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“Congratulations on 140 years servicing our industry and 
community. One thing’s for sure, you have never changed in 
your continued commitment to provide a great service.

In our industry, it’s refreshing to deal with a partner who 
strives to understand our needs in such a personal manner. 
Keep attacking Geoff, Jamie and your team.”

Brett Neilson, BFN Developments

“Norm Brooker, who has sadly passed away, partnered 
only with companies who had the same values as him. He 
believed in putting back into the community and valued the 
fact that Dahlsens did too. Brooker Builders continues to 
share common values with Dahlsens, knowing that name is 
reputation.”  

Ross (son of Norm) & Michelle Brooker,  
Brooker Builders (one of Dahlsens’ longest standing accounts, 
50 years and continuing)

A letter from Jamie

Jamie Dahlsen 
General Manager, Dahlsens Building Centres

We look back on our  
140 years with 
pride and sentiment.

Welcome

Kind words from our  
valued customers

“Dahlsens have consistently provided our business with 
quality trade support. They deliver on product knowledge, 
customer service, reliability and value for money. We are 
proud to be customers of Dahlsens and congratulate you  
on your 140th year.

The Dahlsen locally owned family business is well known 
for its continued support and generosity for sporting and 
community groups and you should also be congratulated on 
this achievement.”

Robert Soulsby, CM & HM Banks Pty Ltd

Family members with a delivery

Bairnsdale store, 1917

It is with much pride that I lead today’s Dahlsens 
team. While we don’t choose the family we are born 
into, I do choose to work in the family business.

Growing up in Bairnsdale where the business began, my life 
has always been connected to the company. My father Bill was 
employed from 1956 in many roles, concluding 50 years later in 
the role of Managing Director. I observed the operations of the 
business as a youngster counting sticks of pine in the shed and 
watched as the company evolved under the leadership of my 
Father and Uncles Bryan, Derek and John. There was always 
a love and passion for East Gippsland – for the land, the lakes, 
the building trade and our employees. The family was active in 
giving back to the communities in which we did business.

When my great great grandfather, John Christian Dahlsen 
arrived in Australia in 1862 he was a 22 year old Dane 
amidst a ship of mostly single British men. He had nothing 
to his name and barely a word of English. We can’t be sure 
what brought him to Victoria at such a young age, but surely 
adventure and gold was top of the list. We do know that it 
must have taken courage and ambition to leave his family 
and venture this far from home.

Over the years, I have been involved in the opening and 
closing of stores as opportunities have presented themselves 
and conditions have changed. But today, as Australia’s 
largest independent hardware retailer focused firmly on the 
Builder, Dahlsens and our subsidiaries Cairns Hardware  
(Far North Queensland), Midcoast Timber (Sydney) and 
Nortruss (Northern Territory and Broome), are well placed to 
compete strongly, long into the future.

My uncle, John Dahlsen is our Chairman and leader. 
Together with my cousin and CEO Geoff Dahlsen (John’s 
son), committed Executives, Board of Directors (former MD 
Bill Dahlsen, Geoff Dahlsen, Cairns Hardware GM Peter 
Geard, former CFO NAB Peter McKinnon, former Dean of 
Melbourne Business School Jenny George and myself) and 
the amazing 550 employees who work in Dahlsens stores 
(1000 across all businesses), we have a committed group of 
people driving the company ahead.

Certainly, the dedication and loyalty of our staff is our 
strength. It is with much pride and respect that I regularly 
present service awards to longstanding employees across 
the company. Their hard work and passion to do a good  

job for you provides you, our customers, with experience 
and understanding of your needs. 

I am excited by our future. We exist to provide choice to the 
market. And while we look back on our 140 years with pride 
and sentiment, we will not rest on our laurels. It is part of 
the family DNA to constantly look to evolve, grow and adapt 
to change. 

