands for humanism, for tolerance, for reasons, for the 
adventure of ideas, for the search of truth and for the onward march of 

human race towards ever higher objectives.  

John Ruskin has explained the purpose of education in the 
following words “It is not teaching the youth the shapes of letters and 
the tricks of numbers and leaving them to turn their arithmetic to 
roguery and their literature to lust.  It means, on the contrary, training 
them into the perfect exercise and kingly continence of their bodies and 
souls” 

In 1943 Winston Churchill addressed the Harvard University 
students and asserted that “the empires of the future will be empires of 
the mind.  With great power comes great responsibility”.  While 
Winston Churchill underlined the importance of mind power as a 
determinant factor, Peter Drucker has underlined the predominant 
position of knowledge power.  To quote him “The next society will be a 
knowledge society in which knowledge will be the resource and 

knowledge workers will be the dominant work force”.  To quote 
Rabindranath Tagore, “Where the mind is without fear and head is 
held high, where knowledge is free where the World has not been 
broken up into fragments by narrow domestic walls where words come 
out from the depth of truth into that heaven of freedom, my father, let 
my country awake”. 

It is relevant to educational institutions, teachers and students 
to consider the concern expressed by Gandhiji to Tagore.  In reply to 
the quires of Rabindranath ?Tagore, Mahatma Gandhi said “Gurudev, I 
am not so dumb or insensitive, as not to be moved by the beauty of the 
rose or the morning rays of the sun or the divine music of the birds.  
But what can I do? My one desire, my one anxiety, my one ambition is 
when shall I see the red tint of the rose on the cheeks of hungry naked 
millions of my people? When shall I hear the sweet and melodious song 
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of the birds in place of their agonizing sighs? When will such music 
come out of their soil and when will that day come when the light of the 

morning sun illuminate the heart of the common man in India? When 
will I see its luster and brightness on his face? 

Andrew Carnegie stresses the need for inculcating the value of 
work culture without which the globalization challenges cannot be 
responded effectively by the developing countries.  To quote him there 
are three types of people:  The first type are those who do as little work 
as possible.  The second type are those who do only what their work 
stipulates, nothing more.  But the third type are those who do their 
duty and a little more.  They are not bound by the clock.  If there is 
work to be done, they will do it and more”  It is against this backdrop, 
the challenges of globalization is presented below.  

Need of History Subject 

History as a subject of study at the Higher Secondary and higher 
education levels cannot afford to be static in curriculum and syllabus 
content.  History deals with everything related to men and matters in 
space and time.  It is a treasure house of knowledge and wisdom.  It is a 

repository of ideas and thoughts tof great men and women.  It is replete 
with examples and lessons left by great minds.  A scientific mode of 
study of the subject can empower students to think, plan and act 
independently.  The development schemes of the nation along with the 
methods and strategies adopted through the ages which brought 
success to individuals, institutions and nations should be given top 
priority in the syllabus for discussion in the class room, for Kothari 
Commission on Education asserted that the destiny of the nation is 
being shaped in the classroom.  

History is a multi-disciplinary social science.  Every branch of 
human activity has its own history of birth and growth and also its 
decline and downfall.  History is a study of man by man which is to be 
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done differently, generating curiosity of learning and promoting 
creativity of the learner.  Text books and guides in history are over 

loaded with dates and events which are mostly political.  Success story 
studies, personality studies, leadership studies, invention and discovery 
studies, value studies, impact studies etc., are yet to receive prominence 
in the syllabus.  History with multi-disciplinary content is found a 
rewarding subject for competitive examinations, knowledge 
accumulation, developing critical faculty, leadership quality, 
entrepreneurship, diplomacy, humanistic approach, creative ventures, 
democratic values, human rights, social and national services.  Text 
books and teaching modules are to be prepared covering the above 
aspects with more of applications.  

Compared to other disciplines such as life sciences, earth 
sciences, physical sciences, chemical sciences, business sciences and 
social sciences, history as a subject of study has not yet gone for applied 
courses.  A few examples are given for the perusal of particularly 

teachers and scholars. Except history, all other subjects of study have 
undergone radical changes in approach and content so as ensure 
relevance and employability.  Various subjects of study have become 
inter-disciplinary and application oriented.  The following particulars 
present the picture as to how the conventional subjects have been 
emerging as different inter-disciplinary subjects through the process of 
modernization and application of knowledge for human betterment.  

Dynamism in Curriculum Desirable 

No subject of study can afford to be static in content, approach 
and methodology.  Piece meal changes won’t deliver the required 
benefits, particularly, in the context of free market economy in which 
pro active role, applied knowledge and proven skills alone can fetch 
favourable results.  For a long time, history was studied for intellectual 
or knowledge purpose without linking knowledge with jobs in the 
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public, private and service sectors.  History like any other subject has 
necessarily to be dynamic in the sense that student should be equipped 

with soft skills and computer skills required for employment in 
private/public sector, particularly in multi-national companies where 5 
or 6 digit salaried jobs are available in plenty.  Historical knowledge can 
be gainfully used for self-employment ventures too.  

The degree in B.A. History may be changed as Degree in B.A. 
History with Computer applications for which major curriculum change 
is needed.  Undergraduate, Post-0graduate, Certificate and Diploma 
level studies in leadership, entrepreneurship, culture, people’ 
movement, inventions, discoveries, ideas, values, industries, foreign 
policy, Panchayat Raj institutions, contemporary issues and solutions, 
environment, human rights, secularism, women, youth, social harmony, 
may be considered for introduction with more focus on specific rather 
than generic treatment of subject, Graduates in history are not 
preferred for employment in industries and business places for want of 

soft skills which include leadership qualities, integrated personality, 
communication ability, creative thinking, language skill, group 
dynamics, computer knowledge, report writing, goal setting, script 
writing, event management, public speaking etc.  

A thorough revamping of Undergraduate and Postgraduate 
curriculum in History is a desideratum to ensure employability and 
empowerment of students.  In the revamped curriculum, the analytical 
ability and communication skill of the students must get predominant 
position.  Systematic thoughts, progressive ideas, positive attitude and 
planned work alone determine the success of students.  There must be 
student centric learning process aided by teaching technology.  
Students must be guided to choose role models available in their subject 
of studies for emulation.  Great qualities of successful men and women 
in various fields should be imbibed for fruitful application in file and 
work situations.  Planning, decision making, confidence building, 
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communicating, self-starting, and achieving abilities in a time bound 
manner should be developed among students through provision in the 

curriculum.  

Examination system should test not only the memory power but 
also the analytical capacity of the learners.  Teaching and training 
modules for each paper with pictorial illustration, anecdotes, similes, 
parables, success stories, case studies ought to be prepared for class 
room activities which include group discussion, paper presentation, 
quiz programme, brain storming session, power point presentation etc.  
Scholars and teachers in History in consultation with leaders in 
industry, business and service organizations may prepare curriculum 
and syllabus to offer Undergraduate, Post-graduate and Diploma 
programmes in Leadership, Entrepreneurship, Panchayat Raj, Human 
Rights, Human Resource Development, Public Relations, Service 
Organizations, Project Report and Script writing, public speaking etc.  
Acquirement of Soft Skills and Computer Skills plus subject knowledge 

in adequate measure explained above can respond effectively the 
globalization challenges emanating from knowledge and technology 
power of developed nations.  Under-graduate and Post-graduate courses 
in history may be strengthened by providing to students add on 
certificate/diploma courses for a short duration in related fields with 
employment/self-employment potential such as journalism, tourism, 
archives keeping, photo and videography, script-writing, event 
management, public speaking etc.  Priority based attention may be paid 
to M.Phil, and Ph.D. programmes on polity, programme and impact 
factors.  The findings of such socially relevant and nationally important 
research will be helpful to the policy makers and administrators to 
effect perfection in the implementation of projects of the State and the 
Union Governments.  The success achieved in one field in one place 
may be taken to other areas.  
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Concluding Remarks  

As far as the discipline history is concerned, there is an urgent 
need to go in for a thorough revamping of curriculum and syllabus 
keeping in mind the specific and generic job requirements of the 

institutions and industry in private and public sectors.  There is also 
copious scope and potential to design and develop new U.G., P.O. and 
Diploma courses in history on the lines suggested in the preceding 
pages.  No doubt, globalization issues present a divide between high 
technology and low-technology countries which is in favour of the 
countries with Great knowledge and technology power.  To meet such a 
global challenge, our thought faculty needs further deepening and 
sharpening in the interest of individuals, institutions and the nation at 
large.  A zero defect and superlative quality movement in educational 
institutions is an imperative need of our contemporary times which can 
effectively combat globalization challenges if not immediately but in the 
future depending upon the effective joint venture of the Government, 
institutions, intellectuals, individuals and industries.  
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INTRODUCTION 

Article 15 and 340 of the Constitution of India speak of “ Socially and 
Educationally Backward Classes”. The  Mandal Commission has 
estimated that other backward classes constitute 52 per cent of the 
population of the country (Government of India, 1980). However, their 
percentage of distribution differ from state to state. Backward classes 
comprise of small landholders, tenants, agricultural labour, village 
artisans etc., and are heavily dependent on the rich peasantry for their 
sustenance. Villages have grown to the status urban localities over a 
period of time as  per criteria for identification of urban locality. 

Though Srikakulam town was constituted into a municipality in 1867 
under the Madras Towns Improvement Act, 1865, but other 
municipalities have come up and elevated to the status of 
municipalities after 1986 from the status of village panchayats. Hence, 
the numerical presence of backward classes would be higher in the 
newly formed municipalities and Municipal Panchayats. The 74th 
constitutional Amendment would help participate these backward 
clases in the municipal elections of urban local self-governments.       

Political Participation Through Elections 

Political interest, efficacy, and sense of civic obligation play major role 
in political participation. The more interested an individual is in 
politics, the more likely he/she is to participate (Bowman Boynton).  
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Election is the barometer of democracy, indeed, its life-breath 
(Norman D. Palmer, 1976). Elections in India provide an occasion for 
the widest degree of popular participation. Elections provide the means 
for the peaceful and orderly transfer of power, for dealing with the 
vexing problem of succession, for ‘the routinization to political change’ 

(Michel Breacher, 1967). 

Elections are complex events involving individual and collective 
decisions, which directly affect and are affected by, the total political 
and social process. They open up channels between the polity and the 
society, between the elite and the masses, between the individual and 
his government. They are major agencies of political socialization and 
political participation (Norman D. Palmer, 1976:1). 

Elections in India do play a meaningful role in (the) allocation and 
exercise of power within the society, the classic purpose of any 
political system (Chandi Das, et al. 1968: vi). 

Local Self Governments 

Local government touches the life and well-being of the people at 
innumerable points than state or central government. There are two 
reasons for this. In the first place, it is concerned with providing daily 
needs of citizens. Secondly, local government in the discharge of its 
regulatory functions, such as licencing, has to take action against the 

people of the locality for acts of commission and omission. In fact, for 
building stable democracy the process should begin from the bottom 
and travel upwards. Local government does many more things for the 
citizens than the state or central government, and constitutes the 
edifice on which the democratic structure is built (Nigam, S.R:1978:2-
3). 

Municipal government existed and flourished in India from ancient 
times. While Greeks organized democracy centuries before in their 
city-states, Indians also had democratic institutions in their cities, 
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towns and villages. Kautilya's Arthasastra, describes the structure and 
functions of city government of the Mouryan period.  The modern 
structure of Local Self Governments in India was a British creation. 
The Corporation of Madras was the earliest to be created by the 
British. The Corporation which came into existence on the 29th 

September 1688 (Apparao,1974:1-3). 

In Lord Ripon's resolution (1882) fuller scope for local self-
government was introduced. This resolution was regarded as the 
Magna Carta of Local Government in India. The system of election for 
the municipal bodies was introduced with a limited franchise (Singh, 
1997:14-15). 

After adoption of the Constitution, India became a welfare state and 
hence, it became the responsibility of the state to perform civic 
functions and to promote social and economic development through 
local self -governments. As a result, the local self-governments 
attained remarkable status and importance (Dharma Rao, 2016). 

Seventy-Fourth Constitution Amendment 

The Constitution 74th Amendment Act, 1992 has come into effect from 
June 1, 1993. In compliance with the Constitutional mandate, the 
Municipal Act was amended in 1994. Reservation of seats in 
municipalities was made uniform in all the states. 

There are three types of urban local bodies such as; Nagar 
Panchayats, Municipal Councils, and Municipal Corporations which 
came into existence after the 74th  Constitution Amendment  Act, 
1993. 

A Nagar Panchayat is constituted for a transitional area. Such an 
area is basically rural in character, which over a period of time would 
develop urban characteristics. Such an urban local body would have to 
perform both rural and urban functions (Maheswari, 1999: 214-215). 
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Municipal Councils are constituted in smaller urban areas while for 
larger urban areas Municipal Corporations are constituted. 
Demographic and other conditions which are determining factors for 
constituting a particular type of Municipality differ a great deal from 
one State to another (Maheswari, 1999: 224-225). 

Reservation of seats (243T) 

Nothing in this Part shall prevent the Legislature of a State from 

making any provision for reservation of seats in any Municipality or 
office of Chairpersons in the Municipalities in favour of backward class 
citizens (Maheswari, 1999:224-25). 

Profile of Srikakulam District 

Srikakulam city is the headquarters of the district located at the 
Northern most boarder of the Sate of Andhra Pradesh.  The District 
itself derived its name from the headquarters town.  (Commissioner, 
2005). The Srikakulam city is situated between the Northern latitude 
of 18* 20' and 19* 10' and 83* 25' and 84* 50' of Eastern Longitude 
(Ramesan, 1979:1).  The Srikakulam city is located at a distance of 495 
Kilometers from the State capital (Amaravathi). According to 2011 
Census, the total population of the city is 1,44,438. The total population 
of Srikakulam District  in 2011 was 27,03,114. The Urban population of 
the district is 4,36,703 which works to be 16.15% of the total population 
as against 29.58 per cent for the State (Chief Planning Officer, 2014). 
Srikakulam town was constituted into a municipality in 1867 under the 

Madras Towns Improvement Act, 1865. 

     Srikakulam municipality is elevated to the status of municipal 
corporation on 10.12.2015. Elections to the Srikakulam municipal 
corporation are yet to take place. There are three other municipalities 
formed in the district viz., Amadalavalasa (1987), Ichapuram (1986), 
Palasa-Kasibugga (2000) municipalities, and Rajam (2005) and 
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Palakonda Nagar Panchayats (2013). Elections to the Rajam Nagar 
Panchayats are yet to take place.  

Research Problem 

The district is rich in natural resources but poor in utilization due to 
poverty, illiteracy and backwardness. The enactment of 74th 
Constitution Amendment in India, backward classes are expected to 
take part in elections of urban local self-governments so as to gain 

access to decision-making, planning and policymaking to improve their 
socio-economic conditions. The researcher in this article focuses light 
on the extent of participation and representation of backward classes in 
2014 municipal elections of Srikakulam district in comparison with  
that of the 2005/2007 Municipal Elections. 

Specific Objective 

The specific objective of the present study is to compare the extent of 
political participation and representation of  backward classes in the 
elected municipal councils of Srikakulam district during 2005/2007 -
2014 Municipal Elections. 

Methodology: 

The study is of descriptive nature. The researcher took secondary data 
from the offices of Municipalities concerned  and the district 
headquarters to study the participation of backward classes. The data 
obtained were tabulated manually, analyzed and interpreted in 
percentages. Further, a comparison of the elections of the three 
municipalities (Amadalavalasa, Ichapuram and Palasa-Kasibugga) and 
Palakonda Nagar Panchayat  was also made for two consecutive 

municipal election during 2005/2007 and 2014. 
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Scope and Limitations of the study: 

The study is confined to participation and representation of backward 
classes in 2014 Municipal Elections in comparison with that of 
2005/2007 elections for three municipalities (Amadalavalasa, 
Ichapuram and Palasa-Kasibugga) and Palakonda Nagar Panchayat of 
Srikakulam district.  Elections are yet to be conducted for Srikakulam 
Municipal Corporation (2015) and Rajam Nagar Panchayat (2005) and 

hence the resercher could not cover elections of two Urban Local 
Governments.  

