
COAL INDUSTRY & MARKET
FUNDAMENTALS MASTERCLASS

Our Expert 
Course 
Instructor

Scott Thomson
Scott has held leadership roles in industry and has worked as a 
consultant to the Coal Seam Gas (CSG) and coal mining industry 
for the past 30 years. Scott has worked for major coal mining 
operators including BHPB and Rio Tinto and has been involved in 
bringing coal mining projects to fruition.

  Discover how coal is found and its geology

 Analyse the coal mining methods and treatments

 Identify coal end uses and export markets

 Understand clean coal technology

 Learn about coal consumers and sales contracts

 Describe the coal chain – from mine to port

 Gain a working knowledge of the Australian coal industry structure

Key Learning Objectives

25-26 March 2019  •  Melbourne   |   22-23 August 2019  •  Sydney

REGISTER NOW> www.informa.com.au/coalfundamentals

2-Day Training Course
The Essential Techno-Commercial Introduction to Coal. This course is a time efficient way to gain the 
knowledge that will aid your development in the coal industry. It is designed to provide a comprehensive 
analysis of all aspects of the coal chain from exploration, through to end products & their markets.
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         Book via email
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      Book over the phone
+61 (02) 9080 4395
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The Australian coal industry is once again demonstrating 
the cyclical nature of the industry in spite of ever 
increasing production levels. The slump in coal prices for 
both coking and thermal coal brought on reviews of both 
mining costs and productivity. The continuing increased 
buying by China of Australian thermal and coking coal 
provides an opportunity and a threat.

As coal prices have continue to fall, mines have 
been mothballed and significant numbers of staff 
and employees made redundant. This is not a new 
phenomenon. 

Recently both coking and thermal coal have increased in 
value, is this the start of the next cycle or a correction on 
longer term systematic decline?
The presenter for the course has been through these 
cycles before and learnt how to create coal enterprises 
that were able to be survivors.

This course provides the insight into how to use an 
intimate knowledge of the industry to bring about the 
changes needed to come through this current cycle with 
an enhanced knowledge that leads to greater productivity.

This course provides you with the opportunity to 
understand all of the elements in the coal chain in an 
interactive format. The course is fast paced, covering 
diverse information in a short period of time.

Scott Thomson

Scott is a geologist with over 31 years of 
experience in the coal mining and energy 
sectors.  

He has held leadership roles in industry and has worked as a 
consultant to the Coal Seam Gas (CSG) and coal mining industry 
for the past 31 years. Scott has worked for major coal mining 
operators including BHPB and Rio Tinto and has been involved 
in bringing coal mining projects to fruition. He has also been a 
managing director of a leading directional drilling service and 
technology supply company, and a research leader in coal seam 
gas associated with a major Australian CRC.

Scott is currently Managing Director of CoalBed Energy 
Consultants (www.coalbed.com.au), which provides project 
management, technical services, business development, due 
diligence and consulting services in CSG, Coal Mine Methane 
(CMM), fugitive emissions and related areas.  

CoalBed counts in its client list all of the major mining 
companies in Australia and many CSG players. Scott and his 
son Duncan have developed a popular training course in CSG 
fundamentals and coal industry fundamentals, which has been 
delivered to a range of clients in Australia and overseas.

In recent years, CoalBed have developed unique skills in 
the evaluation of fugitive emissions from open cut mining 
operations and act as estimators for companies reporting to 
the national greenhouse office for carbon tax compliance. The 
company also manages surface to inseam directional drilling 
programs for geological exploration and degasification at mine 
sites, and have developed expertise in the use of directional 
drilling data for improved geological modelling.

Scott has worked in most of the major coal seam gas basins 
throughout the world, and assisted with technology transfer of 
advanced directional drilling technology into emerging markets 
such as China, India, South Africa, and Eastern Europe. Recent 
CSG related experience includes developing fields in Indonesia, 
Mongolia, South America and Southern Africa.

He holds a BSc in geology from the University of Newcastle, an 
MSc in geology from the University of New England and an MBA 
from Deakin University. He is a member of the Geological Society 
of Australia and the Society of Petroleum Engineers. Scott was 
also awarded the prestigious Stefanko Award for best paper at 
the 2008 Society of Mining Engineers conference in Salt Lake 
City, Utah.

This course will benefit people who have recently become 
involved with the coal industry or those, that due to changes in 
management structures, have become involved in areas that 
previously we’re handled by others in the organisation. This 
can include commercial people, management, administration, 
engineers, geologists, metallurgists, technicians, bankers, 
lawyers and public servants.

ABOUT THE COURSE OUR EXPERT COURSE INSTRUCTOR

WHO WILL BENEFIT 

Would You Like To Run This Course On-Site?

Informa Corporate Learning:

On-site  & Customised Training

If you have 8+ interested people, an onsite course can be an ideal 

solution. Speak with Anton Long or Holly Baldwin on 

+61 (02) 9080 4454 to discuss your customised learning solution, or 

email training@informa.com.au
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What is coal?
 • Coal types from – peat to anthracite
 • Coal quality – chemical and physical properties
 •  What is the difference between hard coking coal and soft 

coking coal?