Builders are our bread and butter. We love helping you create 
homes. Through the peaks and troughs of the Australian 
economy, through product innovation and change, we have 
listened to what you need and worked hard to deliver.

Thank you for relying on us to support you. We look forward 
to helping you for a very long time to come.

“140 years has been a great journey for my family. We 
have enjoyed success in many activities and helping 
builders has always been our core activity. I am proud 
to say in some markets, we have been dealing with 
the same builders over multiple generations. The bond 
and mutual respect we share with our customers is 
something to be proud of.” 

John Dahlsen, Chairman

“Our role is to help the builder succeed, long into the 
future. We know that relationships can last a lifetime.  
We expect our staff to conduct their business honestly 
and with integrity. This may make it hard to compete with 
others who don’t play fair. But, it is my name up there. 
There are five generations of my family to respect.” 

Geoff Dahlsen, CEO

L-R: Jamie Dahlsen, John Dahlsen, Geoff Dahlsen
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Back in 1877, then building contractor John Christian Dahlsen 
used windfall returns from a gold find to build a new home. 
Finding he had surplus timber, he opened the Carron Timber 
Yards in Bairnsdale, Gippsland, Victoria. 

As the years progressed, J C Dahlsen’s belief in the East 
Gippsland region’s future was strong and he was unshakeable 
in driving business pursuits including timber merchandising, 
saw milling, a half a century of shipping, motor car retailing, 
tourism, hospitality, fishing, contract home building and a 
2-acre sized department store in Bairnsdale.

These endeavours were built on entrepreneurship and 
goodwill for the local community they engaged. The reputation 
of Dahlsens was widely respected and without doubt helped 
to shape the region’s economic development and prosperity. 

With 100 years of experience under its belt, Dahlsens began 
its expansion into other regional communities in 1974,  
opening its first store outside of Bairnsdale, in Sale. As the 
years went on, Dahlsens strategically acquired businesses 
they could add value to, learning from the businesses  
before them and building their network across the State and 
into southern New South Wales. While some stores were  
sold along the way, most remain: 

The acquisition of subsidiaries Cairns Hardware in 2006, 
Nortruss in 2008 and Midcoast in 2014 has enabled Dahlsens 
to learn from other business models and markets as well as 
gain buying power across the group. 

Over the 140 years, it has taken more than luck to ensure  
that Dahlsens has remained family owned and operated 
across its multiple locations. At the core of its success is  
the family’s commitment to care for its employees and 
customers, to nurture relationships with the communities it 
exists in, to foster an honest, hard working culture and to 
ensure financial stability. 

When you meet a Dahlsen, it’s fair to say you’ll pretty quickly discover they love a 
good yarn, as long as it’s not about themselves. But truth be known, theirs make for 
a pretty incredible story of which Dahlsens customers and employees continue to 
strongly support 140 years after their Australian beginnings. 

1980 Wagga

1984 Kerang & Swan Hill

1985 Deniliquin

1986 Lakes Entrance

1989 Echuca, Mildura

1994 Ballarat

1994 Lakes Entrance Trade

2001 Traralgon, Bairnsdale 
  Truss & Frame, 
  Bairnsdale re-developed 
  at Dalmahoy Street

2002 Traralgon Truss &  
  Frame

2007 Cranbourne

2008 Myrtleford

2009 Laverton, Kilsyth

2011 Craigieburn  
  Truss & Frame

2015 Pakenham

2016 Warragul & Sale 
  (re-opened)

There has been a Dahlsen family member employed by the 
family business, leading the charge since the company’s 
inception. With the Dahlsen name on the door, doing business 
with honesty, compassion and respect has been actively 
encouraged. It’s not all about sales either. Doing business 
whilst sharing a laugh with long-standing customers has been 
a common theme.

Each new generation of the Dahlsen family have honoured 
those before them, to maintain the values that have shaped 
the business, whilst evolving the company to add value to 
today’s builders.