RESULTS 

Since the study is aimed to compare the participation and reprentation 
of backward classes in two consecutive Municipal Elections i.e., 
2005/2007 and 2014, by their contest against the wards reserved for 
them and also by contesting from other wards open to all (OCs) and 
their representation in the respective elected councils is taken up for 
analyses. 

     It is revealed fom the study that the percentage of participation of 
backward classes in municipal elections by contest is higher (84.6 per 
cent) in Ichapuram municipality in 2014 Municipal Elections against 
34.8 per cent wards reserved (both B.C.General and Women) and 
unreserved followed by 80.2 per cent in Amadalavalasa against 34.8 per 
cent reserved and unreserved wards, 79.5 per cent in Palakonda Nagar 
Panchayat against 35 per cent reserved and unreserved wards; and 75 

per cent in Palasa- Kasibugga against 35 per cent reserved and 
unreserved wards. It is observed from the study that Ichapuram 
municipality has the highest percentage of participation than other 
municipalities by contesting in wards in 2014 Municipal Elections. 

     In 2005/2007 Municipal Elections, Amadalavalasa municipality 
backward classes had the highest percentage (75.9%) of political 
participation by contesting wards followed by 71.1 per cent in 
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Ichapuram, 64.9 per cent Palasa-Kasibugga and 56 per cent in 
Srikakulam. It is observed from the study that Amadalavalasa 
municipality backward classes had the highest percentage of 
participation by contesting in wards than other municipalities. 

     Regarding representation of  backward classes in the council, 

Amadalavalasa and Ichapuram municipalities equally won 82.6 per cent 
seats n each municipality against 34.8 per cent wards reserved for each 
municipality followed by 80 per cent in Palakonda Nagar Panchayat 
against 35 per cent wards reserved and 72 per cent in Palasa-Kasibugga 
municipality against 32 per cent wards reserved in 2014 Municipal 
Elections. It is observed from the study that backward classes 
contestents of Amadalavalasa and Ichapuram municipalities have 
equally captured the highest percentage of seats in the respective 
elected municipal councils of Srikakulam district. 

     In 2005/2007 Municipal Elections, backward classes contestants of 
Amadalavalasa municipality had the highest percentage (78.3%) of 
representation in the elected council against 34.8 per cent wards 
reserved for that category followed by 73.9  per cent representation in 
Ichapuram against 34.8 per cent wards reserved, 72 per cent 

representation in Palasa- Kasibugga against 32 per cent wards reserved 
and 52.7 per cent representation in Srikakulam against 33.3 per cent 
wards reserved. It is observed from the study that backward classes 
contestants of Amadalavalasa municipality had the highest percentage 
of representation in the council than other elected municipal councils of 
Srikakulam district. 

DISCUSSION 

In Srikakulam district, backward classes comprise of small peasants, 
small and marginal farmers, labourers, artisan and occupational 
groups. They represent higher percentage of population in small towns 
of Srikakulam district. The 74th Constitutional Amendment remain a 
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boon by entitling them for statutory reservation in urban local self-
governments. This access is evidenced in ehancement of their 
percentage of participation in the respective municipalities. It is 
observed from the study that Ichapuram municipality had the highest 
percentage of backward classes have  participated by contesting in 

wards for the 2014 Municipal Elections and also gained 82.6 per cent 
strength in the elected council. For 2005/2007 Municipal Elections, 
backward classes of Amadalavalasa municipality had the highest 
percentage of participation by contest in wards and also shared 78.3 per 
cent strength in the elected council. Further, it is observed that the 
percentage of participation and representation of backward classes in 
the elected councils is increased in 2014 Municipal Eletions than 
2005/2007 Municipal Elections. Dharma Rao (2016) has found in 
another study that backward classes of Ichapuram had the highest 
percentage (84.3%) of participation by contesting wards and 
representing 85 per cent seats in the elected council for Municipal 
Elections held in 2000. In 1995 Municipal Elections backward classes of  
Amadalavalasa municipality had highest percentage (79.1%) of 
participation by contesting wards and represented three-fourths of 

strength in the elected council. It is observed from the study that 
backward classes had availed themselves of the opportunity in a better  
way. 
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APPENDIX 
Table: Political Participation and Representation of Backward Classes in Municipal Elections of 

Srikakulam District 2005/2007-2014 
 2005 2007 2014 

Backward Classes Srikakulam Amadal
avalasa 

Ichapuram Palasa- 
Kasibug

ga 

Amada
lavalas

a 

Ichapu
ram 

Palasa- 
Kasibug

ga 

Palako
nda 

Total No. Wards in the Municipality 36 23 23 25 23 23 25 20 
Seats Reserved for Backward 
Classes 

12 8 8 8 8 8 8 7 

Percentage of Seats Reserved for 
Backward Classes  

33.3 34.8 34.8 32.0 34.8 34.8 32.0 35.0 

Total No. of Contestants 116 54 76 74 81 78 76 83 

No. of Backward Classes 
Contestants 

65 41 54 48 65 66 57 66 

Percentage of Backward 
Classes Contestants 

56.0 75.9 71.1 64.9 80.2 84.6 75.0 79.5 

No. of Seats won by BCs  19 18 17 18 19 19 18 16 
Percentage of Strength of 
BCs in the Elected  
Council  

52.7 78.3 73.9 72.0 82.6 82.6 72.0 80.0 
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The key of effective learning environment is meaningful learning 
experiences that the students gain each day. 21st century students are 
technologically and digitally driven active learners. Educators need to 
design innovative methodologies to keep our students actively involved 
and engaged by maximum participation from them. So the onus lies on 
all the stakeholders of education system to keep a pace with this 
dynamic group of students. Otherwise the objective of empowering 
students will be an utter failure. 

The focus of the study is to find out the existing students engagement 
and based on it suggests strategies to enhance it. A survey was 
conducted to find out the Behavioral, Affective and Cognitive 
engagement of secondary school students. The researcher also finds out 
whether there is a significant difference between these three 
engagement domains. The researcher further suggests methodologies 
and strategies to maximise students’ engagement. 

Keywords: Behavioural engagement, Affective engagement and 

Cognitive engagement. 

Introduction  

The key of effective learning environment is meaningful learning 
experiences that the students gain each day. 21st century students are 
technologically and digitally driven active learners. Educators need to 
design innovative methodologies to keep our students actively involved 
and engaged by maximum participation from them. Engagement 
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describes energy in action; the connection between person and activity. 
So the onus lies on all the stakeholders of education system to keep a 
pace with this dynamic group of students. Otherwise the objective of 
empowering students will be an utter failure. 

The most challenging job an educator faces is student engagement. If 

they fail so, it has an adverse affect on the psychology of the student. 
Students tend to divert themselves first from academics and eventually 
may result in grave situations like diverting from life. Disengagement 
or Engagement Gap as it is termed may result in drop outs and 
stagnation resulting in unproductive citizens. Even worse they become 
a burden to themselves as well as the society. So it is the need of the 
hour to nurture our young generations’ learner with utmost care and 
interest to fulfil the objective of creating end empowering better 
citizens of our country. 

Literature Review  

Tuomo Erkin Virtanum (2013) has identified Student engagement as 
an influential mediator between classroom interactional quality and 
adolescent learning outcomes. This study examined the relationship 
between classroom quality and student behavioural engagement in 
secondary school classrooms. The results showed, first, that there was 
variation in both classroom quality and student behavioural 

engagement between the classrooms. Second, classroom organisational 
support was associated with observed and with teacher- and student-
rated engagement and instructional support was associated with 
student-rated and observed engagement. Third, emotional support did 
not have a direct effect on student engagement but contributed to 
student engagement indirectly via organisational and 
instructional support. There were no gender differences with respect to 
self-reported engagement. Class size had a positive effect on teacher-
rated engagement. The results demonstrated specific associations 
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between the domains of classroom quality and student behavioural 
engagement in secondary school classrooms. 

Parsons, Seth A & others (2014) found out that Student engagement is 
an important consideration for teachers and administrators because it 
is explicitly associated with achievement. What the authors call the 

ABC's of engagement they outline as: Affective engagement, Behavioral 
engagement, and Cognitive engagement. They also present "Three 
Things Every Teacher Needs to Know about Student Engagement:" (1) 
Engagement is closely associated with achievement; (2) teachers have 
significant influence over student engagement, and; (3) there are 
manageable ways to evaluate and document student engagement. 

Conceptual Definition: 

Student engagement occurs when "students make a psychological 

investment in learning. They try hard to learn what school offers. They 
take pride not simply in earning the formal indicators of success 
(grades), but in understanding the material and incorporating or 
internalizing it in their lives. 

Behavioral Engagement: Behavioral engagement draws on the idea 

of participation; it includes involvement in academic and social or 
extracurricular activities and is considered crucial for achieving positive 
academic outcomes and preventing dropping out.  

Emotional or Affective Engagement: Emotional engagement 

encompasses positive and negative reactions to teachers, classmates, 
academics, and school and is presumed to create ties to an institution 
and influence willingness to do the work. 

Cognitive Engagement: Cognitive engagement draws on the idea of 

investment: it incorporates thoughtfulness and willingness to exert the 
effort necessary to comprehend complex ideas and master difficult 
skills. 
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Operational Definition:  

Behavioral Engagement: It is quantified by measuring participation in 
the following variables; 

Academic engagement  

Co-curricular and extracurricular engagement 

Emotional or Affective Engagement: It is quantified by measuring 
positive and negative reactions to the following variables; 

Enagagement with teachers 

Peer engagement 

Engagement with school environment 

 Cognitive Engagement: It is quantified by effort necessary to 
comprehend complex ideas and master difficult skills. 

Objectives: 

1) To find out the significant difference between the different 
engagement components of higher secondary students 

2) To suggest strategies to encourage engagement among higher 
secondary students. 

Hypothesis: 

Ho There is no significant difference between the mean scores of 
different engagement components of higher secondary students 

Tool Used: 

The statistical technique used to test this hypothesis is ANOVA 

 Sum of 
Squares 

Df Mean 
Squares 

F P-
value 

LOS 

Between 792.26 2 396.13 297.65 1.12 NS 
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Groups 

Within 
Groups 

395.26 297 1.33    

Total 1187.52 299     

P Value is 1.12 which is more than 0.05 so the null hypothesis is 
accepted.  

There is no significant difference between the mean scores of different 
engagement components of higher secondary students. 

Interpretation and Discussion: 

The results reveal that there is no statistic difference between the three 
engagement components. This is a healthy sign the students are able to 
balance between all the components. The result will lead to answer 
such as ‘do students need to be actively engaged in all the domains to 
be called as engaged learners? Or if an academically excellent learner 
does not participate in other activities, do we still call the learner as 
engaged learner? 

Strategies to enhance Students’ Engagement  

• Flipped Classroom- Flipped classroom is an instructional 

strategy. It follows blended learning that reverses the 
traditional learning environment . The instructional content is 
given beforehand. Children are given enough time to browse 
through reference materials both online and offline, outside the 
classroom. In a flipped classroom, students watch online lectures, 
collaborate in online discussions, or carry out research at home. So 

when the lecture is conducted in the real classroom students feel 
equal onus for the content delivery. This ensures active 
participation and retains the interest of the students. 
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• Group Activities- Group activities too help in active 

involvement. It inculcates the spirit of team work, co-operation, 
sharing and caring. It widens the perspective of the students   

• Practice Journal or Blog Writing to Communicate with 
Students: A journal is a written record of your thoughts, 

experiences, and observations. Encourage and guide students to 
write journal / blog/ diaries etc. First of all it will develop the habit 
of writing; students will concentrate in the class because they are 
expected to write a summary. Moreover it also develops cognitive 
re-structuring. 

• Think Time: Today’s generation learners are technologically 

driven. The span of attention of the young learners is relatively 
lower compared to the older generation. So the teachers have to 

adopt various strategies to sustain their attention and interest. Few 
of the strategies are as follows: 

Use the 10:2 method. For every 10 minutes of instruction allow 

the students 2 minutes to process and respond to the instruction. 
This can be done in various ways by having them write what they 
have learned, questions they may have, or by discussing the content 
with a fellow student. 

At the end of a lesson have students use the 3-2-1 method of 
summarizing by having students record three things they learned, 

two interesting things, and one question they have about what was 
taught. Allow time to share their findings with a peer. 
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Abstract 

Regional imbalances or disparities means wide differences in per capita 
income, literacy rates, health and education services, levels of 
industrialization, etc. between different regions. Regions may be either 
States or regions within a State. In India there are enormous 
imbalances on various accounts. The exploitative nature of British 
colonial rule either created or accentuated regional disparities. The 
planning in independent India has also not been able to remove these 
disparities. Since all parts of the country are not equally well endowed 
with physical and human resources to take advantage of growth 
opportunities, and also historical inequalities have not been eliminated, 
planned intervention is required to ensure that large regional 
imbalances are reduced. Regional imbalance is a threat to the goal of 

inclusive growth and reduction of poverty. The growing regional 
disparities have dampened the speed of further economic reforms, and 

hence may pose a barrier to India’s future economic growth. Regional 
disparities will result in regional tensions, which in turn may lead to 
popular agitations and at some times militant activities also.  

On November 8, 2016, the government announced a historic measure, 
with profound implications for the economy. The two largest 
denomination notes, Rs 500 and Rs 1000, were “demonetized” with 
immediate effect, ceasing to be legal tender except for a few specified 
purposes such as paying utility bills. The aim of the action was fourfold: 
to curb corruption; counterfeiting; the use of high denomination notes 
for terrorist activities; and especially the accumulation of “black 
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money”, generated by income that has not been declared to the tax 
authorities. The aim was also to give a boost to cashless transactions, 
but will particularly bring the poor, lower middle class and small 
businesses into the digital payment fold, and new way of life and a step 
towards removing regional disparity. 

Keywords:  regional imbalance,  regional disparity, inclusive growth, 
demonetization, planned intervention. 

Introduction: 

Regional imbalances or disparities means wide differences in per capita 

income, literacy rates, health and education services, levels of 
industrialization, etc. between different regions. Regions may be either 
States or regions within a State. In India there are enormous 
imbalances on various accounts. The exploitative nature of  British 
colonial  rule  either created o accentuated regional disparities. The 
planning in independent India has also not been able to remove these 
disparities. Balanced regional development has always been an 
essential component of the Indian development strategy. Since all parts 
of the country are not equally well endowed with physical and human 
resources to take advantage of growth opportunities, and since 
historical inequalities have not been eliminated, planned intervention is 
required to ensure that large regional imbalances do not occur.  
Spectacular  growth  attained  by  some  regions  and  in  some  sectors  
in  India,  after independence, is in contrast to low levels of 

development still prevailing in many parts. Therefore, it was felt that 
the State had a major role to play in removing disparities. This 
commitment was reflected in the Constitution and in planning 
objectives. Two major institutions, which were expected to  work  
towards  reducing  the  regional  imbalances  after  independence,  were  
the  Finance Commission  and  the  NITI  Aayog  (Planning  
Commission)  . The Finance Commission has only limited role to play. 
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Hence, more responsibility is vested on the NITI Aayog (Planning 
Commission). India’s successive Five Year Plans have stressed the need 
to develop backward regions of the country. In promoting regional 
balanced development, public sector enterprises were located in 
backward  areas  of  the  country  during  the  early  phase  of  economic  

planning.  In  spite  of  probackward  areas  policies  and  programmes,  
considerable  economic  and  social  inequalities  exist among different 
States of India, as reflected in differences in per capita State Domestic 
Product. 

