E VA L U AT I N G T O A P AY O H
Hear from the CEOs: Ismail Gafoor from PropNex and Jack Chua from ERA
weigh in on the pros and cons of investing in Toa Payoh.

SM A RT C ONNE C T I ONS
It isn’t a city without smart transport. But what does it mean in the
everyday travelling experience?

THE FUTURE OF MOBILITY
Tomorrow’s mobility looks towards greener pastures: car-sharing, electric
vehicles, and a life without wheels.

G U I D E T O T O A P AY O H : T R A N S P O R T

To find out more about Gem Residences,
call or visit us now.
–
www.gemresidences.sg

8100 1555 / 8332 2000
R011362C

R026595D

IN TRANSIT

T O A PAY O H ’ S
T R A NSP ORT
NET WORK

Text by Xiangyun Lim • Photography by Toni Cuhadi

Singapore is small. But it is also a densely populated city, making proximity to amenities all the more essential. Time is a commodity
too highly valued to be wasted on travelling an hour just for groceries. Also key is location to prime areas for both work and play;
a short commute preserves sanity and precious minutes for things that matter more than being in transit.
So while the “heart-ware” may differentiate a town, it has to be partnered with the “hardware”: transport, facilities, well-planned
infrastructure and preparation for what is to come. Looking towards the future requires the consideration of green solutions for
mobility and lifestyle — not just on a global or national scale but in each of our daily lives. A tough process perhaps, but certainly
worthwhile. For what better investment is there than the future?
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For Illustrative Purpose Only
KEY LEGEND

"With the concierge
app, I have a host of
transport options
available for me!"

TOA PAYOH

NSL NORTH-SOUTH LINE

CTE CENTRAL EXPRESSWAY

TEL CALDECOTT STATION (U/C)

NSL TOA PAYOH STATION

CCL CIRCLE LINE

PIE PAN ISLAND EXPRESSWAY

NSE NORTH-SOUTH EXPRESSWAY (U/C)

NSL BRADDELL STATION

DTL DOWNTOWN LINE

CONNECTED BY
M A J O R E X P R E S S WA Y S

ACCESSIBLE TO
M RT NET WOR K S

NORTH-SOUTH EXPRESSWAY (U/C)

CIRCLE LINE (CCL) INTERCHANGE

14 min
Toa Payoh

Toa Payoh

Shenton Way

PAN ISLAND EXPRESSWAY

A CUT ABOVE THE REST
Welcome to the contemporary lifestyle. Living
at Gem Residences means comfort in a house
fitted with thoughtful design, carrying the ageold refinery of world-class brands like SMEG
and Hansgrohe. Multiple facilities from outdoor
teppanyaki and grill pavilions to a spacious
clubhouse with cooking facilities, and a 50m
swimming pool to unparalleled views from rooftop
spaces, cater for every facet of living. Being in one
of Singapore’s most mature estates also means that
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TEL THOMSON-EAST COAST LINE (U/C)

2 min

4 min

Braddell

Bishan

the best hawker food and daily essentials are within
easy reach. Even if you need to step out, the 12,154 sqm
development’s location at Toa Payoh Lorong 5 is just
minutes’ drive from the city’s prime shopping belt and
walking distance from two MRT stations.

fingertips. This is the pleasure of being home:
a triadic luxury of facilities, activities and ondemand concierge services coming together for
a definitive new experience — where one has the
time to enjoy the precious things in life.

We make it even better by integrating concierge
services seamlessly into the everyday. With access
to international priority bookings and personalised
requests for all occasions, the world is at your

For more information:
call us at 8332 2000 or 8100 1555,
or visit our website at www.gemresidences.sg

Changi Airport

CENTRAL EXPRESSWAY

4 min
Braddell

Toa Payoh

Novena

6 min
Newton

8 min

HDB Hub

4 min

SAFRA Toa Payoh

4 min

NTUC Fairprice (HDB Hub)

4 min

Balestier Hill Shopping Centre

7 min

Junction 8 Shopping Centre

7 min

Cold Storage (Serangoon Central)

7 min

Macritchie Reservoir

7 min

Bishan Park

7 min

Shaw Plaza

9 min

Orchard

THOMSON-EAST COAST LINE (TEL, U/C)
20 min

Toa Payoh

Circle Line
(CCL)

NORTH-SOUTH LINE (NSL)
18 min

Toa Payoh

MINUTES* FROM
KEY AMENITIES

Shenton Way

20 min
Caldecott

Shenton Way

* Estimated travelling time by car from Gem Residences.
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IT’S ALL
A B O U T L O C AT I O N
Text by Xiangyun Lim • Photography by Toni Cuhadi

“Toa Payoh is
great to cycle
around!”

