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Overview

If you’re running a business or just planning to start one, a blog is a powerful tool for you to use
to help you achieve your goals.

By providing valuable content to your audience for free, they’ll be more engaged with your
business and will be more likely to buy your product/service in the future.

Unfortunately, many business owners and marketers do not know how to write a blog post
article properly.

In this blueprint, you’re going to learn how to write your first blog post article, even if you've
never written one before.

How You Can Use This?

e Learn how to write a blog post for your business.
e Share the guidelines with your team so they can help you to create content.
e Learn how to set up your blog post on Wordpress.

Tools And Resources

Creating a blog post article for the first time may be challenging especially when you don’t have
much experience writing and unfamiliar with how to upload your content to a platform.

In this blueprint, we’ll be covering how you can use Wordpress to set up your first blog post
article.

This is why we created this blueprint to help you get started on your first blog post article.

As usual, you can download a PDF version of this blueprint here.
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What You Need To Know

Why Write Blog Posts?

Business blogging helps to create more online visibility for your business.

When executed properly, your blog can be used as another marketing channel (such as email
marketing and social media marketing).

Remember... You're not just writing a story about how your day started and ended. You're
writing an effective content to help your business sell.

More Website Visits
When you create a blog post, this will create another indexed page on your website.

This means that there is a higher chance for your page to appear as a result when someone
does a search about a topic related to your business on a search engine.

On top of that blog posts also helps to increase your visibility on social media platforms like
Facebook and Twitter.

This happens when readers share your blog post and your website link appears in their post.
Nurturing Readers Into Leads
You can engage and nurture readers by getting them to subscribe to your mailing list.

Once they opt-in, you can update them regularly about new content on your website and even
send them exclusive offers for your products/services.

Another way you can get your website visitors to opt-in is by using lead magnets in your blog
posts.

If you want to learn more about how to create effective lead magnets, you can refer to our ‘How
To Create Lead Magnets That Gets You Highly Qualified Leads’ blueprint.
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Establish Authority

By constantly creating content that’s helpful to your target audience, they will perceive you as an
authority in your field.

On top of that, by sending them content regularly, you will condition readers to keep your brand
at the top of their minds..

Long-Term Results
Evergreen blog posts tend to have a compounding effect over time.

As your blog posts get more and more views and leads over time, your rankings on the search
engines will improve.

This means that you can continue to get website visitors and leads from your old blog posts in
the long run.
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Types Of Blog Posts

Listicles

A listicle is basically a list of compiled things.

It is one of the simplest types of blog post that you can put together.
This type of blog post is used by many social websites like BuzzFeed.

Here are some examples of listicles:

Here Are 17 Reasons Teachers Are Paid Too Much - BuzzFeed

https:/fww buzzfeed com/jonmichaelpofifteachers-are-superherces v
Here Are 17 Reasons Teachers Are Paid Too Much $3%. They get off at 3 every day. Posted on April 24,
2018, at 5:46 p.m.. Jon-Michael Poff. Buzzheed Staff.

10 Listicles That BuzzFeed Hasn't Made Yet - Odyssey

https:/iwww. theodysseyonline.com/10-listicles-buzzfeed

BuzzFeed makes a lot of listicles. If you've managed to keep yourself hidden under an online rock,
BuzzFeed is more widely known as the website on Facebook ...

6 BuzzFeed 'listicles' that will save your life - BedTimes Magazine

https://bedtimesmagazine.com/2014/06/6-buzzfeed-listicles-that-will-save-your-life/ «
Jun 18, 2014 - OK, these listicles won't save your life, but if you aren't getting a daily dose of
BuzzFeed, you are the poorer for it. This "news site” has managed ...

Guides
This is commonly known as how-to blog posts.
In general, they provide step by step information that helps readers to achieve a specific goal.

Our blueprints are an example of this type of blog post.
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Here are more examples of guides from Buzzfeed:

The Ultimate Guide To Decorating Your Entire Home - BuzzFeed

https:fwww buzzfeed.com/. . fthe-ultimate-guide-to-decorating-your-entire-home -
Jul 10, 2018 - For more, check out The Ultimate Guide to Organizing Your Kitchen, and get the how-to
for the chalkboard measuring cabinet on Madish and ...