Here we detail about the major causes responsible for regional 
imbalances in India. 

1. Historical Factor of Economic  

Historically, regional imbalances in India started from its British 
regime. The British rulers as well as industrialists started to develop 
only those earmarked regions of the country which as per their own 
interest were possessing rich potential for prosperous manufacturing 
and trading activities. 

British industrialists mostly preferred to concentrate their activities in 
two states like West Bengal and Maharashtra and more particularly to 
three metropolitan cities like Kolkata, Mumbai and Chennai. They 
concentrated all their industries in and around these cities neglecting 

the rest of the country to remain backward. 

The land policy followed by the British frustrated the farmers to the 
maximum extent and also led to the growth of privileged class like 
zamindars and money lenders for the exploitation of the poor farmers. 
In the absence of proper land reform measures and proper industrial 
policy, the country could not attain economic growth to a satisfactory 
level. The uneven pattern of investment in industry as well as in 
economic overheads like transport and communication facilities, 
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irrigation and power made by the British had resulted uneven growth 
of some areas, keeping the other areas totally neglected. 

2. Geographical Factors 

Geographical factors play an important role in the developmental 
activities of a developing economy. The difficult terrain surrounded by 
hills, rivers and dense forests leads to increase in the cost of 
administration, cost of developmental projects, besides making 

mobilization of resources particularly difficult. 

Most of the Himalayan states of India, i.e., Himachal Pradesh. 
Northern Kashmir, the hill districts of Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, 
Arunachal Pradesh and other North-Eastern states, remained mostly 
backward due to its inaccessibility and other inherent difficulties. 

Adverse climate and proneness to flood are also responsible factors for 
poor rate of economic development of different regions of the country as 
reflected by low agricultural productivity and lack of industrialization. 
Thus these natural factors have resulted uneven growth of different 
regions of India. 

3. Locational Advantages 

Locational advantages are playing an important role in determining the 
development strategy of a region. Due to some locational advantages, 
some regions are getting special favour in respect of site selections of 
various developmental projects. While determining the location of iron 
and steel projects or refineries or any heavy industrial project, some 

technical factors included in the location advantage are getting special 
considerations. Thus regional imbalances arise due to such locational 
advantages attached to some regions and the locational disadvantages 
attached to some other backward regions. 
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4. Inadequacy of Economic Overheads 

Economic overheads like transport and communication facilities, 
power, technology, banking and insurance etc. are considered very 
important for the development of a particular region. Due to adequacy 
of such economic overheads, some regions are getting a special favour 
in respect of settlement of some developmental projects whereas due to 
inadequacy of such economic overheads, some regions of the country, 

viz., North-Eastern Region, Himachal Pradesh, Bihar etc. remained 
much backward as compared to other developed regions of the country. 
Moreover, new investment in the private sector has a general tendency 
to concentrate much on those regions having basic infrastructural 
facilities. 

5. Failure of Planning Mechanism: 

Although balanced growth has been accepted as one of the major 
objectives of economic planning in India since the Second Plan onwards 
but it did not make much headway in achieving this object. Rather, in 
real sense, planning mechanisms has enlarged the disparity between 
the developed states and less developed states of the country. In respect 
of allocating plan outlay relatively developed states get much favour 
than less developed states. From First Plan to the Seventh Plan, 
Punjab and Haryana have received the highest per capita plan outlay, 
all along. The other three states like Gujarat, Maharashtra and Madhya 
Pradesh have also received larger allocation of plan outlays in almost 

all the five year plans. On the other hand, the backward states like 
Bihar, Assam, Orissa, Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan have been 
receiving the smallest allocation of per capita plan outlay in almost all 
the plans. Due to such divergent trend, imbalance between the different 
states in India has been continuously widening, inspite of framing 
achievement of regional balance as one of the important objectives of 
economic planning in the country. 
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6. Marginalization of the Impact of Green 
Revolution to Certain Regions 

In India, the green revolution has improved the agricultural sector to a 
considerable extent through the adoption of new agricultural strategy. 
But unfortunately the benefit of such new agricultural strategy has 
been marginalized to certain definite regions keeping the other regions 
totally untouched. The Government has concentrated this new strategy 
to the heavily irrigated areas with the idea to use the scarce resources 
in the most productive manner and to maximize the production of food 

grains so as to solve the problem of food crisis. Thus the benefit of 
green revolution is very much restricted to the states like Punjab, 
Haryana and plain districts of Uttar Pradesh leaving the other states 
totally in the dark about the adoption of new agricultural strategy. This 
has made the well-off farmers much better off, whereas the dry land 
farmers and non-farming rural population remained totally untouched. 
Thus in this way new agricultural strategy has aggravated regional 
imbalances due to its lack of all-embracing approach. 

7. Lack of Growth of Ancillary Industries in Backward States 

The Government of India has been following a decentralized approach 
for the development of backward regions through its investment 
programmes on public sector industrial enterprises located in backward 
areas like Rourkela, Barauni, Bhilai, Bongaigaon etc. But due to lack of 
growth of ancillary industries in these areas, all these areas remained 
backward in spite of huge investment made by the Centre. 

8. Lack of Motivation on the Part of Backward States 

Growing regional imbalance in India has also been resulted from lack of 
motivation on the part of the backward states for industrial 

development. While the developed states like Maharashtra. Punjab, 
Haryana, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu etc. are trying to attain further 
industrial development, but the backward states have been showing 
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their interest on political intrigues and manipulations instead of 
industrial development. 

9. Political Instability 

Another important factor responsible for regional imbalance is the 
political instability prevailing in the backward regions of the country. 
Political instability in the form of unstable government, extremist 
violence, law and order problem etc. have been obstructing the flow of 

investments into these backward regions besides making flight of 
capital from these backward states. Thus this political instability 
prevailing in same backward regions of the country are standing as a 
hurdle in the path of economic development of these regions. 

Balanced regional development is an important condition for the 
harmonious and smooth development of a country. It does not imply 
equal development of all regions of a country. Rather it indicates 
utilization of development potential of all areas as per its capacity so 
that the benefit of overall economic growth is shared by the inhabitants 
of all the different regions of a country. The growing regional 
disparities have dampened the speed of further economic reforms, and 
hence may pose a barrier to India’s future economic growth. The world 
is watching India with high expectations as India is poised to become 
economic leader of the region. To become the strong economy, India 

needs to eradicate black money, corruption and financial crimes. It is 
very ironical that, though we have largest tech savvy youth population 
and growing literacy, many are still financially excluded. Financial 
inclusion is an essential prerequisite for the uniform economic 
development and for achieving greater economic and social equity but 
the presence of unaccounted money and parallel economy, making it 
impossible. Government is relentlessly pursuing the matter of black 
money. There was a need for radical and strict action for complete 
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inclusion. November 8, 2016 demonetization announcement is to be 
seen in this perspective. 

NEED FOR FINANCIAL INCLUSION FOR REMOVING 
REGIONAL IMBALANCES: 

In India financial services are used only by a section of the population 
due to illiteracy and other reasons. The excluded regions are rural, poor 
regions and also those living in harsh climatic conditions where it is 
difficult to provide these financial services. Hence, financial exclusion 
leads to non-accessibility, non-affordability and non-availability of 

financial products. Limited access to funds in an underdeveloped 
financial system restricts the availability of their own funds to 
individuals and also leads to high cost credit from informal sources 
such as moneylenders. Due to lack of access to a bank account and 
remittance facilities, the individual pays higher charges for basic 
financial transactions. Absence of bank account also leads to security 
threat and loss of interest by holding cash. All these impose real costs 
on individuals. Prolonged and persistent deprivation of banking 
services to a large segment of the population leads to a decline in 
investment and has the potential to fuel social tensions causing social 
exclusion. Thus, financial inclusion is essential for accelerated 
economic growth of the country. 

DEMONETIZATION FACTS  

November 8, 2016 demonetization announcement involved the task of 
replacing more than 22 billion pieces of Rs.500 and Rs.1000 notes for 
1.3 billion citizens through 1.3 lakh branch outlets was a herculean 

task. Historically, nowhere in the world has a similar exercise been 
undertaken at this massive scale. It is a reaping time for the banks that 
made considerable investments on digitization of banking services. The 
alternate platforms  cards, internet banking, mobile banking, PoS 
terminals - have further gained momentum post demonetization 

www.ijmer.in 134



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF MULTIDISCIPLINARY EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH 

ISSN : 2277-7881; IMPACT FACTOR – 4.527; IC VALUE:5.16; ISI VALUE:2.286 
VOLUME 6, ISSUE 5(4), MAY  2017   

 

 
 

announcement. An average daily debit card transaction has almost 
doubled and demand for PoS machine installations has increased 2-3 
times. Due to the prevailing economic scenario India witnessed a surge 
in digital transactions and mobile transactions. This development is to 
be seen instrumental in achieving complete financial inclusion.  

RATIONALE OF DEMONETIZATION  

India is swiftly increasing in terms of growth and standing in No.1 

position in terms of growth but ranked 76 in Global Corruption 
Perception Ranking. It is no secret that the evil of corruption and black 
money also have grown beyond the control of the system. In fact they 
are influencing the system and weakening the efforts in financial 
inclusion. Also, existence of huge number of high value currency notes 
has created conducive environment for hoarding black money, 
corruption in business and politics and funding of terrorism by hostile 
countries. Therefore demonetization was on the anvil as one of the 
major steps to make economy free of these evils. The primary steps 
were already taken during the last two years viz., Aadhar seeding to gas 
and other services making PAN compulsory for high value transactions, 
Prime Minister’s Jan Dhan Yojana of no frills accounts and recent 
Income Disclosure Scheme. These policies have been adopted under the 
recommendation and pressure of the experts and the need to eradicate 

economic evils. These efforts directly or indirectly will culminate into 
complete financial inclusion.  

 DEMONETIZATION EFFECTS 

The alternate platforms – cards, internet banking, mobile banking, PoS 
terminals have further gained momentum post the demonetization 
announcement. However, there is heavy disruption to the business due 
to which growth expectations have reduced. International rating agency 
Fitch has lowered India’s GDP growth to 6.9% for the financial year 
2017. The following are the other effects:  
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 It may cause deflation in the market as people who have earned 

money through illegal ways would be afraid to declare the money in 
fear of prosecution due to the illegitimacy of the income.  

 It has already lead to reduction of money circulation in the economy 

and this may result in deflation  

 A lot of cash which are legally earned will be deposited in the banks 

and now the banks with more deposits will be able to do more lending 
and the rate of lending may come down  

Accessibility of loans will become easier and as interest rates reduce 

economic activity will be boosted.  

 DEMONETIZATION ADVANTAGES 

 The demonetization decision taken by the government will help to 

eliminate black money and corruption to large extent  

 Due to lack of funding there will be no arms smuggling and all the 

terrorist activities will also be reduced  

 Withdrawal limits set by the RBI has reduced currency circulation. 

Therefore card transactions will slowly replace the cash transactions in 
daily activities  

 The regulations for exchange of money in banks on producing a valid 

identity card like PAN, Aadhar card and electoral card will facilitate 
the government to track the money which is being exchanged  

 Financial Intelligence Unit will track all details of the transactions 
from the banks. Therefore, now it is difficult hide the black money 

 Real estate industry will have more transparency and credibility, 
making it more attractive to the foreign investors as well as domestic 
investors  
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 DEMONETIZATION DISADVANTAGES 

 It has caused great inconvenience to common man who struggled to 

exchange old high denomination notes 

 Replacing all the old high denomination notes, as ordered by the 

government, could heavily cost the RBI  

 The general business activity has tremendously effected resulting 

thousands of crores of loss to the national income after demonetization 
announcement  

 It has taken a toll on half of the population who are not well versed 

with the card transactions  

 The major problem is that big fishes will be left out whose black 

money is in the form of foreign currency, gold and property and stashed 
in tax havens  

 The ATM recalibration will take time 

CONCLUSION  

The rewards of demonetization are much encouraging and the 
demonetization is in the long term interest of the country. Government 
need to ensure that there will be a smooth flow of currency exchanges. 
The current demonetization initiative by the Government of India will 

take Indians ten steps ahead. Though it is has given temporary pains, it 
taught financial lessons. It will also impact corruption, elections and 
terrorism. It is a reaping time for the banks that made considerable 
investments on digitization of banking services. The cashless and 
transparent mechanism has gained momentum post demonetization. 
This will give a boost to the poor, lower middle class and small 
businesses into the digital payment fold, and new way of life and a step 
towards removing regional disparity. 
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Abstract:  

The main purpose of this study was to explore English language 
teachers cognation of cooperative learning and their classroom 
practices in Abdi Bor Secondary School. To achieve this, specific 
objectives were set giving due emphasis to teachers’ cognation of 
cooperative learning,  their actual classroom  practices in selecting 
cooperative learning strategies and major challenges those hamper 
effective implementation of different cooperative learning strategies 
were the themes of the current study. In doing so, descriptive case 
study was used so as to disclose the existing situations related to 
cooperative learning in the area under study. Based on the focus of this 
research undertaking, the subjects of the study were delimited to 
secondary school English language teachers in Abdi Bor Secondary 
School.  In connection with this, the method of sampling employed was 
availability sampling since only six English language teachers who were 
carrying out the teaching learning process during the researcher’s stay 
in the school took part actively  in the study. This has happened since 
two of eight English language teachers in the school were not around 
during the study. In this study, data were gathered through 
questionnaire, classroom observation and interview. Data collected 
through questionnaire were discussed using mean values since using 
percentage is misleading for such a limited number of participants. On 
the other hand, data that were gathered through classroom observation 
and interview were analyzed qualitatively. The findings of the study 
revealed that the main implementers of cooperative learning (teachers) 
have a blurred cognation of cooperative learning; as a result, their 
practice of cooperative learning was not promising.  Among serious 
factors affecting implementation of cooperative learning, lack of 
interest and attitudinal resistance by wrongly mapping cooperative 
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learning to the current one to five government’s political reform, poor 
instructional facilities and classroom setting, and lack of orientation 
and training were the major ones. Finally, on the basis of the findings, 
it was recommended that teachers have to be well equipped with basic 
knowledge and skills that could help in fostering critical thinking and 
problem solving capacity of the learners. Thus, concerned bodies have 
to plan for continuous trainings and orientations on the nature, 
practice and relevance of cooperative learning in English language 
classes. 

Key words: Cognation, Practice, Cooperative learning, Methods and 
Strategies 

Introduction 

This study gives a due attention to students’ active engagement in 
English language classes through mutual benefit. Over the past decade, 
researchers and instructors in Ethiopia and around the world have 
attempted to promote cooperative learning, which is believed to 
promote both academic and social interaction in teaching learning 
process. Despite this fact, in several fields of teaching it becomes 
difficult to introduce innovations of this kind even when it would 
clearly be advantageous and beneficial.  The Ethiopia Ministry of 
Education has begun to promote inquiry learning that encourage 
students and teachers to teach and learn in a more meaningful manner 
than the past decade ago. This approach is supposed to develop 
inquisitive and creative thought if put in to practice appropriately. 
Thus, it is mirrored by the demand to prepare students in the way 
which develops problem solving skills – process which, in many cases, 
never encourages learning by rote and algorithmic learning rather 
which develops higher cognitive skills (ICDR, 1999). 

Cooperative learning is a pedagogical practice that has attracted much 
attention over the last three decades because of a large body of research 
that indicates students gain both academic and social knowledge and 
skills when they have opportunities to interact with others to 
accomplish shared goals (Johnson & Johnson, 2002). Through 
interaction, students learn to interrogate issues, share ideas, clarify 
differences, and construct new understandings (Webb &Mastergeorge, 
2003). In so doing, they learn to use language to explain new 
experiences and realities which, in turn, help them to construct new 
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ways of thinking and feeling. Moreover, when students work 
cooperatively together, they show increased participation group 
discussions, demonstrate a more sophisticated level of discourse, engage 
in fewer interruptions when others speak, and provide more 
intellectually valuable contributions (Gillies, 2006). 

