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South Africa: Eastern provinces: Plan journeys accounting for disruption until 15
February due to heavy rain, flooding

  OVERVIEW  
Level: Notice
Location: KwaZulu-Natal, Limpopo and Mpumalanga provinces - South Africa
Category: Storm, Flood, Road disruption, Infrastructure outage
Active: 12 Feb 2021 - 16 Feb 2021

 
 

The table below shows the number of impacted and potentially impacted individuals and assets at the date/time the
alert was issued. The counts include individuals within the impact radius of the alert and may not reflect the total
number of people in each area listed.
Please log into Tracker for the latest information or click here for an up-to-date list of affected individuals and assets
in the impacted area.

  EXPOSURE IN IMPACTED AREA ONLY  

Location There Now There in next 24
hours

There in next 1-7
days

There while the
alert is active

Durban 0 0 3 3

TOTAL 0 0 3 3

  EXPOSURE BY COUNTRY  
Location There Now There in next 24

hours
There in next 1-7
days

There while the
alert is active

South Africa (Medium
Risk) 8 9 12 14

Plan journeys accounting for disruption after the South African Weather Service (SAWS) issued a yellow warning
(second-lowest on a four-tier scale) for heavy rainfall and possible flooding for parts of Kwazulu-Natal, Limpopo and
Mpumalanga provinces from 12 February until at least 15 February. Such weather conditions are likely to
exacerbate ongoing disruption to roads and essential services in areas still recovering from the aftermath of
Tropical Storm Eloise. Reconfirm the status of routes before setting out.

 

  MORE DETAIL  
Weather-related disruption can be expected to continue in South Africa throughout the cyclone season, which
typically runs until the end of April. Parts of South Africa, including Kwazulu-Natal, Limpopo and Mpumalanga,
were recently devastated by Tropical Storm Eloise. The storm caused severe damage in South Africa, particularly
in areas with fragile infrastructure. At least eight people were killed in Kwazulu-Natal in weather-related incidents
during the storm. In addition, the remnants of Eloise displaced hundreds of people and destroyed dozens of
residences and buildings.

Drainage infrastructure remains poor in some parts of South Africa. Therefore, heavy rains can cause significant
flooding in low-lying areas and possible disruption to utilities, such as telecommunications, water and electricity.
Furthermore, adverse weather conditions may cause some roads to become impassable and force the authorities
to suspend movement on key routes.

 

  WHAT WE ADVISED YOUR PEOPLE  
Monitor the SAWS website for information on prevailing weather conditions. Be prepared to adjust itineraries
accordingly.
Roads in affected provinces may be flooded. Reconfirm the status of routes before setting out and allow
additional time to complete journeys. Liaise with local contacts to ascertain the feasibility of specific journeys.
Avoid low-lying areas due to the potential risk of flash floods and landslides. Do not drive through flooded
areas. If you see a flooded road ahead, turn around and find another route to your destination.
Monitor our South Africa alerts for related updates.

 

  ASSISTANCE  
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  +971 4601 8777
Dubai, UAE

  
 

Call our medical and travel security specialists any time for advice and assistance before, during or after your trip. All
24-hour Assistance Centre phone numbers can be viewed here.

 

  YOUR FEEDBACK  

Was this alert useful? Click the icons to provide your feedback.

  DID YOU KNOW?  
Download the Assistance app for up-to-date travel security analysis and medical information in the palm
of your hands.
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