BuzzFeed Style Guide

https:/iwww buzzfeed com/emmyf/buzzfeed-style-guide ~
The BuzzFeed Style Guide aims to provide a prevailing, and evolving, set of standards for the internet
and social media.

The A To Z Guide To Self-Care - BuzzFeed

https:/Awww buzzfeed com/annaborges/self-care-tips-guide =
Jul 24, 2018 - A more or less definitive guide to taking care of yourself.

Case Studies

A case study is a real-life example of how your product/service was able to help your customer
achieve their goals.

It recounts in detail the problems that your customer was facing and how you helped to solve
them.

Essentially, readers will be able to see your customer’s journey from start to finish.
They’ll be able to analyse your claims using the data that you provide in the post.

This type of blog post is especially useful if your product/service requires a significant amount of
investment.
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Below is an example of a case study post by Canva:

Business

How to use images fto skyrocket your blog
traffic: A case study of 100 million articles

[infographic]

o
#.5t Steve Rayson

USING

TC BRIVE TRAFFIE

(Credit: Canva)

Checklists

A checklist is a series of points that readers can go through to help them make certain decisions
or reach a certain conclusion.

An example of a checklist is our ‘Fix Your Campaign Checklist’ blueprint.

This checklist is useful for you to diagnose most (if not all) the possible problems you might
experience when you’re running your campaigns.
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The Process
Introduction

There are basically 5 steps to writing your first blog post.

You start off with an objective for your content. Your objective has to be aligned with your
business and marketing objectives.

When you’re clear about your objective, the next step is to brainstorm for ideas. This can be
done by listing down ideas at the top of your head.

Or you can review existing blog posts in your industry for inspiration and give your own unique
twist to it.

Next, you pick one topic and the type of blog post that you'll create.

Once you've written your blog post, the next step is to edit it. The tool we’'ll be using in this
blueprint is Grammarly and we have a checklist for you to use too.

Last but not least, we’ll share how you can upload your blog post to WordPress.

Researching

Brainstorming And Writing

Editing Posting

Objective

Before you start brainstorming, it is crucial that you understand what is the goal of your post.
This will give you clarity on what you are writing and why.

It also ensures that your blog post will address a specific desire or pain that your readers are
currently facing.
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To come up with the objective of your blog post, write down what readers will do after they’ve
read your blog post.

Do you want them to opt-in for your mailing list? Check out your product or service? Or simply
comment and share their views on your content.

Brainstorming

Using Personal Knowledge

The first thing you need to do is to brainstorm a list of ideas that your target audience will be
interested in.

Write down the 3-5 ideas that either meet their desires or help them overcome their challenges.

It's useful to have an ideal customer avatar in front of you when you write. Imagine you'’re
having a personal conversation with the ideal customer.

If you want to learn how to put together an ideal customer avatar for your marketing and
advertising, you can check out our ‘How To Create An Ideal Customer Avatar’ blueprint.

Using Moz To Find More Ideas

Alternatively, you can use a keyword explorer like Moz to find out the popular searches on
Google for a particular topic.

Go to https://moz.com and create an account.

After that, go to https://moz.com/explorer.

Type in the topic that you want to research about. In our example, we are using the topic, ‘How
To Lose Weight'.
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Keyword Explorer

tod prioritize the < dst

i~ Explor 2 root domain, subdomain, or page

keyword how to lose weight] United States - en-US

9 of 10 queries available until 09/01

(Credit:Moz)

You will see a list of keyword suggestions and the number of people who search that phrase per
month.