TOA PAYOH AS A TRANSPORT HUB
Late 1960s
Without proper facilities for buses, sometimes
there would be as many as 30 buses lined up
at the roadside bus terminal along Toa Payoh
Lorong 1.
1971
Operations begin for Toa Payoh Central Bus
Terminal, which had a capacity of 130 buses.
1983
Toa Payoh Bus Interchange is built to replace
the terminal with new facilities such as coinchanging machines and information counters.
1983
The same year saw the launch of the Toa Payoh
Bus Plan, which rerouted trunk routes and
introduced six feeder bus services.

There are many reasons why Jack Chua, CEO of ERA
Realty Network, pegs Toa Payoh as a “highly soughtafter” town. Laying testament to his statement is the
recent tender for a 99-year leasehold residential site
in this estate last year that drew a bullish response of
14 bids despite a sluggish market. The town’s location
at the city fringe, established infrastructure, and
proximity to two major expressways contribute to the
town’s evergreen value.
How connected is Toa Payoh, really? Besides being
a 20-minute drive away from CBD, a mere three
train stops from the Orchard shopping belt and at
close proximity to recreational areas like Macritchie
Reservoir, the town also boasts one of the first
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Integrated Transport Hub (ITH) of the nation, which
offers seamless links between an air-conditioned bus
interchange, the MRT station, and other facilities.
Intra-town connectivity is another consideration: from
the station, it is a comfortable walk to a myriad of
shops and amenities. These include a library, a 3900seat stadium, swimming complex, gymnasium, the
only non-airconditioned shopping mall in the city and
a vibrant mix of modern and traditional stores. The
relatively small size of the town means that it is almost
too easy to get to the many infamous hawker and cafe
joints dotted along the lorongs (check out our Food
issue for the low-down of the best).

Despite its established infrastructure, Toa Payoh
has been spotlighted for upgrading under the Housing
and Development Board’s Remaking Our Heartland
programme, which will see a revamped town centre
and park along with improved pedestrian access. It will
also benefit from the new Thomson-East Coast Line
(TEL), which adds a total of 31 more train stations in
stages from 2019 onwards. It's really of no wonder that
property investment experts express such confidence in
this town.

1999
The interchange was shifted to a temporary site
as the original plot of land made way for the
construction of HDB Hub.
2002
The new Toa Payoh Integrated Transport Hub
(ITH), which is the first ITH and the first airconditioned bus interchange in Singapore, opens.

DO YOU KNOW ?
Gem Residences is conveniently located just
400m away from Braddell MRT. From there,
Toa Payoh interchange and HDB Hub is just
one train stop away.

Page 5

E VA L U AT I N G T O A P AY O H :
JAC K C HUA

S M A RT
COMMUTING

Text by Xiangyun Lim • Photography by Rebecca Toh & Toni Cuhadi

Text by Xiangyun Lim

Time to get off work. Consult gothere.sg for the quickest
way to get to the restaurant you’re meeting your friends
at. There are a few buses you can take from a nearby bus
stop. While walking there, you check for bus arrival
timings on the Iris app. By the time you reach the stop,
you’ve already updated your estimated reaching time
in the group chat with your friends and can reply other
conversations without constantly craning your neck to
check incoming traffic. Bus arrives in the five minutes
Iris predicted. You board and tap your card, making
a mental note to top it up as the reader flashes yellow,
announcing low value in your card.

road blocks, and public transport arrival times can now
be found on multiple digital platforms. Senior citizens
and people with disabilities can also activate Green
Man+, which extends pedestrian crossing times at
traffic junctions.