How is coal formed?
 • Coal basins and geological time
 • Depth of burial
 • Tectonic forces and its influence on coal quality

Coal basins around the world
 • Worldwide distribution of coal
 • Sea borne trade in coal

History of coal in  Australia
 • Discovery at Newcastle in 1791
 • Reviewing coal developments in each state

How is coal used?
 •  The basic areas – power generation, steel industry, 

metallurgical and cement industries
 •  Steam generation – heat from burning coal to drive 

turbines and create electricity
 •  Coke manufacture – chemical and physical properties of 

coal to go into coke ovens

Coke then used in blast furnaces
 •  Injected in powder form into blast furnaces – Pulverised 

Coal Injection (PCI coal)
 •  Metallurgical processes – roasting/sintering/pelletising of 

ores
 •  Cement and lime mills – conversion of limestone through 

heat and chemical processes
 • Water filtration – sized anthracite

Coal consumers and sales contracts
 • Thermal coal – domestic contracts
 • Thermal coal – export contracts – Japan
 • Thermal coal – export contracts – other countries
 • PCI Coal – export contracts
 • Semihard coking coal – export contracts
 • Hard coking coal – export contracts

Coal, government and the community
 • Coal ownership and royalties
 • State governments and legislation
 • Community involvement in coal mining
 • Shift systems and the impact on the community
 • Land ownership

Skills, productivity, and workforce issues
 • Productivity changes
 • Leadership gaps
 • Demographic trends and competition for skills

Coal exploration
 • Scout exploration
 • Defining the target
 • Open cut exploration
 • Underground exploration

Mine development from exploration to commissioning
 • Exploration program
 • Development sequence and timetable
 • Project definition statement
 • Prefeasibility study
 • Bankable feasibility study
 • Financing of construction
 • Construction
 • Commissioning
 • Financial completion tests

2-Day Intensive Course Outline

“Scott was very knowledgeable and made the day 
interesting. I learned more about the CSG industry and 
will be able to answer questions more confidently.”
Wells SAP Team Lead, Arrow Energy

“Expert knowledge, open nature and willingness to 
answer any questions asked. Great course which was 
thoroughly informative and the presenter was excellent.”
Policy Officer, Department of Industry

“Friendly, relaxed, knowledgeable, experienced and straight 
forward. An excellent course with great content. Presented 
in a relaxed and informal manner. Good use of videos.”
CFO, AMCI

WHAT OUR CLIENTS SAY
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Coal Industry & Market Fundamentals Masterclass

Web
www.informa.com.au/coalfundamentals

Telephone
+61 (02) 9080 4395

Email
training@informa.com.au

Easy Ways to Register Stay Connected

Privacy Policy & Updating your Details: 
Please visit us online at www.informa.com.au/privacy for a full privacy policy. Database amendments can be sent to database@informa.com.au 
or phone +61 (0) 2 9080 4017. ABN: 66 086 268 313

Informa Corporate Learning – On-site & Customised Training
Informa Corporate Learning has a long-standing track record of delivering very successful customised learning solutions 
achieving real and measurable value for our clients through our senior training consultants.

If you have 8+ interested people, an on-site course can be the ideal solution – giving you the opportunity to customise our 
course content to your specific training needs, as well as attracting significant savings compared to public course costs.

Why Choose On-site With Informa Corporate Learning?
1.   Custom design – Together, we will identify the best blended learning solution for your culture, your people and your training 

objectives.
2.   Quality assured – We design market-leading training programs, concepts and methodologies, with a 400+ course portfolio. 

Our rigorously selected 900+ instructor faculty are recognised experts in their field. Quality of their content and delivery 
methods is assured through continuous monitoring and evolution.

3.  On-site training is a cost effective way to train your people and achieve your defined outcomes.

Our Long Standing Clients Include:
Ambulance Victoria, BHP, Department of Planning, Transport & Infrastructure, SA, Origin Energy, Electricity Generating Authority 
of Thailand (EGAT), ActewAGL, Ajilon, Arrow Energy, Barrick, Chevron Australia, Coffey International, ConocoPhillips, Dalrymple 
Bay Coal Terminal, Department of Education, ENI Australia, Fortescue Metals Group, IBM, Jemena, Office of the National Rail 
Safety Regulator, Pacific National, PT Freeport, Public Transport Authority – WA, QGC – BG Group, Rio Tinto, UBS, Woodside, IP 
Australia, ANU, Health Purchasing Victoria, Telstra , Queensland Rail, EY, Litmus Group  and more…

Speak with Anton Long or Holly Baldwin on +61 (02) 9080 4454 to discuss your customised learning solution, or 
email training@informa.com.au

Location
Course 

Dates

Super Early Bird price valid until

ME - 15 Feb 19

SY - 12 Jul 19

Early Bird price valid until 

ME - 8 Mar 19

SY - 2 Aug 19

Standard price valid after

ME - 8 Mar 19

SY - 2 Aug 19

4+ Dels Discount

P19GR05ME Melbourne 25-26 Mar 19 $2,095 + $209.50 GST $2,304.50 $2,295 + $229.50 GST $2,524.50 $2,395 + $239.50 GST $2,634.50 $1,836 + $183.60 GST $2,019.60

P19GR05SY Sydney 22-23 Aug 19 $2,095 + $209.50 GST $2,304.50 $2,295 + $229.50 GST $2,524.50 $2,395 + $239.50 GST $2,634.50 $1,836 + $183.60 GST $2,019.60
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