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Advanced Maritime Liens
Application, Enforcement and Claims

30 - 31 July 2018  |  Mandarin Orchard Hotel, Singapore

Key Learning Outcomes
• Characteristics and functions of Maritime Liens and their authority

of over other instruments
• Deducing what Property is Subject to a Maritime Lien
• Understanding conflict and choice of laws
• Asserting, discharging and effectively pursuing maritime liens
• Assessing and responding to a lien holder’s claim
• Making sure that Maritime Lien is not lost
• Answering the big question - How does Your Maritime Lien rank?

Dedicated Case Studies on:
• Recent Case Law
• Scenarios of which country to have the Maritime Lien in
• The collapse of OW Bunker Group
• Mortgage enforcement in different countries

Who Should Attend

Course Director

Ship owners, managers and operators, charterers 
and cargo owners, bunker companies, financiers, 
insurance, shipping, and legal services will find 
the course useful including:

• Underwriters, Claims and Insurance
Managers

• Finance Managers and Financial Controllers

• Partners, Solicitors, Maritime Lawyers, Legal
Advisers, and In-house Counsel

• Credit Control Managers and Credit
Analysts

• Commercial and Risk Managers

• Recovery Specialists

• Corporate Bankers

Professor Martin Davies, Member INTERTANKO Documentary Committee

Martin is the Director of the Maritime Law Center in Tulane University Law School, USA and has over 30 years’ practical 
experience as a Consultant in maritime matters and general international litigation and arbitration. He has been a member 
of the Intertanko Documentary Committee for 15 years.
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To talk through the many options available 
please call our training specialist: Miki Kong

Train the Team! Save up to 40% 
with our On-site Tuition

Want to send the whole team? Why not consider one of our 
On-site packages and save up to 40%! No matter where you are 
based in the region let IBC Asia bring our extensive faculty of 
internationally recognised trainers directly to your door. 
Choose from any one of our 130+ public training courses and we 
will ensure a customised fit for your organisation. Either sign up 
for an existing course, which we would be more than happy to 
alter to meet your needs, or take our Tailor-Made option and let 
us build a course perfect for ensuring the delivery of your 
company’s goals. (8 attendees or more)

+65 6508 2477 onsite.training@ibcasia.com.sg

IBC Training Academy
IBC Training Academy is the Asian training division of IBC 
Asia, part of the Informa Group and a public listed company 
in the UK. Informa’s main business is in the specialist 
information providing for global markets. We operate in 70 
countries, 150 offices worldwide with over 7000 employees. 
We have over 25 years experience in providing innovative, 
focused and high quality business information and training 
products designed to help you improve the way your 
business is managed.

Advanced Maritime Liens

“The trainer is very knowledgeable. I gain new ideas about tanker 
chartering and contract”
~ PT Pertamina (Persero)

“Lots of practical examples where discussed and demonstrated. 
The course material was nicely organized and the speaker is highly 
qualified in the relevant field. Can learn more knowledge for tanker 
chartering”
~ Nathalin Offshore Pte Ltd

What past participants have said about our Courses

About the 
Course Director 

Professor Martin Davies 
Member
INTERTANKO Documentary Committee

Martin Davies, Admiralty Law Institute Professor of Maritime 
Law and Director of the Maritime Law Center, Tulane 
University Law School, USA; Consultant to Norton Rose 
Fulbright, an international law firm. 

Martin Davies is author (and co-author) of text books on 
maritime law, international trade law, conflict of laws, and 
the law of torts. He has taught maritime law at universities 
in the United States, Australia, China, Singapore and Italy. 
He frequently speaks at conferences and seminars around 
the world. He also has extensive practical experience as a 
consultant in maritime matters and general international 
litigation and arbitration.

Martin has advised on cargo claims, arrest and admiralty 
matters, drafting bills of lading, sea waybills and 
charterparties, collisions and limitation of liability, oil 
pollution, salvage, marine insurance, maritime arbitrations 
and international sale of goods. He is a member of the 
Documentary Committee of Intertanko.

About the course
A lien is a lien, but maritime lien is not!

Maritime lien is a very important aspect of maritime law and is quite 
unique. The existence of maritime liens rest on the principle that a 
vessel is a legal entity itself, apart from its ownership. The lien is not a 
security interest arising from the personal obligation of the vessel’s 
owner or operator under a contract, but instead the vessel itself 
owes obligations that may be breached. As a consequence, the law of 
maritime liens is a confusing mix of federal statutes and case law.

Advanced Maritime Lien is a two-day course that will delve into 
the characteristics, functions and procedures of maritime lien in 
Singapore, Hong Kong, U.K., the U.S.A., Australia and other 
maritime centers. The course will differentiate maritime lien from 
other types of lien, discuss the concept of ownership of liability as 
well as examine intricacies of claims, assertion, discharge and 
effective pursuit. 