Sounds familiar? Few may realise just how much
smart technology is with us at every step of our transit
journeys. Over the years, cash ceased to be the preferred
payment method. Real-time information on traffic jams,

Much of this technology is virtually invisible in the
transport infrastructure. Over 164km of the city’s
roads and tunnel systems are supported by Intelligent
Transport Systems (ITSs) to maximise road network

W H AT
D OE S SM A RT
T R A NSP ORT
MEAN?

It’s a service both personal and interactive. Kind of like
Siri, but without the sultry female voice — instead,
a more impassive one guides us to our destination on
the GPS finder. Every route is different, but there
always is one. All you need is to input your location and
destination and all alternatives will be outlined for you.

efficiency as well as manage traffic flow. It’s become
so integrated into everyday life that only its absence
or disruption will be noticed — just like train
breakdowns.
At its heart, smart transport is far more than just
having free Wi-Fi at MRT stations. It’s about using
technology and intelligent systems to create a travel
experience that is informative, interactive, assistive
and green. It’s about building an experience that has
sustainability, efficiency, safety and inclusiveness. It's
also what any city has to invest in, not as a separate
entity, but as an integral part of the future's blueprint.

IT MEANS
I N T E G R AT E D
T R A N S P O R T PAY M E N T.

I T M E A N S C O N S TA N T
D ATA C O L L E C T I O N
A N D A N A LY S I S .

Today, the Contactless e-Purse Application
Standard (CEPAS), a national standard that
enables different card issuers to offer cards and
services compatible with the ERP system, can
be used for both transport and non-transport
related transactions. Auto-topup options make
it all the more convenient and easy to go cashless.

CEPAS cards also capture travelling trends that
provide a real-time source of anonymised data
for analysis used for transport planning and
improving public transport services.

IT MEANS GOING
GREEN.

IT ME ANS R E AL-TIME
I N F O R M AT I O N AT
YOUR F IN G E RT IPS.

IT MEANS AN
ASSISTIVE SYSTEM.
and Toa Payoh is one of the most connected mature
estates and is flanked by two major expressways.
Amenities such as wet markets, supermarkets, schools,
childcare centres, banks, public library and many more
are within easy access.
With these unique selling points, we believe Toa Payoh’s
property prices are generally among the top few in
Singapore — not considering landed residential estate
— and have strong holding power.
Jack Chua, ER A, CEO

Jack Chua, CEO of ER A Realty
Network Pte Ltd, believes that Toa
Payoh’s value will not only remain
strong through market f luctuations
but continue to appreciate with its
inherent locational value.
“Investments in properties is all about LOCATION,
LOCATION, LOCATION. Toa Payoh has always
been highly sought after due to its central location,
excellent amenities and good connectivity to major
expressways. Property prices in Toa Payoh have
proven to be able to withstand impacts to the market
compared with other estates.
Generally, Toa Payoh’s property prices are higher than
nearby estates. Transportation nodes are important
factors when buyers consider a potential development,
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When Trevista was launched in Toa Payoh in 2008,
the take up rate was overwhelming and it was
completely sold out in a month. Recent launches of
new developments in close-by areas such as Bishan,
Ang Mo Kio, Thomson and Potong Pasir were
also well-received and showed strong interest in
developments with unique selling points.
Now, with effective cooling measures, buyers and
investors are more cautious when purchasing
a property. Newspapers and industry market reports
show that there are a surplus of unsold residential units
in Singapore, which we predict will ease off
in the coming year or next.
However, most of these units are generally located
outside core regions of Singapore where demand is
more lukewarm. Toa Payoh has no surplus units at
all, which we believe will relate to strong demand. No
new developments were launched since 2011, which
exacerbates the shortage of supply relative to demand.
Gem Residences will be the 4 th private residential
development in the estate, pushing the total amount
of units to about 1,870 units. We believe there

Trellis Tower

384 Units

Completed in
2000

Oleander
Tower

318 Units

Completed in
1998

Trevista

590 Units

Completed in
2011

Gem
Residences

578 Units

Slated for 2019

is a market for private residential units as there are
many second- and third-generation families currently
residing in Toa Payoh who are keen to upgrade while
still remaining in the same estate. With little resultant
dilution to the private residential market, it is highly
probable that these Toa Payoh properties will continue
to command strong appreciation.”
“My resident's
pass is EZ-link
enabled!”