Similarly, Silberman(1996) reminds that real learning is not 
memorization . Most of what we memorize is lost in hours. This means 
that learning cannot be swallowed. In order to retain what has been 
taught, students must put together what they hear and see into 
meaningful whole. Among various pedagogical moves these days , 
cooperative learning is one of the promising means of engaging 
students actively in small group work as far the result of different 
empirical studies are concerned. 

Despite a very old day introduction of English language  in to Ethiopian 
education system which dates back to 1908 when fist government 
school was opened in the country, the level of English language 
proficiency is worsening from time to time as far as the results some 
research undertakings are concerned. In fact, deterioration in 
proficiency and competence is not only a pastime experience rather it 
has extended its unpleasant influence to present days (Hailom 1993, 
Mekonnen, 1998). Gessesse (1999) also ascribes Ethiopian students low 
English language proficiency to their poor background that resulted 
from their primary and secondary school education experience and 
exposure. In this regard, Richards and Rodgers (2001) claims  that  
teaching methodology can be the cause for success or failure in 
language learning since  the method often determines the “What” and 
“how” of language instruction. 

Statement of the problem 

Traditionally people think of the classroom as the place where the 
teacher knows everything and students empty vessel to be filled with 
knowledge. This type of curriculum organization emphasizes academic 
knowledge and instructional methods, which initiated memorization 
and recall of simple facts (ICDR, 1999). 

However, in relation to this shift of focus, Tuor (1993:22) states: 

The recent interest show in learner-centeredness in 
language teaching, apparent to concepts such as learner 
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autonomy, self-directed learning, or syllabus negotiation 
which revolves around a redefinition of the role students 
can play in the learning of the language. 

There is nothing to be denied that social interaction plays a major role 
in how children teach (Gillies, 2003b), yet, in many classrooms, 
students are often considered as passive recipients of knowledge rather 
than being active in knowledge creation. This, in part, may be due to 
teachers' propensity to talk at students who are required to listen and 
respond, often just reiterating information provided earlier by the 
teacher (Galton, Hargreves, Comber, Wall, & Pell, 1999). Moreover, 
Galton et al. observed that children are rarely asked challenging 
questions where they are required to think about the issues and provide 
reasons for their responses.  

It is important that teachers understand how to embed cooperative 
learning into the classroom curricula to foster open communication and 
engagement between teachers and students, promote cooperative 
investigation, problem-solving and reasoning, and provide students 
with an environment where they feel supported and emotionally secure 
(Johnson & Johnson, 2003). 

According to Endalew(2009) , teachers are incompetent to prepare 
teaching materials that enhance students’ active engagement based on 
principle of cooperative learning. This implies that teachers in most 
Ethiopian schools seem dependent on national prepared textbooks that 
might not fit for the purpose because of countless contextual factors. 
Teferi(2011) on his part undertook a research on teachers perception of 
cooperative learning and  their classroom practices, and came up with 
the finding that boldly indicated as teachers understood  benefits of 
cooperative learning very well. Opposed to the findings discussed above, 
the researcher of the current study has subscription that if teachers 
professional cognition and capability is not critically addressed, a crude 
finding like in Teferi(2011) which talks about teachers understanding 
of benefits of cooperative learning does not help much in the context 
where actual classroom is not examined. 

However, there is no any holistic study carried out on teachers’ 
cognation of cooperative learning and their classroom practices in 
secondary schools in Illu Abba Bor zone with especial focus on English 
language classes. Thus, the inspiration of this study mainly arouses 
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from the researcher’s interest to address the problem and put the 
ground for further work in the area. 

Objectives of the study 

The major objective of this study is to explore how teacher’ cognation 
influence implementation of cooperative learning in English language 
classes at Abdi Bor Secondary School. 

The specific objectives of the study are: 

 To explore teachers’ cognation of cooperative learning in Abdi Bor 
Secondary School. 

 To assess teachers’ classroom practice in English language classes 
in light of cooperative learning strategies. 

 To identify the most tremendous factors which may affect 
implementation of cooperative learning in English language classes 
at Abdi Bor Secondary School. 

The researcher believes that language learning might be highly 
influenced by the methods and techniques that the teacher employs in 
the classroom. Making the class interactive is seen as one of means that 
improves students’ language proficiency. Very specifically, the following 
research questions were raised in the course of the study: 

1. What is the level of English language teachers’ cognation with 
respect to cooperative learning? 

2. To what extent cooperative learning strategies is being practiced 
in English language classes at Abdi Bor Secondary School? 

3. What are the main reasons behind for preferring or avoiding 
cooperative learning techniques in English language class at 
Abdi Bor Secondary School? 

Research Methodology 

 The Research Design 

This study attempts to explore teachers’ cognation and practice of 
cooperative learning in English language classes at Abdi Bor Secondary 
School. Thus, descriptive case study was employed as it might enable 
the researcher to describe the current status of the area under study. 
Yin (2003) bases their approach to case study on a constructivist 
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paradigm. Constructivists claim that truth is relative and that it is 
dependent on one’s perspective. This paradigm recognizes the 
importance of the subjective human creation of meaning, but doesn’t 
reject outright some notion of objectivity.  

The study Area Description 

The study was carried out in Ilu Abba Bora zone of Oromia regional 
state, which is located in the south west of Ethiopia, 600kms away from 
the capital Addis Ababa.  

 Sources of Data and Sampling Techniques 

The study was conducted in Abdi Bori Secondary school in order to 
explore English language teachers’ cognation of cooperative learning 
and their classroom practices. The school was selected using purposive 
sampling method. The main reason for choosing the school was that the 
researcher believes that he could secure adequate cooperation and 
assistance from the principals, department head and classroom 
teachers since they are not fed up being participants of the study 
opposed to teachers in other big cities in the country. As the study was 
confined only to one school and few participants, it falls under a 
discipline called a case study. The sources of data for this study were 
only English language teachers in the school.  The researcher formerly 
proposed to include all English language teachers in the study since 
they were only eight in number, which was composed of six male and 
two female teachers. Unfortunately, the number of participants of the 
study was reduced to six teachers since three of them were not present 
in the school during the study. 

Table 1 Background of the respondents 

Sex Age Qualification 

M F 18-
25 

26-
30 

30-
35 

36-
40 

41-
45 

>
45 

Dip B.A/B
Ed 

M.
A 

N N N N N N 
 

N N N N N 

4 
 

2 - - 3 - 3 - - 6 - 

Load per week Teaching experiences 
≤1 11- 16- ≥21 0-2 3-7 8-12 13- >20 

www.ijmer.in 144



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF MULTIDISCIPLINARY EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH 

ISSN : 2277-7881; IMPACT FACTOR – 4.527; IC VALUE:5.16; ISI VALUE:2.286 
VOLUME 6, ISSUE 5(4), MAY  2017   

 
0 15 20 20 
N N N N N N N N N 
- - 3 3 - - 1 2 3 
Instruments and Procedures of Data Collection 

Three instruments of data collection: questionnaire, classroom 
observation and interview were used in this study. 

       Questionnaire 

Questionnaire is widely used in second language research to elicit 
information about certain conditions and practices; in particular it is 
used in collecting data on phenomenon which are not easily observed, 
such as cognation and self concept. It is also used in to obtain 
background information about the research subject. Except in the first 
part, Likert scale was used in the questionnaire, in which individuals 
have responded to statements between the extreme continuums that 
represent cognation related questions were provided with one item each 
under part three and four.  

        Classroom Observation 

 Because of the richness and credibility of information it can provide, 
observation is desirable types of data gathering instrument. 
Accordingly, non-participant observation was used in this study mainly 
to get information on practice of cooperative learning in English 
language classes and to spot out some serious challenges teachers face 
during actual teaching learning process.  

The main focus areas include teachers’ ability in using appropriate 
techniques and meaningful activities that hold students’ interest and 
due attention was also given to students’ level active engagement and 
cooperation.  Classroom observation check list was not used to examine 
cognation and practice of cooperative learning in English language 
classes as it cannot capture unanticipated phenomena that might 
happen. Thus, observations were not done by rating to different scales, 
but field notes were taken by considering various events holistically. 

Thus, the researcher recorded the whole length of lesson using codes 
and abbreviation since it is not possible to record each and every event 
in the classroom by writing dawn in full sentences and words in actual 
classroom time. To minimize the chance of missing major events to be 
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used for comparison, the researcher immediately transcribed with fresh 
memory of the lessons. 

        Interview 

According several social science researchers, interview is a necessary 
tool to understand deep feeling, cognations, values or the way people 
interpret world around them. In this study, therefore, teachers’ belief 
on how cooperative learning is handled, their attitude on the varied use 
activities and tasks, their cognation on whether it is the teacher who is 
a source of knowledge or the students was assessed using semi- 
structured interview.   This is because semi -structured form of 
interview permits him to encourage his respondents to talk at length 
and would lead to a more complete picture of the respondents’ view on 
classroom practice of cooperative learning techniques. 

Procedures of Data Analysis 

 Data gathered through the three tools mentioned above were 
presented and analyzed in chapter four. In this study, data were 
analyzed through both qualitative and quantitative methods.   

 Procedures Used in Analyzing the Self Repot Data 

The self repot data, which were collected through questionnaire and 
interview, were analyzed both quantitatively and qualitatively. Since all 
close ended questions have either five or four response categories, the 
analysis of the questionnaire responses need changing the responses to 
each item into frequency and mean values. After converting the 
responses into frequency and mean values, an attempt was made to 
display the result in the table. 

Teachers’ responses to interview questions were analyzed qualitatively. 
Since interview was carried out after observation sessions were made. 
An attempt was also made to sort the responses in the manner it 
substantiate the findings of questionnaire and observation results. 
Besides, all interview responses were analyzed descriptively on the 
basis of the responses categories.                                 

Major Findings and Discussion of the Study 

This chapter presents the analysis and interpretation of data and major 
findings of the study. In doing so, data collected through questionnaire 
is presented with help of tables. On the other hand, data collected 
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through classroom observation and interviews are analyzed 
qualitatively. For convenience, this chapter is divided into different 
thematic areas under umbrella themes: teachers’ cognation and 
knowledge of cooperative learning, their classroom practices and 
challenges in implementing cooperative learning respectively. Finally, 
discussions of the major findings were made at the very end of this 
chapter. 

   Findings of the Study 

 Teachers’ Cognation and Knowledge of Cooperative learning 

 It seems apparent that teachers’ cognation of cooperative learning has 
important role in influencing the effective implementation of 
cooperative learning in the classroom either positively or negatively.  . 
To this point, it is not easy to get teachers join a cooperative learning 
approach from active teaching because of multiple factors.  It is 
cognizance of this fact that six English language teachers in Abdi Bor 
Secondary School were asked to rate items related to their cognation 
and knowledge of cooperative learning. 

Table 2: Teachers’ Cognation of Cooperative Learning 

Responses obtained through questionnaire in exploring teachers’ 
cognation and knowledge of cooperative learning is presented in the 
table below. Key: 5= strongly agree, 4=Agree, 3=Undecided, 
2=Disagree, 1= Strongly disagree, F= frequency 
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Items 
5 4 3 2 1 

(Σ
vx
f) 

(Σvxf
)N 

F F F F F   
 1. As the teacher holds most of the information students need on the   
subject matter he/she teaches, he/she has to take an active role than 
the students in teaching learning process without interaction. 

- 2 - 3 1 15 2.5 

2. I believe that teaching facts is more important than engaging 
students in performing information gap tasks to develop their 
communicative and linguistic competency.   

1 - - 2 3 14 2.33 

3. Students learn more when there is small group interaction. 4 2 - - - 28 4.66 
 4. Teachers have to encourage and help students in order they solve 
problem posed without being frustrated. 

5 1 - - - 29 4.8 

 5. Tasks and activities to be brought to English language classes need 
not have to have such a strong connection with students’ real life as it 
is an international language. 

- - - 2 4 8 1.33 

 6. Cooperative learning maximizes the sense of commitment in 
teaching learning process. 

3 3 - - - 27 4.5 

7. Students’ critical thinking skills will be developed by making all and 
every classroom activities too challenging. 

2 1 - - 3 17 2.83 

 8. I know cooperative learning adds a work load on the teacher. 1 3 - 1 1 20 3.3 
 9. Cooperative learning is not convenient to use in our context as in 
other natural science classes. 

- - - 3 3 9 1.5 

 10. Cooperative learning is not suitable to use instructional material 
as in teacher centered methods. 

- 3 - 2 1 15 2.5 
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11. Cooperative learning requires well-trained teachers and frustrates 
teachers who were trained in old curriculum 

2 3 - - 1 23 3.8 

12. It is difficult to cover the contents in the students’ textbook using 
cooperative learning method as it requires much time to assess 
students’ performance. 

4 2 -  - 28 4.66 

13. I believe cooperative learning mode develops inferiority complex in 
low achievers. 

2 2 - 1 1 21 3.5 

G.M       3.24 
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Table 2: Teachers’ Cognation of Cooperative Learning 

Teachers’ Cognation of Types of Tasks and Activities ought to 
Be Used 

According to recent English language pedagogy, tasks and activities to 
be brought to English language classes must be meaningful and have to 
some sort of connection with students’ real life situation and their prior 
experiences. Moreover, it is believed that tasks and activities of 
moderate difficulty level should be devised to enhance students’ active 
engagement. In this regard, as can be seen from  Table 2 above, 
respondents’ reaction to item 2 which says, “I believe that teaching fact 
is more  important than engaging students’ in performing information 
gap  tasks and activities to develop their communicative and linguistic 
competence” received a strong disagreement from respondents.  This 
implies that teaching facts and language rule alone is not enough to 
develop students’ communicative and linguistic competence.  Item 5 in 
the same table on its part also deals with meaningfulness of activities 
and tasks in English language classes in relation to students’ real life 
situation. To this point, the mean value of the item reads 2.33 which 
are mathematically rounded to 2. From this one can conclude that 
there is a disagreement to the statement which says, “Tasks and 
activities to be brought to English language classes need not have to 
have such a strong connection with students’ real life situation since it 
is an international language.” This can by default tells us that activities 
and tasks to be brought to language classes have to have a strong 
connection with students’ real life and background knowledge so as to 
secure their active participation and cooperation. For item 7 in table 2 
that deals with the degree of difficulties of activities to be used in 
English language classes the mean value reads 2.83. From this it is 
possible to infer that teachers are in dilemma whether students 
thinking skills can be developed by making each and every activities too 
challenging or not as the mean value of this item can be rounded to 3 
which stand for undecided response.  

          Teachers’ Cognation of their Own Role in English 
language classes 

The finding of this study shows that teacher must not be the center of 
the teaching learning process, but he or she has to encourage and help 
students to take active role in English language classes. Concerning 
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this, as can be seen from the table 2 above, respondents reaction to 
item 1 which says, “As a teacher holds most of information students 
need on the subject matter he/she teaches, he/she has to take active role 
than student in teaching learning process” depicts their blurred know 
how on the issue. This is because the mean value of the item falls 
between 2 and 3 which can possibly be rounded to 3 that by implication 
read a value for undecided. For item 3 under the same theme, its mean 
value reads 4.66 This indicates that teacher respondents’ agreement to 
the statement which says,” Students learn more when there is 
interaction”, likewise, respondents reaction to item 4 depicts their 
strong agreement since five of them replied  that teachers have to 
encourage and help students in order  they develop a potential and 
skills which enable them solve problems without considering 
themselves as the orchestrator of the teaching learning process. 