Over time, there have been an estimated 8,000 employees  
at Dahlsens. Many of these employees have borne the 
Dahlsen name, and many more wear the Dahlsen name on 
their uniform with equal pride. 

It’s not uncommon for employees to be one of many 
generations in their own families to have worked for Dahlsens 
over the years. Many employees have followed in the 
footsteps of a father or brother; starting out saving for their 
first car by working stock take in the school holidays,  
re-joining when they finished school, moving up the ranks, 
coming and going as they raised their own families, and  
the cycle starts again.

“Working for Dahlsens was like leaving one home in the 
morning and spending it with another in the day.”

John Fraser, former Manager 1955-1986, Bairnsdale

“The Dahlsen family have our backs. Our staff know that  
the decisions we make to help the customer will be 
supported. That means we can make promises we can 
keep. Our word is our word.”

Michael Mann, Operations Manager 1991-Today, Bairnsdale 

“The Dahlsen family go out of their way to help their 
employees and customers do well, professionally 
and personally.”

Cam Green, Trade Manager 2004-Today, Warragul

“I like knowing the people I work for. There is a care factor. 
Geoff and Jamie Dahlsen know us. When they come into  
the store, we aren’t just a number.”

Kirsty Stuckey, Brand Clerk 2001-Today, Traralgon

“I can come to work, get the job done and be able  
to have fun.”

Helen Gregory, Customer Service 1995-Today, Pakenham

“I have always enjoyed the Dahlsens family values; for me, 
they care about their employees and customers.  
We attract good people who give good service. These 
people stay with us long term and our customers can rely  
on us knowing what they want.”

Paul Fraser, Manager 1992-Today, Mildura

“The Dahlsens have an honest, genuine desire to  
contribute to community. They do so without wanting 
recognition. In fact, much of what they’ve done,  
people don’t even know about.”

Stephen Mann, former Finance Manager 1966-Today, Bairnsdale 

Dahlsen family business leaders:

1st Generation: J C Dahlsen

2nd Generation: Percy B Dahlsen

3rd Generation:  Keith & Ron Dahlsen

4th Generation:  Bryan, Derek, Bill & John Dahlsen

5th Generation:  Geoff Dahlsen, Jamie Dahlsen
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Jimmy cartoon (1/2 pg)

Partner Suppliers

UNITEX®

FOR (GREAT) SERVICE RENDERED
Some suppliers do it well. They understand their customers. 
They pride themselves in producing a great product  
and stand by its performance. They have great people and 
therefore great customer empathy and service. Dahlsens 
takes great pride in associating itself with such suppliers and 
taking their products to its customers with full confidence.

Unitex® is one such supplier: great product, solid warranty 
and passionate people. Based in Dandenong South, Unitex®  
is a manufacturer of a wide range of cladding and decorative 
products suitable for both residential and more complex 
architectural projects. 

Unitex® started trading in 1983 when two expert, solid 
plasterers joined forces with an experienced, industrial 
polymer chemist. From the beginning, Unitex® have had 
a strong technology base, yet at the same time, a very 
practical focus. This supports the Unitex® brand’s platform 
of ‘innovation’ and ‘service’. The two directors of Unitex®, 
Andrew Concannon and Tony Guibiani, continue to  
guide Unitex® to be Australia’s premier cladding and  
coatings company.

The best selling Unitex® system is Base Board cladding.  
This is a total cladding solution, with every component made 
in-house to exacting standards. Whilst cheaper foreign 

cladding competitors end up in court with buildings that 
catch fire or fall apart, Unitex® Base Board has stood the  
test of time!

Last year, Unitex® came to an agreement with Dahlsens to 
distribute its products throughout Victoria. With Dahlsens’ 
total service coverage across Victoria and Southern NSW 
and its owner/operator structure (Dahlsens stores are 
not franchises) Unitex® is able to more easily manage 
the distribution of its products throughout the state. The 
partnership is going from strength to strength. Like Dahlsens, 
Unitex® puts the utmost value on customer relationships.  
Continuous feedback from its loyal base of trades allows 
Unitex® to evolve and hence provide the very best products 
possible.  And because Unitex® manufactures all of its 
products in-house in Australia, customers have peace of 
mind, knowing the products are safe and fit for purpose. 