DO YOU KNOW ?
It is only a 14-minutes* drive to the CBD from
Gems Residences. For those who prefer being
in the passenger seat, hop into a cab at the
dedicated taxi waiting bay and you’re on the way!
*Upon completion of the North-South Expressway

Green Man+ allows an extended crossing
time for both the elderly and pedestrians with
disabilities.

Sustainability goes hand-in-hand with green
mobility.

Traffic flow on expressways, bus and train arrival
times, route planner — all these come from
smart systems that collect and disseminate the
information.

2 min
12 min

IT MEANS LOOKING
TOWARDS THE FUTURE.
There are no boundaries to how much smart
transport solutions can innovate.

IT MEANS A MODERN
F E E - C A L C U L AT I O N
SYSTEM.
In Singapore, distance-based fares are calculated
using complex computation algorithms that
allow transfers between public transportation
without incurring additional boarding charge.

DO YOU KNOW ?
As a resident in Gem Residences, you too can
easily be a part of Singapore’s push towards
a car-lite culture. With Braddell MRT only
400m away and many interlocking bus routes,
public transport is made even more convenient.
Gem Residences also features ample bicycle
parking spaces as well as an electric vehicle
charging station, and car rental access on
a first-come-first-served basis!
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BISHAN
MRT
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K ALLANG
PARK
CONNECTOR

WOODLEIGH
MRT

07
02

SHOWFLAT
(BESIDE
DR AGON
PLAYGROUND)

BR ADDELL
MRT

09
20 MINUTES
DRIVE TO
SHENTON WAY
VIA CTE

01

03
CALDECOTT
MRT

TOA PAYOH
BUS
INTERCHANGE
& MRT STATION
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18 MINUTES
DRIVE TO
CHANGI AIRPORT
VIA PIE

For Illustrative Purpose Only
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E VA L U AT I N G T O A P AY O H :
ISMAIL GAFOOR
Text by Xiangyun Lim • Photography by Rebecca Toh

has not been any new project launches in this area
and I think there may be a pent-up demand for HDB
upgraders who aspire to own a private property
of their own.
Moreover, being centrally located and populated with
a good mix of work and lifestyle options, it is a valued
town for investment as it can achieve a higher rental
yield compared to outlying areas.

Ismail Gafoor, Propnex, CEO

Although expatriates and overseas buyers are not
as forthcoming compared to 3-5 years ago due to
numerous rounds of cooling measures, we have seen
Permanent Residents and local HDB upgraders
entering the property market recently.

Ismail Gafoor, CEO of PropNex
International, projects a +/- 4%
rental yield for the upcoming
Gem Residences.

The facilities offered in Gem Residences will definitely
help to position it differently compared to other
investments. Not only can residents enjoy the classes
offered within the property, there is a full suite of
services and facilities that add value to the investment
with greater capital appreciation.

“Toa Payoh has consistently maintained itself as
a busy self-contained estate with comprehensive
amenities. It has drawn a good mix of residents,
including expatriates, to live here with the numerous
commercial and industrial developments. The town
has also become an increasingly popular place to live
in with its ability to meet the entertainment and
lifestyle needs of the residents.

Recent condo launches are already fetching $1,400 psf
to $1,700 psf despite being further away from town.
We think that $1,400 psf to $1,500 psf is a fair price
for a development in Toa Payoh. After all, location is
important for any investments to be feasible.

There is definitely a demand for private residential
units in Toa Payoh. For the past five years, there

MARKETING
YOUR PROPERTY
Location and price are usually the main
concerns. Proximity to train stations and
amenities makes a big difference as it saves on
time waiting for buses. Know your property’s
selling points and capitalise on them.

It must be kept in mind that with the current cooling
measures in place, it is unlikely that there will be shortterm increase in fetching prices. The investments must
be considered with a mid to long-term perspective.”