 In this regard, during the interview session the researcher raised 
question, “Do you think cooperative learning or traditional mode of 
teaching is effective in English language class?”, and the interviewees 
reacted as follows: 

Teacher [03]:  Just to help students learn something practical… 
particularly, in English language classes’ 
cooperative learning mode is effective since it 
opens opportunity for interaction among students. 
However, [in case of] traditional mode of teaching 
as it is known, you see students are too passive 
and their main role is memorizing the rules of the 
language.  

[03]’s response to this question never harmony with the response he 
gave for the question the researcher devised on the basis of the 
observation made when he was teaching the reading passage entitled 
‘The Sense of Responsibility.’ To this point, the researcher posed the 
following question to check whether teacher [03] has an appropriate 
knowledge  that enables him implement cooperative learning which 
further goes beyond a mere belief in its effectiveness. 

The researcher:  In the observation session when you were teaching a 
reading passage entitled “The sense of 
responsibility,” I have seen you explaining meanings 
of all words in the passage rather than providing 
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the students with pre-reading activities or brain- 
storming activities. Why did you prefer doing that 
way?  

 Teacher [03]:          Of course, just to save my time. You see students are 
not ready to learn by themselves. Thus, as I did not 
want to kill my time waiting for their answer, I 
myself preferred doing everything to proceed to the 
next activities (exercises). In addition, I believe that 
if students get clear of meanings of words first, it is 
easy for them to go to the next activities  

From the above  interview result it is possible to infer that  though 
teachers most of the time theoretically claim that students must take 
active role  in language classes via cooperation , it seems that  they still 
did not get  sufficient and appropriate knowledge of cooperative 
learning which further goes behind a mere belief. 

Classroom Practice of Cooperative learning 

                   As can be seen in the table below, different cooperative learning 
strategies were provided as a representative from the large menu of 
cooperative learning strategies to check whether teachers are making 
use of these varieties as situation demands or not . 

Table 3 Frequency and mean values of how often teachers use 
different cooperative learning strategies 

Key: 5=always, 4=frequently, 3=sometimes, 2=rarely, 1=not at 
all, F=frequency 

Items 
5 4 3 2 1 (Σv

xf) 
(Σvxf)
/N 

F F F F F   

1 Think-Pair-Share     6 6 1 

2 Project work  - - - 4 2 10 1.66 

3 Problem solving method  -  2 2 2 12 2 

4 Role-playing  - - 3 2 1 14 2.33 

5 Group discussion 4 2  - - 29 4.83 

www.ijmer.in 152



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF MULTIDISCIPLINARY EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH 

ISSN : 2277-7881; IMPACT FACTOR – 4.527; IC VALUE:5.16; ISI VALUE:2.286 
VOLUME 6, ISSUE 5(4), MAY  2017   

 
7 Case study - -  - 6 6 1 

8 Jigsaw learning - -   6 6 1 

9 Field trip - - 1 3 2 11 1.83 

Grand mean       3.29 

Table 3: Practice of Cooperative learning 

Dominant Cooperative learning Strategies Employed  

Among active learning strategies that could be implemented through 
cooperation and presented in the table 3 above, “Discussion” was 
answered by five of the six respondents claiming as they employ it 
“always”. The mean value for item 4(Discussion method) in the same 
Table is 4.83 which depicts that “discussion” is almost always used in 
English language classes at Abdi Bor Secondary School. Opposed to 
group discussion, the mean value for item 1(think-pair-share),7(case 
study) and 8(jigsaw learning) is the same, which reads 1.  From this one 
can understand that teacher respondents have little knowledge about 
varied cooperative learning strategies.  In connection with this, the 
researcher of this study confirmed that teachers in the school under 
study consider as if group discussion is the only alternative that 
enhances cooperation and active engagement.  

General Problems Observed during Classroom 
observation  

From transcription and evaluation of field note taken during 
observation sessions, almost all teachers simply started the day’s lesson 
other by providing feedback on the homework given the other day or by 
telling students to sit in pair or group and open their text books which 
were accompanied by discussion on the activities that are given in their 
text book. Moreover, students were not encouraged or exposed to relate 
past and present learning. On the top of these, teachers in the school 
under study did not organize the classroom appropriately for activities 
and schedule sufficient amount of time for activities, supervise students 
understanding and enter in to joint activities with students. However, 
most of the teachers were observed asking the students whether they 
finished their group discussion or not and wait till they could say “we 
have finished the tasks.” After that, the rest of the periods were 
covered by question and answer (i.e. the teacher asks some questions 
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from the text book and students attempt to give answers). From this it 
might be possible to conclude that teachers do not allocate appropriate 
time for tasks and activities. Besides, they mostly fixed to students’ text 
which might not be meaningful in a given context. In general, most of 
the classes were devoted to explanation of language structure which 
were mainly teacher dominated ones. 

Conclusion and Recommendation 

Conclusions 

Based on the findings of the study, the following conclusions were 
drawn: 

 Several research findings show that teachers’ cognation of 
cooperative learning affect its implementation either positively or 
negatively. The finding of this study also reveals that although 
teachers lack sufficient knowledge and commitment to implement 
cooperative leaning, they seem to be aware of the importance of 
cooperative learning.  Thus, it can be concluded that teachers’ lack 
necessary practical knowledge and skills to use cooperative learning 
that they advocate in theory.  

 Majority of teachers’ classroom activities were devoted to imparting 
of knowledge on the subject matter than interaction. Because, the 
result form class observation showed that students were dependent 
on teacher’s talk and copying notes which embraces the habit of 
passivity than being active. Thus, the classroom behaviors teachers 
exhibited look more features of active teaching than cooperative 
learning. 

 Responses from the participants of the study showed that students 
did not care for classroom interaction since they were mostly exam 
oriented ones. This is likely to happen from poor orientation  they 
have to wards cooperative learning and from   teachers’ much  focus 
on paper-pencil exam than practical skill exam which advances 
students’ creativity, critical thinking , problem solving skills etc.   

Recommendation and Intervention strategies 

In light with the major findings and conclusion of the study, it seems 
reasonable to suggest some recommendations here under, with the 
hope that they could be helpful to make harmony between teachers’ 
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cognation of students’ cooperative learning and their practices in 
English language classes’ of Abdi Bor Secondary School in particular 
and the rest of High Schools which share common denominators in 
general.  

 Since cognations guide practices of English language teachers, it is 
advisable to give extensive and continuous orientation for the 
teacher on both theoretical and practical skills of cooperative 
learning to make teaching learning process fruitful. Hence, 
concerned bodies at the federal and regional level have to plan and 
arrange training and workshops on cooperative learning. Besides, it 
sounds good if manual on cooperative learning is prepared and 
distributed to high school in the country as it was done for 
elementary schools.  

 Instructional resources have a great role in the implementation of 
cooperative learning. However, the finding of the study discloses 
that there is lack of sufficient recent reference materials, besides 
the narrowness of the library to accommodate such a large number 
of students at time. Moreover, there is no internet service in the 
school which enables the teachers to advance themselves and aid 
them with supportive teaching materials. Thus, it is advisable that 
the establishment of standard library which is equipped with   
recent reference materials that maximizes students self learning 
and creativity seems mandatory. Besides, regional Bureau and 
ministry of education should prepare a project, and search for 
cooperative NGOS who work to make internet service be accessible 
to high schools in Ethiopia since this is one ways of advancing 
education in the country.   .  

 Some respondents forwarded that they usually focus only on what is 
given in the students textbook. This is because their main target 
was covering the period allocated by the syllabus since finishing the 
portion alone is considered as one major criteria of teachers 
appraisal. Hence, rushing through text without meaningful 
learners’ engagement to cover a semester portion is not valuable; 
therefore, the department must make a table discussion and share 
experience on how to cover the semester portion without missing 
the basic tenets of cooperative learning.    
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Abstract:- Our institutions and schools were preparing the patriotism 

and make the citizens of India who mature in Ideas the nationalism in 
the student’s mind for spreads when people begin to believe that they 
all are part of the same nation , when they discover some unity that 
binds them together. This sense of collective belonging came partially 
through the experience of united struggles. This feeling of education 

come in the mind of students through classroom , India is developing 
country and identity of her as teacher of culture and civilization. 

Key words:-Nationalism, School, Teacher, and students , feelings of 

nationality. 

Introduction:-There are variety of culture processes through which 

captured people imagination . History and fiction , folklone and songs 
popular prints and symbols, all played a part in the making of 
nationalism . When we see the past the first world war created a new 
economics and political situation .It led to huge increase in defence 
expenditure which was financed by war loans and increasing taxes 
custom duties were raised and income tax introduced . Through the 
war inflation increased. Doubling between 1913 and 1998 leading to 
extreme hardship for the common people . Villages were called upon to 
supply soldiers and the forced recruitment in rural areas caused 
widespread anger. Schools were preparing a group of leaders and 
soldiers for  nation. 
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Nationalism feeling teach in our school and spread the light in student 
with the help of history like when Mahatma Gandhi return to India in 

January 1915 they organized satyagraha movement in various place of 
India and travelled in 1916 Champaran to inspire the peasants to 
struggle against the oppressive plantation system. In 1917 organised a 
satyagraha to support the peasants of the kheda district of Gujarat , 
from history teacher teaches his/ her students patriotism and their 
value for India and prepare in perfomencive way in skill. Indian 
schooling system is running today that how will develop the economy 
and how will reach the top economic point the world but should aware 
the students for saving the cultural heritage of India. Schools play the 
role to prepare a businessmen not complete value of India in future. 
Our schools has taught the students like Gandhi , Vivekanand, R.N. 
Tagore , Jawahar lal Nehru who were think tsnk of India and fight 
against corruptions. Like the Rowlatt act(1919) has been hurriedly 
passed through the imperial legislative council despite the united 

opposition of the Indian members. It gave the government enormous 
power to repress political activities and allowed detention of political 
prison without trial for two years. Gandhiji decided to launch a 
nationwide satyagraha against the proposed act(1919) . Mahatma 
Gandhi wanted non-violent civil disobedience against such unjust laws 
which would start with a hartal 0n 6 April. 

Our schools are not working on the basis of culture of India but prepare 
a bundle of mechanics , businessman and others . So uhemployment 
increase which affect the national values . Emotional deprivation 
incullation is determines for out nation for which arise the militant , 
Nuksalies who are guided by enemies of nation , this is big symbol for 
cultural harassment . 

Frame out:-School frame out and design course should be as follows- 
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Preprimary stage :-In this stage story telling and playing with toys 

but content should be prepare and teach them in performance way. 

1-Provid ethe stories of bravest and patriots for children and should to 

act as drama by teachers and give the opportunities for students for 
revision that acts. 

2-Play method approached should applied in the class and group 
activities might be increased in the student. 

3-sanitation importance teache by teachers to their students and 
introduce the lack of it increase different microorganism in your body 
which are harmful for your body. 

4-Correlate the proper adjustment with home , society and schools- 

                                                 Home                                                                                               

 

 

                              

                                 

                                School                        Society 

5-Introduce the student with his / her surrounding activities. At this 

stage children are ready to play and enjoy. So teacher should be aware 
to learn the students and create the knowledge of civics and Science. 
They teach about scientific way about nationality and ethics. 

Primary stage:-Teacher should be play the role as guardian with  help 

of parents for knowing the society from children are coming  in school. 

Course design as following:- 

1-Civics:-Constitution rights and about the different laws and power of 

democracy. 

  student 
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2-Science:-Physical, Chemical and Biological familiar knowledge like 

parts of body, plants, importance of crops etc. 

3-Geography:-Physical and political features of their district , state 

and nations. 

4-Environment:-Foodchain and importance of greenaries. 

Secondary stage:- At this stage teachers will be prepare a frame for 

year like calendar on based  of work as follows- 

1-Literature:-Local, Hindi, English with prose , poetry and grammar , 

development of skill practical work. Application letter and Essay 
writing , verbal activity through quiz competition , poster etc. 

2-Civics:-Constitution and their rights, Democracy, Administrative 

structure and introduce the different policy and their implimentations. 

3-Science:-Science is compiled way as physics, Chemistry, Zoology and 

Botany  should be teach in beginning way through practically. 

4-Social Science:-Structure of society, Home , School, Earth, Planets 

and other Physical and Political structure through different 
transactional mode. 

5-Environment:-About environmental awareness the teacher teach 
about plant , crops, water, ssanitation and their importance. 

6-peace education:-Teacher shall construct a programme on peace 
education and teach the practically as project work. 

7-Yoga Education:-Teacher should be aware for yoga class and 
construct a programme for yoga with moral Education for which 

understand the students about fitness of body. 

For Trainees:-Teacher trainees will capture the following objectives: 

1- Teacher will be able to understand  and appreciate the role of 
language not only as a vehicle of communication in day to day 
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transaction but also as an important for interpretating knowledge 
in various contexts-family, peer groups, school sites and community 

linked interactions. It also aims at developing an insight into the 
use of language in personal as well as academic and professional 
contexts. 

2- Student teacher able to understand the concept , aims and 
objectives of health and physical Education. Describe hygienic 
environment along with contributing factors and its importance 
explain various communicable diseases and first aid . Demonstrate 
ability to describe balance diet. Explain good Posture . Define 
general medical standard of an individual. 

3- Student teacher will be able to describe various human 
rights.Classsify human rights.Illustrate human right commission . 
List of domains  of human rights. Explain constitutional and  
institutional safeguards. State problems of refugees. Define 
uniprinciples in also creation with human rights. 

4- To enable the student teacher understand about the concept of 
Environmental Education . To develop the student teacher a sense 
of awareness about environmental pollution, possible hazards and 
its causes and remedies to develop a sense of responsibility toward 
conservation of environmental, bio-diversity and sustainable 
development. 

5- Student teachers understand about peace education on 
constitutional value and for reflection on the attitudesthat generate 
conflicts at personal and social values. Understand learning skill 
and strategies of resolving these conflicts.To focus strengthening 
self by continual reflectional leading to reduction in stereotypes . 
Understand creation , nature and promote the peace building 
capabilities among students. Understand influence of media  and 
local community by influencing parents, families and children. To 
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develop attitude and skill for resolving conflicts in creative manner 
and reflect on school curriculum , textbook and pedagogical 

processes and reflect on school. 

Conclusion:-Our school role play for nationalism by inculcate the 

knowledge in their student about human rights, yoga Education, 
Environmental education and Peace education through different 
transactional modes. They teach their students about Philosophical 
ground, historical persepectives and sociological persepectives of 
India for nationalism schools are important for it will be adopted 
the alertness. 
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ķĽÐŠ ,ఛంధసుŸక¡,యǳǷƔా సలక¡ ĳ¿దŢĳీఠంĺÂĽÐ ĸĆǯలలĐ ĵ�ĺాǵĥ� ǷƔా మ�ఖŪతǵǩŖ

అందĸ�ĥ� అరţమķÊŪ  ĵ�షలĐ మ�చŖటగ "మ�Į�Ūలసĸాల¡"మనమ�ందుంǩన ఘనత

గ�రజ�డĺాĸ�İ.ే

Ȏాľ�తŪసృļిŜ అİ�Ĳ�టకĶ¸Ûన,కȇతŵĶ¸Ûనఎల�ఉంĬ�లĐకȇķÊǵరşķంచుĥąĺాలǵగ�రజ�డ

తన కĲ�ŪȉలŐం ĳీī�కలĐ ఈȇధంగ ĳÐĸôŐĲ�Ťర .....

"ĵ�వపƔకటనక¡అత§ŪనŤతĶ¸Ûనĵ�హŪర¤ǷాǵŤķ¹ంచుక¡ĲÂĽÐŵఛŗరచķతక¡వ­ంĬ�ȃ.