If you have a project requiring a rendered finish or 
architectural mouldings and columns, please talk to 
Dahlsens.

Accreditations: When specifying accredited systems under CodeMark, BAL 29, and BAL 40 the Specifier is fully protected as the Unitex® Baseboard 
System is deemed to satisfy all requirements of the Building Code of Australia (BCA/NCC). Unitex® is proud to be fully accredited by the following 
professional building industry regulators:  BRAC – Certificate no. V11/03 Non-cavity System (system document review).  BRANZ – No. 758 (2011) Cavity 
System (full system full wall laboratory testing).  CodeMark – SAIG-CM20026. Certificate no. CM20026 Cavity System (full system full wall laboratory 
testing; full manufacturing process & procedures; quality audits).  BAL 29 and BAL 40.

“We tackle the day’s challenges with a strong sense of mateship  
and teamwork. We’re always looking for ways to better service the 
needs of our customers.”

Ron Marsden, Quotes/Price File Admin 1987-Today, Kilsyth

“Within each of our respective areas of the business, we,  
as individuals, carry the responsibility. Dahlsens has a  
recognised trade focus which is a strong point of difference  
to the corporate alternatives.”

Ted Ackland, Manager 2008-Today (2 year gap), Echuca 

“The family company has strong values to achieve and make  
a difference in the industry and in our town.  I am proud to be  
part of the team.”

Bruce Manning, Manager 1989-Today, Myrtleford

“I enjoy working in a business big enough to be competitive, but 
small enough to retain a personal connection with our customers.  
Our people are great. We know when it’s time to knuckle down to do 
the hard work and also when it’s time to have a laugh together.”

Daniel Slattery, Account Manager 2013-Today, Laverton  
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Product Highlight

GOOD
 CLADDING

While bricks remain the primary 
cladding product in the market, 
innovation in materials means 
that builders now have more 
choice in cladding than ever. 

We take a look at the best 
products in the market to give 
your next build the right finish.

Any builder will tell you that bricklaying can be a tediously slow process – a problem 
only exacerbated by the current shortage of brickie labourers. To keep their sites 
ticking along, builders are looking to low maintenance weatherboards made of fibre 
cement, fully certified rendered finishes or interlocking cladding boards made of 
coloured plastic composites for exterior walls.  

While cladding may require further treatment such as rendering or painting, the benefits 
of composite (lightweight) cladding far outweigh those of bricks.

However not all cladding is alike. And it is essential that cladding systems are 
accredited. Recently, too many dubious cladding products have been imported and 
installed on buildings in Australia in search of cost saving and without much regard 
to public safety. The latest incident of this made national news, when the external 
cladding of the 23-storey Lacrosse Building in the Docklands in Melbourne caught fire. 
This is a very serious example of un-accredited cladding putting safety at risk.

A system accreditation means that the company producing and selling that system is 
independently tested and thoroughly audited along with each product that is included 
in the system. This also ensures quality control procedures are in place and that the 
system stands up to the company claims.

In Victoria the leading manufacturers of non-brick wall cladding systems are James 
Hardie, Unitex, Weathertex and Hebel.

James Hardie continues to innovate. The fibre cement 
product manufacturer provides a complete solution for 
creating well-designed homes. The products are used 
extensively in new residential construction, alterations and 
additions as well as a variety of commercial applications. 

The product range suits a variety of architectural styles, 
from classic and traditional to ultra-modern and 
contemporary designs. There are numerous profiles and 
finishes available for a range of interior and exterior building 
applications. The products work well on their own or in unison 
with one another, or in combination with other materials.