Keyword Overview Keyword Overview:
Keyword Suggestions hOW tO lOSe WEIQhJ[ Addm v

SERP Analysis

70.8k-118k 52 60% 83

. Monthly Volume * Learn more Difficulty * Learn more OrganicCTR ' Learn more Priority ' Learnmore
Keyword Lists [SAMPLE
— ] | | | ‘,U ,)7‘_‘ ,I W || H
Keyword Suggestions SERP Analysis
Keyword Monthly Volume Rank Title & URL PA DA
how to lose weight naturally 851-1.7k 1 How to Lose Weight - The 18 Best Tips.. 54 63
https://www.dietdoctor.com/how-to-lo. —
how to lose weight fast 30.3k-70.8k
A How to lose weight fast: 9 scientific wa.. 53 91
how to lose weight in 10 days 51-100 https://www.medicalnewstoday.com/ar... —
how to lose weight fast with exercise 201-500 How To Lose Weight - Women's Health 42 82
https://www.womenshealthmag.com/h... —
how to lose weight without exercise 501-850

63 See full analysis )
See all suggestions (%) 2

You can click ‘See all suggestions’ and click on the ‘Monthly Volume’ header to rank the topics
from the highest volume to lowest volume.
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Keyword Suggestions:
how to lose weight

include a mix of sources no any
All Keyword Suggestions Export CSV
Monthly
O Keyword Relevancy Volirs Search
[J howtoloseweight 70.8k-118k
[0 howtoloseweight fast 30.3k-70.8k
[ howtoloseweight naturally 851-1.7k
[0 howtoloseweightinamonth 851-1.7k

You can use this list to come up with variations for topics for your blog post.

At the end of your brainstorming stage, you should have a list of topics to write about.

Researching And Writing

Pick A Topic
You should pick a topic that your market is genuinely interested in.
The topics should also be different from what your competitors already covered in their content.

This is why it's so important to research on what is been covered by your competitors (as
covered in the last section).

Use An Outline
Once you have a topic, you can start brainstorming the points you want to cover.

You can do more in-depth research on Google or go through the content page of well-known
books on the topic.
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One of our favourite references is the “For Dummies” series which usually provides a wide
scope for the topics covered.

ook published || Basic Maths

Entrepreneurship

s sarew

"~ starting f=— W pubiishing ‘ rks
a Business PLE'-BOOkS

DUF‘XM[E?.S Y i DUNMIES

Physics e king Millions : Publishing Accounting

Essentialrs E-Books . 2
DUMMIES DUMMIES DUMMIES

Jap('ljnese

=D

(Credit: For Dummies)

To add value to your blog post, you can also add interesting facts and figures that will keep your
readers engaged.

As | do my research, | like to use tools to keep track of the research.

Notepad, Microsoft Word, and Google Docs are some of the handiest tools you can use to keep
notes of your research. For example, | keep reference links in one Google Document as I'm
doing my research.

Of course, you can simply use a pen and a notebook. Classic never gets old, right?

But, if you want to be more organized in keeping track of everything, there are also free apps
you can download.

Here are a few of the popular ones we have used. You can check them out and choose which
one best suits your needs:

Evernote

Google Keep
Microsoft OneNote
Simplenote

Copyright 2018 © GrowthTribe Pte. Ltd.
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Hackpad
Dropbox Paper
Apple Notes
Zoho Notebook
Box Notes
Quip

Bear

You can rearrange the points in a logical manner that makes sense for the reader.

| recommend you start off by creating a “skeleton” for your post and fill up each point with key
points you want to cover.

Here’s an example of an outline that we did for our ‘How To Create An Irresistible Offer’
blueprint.

Overview
How Can You Use This?
Tools And Resources

What You Need To Know

What Is An Irresistible Offer?

Researching On Your Competitor’s Offer

Steps

Step 1: Pick The Best Product Or Service For The Specific Market
Step 2: Write Down All The Benefits Of The Product Or Service

Step 3: Write Down How You Can Prove Those Benefits

Results
Demonstration
Testimonials
Endorsements
Research & Statistics

Step 4: Write Down Ways You Can Minimize Or Mitigate Risks On
The Part Of The Ideal Customer

IMoney Back Guarantee

Keep The Product Guarantee

Service Satisfaction Guarantee

Prove You Used It Guarantee

We'll Pay You Guarantee
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Allocate Time To Write
Writing takes time and effort especially if this is your first time doing so.

I recommend putting aside about 30 minutes to an hour per day to write. Give yourself a word
count goal (300 words per day) and stick to it.