చŖంధసుŸల¡,యǳǷƔా సల¡ ĵ�షక¡ సంĵ�షణ� Ȏĝలĵ�ŪǵŤ ķవŵలÌవ­.ĥావŪవసుŠ వ­

సమĥాȄనం ĥాĺాȃ.ĥావŪĵ�ష వŪవȏĸాǵĥ� దగœరĦాఉంĬ�లĲÂİ� గ�రజ�డĺాĸ� బలĶ¸Ûన 

ఆĥాంǖ    .  ĥాంǖక¡ బలĶ¸Ûన ప­Ĳ�İ� ఆంగųకȇ వరŝǅవȻŠ మ�టలÌ. 

           ĥాȅİ�సుǵ కȇత మంİ�ĥƘా ంతక¡ ĳ¿ట�ś ంİ� ĳÐĸ²ÓĮ,ేĺÂమనŤ 

ఆటĺ±లİ�ĥ�,Ƿాల¡Őĸ� İ�ŵపదĥ� ǷƔా ı�నŪతǵĽÐŠ   మ�Į�Ūల సĸాల¡ మ�చŖటĦా క¥ĸ�Ŗన 

ఘనత మన గ�రజ�డĺాĸ�İ.ే.. 

 "గ�త§Š Ĳ� మ�Į�Ūల సరమ�ల¡ 

 క¥ర Ŗĥóǵ Įేట½ౖన మ�టల 

 ĥóƘ తŠ Ƿాతల  ĶÉల¡కలķక 

www.ijmer.in 163



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF MULTIDISCIPLINARY EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH 

ISSN : 2277-7881; IMPACT FACTOR – 4.527; IC VALUE:5.16; ISI VALUE:2.286 
VOLUME 6, ISSUE 5(4), MAY  2017 

 మ�Į�Ūలసరమ�లను  మ�చŖటగ ǷƔా రంǻంĨ�ర .ĥాȅİ�సు రఘ�వంశ ĥావŪ 

ఆరంభంలĐ తన ȇనయ�ǵŤ ఇట�ų  పƔదĸ�ŸంĨ�ర .... 

 "मणौ वė समु×कȧणɀ सुğèय़ेव्ािèत मे गǓतः" 

         రంధƔంĨేయబĬ�న మణ�లĐǵĥ�( ĺాȄũĥాİ� కవ­ల¡ ĨేĽిన పĸ�చయం)İ�రప­ పƔĺÂశం 

సులభĶÉ కİ�...అనĦా ĥాȅİ�సు  రఘ�వంశ  ĸాǯల "మణ�ȏరం" ĽిదŢ ంĨĽేÐŠ  మన 

గ�రజ�డ ĺార  " మ�Į�Ūలȏరం"Ľిదţ ం ĨేĽి కȇక¡లగ�ర వ­ ĥాȅİ�సుĮČ ȎామŪంను Ƿû ంİ� 

కȇ క¡లగ�ర ĺ±ౖĲ�రǵ Ĩెప­ťట అǳశయంĥాదు. 

 గ�రజ�డ కȇతŵమ�ను మ�చŖటగ 5 అంశమ�ల¡గ ȇభǭంచవచుŖ అȇ.. 

1.మ�నవĮ�ĺాదం

2.మ¢Ĭ�Ĩ�ĸాల¡

3.దȅత జĲċదţరణ

4.ĽీŠ ŬజĲċదţరణ

5.İేశభĥ�Š

  ĥాȅİ�సు తన కȇతŵంలĐ పƔకృǳĥ�  మ�నȈకరణǵǩŖ మ�నవతȇల¡వలను Ĩ�ట�Į ే 

గ�రజ�డĺార  మ¢డభĥ�Šǵ ǵరĽింǩ "మǵļ"ి అĲÂ ĦÃయంలĐ  మ�నవతŵĶÉ మ�ĥ�Š అǵ 

ఇట�ų  Ĩ�ట½ను  ..... 

 '' కనుŤĮెĸ�ǩన ĥానబడĬో  

       మǵļ ిమ�త§Ɣ ǵ యందులÌĬో       Ķ¸ȃĦ� ĥąĸ�న కĸ�Ħ� ķ�Ĭో ..మ�ĥ�Š"మ¢Ĭ�Ĩ�ĸాలను 

ǵరĽిసూŠ  అందర¤ ĥ�డ¦క¡ సంĥÃతంగ చూĽÐ ĮČకచుకŐను ఇట�ų  అందంగ 

వĸ�şంǩన ఘనత గ�రజ�డ ĺాĸ�İ.ే.. 

 " దూరబంధువ­ ķతడ¦ భ¢ǽĥ� 

  İ�ĸ�Ƿč వ­చు చూడవĨెŖను 

 Ĭెబŧİెనుబİ� ķÊండų ĥóకతర  …  నర ల కనుŤల పండ¦ĺ±"ౖ 
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దూరబందువ­గ,Įెలų కల¡వగ,సంసŐరణపĮ�కగ వĸ�şంĨెను. మ�Į�Ūల సరమ�లలþ... 

ĮČకచుకŐ,ĺÂగ�చుకŐ సూర Ūǵ ĥóలవĬ�ǵĥ� వĨ�ŖయĲ�Ťడ¦.ఇİ� అదుŨత ĥóలమ�నమ�.

ĥాȅİ�స మȏకȇ క¡మ�రసంభంలĐ ľ�మవంత§ǵ ఇట�ų  వĸ�şంĨెను.... 

         Ĥुͬथåया मानɮÖडः इव िèथतः(పృį�ŵǵ ĥóȃĨే ĥóలబదŢ) ఇట�ų  అదుŨత 

ĥóలపƔమ�ణమ�ల¡ వĸ�şంǩన ఘనత Ȉĸ�ర వ­ĸ�İ.ే 

  ĥాȃİ�సు తన ĥాĺాŪలలĐ ĥాంతలక¡ ǷƔా ı�నŪతǵǩŖనటÎų  గ�రజ�డ ప®రşĶÉũ ఆయనక¡ 

ĽీŠ ŬజĲċŅŢరణ పటų  ఆయన మక¡Őవను వŪకŠమ� ĨేసుŠ Ĳ�Ťķ. 

ఉపసంȏరః   ,కȇక¡ల గ�ర వ­గ ĥ�ĸ�Šంచుటక¡ ĥాȅİ�సుǵలĐǵ ĥóǵŤ వరşనుల¡ 

గ�రజ�డĺాĸ� వరşలĮČ జతĨేయ�ట జĸ�Ħ�ంİ� సహ¯Ɠ దయతĮú Ľీŵకĸ�ȎాŠ రǵ ఆĽిసుŠ Ĳ�Ťను, 

References:   

1.Worksof Kalidasa  by C.R.Devadhar

2.Raghuvamsam of Kalidasa by M.R.Kale

3.Mutyalasaramulu by Gurajada

4.Manishi(geyam) by Gurajada

5.Puttadi bomma poornamma by Gurajada
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TRIBAL MARKET PROMOTION:ROLE OF GOVERNMENT 
AGENCIES 

Dr. V. Sudhakara Rao 
Lecturer in Commerce 

Visakha Govt. Degree College (W) 
Visakhapatnam 

 

 More than a century ago the liberal school of political philosophy 
was under the influence of the doctrine of Laissez-faire. Under this 
doctrine the Government was expected to leave business alone and 
confine its activities to the maintenance of law and order. Competitions 
in the trade world furnish the necessary control to safeguard the 
community against adverse effects of individual selfishness and greed. 

 Under economic planning totalitarian economies are highly 
planned and centrally controlled. The State owns all the productive 
resources and there is complete regimentation of economic activity. Not 
only in production planning but also in consumption planned by the 
State. The Government decides what shall be produced and in what 
quantities. It does not allow the amount and variety of production to be 
determined by consumer preferences. The industrial policy of the 

Government is also another instrument for regulating trade and 
industries. There is a need for regulating investment, production, 
distribution and prices which are quite essential to make use of all the 
resources including forest produce. 

LIST OF I.T.D.A IN THE STATE 

 Government has issued many protective regulations to prevent 
exploitation of tribal people by outsiders.  During IInd Five Year Plan in 
Andhra Pradesh an integrated project approach was initiated by 
Government by starting four multipurpose projects in 1956 at Paderu, 
Utnoor, Narasampet and sethampeta1. To promote the tribal 

development, in the Vth Plan a major shift in the strategy of tribal 
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development has been initiated and is broadly defined as the tribal Sub 
plan approach.  The integrated tribal development under sub plan 
approach envisaged multi-level planning at all levels. Official 
machinery for the preparation, implementation and monitoring of 
various programmes under integrated tribal development programme is 
also initiated, which is known as the Integrated Tribal Development 
Agency (ITDA). Tribal development Blocks were also established 
covering all tribal areas of the state.  Various schemes were 

implemented to solve the tribal problems by I.T.D.A.  

The tribal Sub Plan is being implemented by the ITDA through 
the resources drawn from State level Plan funds, special central 
assistance, Agencies, centrally sponsored programmes of Central 
Ministries and institutional finance. The activities of various 
developmental agencies of the Government especially the G.C.C., ITDA 
and various other Government Departments like Forest, Soil and Water 
Conservation, Roads and Buildings, Minor Irrigation, Horticulture 
Department etc. have geared up to improve the quality of life of the 
tribes and in the growth of their economy. Several non-tribals came 
into contact with the tribes and contributed for the magnetization of 
tribal economy. The protective legislation regarding land transfer and 
money lenders are implemented. Act 1/70 was strictly implemented in 
the tribal areas. According to the said Act persons other than tribal 
people have no right to purchase lands and construct houses or shops in 

the Agency areas.  Survey and settlement of tribal lands was taken up 
besides massive programme of land assignment to the landless tribal 
people. Co-operative organizations were established which formed the 
agencies for promoting economic and social welfare of the people2.  

These cooperative organizations helped the tribal people to some extent 
giving loans and advances for agriculture and other purposes.  But 
these steps are not sufficient for their improvement to the expected 
levels.  The Government established A.P. Scheduled Tribes Finance 
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and Development Corporation in 1956 with a view to assist the tribal 
traders in finance, trade and other aspects of development in business.  

 The nationalized banks were also asked to advance loans to the 
tribal people for agricultural or business purposes basing on securities 
of land, house or business firm. The Girijan Co-operative Corporation 
was established with major or minor depots throughout the state in the 
District Head Quarters, and other major towns.  All the forest products 
are purchased from tribal people at reasonable rates and distributed to 

the general public by the G.C.C. through its depot’s and through Rythu 
Bazars( separate markets). To achieve overall development of the tribal 
people and the tribal area, the Girijan Development Authority was 
established.  Later the same was abolished and a broad based 
Integrated Tribal Development Agencies were established with the 
Chief Executive Authority, an I.A.S. Officer for every district.  Ample 
funds were allotted by the State as well as the Central Government.  
The welfare of tribal people is now-a-days of paramount importance to 
any State Government.  The Andhra Pradesh Schedule Tribe Co-
operative Finance Corporation (TRICOR) provided margin money to 
give inputs for the flow of institutional finance. 

 A National Scheduled Tribes Financial and Development 
Corporation (NSTFDC) is also set up by the central Government with 
an authorized share capital of Rs.500 crores. NSTFDC is an apex 
institution for financing economically viable projects for Scheduled 

Tribes and extends financial assistance at concessional rates. During 
Tenth Five Year Plan, about 510 projects of NGOs were provided 
financial assistance to the tune of Rs. 146.16 crores. Table 7.1 following 
shows the Geographical area of ITDAs in Andhra Pradesh.    
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LIST OF ITDA’S IN ANDHRA PRADESH AND THEIR AREA 

S. 

No. 

Name of the 

District 

Head 

Quarters of 
ITDA 

Area in 

the 

District 

Sq.Kms. 

ITDA 

area Sq. 
Kms. 

% of 
ITDA 
Area 

1. Srikakulam Seethampeta 5,800 1289.32 22.23 

2. Vizianagaram Parvathipuram 6,500 1740.98 26.78 

3. Visakhapatnam Paderu 11,200 5904.51 52.72 

4. East Godavari Rampa 
Chodavaram 

10,800 4191.65 38.81 

5. West Godavari Kota Rama 
Chandrapuram 

7,800 1006.10 12.90 

6. Khammam Paloncha 16,000 6899.92 43.12 

7. Warangal Eturnagaram 12,900 3122.46 24.20 

8. Adilabad Utnoor 16,100 6138.50 38.13 

9. Mahaboobnagar Mannanum 18,400 1191.90 6.48 

Total  105,500 31,485.34 29.84 

Source: Hand Book of Basic Statistics of TCR & TI, Tribal Welfare     

              Department, Government of Andhra Pradesh, Hyderabad, 
1993, P-27. 

 As regards Visakhapatnam District, the I.T.D.A. Paderu covers 
an area of 5,904.51 square kilometers out of the total District area of 
11200 Square Kilometers. The area of ITDA Paderu constitutes 52.72 
per cent of the total district area.  In respect of percentage of area it 
occupied the first place in the State whereas Mannanur of 
Mahaboobnagar was the last in the state with a coverage area of only 
6.48 per cent of the total area of the district.  
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ASSISTANCE OF GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES  

 In weekly markets middlemen, brokers and retailers are 
dominating and purchase the minor forest produce from the local tribal 
sellers with low prices. In measurement of produce also they try to 
cheat the sellers. For control such type of exploitation, the Government  
agencies also opened separate stalls for procuring the minor forest 
produce and to offer higher rates than others with a view to promote 
the sales of minor forest produce.   

           The table depicts the assistance of Government Agencies in 
promoting the sales of minor forest produce in the weekly markets. G. 

K.Veedhi and Munchunigput mandals are securing more Governmental 
assistance than others in promoting the sales of Minor forest produce. 
Among the respondents 192 of them ie 87.27 per cent are securing the 
assistance and the rest of them who are  28 in number ie 12.73 per cent 
did not respond, meaning they are not getting any assistance. 

 The table depicts response about involvement of Government 
agencies in marketing of minor forest produce. As per the table, 25 per 
cent come under Adda leafs, 17.19 per cent under Hill Brooms, 13.02 
per cent under Honey, 30.21 per cent under Tamarind and 14.58 per 
cent come under others. According to the table 87.27 per cent of the 
respondents positively responded regarding the involvement of 
Governmental agencies in marketing of minor forest produce.  The 
table indicates the different encouragement schemes provided by the 
Governmental agencies for marketing of minor forest produce in the 

weekly markets. These schemes are more useful for the growth and 
development of the business. Participation in exhibitions increases the 
volumes of sales of the produce and is useful for publicity also.  

As per the table, Adda leafs 43.9 per cent, Hill Brooms 55.3 per 
cent, Honey 73.5 per cent, Tamarind 63.3 per cent, others 71 per cent, 
overall total 59.5 per cent of the contacted persons responded positively 
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on the arrangement of exhibitions by the Government. Regarding 
construction of stalls and sheds in the weekly market by the 
Government a majority of the respondents negatively responded. Viz 
under Adda leafs 87.7 per cent, Hill Brooms 89.5 per cent, Honey 85.3 
per cent, Tamarind 75 per cent, others 83.9 per cent and overall 83.6 
per cent. This indicates the failure of the Government in construction 
of stalls and sheds in the weekly markets. 

 As regards to providing market intelligence, the table reveals 

that the respondents of Adda leafs are 61.4 per cent, Hill Brooms 65.8 
per cent, Honey 73.5 per cent, Tamarind 83.3 per cent, others 83.9 per 
cent and grand total 73.2 per cent responded positively. The 
Government also procures and purchases the minor forest produce 
from the respondents. As per the table the respondents of Adda leafs 
are 70.2 per cent, Hill Brooms 76.3 per cent, Honey 85.3 per cent, 
Tamarind 90 per cent, Others 87.1 per cent and overall total 81.4 per 
cent who Sell their produce to the Government.   