RENTING OUT
YOUR PROPE RT Y ?
H E R E ’ S W H AT T O
CONSIDER...

LIVING
AND WORKING
I N T O A PAY O H

THE BEST THINGS IN LIFE
AREN’T DIAMONDS
Gem Residences will change the way you live. You can now go to places in ways you couldn’t before. Or have the
world come to you with personal sourcing and delivery to your doorstep. With a dedicated taxi waiting bay and an
electric car charging station, you’ll be commuting greener without even realising it. Extraordinary convenience and
access is all at your fingertips — literally. Because here is where life is a cut above the rest.

R

esidents can find an excellent mix of
entertainment options like a branch library,
post office, eateries, sporting facilities like
a 3,500 seater Sports Stadium as well as the
Toa Payoh Swimming Complex, where national
swimmers train. There are also street football
courts, gym facilities and basketball courts as
well as the SAFRA clubhouse, located beside the
Toa Payoh Stadium. In addition, commercial and
industrial developments were built within the
town to provide residents with job opportunities
close to home.

Dear Gemma,
Just a reminder that the limo will be waiting at the airport
for your family at noon tomorrow. Our concierge will bring
them up when they reach the condo as requested — if they’d
like to head out before you get home, they can choose to drive
the Smove cars or book one of the Uber cars at the pods.

C

ommercially, Toa Payoh is home to
branches of ST Microelectronics, Royal
Philips Electronics, and the new headquarters
of Housing and Development Board. The new
HDB Hub comprises two wings, an atrium,
four commercial building blocks, leisure and
learning centre and a three-storey basement
parking lot, and also accommodates Singapore's
first fully air-conditioned Toa Payoh Bus
Interchange that integrates it with the existing
Toa Payoh MRT Station.

We’ll be happy to provide any recommendations for them too!

"With the ability to
rent a car from the
condo, I don't even
have to worry about
COE prices!"

TENANT’S
BACKGROUND
Personal vetting is highly recommended even
with an agent. A thorough background check
can protect you from future situations of nonpayment, police reports and even a fine for
harbouring an illegal. Ensure foreign tenants
have their papers. It’s always better to keep on
the safe side.

ON-DEMAND SUPER CAR RENTAL

EVERYTHING YOU NEED
FROM A LIMO TO THE NEXT
TRAVELLING DESTINATION*
• On-Demand Concierge Service
• Taxi Waiting Bay
• Electric Car Charging Point
• Bicycle Parking
• Car Rental Service

TAKE PHOTOGRAPHS
OF YOUR PROPERTY

THINK LIKE
A TENANT

KEEP
IN CONTACT

This is crucial, especially when there are
disputes over damaged property. Don’t ignore
more obscure areas, such under table tops and
even light fixtures. If you can, take photographs
on a regular basis.

Consider what can make it more attractive
to tenants if you're buying property as an
investment: dual-key rooms for privacy,
proximity to transport amenities, as well
as facilities and value-added services like
housekeeping and laundry pick-up.

It’s always better to be friendly with your tenant.
Drop by sometimes if you can for a casual visit,
to both catch up and do a quick check-in. It’s
better than rude discoveries that come too late.

• Family Lot
• Multi-Storey Car Park
• On-Demand Super Car Rental
TAXI WAITING BAY

ON-DEMAND HOUSEMOVING SERVICES

• On-Demand Taxi & Limo Booking
• 400m to Braddell MRT
• Matured Network of Bus Routes
• On-Demand Food Delivery
• On-Demand Housemoving Services
• On-Demand Travel Booking Services
• On-Demand Live Events Ticket Booking
• EZ-Link Enabled Resident's Pass
*Charges may apply for concierge requests and arrangements.
**Terms & conditions apply.
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R I D I N G T O WA R D S
G R E E NE R T R A NSP ORT

G R E E N R E N TA L
& CAR-SHARING

E L E C T R I C V E H I C L E S ( E Vs )

Text by Xiangyun Lim • Photography by Rebecca Toh

Don’t let the upfront cost scare you. The savings in the long term from
petrol can be tremendous, with a cost of approximately $600 yearly for
EVs compared to about $4000 for a regular car on average. Maintenance
costs will also decline as the only servicing needed would be for tire
rotation and brake fluid replacement.
EVs seem extra feasible in Singapore with its dense networks and small
land area. Currently the national daily distance average of 50km for
a regular passenger car is much lower than the EV manufacturers’
reported range of 120km-160km per charge. Still, it’ll take a while
before EVs catch on as the main mode of transport on both the nation
and social levels.