You'll be surprised how much you can write within a short period of time.

One of the mistakes that first time writers make is to write and edit at the same time.
My best advice is to write as quickly as possible, and cover as many points as you can.
Don’t stop to ‘judge’ what you wrote. We tend to be overly critical of what we write.

And only start editing when you're done with your first draft.

Editing

Always remember to review your work before you publish it.

The first (and easiest) thing to check for is spelling and grammar mistakes.
You can do this with the ‘Spell Check’ tool in Google Docs.

Click Tools > Spelling and Grammar > Check spelling and grammar.

Blueprint - How To Write Your First Blog Post

File Edit View Insert Format Tools | Add-ons Help Al changes saved in Drive

o~ T 100% Normal tex: Spelling > Spell check JIE|E-E-E E | X
I Word count Ctrl+Shift+C ' Underline errors 1120 1130 1 1ae 0 1B LT ] o]
Outline % Review suggested edits Ctrl+Alt+O Clri+Alt+U Personal dictionary...
Explore Ctrl+Alt+Shift+]
Dictionary Clrl+Shift+Y  Check spelling and grammar. A box will open in the top

How To Upload Your Blog Post On W... ® Keep notepad

Step 1: Create A Powerful Headline Translate doctmetit. marked out and you can make edits accordingly.

Step 2: Use Subheadi & Voice typing... Ctri+Shift+S ;

pco L8 Subnoaings 5 y. You can go to https://www.grammarly.com to read more

~

Step 3: Add The Body <> Script editor

Step 4: Use Appealing Images Preferences...

A box will open in the top right corner.
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Blueprint - How To Write Your First Blog Post | =] @

File Edit View Insert Format Tools Add-ons Help All changes saved in Drive

e~ o~ @ B 100% -  Normaltext -  Arial - m1 - B I UA & o A-E === s E-E-EE ¥ S A
L2 lodelem ol vq ol o2 0 e3a 040 label o6 h 7 1 8rba9 1010c0 41e1 1125 1 11 .

right corner, Change GrowthTribe fo: X
The mistakes in your blog post will be marked out and you can make edits a

Cran sy Growth Tribe Ignore -
Another tool you can use is Grammarly. You can go to hitps:/www.arammar

Using Moz To Find More Ideas about it. Add to Dictionary ~ ~
Writing <Grammarly homepage>

The mistakes in your blog post will be marked out and you can make edits accordingly.

Another tool you can use is Grammarly. You can go to https://www.grammarly.com to read more
about it.

@ grammarly Login

Your writing, at its best.

Grammarly makes sure everything you type
is clear, effective, and mistake-free.

Or an important post on Facebook.

Add to Chrome It’s free

Waiting for gnar.grammarly.com...

(Credit: Grammarly)

You can use Grammarly to check all your written content online, including your Facebook posts.
You can download an extension for Google Chrome or any browser you’re using.

As you’re editing your blog post, they will automatically detect errors and provide suggestions
(as shown below):

Copyright 2018 © GrowthTribe Pte. Ltd.
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Or you're finishing you’re next article.|

your ,

(Credit: Grammarly)

However, do note that the Grammarly Chrome Extension does not work on Google Docs.

So you will have to manually upload your text either to Grammarly online or through the
Grammarly app on your computer.

’h\" My Grammarly Demo document

New

Upload 41

(Credit: Grammarly)

The next thing to check is readability - basically the ease with which a reader can understand a

written text.

Copyright 2018 © GrowthTribe Pte. Ltd.
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Posting

In the next part, we'll show you how to upload your blog post on WordPress, one of the world’s
most popular Content Management System (CMS).

@WORDPRESS.ORG =

Showcase Themes Plugins Mobile Support Getinvolved About Blog Hosting Get WordPress

Meet WordPress

WordPress is open source software you can use to create a
beautiful website, blog, or app.

WordPress is also available in X (f&{4).

Beautiful designs, powerful features, and the freedom to build

arvaAhino vniiwant \WnrADroacce ic hath frao anAd nriraloce at tha

(Credit: WordPress)

WordPress is a pretty easy tool to use. It's user-friendly and once you get the hang of it, you'll
enjoy creating more blog posts in the future.