The course also combines lectures, discussions, and practical case 
studies relating to maritime liens which aim to demystify legal terms and 
issues, explain practicalities, and highlight pitfalls and solutions to 
manage them better.

Practical focus with real world examples,
check lists and ready to implement strategies!

“It’s useful to my job. It is an area of personal interest. The trainer is 
interesting”
~ Equatorial Marine Fuel Management Services Pte Ltd

“Some good topics on Tanker Chartering”
~ D’Amico Shipping Singapore Pte Ltd 

“The lecturer was very good. The practical tips are useful in 
application. The case studies are informative.”
~ Eastport Maritime Pte Ltd



Explanation of Timings: These times act as a guide and may be modified slightly 
on the depth of class discussion and whether assessments are being conducted.
Course Programme: This program is a guide and may be altered to better 
address participant requirements on a consensus basis.

Course Registration: 8:30am
Course Commencement: 9:00am
Course Conclusion: 5:00pm

COURSE
OUTLINE
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COURSE OUTLINE

1. Maritime Lien - their characteristics and functions

2. Maritime liens and other liens compared

Maritime liens are a very powerful legal means of
providing security for a maritime claim. They are
different from, and more effective than:

2.1. Possessory liens, which depend on the claimant’s
possession of the property in question

2.2. Contractual liens, which depend solely on the 
contract between the parties, and so do not extend 
to secure tort claims

2.3. Statutory “liens” – ie, statutory rights in rem, where 
the requirements of the statute must be satisfied

3. What Property is Subject to a Maritime Lien?

3.1. Equipment aboard a ship, licenses, permits, etc. – If
the equipment aboard a ship is owned by someone 
other than the shipowner, is it subject to the 
maritime lien?

3.2. Liens against cargo and the principles applicable 
– When can a ship operator assert a maritime lien
over cargo once it has given up possession?

4. Conflict and choice of laws

4.1. When is a maritime lien conferred by the laws of
one country enforceable in another country? The 
United States recognizes many more maritime liens 
than other countries. When are US maritime liens 
recognized in other countries, and on what basis do 
countries recognize the maritime liens granted by 
the laws of other countries?

5. Key Issues in Singapore, and other maritime
centers

6. Common claims in the ocean going and inland
marine industry which may give rise to a maritime
lien

7. Asserting, discharging and effectively pursuing
maritime liens

7.1. How should a lienholder proceed? Arresting the
ship to assert a maritime lien.

7.2. “Secret” liens need no registration – secrecy is the key 
to successful assertion, and the real weakness from 
the ship operator’s point of view.

8. Assessing and responding to a lien holder’s claim

8.1. Security to avert arrest or release the ship from arrest.
How P & I Club letters of undertaking constitute an 
alternative, to which the maritime lien is shifted.

8.2. Ship sale form warranties that no liens are attached.  
The buyer of a ship wants to know that the ship is free 
from maritime liens that pre-existed the sale. How is 
that done, and is it effective?

9. How is a Maritime Lien lost?

9.1. The equitable doctrine of laches. Delay in enforcing a
maritime lien may deprive the lienholder of the right to 
enforce it.

10. How does Your Maritime Lien Rank? The ranking of
priorities in the event of ship arrest is complicated,
but maritime liens usually rank close to the top.

11. Recent Case Law

12. Case studies

12.1. Bunker industry 
• Singapore bunker supplier, bunkers supplied in

Malaysia, Panamanian-flagged ship, Japanese time
charterer, supply contract says that it is governed by
US law.  Does the bunker supplier have a maritime
lien in Singapore? In Malaysia? In Japan? In Panama?
In the United States? Anywhere else?

• Studies based on the collapse of the OW Bunker
group of companies. Did the physical bunker
suppliers have maritime liens when contracting
through the medium of OW Bunker? Did OW Bunker
have a maritime lien although it did not provide the
bunkers itself but contracted with others to to so?

12.2. Mortgage enforcement
When (if ever) does a mortgagee’s claim get priority over 
maritime lien claimants? Is the answer to that question 
different in different countries where the ship might be 
arrested? 
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FREE

Please photocopy for additional delegates

Delegate 1 Details
Name: Dr/Mr/Ms
Job Title:
Department
Tel:
Mobile No.:
Email:

Who is Head of your Department?
Who is Head of Training?