 In securing capital requirements the Governmental agencies are 
also helpful and give proper guidance to the respondents. Some of the 
respondents are ignorant in securing assistance from the Governmental 
agencies. The table indicates the response of the respondents as 19.8 
per cent belongs to G.K.Veedhi mandal and 18.0 per cent of 
Munchungiput mandal. They gave better response when compared to 
Paderu and G.Madugula mandals which is 3.6 per cent for both. 

According to the table 50.45 per cent of the respondents in total are 
securing Governmental assistance for capital requirements whereas 
49.55 per cent of the respondents are ignorant in securing the 
assistance from the Governmental agencies for capital requirements. 

Supporting Services Provided by the Govt. Agencies 

 In the Weekly markets the G.C.C. and Marketing Societies 
procure the Produce from the respondents. The middlemen and 
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Dalaries(mediators) also procure the produce. Actually there is a 
restriction in the procurement of coffee seeds by the middlemen. The 
respondents should invariably sell their produce of coffee seeds to the 
Coffee Board (APSFDC) only, which protects the welfare of the coffee 
growers in so far as their produce and sales are concerned.                      
SUPPORTING SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE GOVERNMENT 
AGENCIES 

S.No 
Kind of support 

 

1 Subsidy in loans and advances 

2 Purchase the commodity 

3 Storage facilities 

4 Through marketing Society 

5 Maintaining the price rate 

6 Providing infrastructure facilities 

7 No response 

  The study indicates response on supporting services provided 
by the Government agencies for sale of minor forest produce. Purchase 
of the produce by the Government agencies is 68.2 per cent and 65.9 
per cent purchases were through the Marketing Society. Further 58.6 
per cent are maintaining the price rate, 47.7 per cent got subsidy, loans 
and advances, 28.2 per cent have storage facilities and 25 per cent are 
for providing infrastructure facilities. 

  With regard to subsidy in loans and advances almost equal 
response was given by the respondents ie.,  47.7 per cent and 52.3 per 
cent respectively but regarding storage facility 71.8 per cent did not 
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respond due to their failure in securing support services provided by 
the Governmental agencies. 

Exports and Imports: 

 Exports are very important for any country. It gives income and 
is a growing segment of foreign trade. Self-reliance must continue to be 
a paramount objective of the country’s industrial and economic policy. 
For maintaining good international trade and trade relationships, every 
country exports its excess produce and products to other countries.  

Actually the existing quantitative restrictions are inhibiting 
development of trade and some industries. Imports are liberalized. 

Government encourages the export oriented fields for income earning 
and foreign exchange purpose. Dumping of foreign goods by import 
liberalization adversely affect the sales of internal units.  

 The table refers to the opinion on demand fluctuation due to 
foreign produce dumping into India. Plastic plates imports from foreign 
countries is a substitute for meals plates made by Adda leafs. Tamarind 
import from Taiwan is gradually occupying Indian market. Similarly 
many types of forest produce dumped into India effect the demand of 
Indian minor forest produce. 

   The table reveals the percentage of demand effects due to 
foreign produce dumping into India from other Asian countries like 
China, Japan, Thailand, Singapore and Taiwan etc. The table indicates 
the percentage of effect on demand of the produce stated as from below 
5 per cent to above 20 per cent.  As per the table, under the head below 

5 per cent of demand effect are 16.7 per cent of Adda leaf and 
Tamarind, 29.2 per cent of Hill Brooms, 2.1 per cent of Honey, 27.1 per 
cent of others responding due to foreign produce dumping into India.  

In respect of the percentage of demand effected in between 5 -10 
per cent, Tamarind respondents represent 36.7 per cent and against the 
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column between 10-15 per cent the respondents are 39.3 per cent 
stating that due to foreign produce dumping the demand is effected. 
Further 28.18 per cent of the respondents got no idea regarding the 
effect of demand of the minor forest due to dumping of foreign produce.   

Due to World Trade Agreements (W.T.O) the produce and 
products of different types freely enter into India from other countries. 
Due to Globalization and Liberalization, the Government of India 
encourages both imports and exports with other countries in the world.  

 The data gives the reasons which influence by decreasing 
demand of minor forest produce due to liberalization and globalization 
policies. The competitive price of the foreign produce is the cause of 
decrease in demand as opined by the respondents for Adda leafs at 64.9 
per cent, Hill Brooms 57.9 per cent, Honey 64.7 per cent, 63.3 per cent 
of Tamarind, others 64.5 and total respondents 63.2 per cent stating 
competitive price of imported commodity leads to decrease in demand 
for minor forest produce. 

 Majority of the respondents for Adda leaf at 80.7 per cent, Hill 
Brooms 78.9 per cent, Honey 70.6 per cent, Tamarind 63.3 per cent, 
others 80.6 and total 74.1 per cent indicate the durability of the foreign 
produce to influence in decreasing demand of minor forest produce. The 
table indicates that 67.7 per cent of the respondents gave opinion that 
the elegance and attractiveness of foreign produce also influences in the 
decrease of demand of minor forest produce. 

 Customer preference and choice is another reason which results 
in decrease in demand of Hill Brooms 71.1 per cent, others 67.7 per 
cent of respondents and overall total 62.7 per cent of respondents gave 
opinion that the demand of MFP  is decreasing due to liberalization and 
globalization policies. 
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 PLANS TO MEET THE COMPETITIVE SITUATION 

S.No Plans 

1 Improvement in Produce Quality 

2 Improving cost efficiency 

3 
Adopting new and more effective market Promotional 
methods 

4 Redesigning of Produce 

5 By Providing attractive packing 

6 Exploring new markets 

7 Introducing Product diversification 

8 Any other 

 The respondents prepared some plans to meet the competitive 
situation due to Globalization which are analyzed the table. The 
respondents of Hill Brooms 78.9 per cent, Honey 82.4 per cent, 
Tamarind 71.7 per cent are preparing plans to improve the quality for 
competitive purpose. Majority of the Honey respondents i.e. 73.5 per 
cent opted for improving cost efficiency as the best plan to meet the 
competition.71 per cent of the respondents of other produce indicate 
adopting new and more effective market promotional methods as the 
best plan to meet the competitive situation. 

 As per the table, the respondents under Adda leaf 59.6 per cent, 
Hill Brooms 76.3 per cent, Honey 61.8 per cent, Tamarind 66.7 per 
cent, others 71 per cent and total 66.4 per cent opted for redesigning 
the produce as the best solution to meet the competitive situation in 
the market. By providing attractive packing a majority of other 
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respondents are 74.2 per cent, Tamarind 66.7 per cent indicating 
positive attitude, but only 38.2 per cent of Honey respondents agreed 
with this plan whereas 68.1 per cent disagree. 

 Exploring new markets is another plan to meet the competitive 
situation against Globalization level. The majority of the respondents 
under Adda leaf 73.7 per cent, Hill Brooms and Tamarind 71.7 per cent, 
others 80.6 per cent and overall total 71.4 per cent positively responded 
but 28.6 per cent disagreed.           A few respondents expressed product 

diversification is an important measure to meet the competition at 
Global level. As per the table, 60.5 per cent of the Hill Brooms and total 
51.8 per cent opted for product diversification as a remedial plan to 
meet the competition at Global level. In case of other plans 56.4 per 
cent of the respondents positively responded. Thus the details indicate 
that formulation and implementation of a useful plan on these lines is 
imperative to meet successfully the competition created by 
globalization of trade.   

The good quality of foreign produce and their costs have to be 
studied carefully. The required changes for improvement be brought to 
Indian goods. The Government agencies are also made responsible 
although the producers’ role cannot be overlooked. 

OPINION ON EXPECTATIONS FROM GOVERNMENT TO 
MEET THE COMPETITIVE SITUATION                                                           

S.No Assistance required 

1 Improved Infrastructure 

2 Substantial subsidy in taxes 
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3 Simplification of Procedures 

4 Liberalized in laws 

5 other steps 

The role of Government is important to protect marketing and demand 
of the local produce from foreign competitions. Government assistance 
and cooperation is required to meet the present Global level 
competitive situation. The table shows the infrastructure provided has 
helped the respondents as a supportive the step. Providing substantial 
subsidy in taxes is another type of assistance required by respondents 
in Tamarind business to an extent of 78.3 per cent and in total 63.6 per 

cent appreciated this assistance.  

Regarding simplification of Government procedures almost 
equal response came from all types of respondents. The Tamarind 
selling respondents are 70 per cent, others 64.5 and total 56.4 percent 
expressed their opinion in favour of liberalization of laws required to 
meet the present Global level competitive situation.   Liberalization of 
laws is needed especially in case of forest department due to severe 
imposition of rules in the agency areas for protection of the forests. The 
other types of assistance include development of roads, electricity, 
communication, provision of transport facilities which are also required 
for the development and meeting of challenges of globalization in 
carrying out business. Further 64.9 per cent of the Adda leafs 
respondents, 71.1 per cent of Hill Brooms, 70.6 per cent of Honey, 66.7 
per cent of Tamarind, 61.3 per cent of others and 66.8 per cent of total 

respondents stressed this aspect regard it as quite essential to reduce 
the shortcomings in the trade relating to minor forest produce in 
Agency areas. 
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REQUIREMENT OF ASSISTANCE FROM GOVERNMENT FOR 
GROWTH OF THE BUSINESS 

S. 

No 
Assistance required 

1 Allotment of land 

2 Construction of  stalls 

3 Provide Infrastructure 

4 Measurement facilities 

5 Transportation facilities 

6 Communications 

7 Provide Experts 

     The table reveals the supporting services required from the 
Government for growth of the business. The allotment of land by the 
Government to the respondents of tamarind is supported 96.7 per cent, 
Honey 97.1 per cent, others 54.8 per cent and on the average the desire 
is expressed by 55.5 per cent. There is need for construction of stalls at 
weekly markets as per the respondents representing 87.7 per cent 
under Adda leaf, 85 per cent under Tamarind, 93.5 per cent with 
reference of others and in total 71.8 per cent indicate its importance.   
Regarding the infrastructure facility to be provided the   Adda leaf 
respondents are 71.9 per cent, Hill Brooms 81.6 per cent, Honey 88.2 
per cent, Tamarind 70 per cent, others 64.5 per cent and in total 74.5 

per cent of them stress its requirement. Majority of the respondents 
selling Tamarind i.e.91.7 per cent and other sellers i.e, 96.8 per cent 
stress the need for installation of weight measurement facilities. 
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Almost all the respondents of 92.3 per cent gave importance to 
providing transportation facilities.     

The study shows the problems faced due to changes in 
Government policies and procedures. Some of the Problems are 
financial and some are non- financial. Some of the problems may be 
solved by the Government and some of the problems cannot be solved 
by the Government.  

        The table reports different problems arising due to changes in 

Government policies and procedures. Majority of the respondents 
expressed land disputes as one of the problems in the agency area. As 
per the table the respondents of Adda leaf are 47.4 per cent, Hill 
Brooms 52.6 per cent, Honey 38.2 per cent, Tamarind 63.3 per cent, 
others 51.6 per cent and totally 51.8 per cent who faced land disputes 
due to changes of Government policies and procedures. The 
amendment to Act 1/70 was proposed by the Telugu Desam 
Government but local tribal people objected to any amendment as it is 
to their disadvantage due to possibility of non tribal people owning 
lands and buildings in Agency areas.   

        Recently the Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh participated in 
“Ratchabanda” programmee at Paderu. The people from plains 
expected issue of land pattas(owner ship documents) to non tribal 
persons. But this did not occur and there is no possibility at all for 
amending the Act in favour of non tribal people. One year back the 

congress Government entered into a contract with Zindal Company for 
bauxite quarry in the Agency area. The local tribal people and Maoists 
fiercely objected to this agreement due to land and other problems that 
may arise in the agency area. They do not like the idea that the natural 
assets in Agency areas should be enjoyed by capitalists or non tribal 
people. 
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  Another problem raised by the Forest Department is making 
changes of rules and regulations. The table analyses that the 
respondents of Adda leaf to an extent of 19.3 per cent, Hill Brooms 26.3 
per cent, Honey 35.3 per cent, Tamarind 16.7 per cent and under other 
produce 22.6 per cent and totally 22.7 per cent are facing the problem 
from Forest Department. The Forest Department imposes penalties 
and fines on the respondents and middlemen in some instances due to 
non-observance of the changed rules and regulations. 

 Regarding the restrictions imposed by Maoists, the respondents 
under Adda leaf are 21.1 per cent, Honey 17.6 per cent, Tamarind 11.7 
per cent and totally 14.5 per cent who faced many problems in the 
market. The Maoists burn the transport vehicles of middlemen, 
threaten the traders with dire consequences and sometimes even 
kidnap and kill the traders who do not follow their restrictions or 
conditions imposed. The Police Department arranges picketing teams 
in the weekly markets for smooth functioning of the business. 

 Among other problems, the unfavorable climatic conditions 
become big hurdle to the development of trade and industry. Severe 
cyclones occur in the Agency areas with heavy rainfall and floods from 
rivulets or streams. Even permanent sheds get destroyed and 
consequently the tribal people do not have shelters to live in or store 
their commodities safely. As a consequence their produce gets spoiled 
resulting in heavy losses. It is the primary responsibility of the 

Government to construct permanent cyclone shelters in selected areas 
suitable to the tribal people.      

 The table shows the opinion of the respondents on awareness on 
dumping of foreign produce into India from Asian countries especially 
China, Japan, Singapore and Taiwan. As per the table the respondents 
of Adda leaf are 22.5 per cent, Hill Brooms 18.5 per cent, Honey 14.6 
per cent, Tamarind 31.8 per cent, others 12.6 per cent and overall total 
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comes to 68.64 per cent who are aware of dumping of foreign produce 
into India after Liberalization and globalization policies. But 31.36 per 
cent of the respondents are not aware of the problem of the dumping of 
the foreign produce into India.   

PERFORMANCE OF GCC 

The G.C.C. is an important customer of the tribal people as it 
purchases large quantity of their forest Produce from them. The 
importance lies in the fact that being a Government Institution, the 
corporation always keeps in view the necessity of allowing required 
profits to the tribal people. So far as the tribal people are concerned it is 

a welfare institution. It has got warehouses and storages to store the 
produce and release the stocks to the market in accordance with the 
current rates in the market and also taking into account the cost of 
collecting the stocks, maintenance and storage charges.                                

The Tamarind collected by the G.C.C. is of two types viz seeded 
and unseeded. The seeded as well as unseeded tamarind is purchased 
from the tribal people. The seeds are removed by the G.C.C. before 
packing into cakes for direct sale or sale through its branches spread 
throughout the three northern districts. The G.C.C. also sells the 
tamarind cakes in large quantities to the Tirumala Tirupathi 
Devastanaam, the famous temple of the country. Further Indian 
Military canteens also get these stocks from G.C.C. 

Seeded tamarind is also purchased by the traders and 
middlemen who unseeded them and for sale in plain areas. The tribal 

people do not have the time to remove the seeds of tamarind. They 
concentrate on the procurement of tamarind daily from the forest till 
the weekly market (shandy) day comes. Further they are not 
accustomed to quickly remove the seeds from the procured tamarind. 
The expert workers are engaged by the traders or middlemen who sell 
the unseeded tamarind to the G.C.C. on the spot and also transport 
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some stocks to towns and cities to get more profits. The transport of 
forest produce to plain areas is prohibited except with permission from 
the authorities. This work therefore is mainly concerned with the 
minor forest produce which is procured by the tribal people daily 
during the season for sale in the weekly market as well as to the G.C.C. 
The quantity of seeded tamarind purchased and the cost of sales by the 
G.C.C. from the tribal people is given in the table.  