You can add images, social media embeds, and YouTube videos to make your article more
captivating

Setting up a blog with WordPress will only take a few minutes. After doing all the steps in the
next part, you'll be able to take advantage of its awesome features.

Copyright 2018 © GrowthTribe Pte. Ltd.
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How To Upload Your Blog Post On WordPress
Step 1: Create A Powerful Headline

The first step you need to do is think of a headline that will entice the readers.
Don’t rush this step to be sure you come up with a great headline.

Spice up your headline using adjectives and other highly emotional words or ‘power words’
guaranteed to attract your target audience in an instant.

@ Dashboard Add New Post
(4] Jetpack
Headline
A Posts
All Posts
3 Add Media
paragraph v B I = = 6 = = = &£ &
w“ - AvE O QES e

M Pages

P Comments ({47
ThirstyAffiliates

B4 Contact

4. Amazon Affiliate

Calendar

e Profile

# Tools

Settings

Word count: 0

On the upper left side of your WordPress text page, you'll see a text box where you’re going to
put your headline.

Make sure to follow the MLA style of writing a headline where all words start with an uppercase
letter.

Copyright 2018 © GrowthTribe Pte. Ltd.
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The image below shows an example of a good headline.

GrowthTribe

HOME ABOUT US WHAT WE DO Su(

I How To Create Facebook Ads That Sell

Step 2: Use Subheadings

Subheadings are important to make your article visually appealing.

They make an article more comprehensible and specific. Imagine a long article with continuous
paragraphs. Looks bland, right?

An article with no subheadings will give a reader an assumption that he or she is about to read a
long piece of write-up and that doesn’t sound interesting.

Subheadings can also improve your Search Engine Optimization (SEO) which will help your
article rank in Google.

Copyright 2018 © GrowthTribe Pte. Ltd.
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@ Dashboard Add New Post
@ Jetpack
Headline
f Posts
All Posts
Q7 Add Med

Add New

Categories Paragraph A B I = &=

I
-~
-~
I
I

Tag

I

Paragraph
07 Media
‘ -
Heading 1
L] Pages
B Comments (47 Headmg 2 (Shift+Alt+2)
ThirstyAffiliates Heading 3
Contact Heading 4
Heading 5

2 Amazon Affiliate

Heading 6
Calendar

[ YT R SF RN A

You can write your subheadings in the Heading 2 (H2) or Heading 3 (H3) format which you can
easily set and apply in WordPress.

Step 3: Add The Body

An informative body should provide enough information to your readers.
The body is the ‘meat’ of an article. It should be stuffed with what the headline promises.

Make it precise yet interesting and fun to read. Aside from facts, you can insert funny stories,
personal experiences, quotes from your favorite author, or any relevant ideas.

This is your blog, you can write whatever you want as long as it fits your topic.

If you were able to explain your topic clearly, Google’s algorithm is smart enough to understand
what you’re trying to express and it will rank your article properly for searches.

Step 4: Use Appealing Images

Images and other forms of graphics are a very important element of a blog post article.
If you want to drive more traffic, don’t just create a plain text article.

It should be a combination of meaty content, various social-media elements like YouTube
videos, and some quality images.
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) e Add New Post
@ Jetpack
Headline
f Posts
All Posts
e Q3 Add Media
Paragraph vB I = £ ¢ = = = ¢
Tags o _
we — AvE QO Q = = e

87 Media

M Pages

B Comments ({47
ThirstyAffiliates

Contact

2  Amazon Affiliate

Calendar

o Profile

# Tools

Like subheadings, including these elements will make your content visually appealing.

You can tweak or do some minor editing to your images to enhance their appearance in terms
of color, size, and overall look.

Canva is one of the easiest and the most effective graphic-design tool website around.

Read our blueprint on ‘How To Create Attention Grabbing Ad Images’ where we also discussed
Canva including a brief introduction, account registration, and more.
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To make sure your image is able to help you get more traffic, you’ll need to optimize things like
the image Alternative Text and the image title and description.