Delegate 2 Details
Name: Dr/Mr/Ms
Job Title:
Department
Tel:
Mobile No.:
Email:

Delegate 3 Details
Name: Dr/Mr/Ms
Job Title:
Department
Tel:
Mobile No.:
Email:

Delegate 4 Details
Name: Dr/Mr/Ms
Job Title:
Department
Tel:
Mobile No.:
Email:

Company Information
Company Name:

Address:

Main Business/Activity:

Postal Code:
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Yes! I/We Will Attend 

Payment Method (Please tick:) I enclose my bankers draft / cheque payable to IBC Asia (S) Pte Ltd
  I am paying by bank transfer (copy attached)

Payment by Credit Card. (AMEX, VISA or MasterCard accepted)

CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS

Credit card contact: Department:
Direct phone number: Email:

• Payment by bankers draft or cheque in S$ or US$ should be
made in favour of “IBC Asia (S) Pte Ltd” and mailed to:
IBC Asia (S) Pte Ltd
c/o Informa Regional Business Services
111 Somerset Road, TripleOne Somerset #10-05
Singapore 238164
Attn: The Accounts Receivable Team

• Payment by bank transfer in S$ or US$ made payable to:
IBC Asia (S) Pte Ltd
A/C No.:147-059513-001 (S$)
A/C No.:260-457866-178 (US$)
The Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation Limited
21 Collyer Quay, HSBC Building
Singapore 049320
Bank Swift Code: HSBCSGSG
Bank Code: 7232

• Payment by Credit Card (AMEX, VISA or MasterCard).
The best way to pay by credit card is through our secure portal
built into the website. To pay by phone please indicate the
contact name and details below and our Customer Services
Team will call within 24 hours to take payment. Please do not
send credit card information by email.

Payment must be received 10 business days prior to the event. To
take advantage of discounts with an expiry date, registration and
payment must be received by the cut-off date.

PAYMENT TERMS

HOTEL INFORMATION

• Special Group Discount pricing is applicable to groups of 2 or more delegates from the same organisation registering for the same event, at the same time.
 Fee stated is the discounted price PER DELEGATE. Only one discount applies - either the early bird rate OR the Special Group Discount.

• All fees stated include luncheons, refreshments and complete set of documentation. It does not include the cost of accommodation and travel.
• A 7% Goods & Services Tax (GST) is applicable to all Singapore based companies for Singapore venue.

DATA PROTECTION

The personal information entered during your registration/order,
or provided by you, will be held on a database and may be shared
with companies in the Informa Group in the UK and internationally.
Occasionally, your details may be obtained from or shared with
external companies who wish to communicate with you offers
related to your business activities. If you do not wish your details
to be used for this purpose, please contact our Database Department
at Email: database@ibcasia.com.sg, Tel: +65 6508 2400 or Fax:
+65 6508 2408.

CANCELLATIONS / SUBSTITUTION
Should you be unable to attend, a substitute delegate is welcome
at no extra charge. Cancellations must be received in writing at
least 10 business days before the start of the event, to receive a
refund less 10% processing fee per registration. The company
regrets that no refund will be made available for cancellation
notifications received less than 10 business days before the event.

IMPORTANT NOTE
Please quote the name of the delegate, event title and invoice
number on the advice when remitting payment. Bank charges are
to be deducted from participating organisations own accounts.
Please fax your payment details (copy of remittance advice, cheque
or draft to +65 6508 2407).
Attendance will only be permitted upon receipt of full payment.
Participants wishing to register at the door are responsible to ensure
all details are as published. IBC assumes no further liability or
obligation, beyond the refund of the paid registration fee, in the
event of postponement or cancellation by IBC.

30 – 31 July 2018  |  Mandarin Orchard Hotel, Singapore

5 EASY WAYS TO REGISTER

Advanced Maritime Liens

The best way to pay by credit card is through our secure on-line registration process, simply log on to the website at www.ibc-asia.com/
MaritimeLien and click “Register On-line”. If you would prefer to pay over the phone please complete the contact name and details and 
our Customer Services Team will call within 24 hours to take payment. As we treat your credit card information in the strictest confidence, 
please do not send payment details by email.

Email
register@ibcasia.com.sg

Customer Service Hotline
+65 6508 2401

Fax
+65 6508 2407

Web
www.ibc-asia.com/MaritimeLien

MAIL the attached registration form with your cheque to
IBC Asia (S) Pte Ltd
c/o Informa Regional Business Services
111 Somerset Road, TripleOne Somerset #10-05, Singapore 238164

Advanced Maritime Liens

This label contains your priority booking code. To expedite registration, please do not remove label. If you have 
already received a copy of this brochure, we apologise. For reasons of confidentiality, your full particulars were 
not available to IBC Asia (S) Pte Ltd for deduplication prior to mail drop.

RESERVE YOUR PLACE TODAY!
Mandarin Orchard Singapore, by Meritus
333 Orchard Road, Singapore 238867
Tel: +65 6831 6062 | Fax: +65 6737 3130
Mobile No.: +65 8298 9442
Contact Person: Tan Ai Li
(Assistant Director Of Business Development, Catering Sales)
Email: aili.tan@meritushotels.com
Website: www.meritushotels.com

EARLY BIRD RATE
Register and Pay 

on or before 8 June 2018

NORMAL RATE
Register and Pay
after 8 June 2018

2 Day Training Course

FEE PER DELEGATE

SGD 3,295 (SAVE SGD 200) SGD 3,495

Register 2 Delegates & the 3rd attends FREE!
*Applicable to Normal Rates only

P52250 WEB