The electric car charging point in Gem Residences makes it easy for
any resident to keep the vehicle ready to roll.

BICYCLE S
pursuit that powers many of his everyday decisions and
even his career.

Witono Halim

For six years, Witono Halim, cycled every day to
school. The project officer at TUM Create still does
so regularly, with his furthest distance clocking in at
33km — a ride from his home to his previous office
in Nanyang Technological University (NTU).
“The initial aims were simple. To save money and
exercise, and to enjoy the freedom from public
transport,” he says. “Back in those school days, there
was a great sense of achievement that came from being
free of gasoline-powered cars. It feels empowering
when I look at the cars and think, ‘Hey! My legs can
do the same!’.”
In 2007, he devised a method to put a full-sized
700c road bike into a big bag to bring on the public
train. This was before foldable bicycles were allowed
on board. His passion for clean energy is a life-long
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“Transportation is also one of the biggest contributors
of greenhouse gases. The greenhouse gas carbon
dioxide levels today are 40% more than they were in
1750, and the carbon dioxide level in 1950 is higher
than the atmospheric samples contained in ice cores in
the last 650,000 years.”
Witono feels that the mass transport system in
Singapore is advanced and efficient as compared to
many other countries but remain lacking in various
ways. “I think the government and LTA have identified
the need for green transport but are very slow in
implementing measures. Hopefully, more support can
be provided to local startups looking to manufacture
electric vehicles, whether for full-sized cars or personal
mobility devices.”
Witono still commutes on his bicycle at least once a week:
22km to his office situated in the National University of
Singapore (NUS) compound or 15km to his army camp.
He is also part of the team behind EVA, the first electric
taxi to be designed and built in Singapore.

Usage is convenient and seamless — customers can use their registered
EZ-Link/CEPAS cards to unlock the cars — and there is no need to
return to the same pick up location. This makes it one of the most flexible
car-sharing schemes in the market.

With its partnership with Smove*, residents of the condo can enjoy
carefree and economical driving without committing to a car.
*Subject to changes.

S L O W T R AV E L

CENTR AL
URBAN
LOOP

“There is an urgent need to find alternative green
transportation solutions,” he says. “Transportation is
one of the biggest consumers for fossil fuel, and we will
use up this miracle black gold eventually. According to
Rob Hopkins, the ratio of energy extracting oil to the
oil we get back was 11:100. That was in 2009, and this
ratio was 11 times more than the ratio from almost 80
years ago.”
“No one has a clear answer to how many more years
this reserve will last. But when it runs out, everything
that runs on fuel such as automobiles, boats and planes
will cease,” he says.

Smove rents out hybrid Toyota Prius C cars on-demand for the convenience
of a car without actually having to buy one. The Singapore-based startup
was motivated by the desire to tap on resource-sharing for a greener and
more eco-friendly future. “Green transport is especially relevant for a small
city-state such as Singapore where the dense population and transport
networks exacerbate any potential problems of pollution,” Joseph Ting,
COO of Smove, says. “Efficient use of resources also make much more sense
as we have no natural resources of our own.”

Park Connector Network

Under Construction

S

ingapore’s Park Connector Network (PCN)
network hit 300km with the addition of
the 36-km Central Urban Loop (CUL), which
encompasses iconic HDB housing estates
including Bishan, Ang Mo Kio, Toa Payoh and
Whampoa. It also provides direct access to the
Eastern Coastal Loop and the North Eastern
Riverine Loop.
The trail begins at Toa Payoh Town Park and
ends at Punggol Park, and connects cyclists to
landmarks such as Gardens by the Bay, Marina
Bay Sands and the Singapore Flyer. Expansion of
the PCN will continue till it hits 360km by 2020.