Image Details

Caption

Alternative Text

DISPLAY SETTINGS

Align | eft | Center | Right | None

Size | Full Size - 1080 x 1080 ¥

Link To  None v

ADVANCED OPTIONS v

Click here to learn more about Alt Text in WordPress.

Step 5: Add Internal Links

Internal links are free advertisement for your content.

You can advertise some of your blog posts articles to other articles on your site to increase the
number of views per article.

What’s Next?

Now that you have created your first blog post article, you car
to the world and create caliber contents to help you beat your
and business career.

If you want to learn more about dealing with competitors, you
‘How To Spy On Your Competitor's Ads’’

Since you're just about to write your first blog post article, you might not have many internal
links to add.

Copyright 2018 © GrowthTribe Pte. Ltd.
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However, you can add them in later when you have more blog posts.

Step 6: Don’t Forget The Call To Action

A Call To Action (CTA) is a step to motivate an audience to become a potential customer or
client.

It's an appeal or an invitation to your audience to follow your journey and support your upcoming
posts.

You can ask readers to leave a comment, ask him or her insight about the topic, encourage him
or her to check out a product or service, and to read other articles from your blog.

The image below shows an example of a Call To Action.

This blueprint has given you a great overview of how you can set up your own experiment on
Google Optimize.

I recommend you take some time to explore the other tools in Google Optimize. You'll find a
whole suite of powerful resources you can use to improve your current marketing campaign
performance.

If you're running traffic to a lead capture page, do check out our ‘How To Craft A High Converting
Lead Capture Page’ blueprint on improving your page’s performance.

You can find new ways to improve your landing page performance using our ‘Fix Your Campaign’
blueprint.
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Step 7: Edit Your Meta Description
The image below shows an example of a live article and its meta description in Google page.

How To Improve Your Conversion Rate With Google Optimize ...
hitps:/fiwww. qmw’[rimbe,comcl, J'hO‘.‘\-’—TOAImeOVE—\tOUf—COI‘WE[S_IDI‘I—raTE—‘.‘-’ith—QDOG]E—D, v

3 days ago - Want to improve your conversion rate but don't know how to get started? ... We'll run
through how you can set up Google Optimize on your

6 Ways to Improve Conversion Rate For PPC & Google Adwordse
https://rapidboostmarketing. com/6-ways-improve-conversion-rate-ppc-google-adwords/ v

Aug 25, 2017 - Apart from these few ways to improve your conversion rate, use ... Hence, ensure that
you optimize your ad copy so that it aligns with your

Moz - Conversion Rate Optimization®

https://moz.com » SEO Learning Center =

Conversion rate optimization (CRO) is the systematic process of increasing the percentage ... Start
with a solid web analytics platform, such as Google Analytics.

Your meta description can be edited in the Yoast section of WordPress.

It's the snippet Google displays in search results. An effective meta description can consist of 2
to 3 powerful sentences.

Each sentence should sound convincing, interesting, and contain intriguing characteristics that
can get you multiple clicks.

SEO title
» ’|
0y Media
Pages Slug
Comments (1417 headline
ThirstyAffiliates
i Contact Meta description

Amazon Affiliate Modify your meta description by editing it righ

Calendar

Profile

Tools Close snippet editor

Settings

&, Focus keyword
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Step 8: Work On Your Introduction

Writing an introduction can be tricky.

This is the first part of the blog post the readers are going to read. It will dictate whether they
want to read your article until the end or not.

Your introduction should not be too long but it should get the reader interested to read the rest
of the blog

It should cover what your article is all about.

Tip: Don’t write your introduction first. This is the reason why we placed this on the last step.
Remember, your introduction should wrap up your whole article.

You won'’t be able to write it properly unless you’re completely done writing the body.

Save the best for last!

That's how we do it!
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What’s Next?

Now that you’ve created your first blog post, you can run traffic to it.
One of the ways you can do this is by using Facebook Link ads.

If you'd like to learn how to write Facebook ads that will bring quality traffic to your blog post,
check out our ‘How To Create Facebook Ads That Sell’ blueprint.
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