During 2002-03, the G.C.C. acquired 58,846 quintals valued at 

Rs.235.17 lakhs, Further it acquired 47,842 quintals valued at 
Rs.319.42 lakhs during 2003-04 and 70,256 quintals valued at 
Rs.486.14 lakhs during 2004-05 and 56,768.92 quintals valued at 
Rs.469.71 lakhs during 2005-06. During 2006-07 and 2007-08, the 
G.C.C. acquired 50,113.40 quintals valued at Rs.440.63 lakhs and 
37,816.86 quintals valued at Rs. 289.45 lakhs respectively. The 
quantities purchased mostly depend on the stocks brought to the 
various weekly markets or some times daily markets. Procurement was 
also done at divisional headquarters Paderu. The rates are regulated by 
the G.C.C. keeping in view the local rates and the required rates 
reasonably payable to the tribal people and their welfare cannot be 
overlooked. The tribal leaders take an advisory role in this respect.      

In respect of Honey the value of the quantity collected by the 
G.C.C. was Rs.87.74 lakhs during the year 2002-03 and it went on to 
increase up to a value of Rs. 246.96 lakhs during the year 2007-08. Only 

during the year 2003-04 there was a short fall to the level of Rs.58.13 
lakhs. It may be due to extraordinary climatic conditions or less 
procurement by the tribal people.  

Regarding Hill brooms the quantities collected by the G.C.C. 
with 436637 brooms valued at 57.82 lakhs of rupees during 2002-03 and 
were down in 2007-08 in which year it was 319092 nos. valued at Rs. 
46.06 lakhs. During 2007-08 the collected quantity is far less ie. 319092 
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valued at Rs.46.06 lakhs. The short fall is due to fewer crops, less 
collection, direct sales to traders and middlemen and the inactiveness of 
the G.C.C. 

In respect of Adda leaf, the quantity came down from 12,625 
quintals valued at Rs. 42.50 lakhs during the year 2002-03 to 6820.95 
quintals valued at Rs.32.82 lakhs during 2007-08. The steep fall in 
collection of Adda leaf is due to reduction in demand which in its turn 
is because of steep fall in the usage of Adda leaf plates consequent on 

introduction of plastic plates and also sheets in meals. 

As regards other produce, only values are noted and the value 
during 2002-03 was Rs.71.01 lakhs where as it was only Rs.0.66 lakhs 
during 2007-08. The procurement by the G.C.C. is entirely dependent 
upon the availability and demand of the other types of produce which is 
not uniform for all years. Finally it is evident that the G.C.C. has been 
taking a very active part in purchasing and selling the forest produce 
and is highly helpful to the tribal people in marketing their forest 
produce.  

The study notices that a tribal sub plan is being implemented by 
the ITDA through the resources drawn from State level Plan funds, 
special central assistance, Agencies, centrally sponsored programmes of 
Central Ministries and institutional finance. The activities of various 
developmental agencies of the Government especially the G.C.C., ITDA 
and various other Government departments like Forest Department 

and Soil and Water Conservation, Roads and Buildings, Minor 
Irrigation, Horticulture Department etc. have geared up to improve the 
quality of life of the tribes and in the growth of their economy. 
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Abstract 

 
This paper undertakes a critical exploration of the 
multidimensional identity of Vasantasena, the central female 
protagonist in Śūdraka’s classical Sanskrit play Mṛcchakaṭika (The 
Little Clay Cart). Traditionally identified as a gaṇikā or courtesan, 
Vasantasena's characterization resists reductive interpretations 
and transcends the narrow confines of moral and social 
typification typically assigned to women in ancient Indian 
dramatic literature. Through the nuanced interplay of her striking 
physical beauty, independently acquired wealth, and astute moral 
and emotional intelligence, Vasantasena emerges as a richly 
layered and empowered persona. Her beauty aligns with the 
śṛṅgāra rasa tradition, but she is never merely objectified; instead, 
her aesthetic appeal becomes a source of influence and grace. Her 
financial autonomy challenges prevailing patriarchal norms, as 
she occupies a space of economic self-reliance within a male-
dominated society. Moreover, her wisdom is demonstrated not 
only in her practical decisions and emotional restraint but also in 
her ethical compass, which allows her to navigate complex social 
dynamics with dignity and compassion. By contextualizing 
Vasantasena within frameworks of classical Indian aesthetics, 
gender theory, and socio-economic agency, this study seeks to 
establish her as a powerful, independent, and subversive figure in 
ancient Sanskrit dramaturgy, thereby contributing to broader 
discussions on feminine subjectivity and representation in early 
Indian literary traditions. 
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Introduction 
 

Vasantasena, a prominent character in Śūdraka’s Mṛcchakaṭika 
(The Little Clay Cart), stands as a remarkable embodiment of 
femininity, autonomy, and moral complexity in the landscape of 
classical Indian literature. Composed around the 3rd century CE, 
the play offers a rare and humanistic portrayal of a courtesan who 
resists the conventional stereotypes attached to her social position. 
In a literary tradition where female characters are often confined 
to ancillary or ornamental roles—defined largely by their 
relationships with men—Vasantasena emerges as a dynamic and 
self-possessed individual who asserts her agency within a deeply 
stratified patriarchal society. 
 
This study explores the composite identity of Vasantasena by 
closely examining the three defining aspects of her character: her 

extraordinary beauty, her self-earned wealth, and her profound 
wisdom. Each of these attributes not only distinguishes her from 
other female figures in ancient Sanskrit drama but also enables her 
to negotiate power, love, and virtue on her own terms. Her beauty 
aligns with the classical aesthetic ideal of śṛṅgāra rasa, but it is 
neither ornamental nor passive—it becomes a form of influence 
and a symbol of grace. Her economic independence, rare for 
women of her time, reflects not only financial acumen but also 
social mobility and self-respect. Finally, her wisdom manifests in 
her ethical decisions, emotional intelligence, and ability to rise 
above personal desires for the greater good. 
 
By analyzing Vasantasena through the lens of classical Indian 
dramaturgy, gender theory, and socio-economic agency, this 

paper seeks to challenge the monolithic understanding of 
courtesans in ancient Indian culture. It argues that Vasantasena is 
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not merely a romantic interest or a narrative device, but a fully 

realized character whose actions and choices actively shape the 
moral and dramatic arc of Mṛcchakaṭika. In doing so, she offers an 
early and compelling representation of feminine subjectivity, 
autonomy, and resistance, which remains relevant to 
contemporary discourses on gender and power. 
 

Materials and Methods 

This study is grounded in a qualitative literary methodology, 
primarily employing close textual analysis of Mṛcchakaṭika (The 
Little Clay Cart), with a focus on the English translation by Arthur 
W. Ryder (1924), which remains a widely cited and accessible 
version for critical engagement. The analysis centers on the 
character of Vasantasena, interpreting her actions, dialogue, and 
narrative significance through both thematic exploration and 
structural analysis of the play. 

To deepen the contextual understanding of Vasantasena’s 
portrayal, the study integrates interdisciplinary secondary 

scholarship drawn from Sanskrit literary criticism, classical Indian 
dramaturgy—especially the tenets of the Nāṭyaśāstra—and modern 
gender theory. The Nāṭyaśāstra, attributed to Bharata, serves as a 
foundational aesthetic and dramaturgical framework, particularly 
its concepts of rasa (emotive essence), bhāva (emotion), and the 

traditional representation of female characters on stage. The study 
draws on interpretations of śṛṅgāra rasa to analyze Vasantasena’s 
beauty, while also interrogating how her agency and wisdom 
transcend codified emotional types. 

Cultural studies and feminist literary criticism further inform the 
methodological approach, providing tools to interrogate the 
intersections of gender, class, and power in Vasantasena’s 
representation. These perspectives allow for a re-reading of the 
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courtesan figure not as a marginal or eroticized other, but as a 

subject with economic autonomy and moral authority.  

The overall methodology is hermeneutic and interpretative, 
aiming to uncover how literary form, character construction, and 
dramatic structure contribute to the shaping of a female figure 
who challenges dominant social hierarchies. Throughout, the 
study remains attentive to historical and cultural specificity, 
ensuring that Vasantasena is analyzed within the framework of 
ancient Indian society while engaging with broader theoretical 
discourses on representation, femininity, and identity. 

Results 

The analysis of Mṛcchakaṭika reveals that Vasantasena’s character 
is constructed through an intricate interplay of aesthetic, 
economic, and ethical dimensions, each of which contributes to her 
status as a fully realized and autonomous female figure in classical 
Sanskrit drama. 

Firstly, Vasantasena’s beauty transcends mere physical allure and 
conforms to the classical Indian aesthetic ideal of śṛṅgāra rasa, 
which encompasses romantic love, charm, and sensuous elegance. 
However, rather than being objectified or confined to a passive 

romantic role, her beauty becomes a performative and symbolic 
medium of influence. It evokes admiration and reverence, yet it is 
not deployed manipulatively or to assert dominance over others. 
Her graceful comportment, refined speech, and visual presence 
contribute to a form of cultivated beauty that aligns with the 
nāyaka-nāyikā tradition, wherein the heroine is not merely a love 
interest but a central agent in the unfolding of rasa. 

Secondly, her wealth is depicted as self-earned and ethically 
managed, subverting conventional assumptions about women’s 
dependency on male patrons or family inheritance. As a courtesan 
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in ancient Indian society, Vasantasena occupies a unique social 

position, yet Śūdraka’s portrayal elevates her status beyond that of 
a commodified figure. Her financial independence, acquired 
through wit, charm, and careful discretion, positions her as an 
economically autonomous subject. This disrupts patriarchal 
economic hierarchies, wherein women were often excluded from 
agency in wealth generation or financial decision-making. 
Importantly, Vasantasena is not portrayed as greedy or 
materialistic; instead, she uses her wealth charitably and 
strategically, particularly in her support of Charudatta and his 
family. 

Lastly, Vasantasena’s wisdom emerges as a vital trait that 
distinguishes her from both her contemporaries and archetypal 
female characters in Sanskrit drama. Her emotional intelligence is 

reflected in her empathy for the socially downtrodden, her ability 
to forgive, and her commitment to moral clarity in times of crisis. 
She consistently acts with dignity and compassion, notably in 
moments of extreme vulnerability, such as when she narrowly 
escapes mistreatment or faces public scrutiny. Her decision to 
choose love—specifically a sincere emotional connection with the 
impoverished but virtuous Charudatta—over the material security 
offered by the powerful but morally bankrupt Samsthānaka 
demonstrates her capacity for ethical discernment and personal 
integrity. 

Together, these three facets—beauty, wealth, and wisdom—
present Vasantasena not as a marginal or transgressive figure, but 
as a central embodiment of feminine agency and human 
complexity. Her character thus disrupts traditional binary 
representations of women as either virtuous wives or seductresses 
and instead affirms a more inclusive, layered, and modern vision 
of womanhood within the ancient dramatic canon. 
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Discussion 

Vasantasena emerges from Śūdraka’s Mṛcchakaṭika as a proto-

feminist figure, subverting the social and dramatic expectations 
typically imposed on female characters within the ancient Sanskrit 
theatrical tradition. Her representation challenges the binary roles 
of the chaste wife (pativratā) and the seductive temptress, instead 
offering a richly layered portrayal of a woman who asserts her 
agency, navigates complex social dynamics, and retains moral 
clarity despite her socially ambiguous position as a courtesan. 

Vasantasena’s interactions with male figures, especially 
Charudatta and Samsthānaka, reveal a compelling dialectic of 
power, vulnerability, and self-possession. With Charudatta, her 
relationship is founded not on transactional desire but on mutual 
respect, emotional depth, and shared values. Her pursuit of love, 
while bold, is never portrayed as manipulative or self-serving. She 
respects Charudatta’s virtue and poverty, recognizing in him a 
moral worth that transcends material lack. With Samsthānaka, her 

refusal to submit to coercion or fear further asserts her refusal to 
be objectified or silenced, even when faced with violence or social 
humiliation. 

Her beauty, typically a locus of objectification in both ancient and 
modern narratives, is reimagined as a site of agency. Rather than 
serving as a passive object of the male gaze, Vasantasena uses her 
beauty with dignity and restraint, aligned with the emotive power 
of śṛṅgāra rasa. Her aesthetic appeal, while acknowledged by 
others, is never her only or primary source of identity. Instead, it 
becomes a cultural and symbolic currency that she wields 
judiciously within a rigid social structure. 

Vasantasena’s wealth becomes a significant symbol of her 
autonomy. In contrast to the expected economic dependence of 
women in ancient patriarchal society, she is shown to be self-
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reliant and philanthropic. Her use of wealth to assist Charudatta, 

her disinterest in hoarding riches, and her capacity to choose 
emotional connection over material security all reflect her refusal 
to be defined by or enslaved to capital. This subverts conventional 
depictions of courtesans as either gold-diggers or victims of 
commodification, revealing a more complex engagement with 
material agency. 

Most importantly, her wisdom functions as an ethical and 
emotional anchor throughout the narrative. Vasantasena is not 
only clever or resourceful but exhibits a deep moral intelligence, 
capable of forgiveness, empathy, and self-sacrifice. Her capacity to 
distinguish between superficial desire and genuine love, to 
respond to threats with courage, and to consistently act with 
integrity even under duress positions her as a moral force in the 

play. She not only shapes her own destiny but exerts a 
transformative influence on those around her—particularly 
Charudatta, whose narrative arc intersects with hers in ways that 
highlight the redemptive power of compassion and virtue. 

In sum, Vasantasena’s character embodies a sophisticated 

negotiation of gender, class, and ethics. She stands as a testament 
to the possibility of female self-determination within a stratified 
social order. Her portrayal in Mṛcchakaṭika anticipates later 

feminist concerns with autonomy, respect, and moral agency, 
making her an enduring figure of resistance and empowerment in 
classical Indian literature. 

Conclusion 

The triple dimensions of Vasantasena’s identity—beauty, wealth, 
and wisdom—collectively serve to redefine the cultural and 
literary significance of the courtesan figure in ancient Indian 
dramaturgy. Śūdraka’s Mṛcchakaṭika presents a radical 
reimagining of a woman situated within a socially ambivalent 
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profession, not as an object of desire or a symbol of moral 

transgression, but as a fully developed human character endowed 
with autonomy, empathy, and ethical consciousness. 

Vasantasena’s beauty adheres to the aesthetic paradigms of the 
Nāṭyaśāstra, particularly the evocation of śṛṅgāra rasa, yet it does 
not reduce her to an instrument of male fantasy. Instead, her 
beauty is framed as a form of cultural capital and personal 
dignity—an attribute that enhances her presence without 
diminishing her agency. In Śūdraka’s hands, beauty becomes a 
means of soft power, one that is neither weaponized nor exploited 
but gracefully carried. 

Her wealth, far from being inherited or passively acquired, is the 
result of discernment, social intelligence, and professional 
competence. This financial independence distinguishes her from 
most female characters in ancient Indian literature, granting her 
the rare status of a woman who not only survives but thrives on 
her own terms. Her economic agency allows her to engage in acts 
of generosity, challenge patriarchal structures, and make decisions 
based on personal values rather than economic necessity. 

Most significantly, Vasantasena’s wisdom illuminates her inner 
life and positions her as a moral force within the narrative. Her 
actions consistently reflect a commitment to compassion, justice, 
and emotional depth. In choosing love over power, virtue over 
wealth, and forgiveness over vengeance, she exemplifies the kind 
of ethical clarity that transcends social class and professional 
identity. 

Taken together, these dimensions form a composite portrait of a 
woman who defies the reductive binaries of virtue versus vice, 
dependence versus autonomy, and sensuality versus intellect. 

Śūdraka’s Vasantasena stands as a trailblazing character who 
resists marginalization and claims centrality in both the dramatic 
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structure and the moral universe of Mṛcchakaṭika. Her 

characterization invites a re-evaluation of how courtesans—and by 
extension, women—are portrayed in early literary traditions, 
offering a model of empowered femininity that remains relevant 
to contemporary discourses on gender, representation, and social 
agency. 
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