There’s the traditional pedal-powered bicycles and there’s electric
bicycles. Foldable bicycles are currently allowed on public transport
while motorised bicycles remain illegal on roads. With a PCN that is
currently 300km long and still undergoing expansion, there’s certainly
more reason to look into cycling more in addition to the cardiovascular
and strength benefits.
Besides being a great way to connect with nature and to spend time with
loved ones, cycling is easy on the knees and an accessible activity for all
age groups. Tap onto websites and apps like Map My Ride to find trails
to explore, or like a true-blue Singaporean foodie, set the destination
where you can refuel with food.

The shift in perspective can reduce the need for multiple flights —
one transatlantic flight impacts carbon footprint the same way a typical
year’s worth of driving does, so collective awareness can help enormously.
Smaller actions, like bringing a reusable water bottle and turning lights
and heaters or air conditioners off when you leave the hotel room can
also add up. Consider accommodations that take effort to incorporate
sustainability and buy locally-produced food and products.

Gem Residences has a designated bicycle parking area equipped with
a water tap and an air pump to ease the regular maintenance of your
favourite bikes. A limited number of bicycles will also be available for rent.

Keen to try greener travel but unsure how to? The Gem Residences
concierge can plan one for you based on where you wish to go and
find the best deals for you.

DO YOU KNOW ?
Whether it’s on four wheels, two wheels or
even a plane, Gem Residences can provide
a solution for your needs. All you need to do
is to contact the concierge.

What is slow travel exactly? Similar to the slow food movement, it is
about focusing on the experience and taking more time to get to know
each place better. Say, visiting small towns around a main destination and
really getting to know the culture and people rather than zipping around
capital cities.
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THE FUTURE
OF MOBILITY

T H E J O Y O F S TAY I N G
CLOSE TO ALL

Text by Xiang yun Lim

The forecast for future mobility is green, but less so the outlook. We drive through everyday life in convenience, abiding traffic rules, but
miss the biggest blind spot: fuel supply will end. The importance of sustainable transportation is not to be ignored, especially for cities.
Transport burns the most petroleum and majorly affects urban living. The need for change is more than about the carbon footprint for
problems that arise from current transportation systems reach far and deep into society, agriculture, and even politics.

S TAT E O F T R A N S P O R T I N S I N G A P O R E
#1

#2

HORIZON HILLS GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB

360 KM
As of 2014, roads occupy 12% of Singapore’s total land area compared
to 14% for housing. The number of vehicles here in 2012 stood at
970,000 and is expected to hit a million by 2018.

#3

By 2030, Singapore’s total rail network will increase to about 360km
with the completion of new rail lines.

#4

Such is the distinctiveness of the Horizon Hills golf course.
With a superb balance of risks and rewards, skilled golfers can
attack holes on challenging fairways while amateur and young
golfers watch and learn.
Enjoy complimentary* golf at Asia’s Best Golf Development
(CNBC Property Awards 2015). Horizon Hills Golf & Country
Club is a short 30 minutes drive across the causeway.
*Terms and Conditions apply.
International community of buyers from UK, Denmark, South Africa, China, Japan, Hong Kong, South Korea, Australia & Singapore • Integrated residential and commercial township • 11 unique precincts

G R E E N T R AV E L
New Integrated Transport Hubs (ITHs) will be built in
11 towns in addition to the current seven.

#5

#6

In 2015, LTA set up an Active Mobility advisory panel to look into
establishing a clear set of rules and norms on using footpaths and cycling
paths. The report is expected to be ready in 2016.

According to Parliamentary Secretary for Transport Muhammad Faishal
Ibrahim, there are currently around 11,600 authorised motorised bicycles.

#7

#8

Under the $1.5 billion Sustainable Singapore Blueprint unveiled by
Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong in 2014, various measures to encourage
a car-lite nation will be rolled out in 15 years.

Page 14

In 2014, LTA issued a Request for Information (RFI) with plans to
introduce bicycle sharing pilot schemes in areas with completed or
soon-to-be completed cycling path networks.

Illustrated by Lee Chee Chew

Other goals in sustainable land planning includes decentralising
commercial centres to reduce the need to travel from home to work.
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