Benefits of James Hardie fibre reinforced 
cement products:

• Will not burn

• Resistant to moisture, termite damage, rotting and warping

• Impact resistant, low maintenance and highly durable

James Hardie’s Scyon™ range of advanced cement 
composite products also exhibit low density qualities 
making them easier to handle and install.

Unitex® James Hardie
Established in 1983, Unitex® is Australia’s premier 
cladding and coating company with an ever-increasing 
range of base board, renders, textures, mouldings and 
decorative columns. Unitex® has always been about 
quality cladding systems. The best-selling Unitex system 
is Base Board cladding; it is a total cladding solution, 
with every component made in-house to exacting 
standards. Unitex’s Base Board cladding systems are 
amongst the most highly accredited EIFS* cladding 
systems available in Australia. 

“Unitex provides a completed cladding system that 
is high quality and easy to use. With the systems and 
warranty provided, I have security in my builds.”
Matt Young, Young Guns Builders, Customer of Dahlsens

“I like to use Unitex products because they have a 
large range of finishes, suitable for every project.”
Mark Keenan, Unitex Applicator

“Unitex is proud to partner with Dahlsens and  
provide our product to customers who haven’t  
easily accessed our range before.” 
Luke Molloy, Unitex National Sales Manager

Project by: Matt Young, Young Guns Builders (Echuca). Unitex 
products used: Base Board Cladding, Render, and Unitex Tanami 
polished finish (concrete look)

*Exterior insulation and finish system

Brad Chesterfield of BFC (Melbourne), is completing a double 
storey house, fully wrapped in Scyon Linea weatherboards.

“Compared to timber weatherboards, there are no knots 
or defects, so less waste. Painters also like it. Scyon Linea 
does not shrink so unpainted areas over time don’t show.”
Brad Chesterfield, BFC, Melbourne, Customer of Dahlsens

“Research shows 33% of home owners say “the look” 
of the home is the single most important factor when 
choosing a builder. The external façade plays a big part. 
We are finding builders who offer a wide range of looks 
and budgets are having the most success attracting the 
new aesthetically driven consumer.”
Steve Pisani, National Builder Manager, James Hardie
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Hebel is Australia’s leading manufacturer of autoclaved 
aerated concrete (AAC). Backed by CSR, Hebel is a strong 
yet relatively lightweight building product that is available 
in panels or blocks. Hebel panels contain anti-corrosion 
steel reinforcement for added strength and are available in 
a range of lengths for applications including walls, floors 
and external cladding in all construction types from houses, 
apartments, commercial buildings to civil applications.

One standard Hebel panel is the equivalent of 75 
traditional bricks, which means a 150m2 home can  
go up as quickly as within 3 days when installed by 
experienced Hebel installers.”
Ivan Van Der Wert, CSR Hebel

Environmental 
Impact and  
Clean-Up

Trowelability

Coverage

Tack-free and 
Walk on time

Technology

- Solvent free
- May cause skin and 
 respiratory irritation
- Leaves black residue 
 on skin

- Easy to apply

- 1.3m2 per litre

- 4 hrs @ 23OC
- 8-10 hours  
 (light traffic)

- Solvent and isocyanate free
- Non-Hazardous according 
 to GHS criteria
- Very easy clean-up

- Easy to apply and able to 
 retain stable pointed peaks 
 when using a 6mm  
 peak trowel

Bond 
Strength

- Excellent bond  
 strength when  
 bonding timber  
 to concrete

- Excellent bond  
 strength when  
 bonding timber  
 to concrete

- 1.3m2 per litre

- 60-80 mins @ 23OC 
 (4hrs Repositionable Time)
- 4-6 hours  
 (light traffic)

Polyurethane Unique Hybrid Polymer

H H H H H H H

TIMBER FLOORING  
ADHESIVES

GLUE TALK

For a great looking timber floor installation that is both safe 
and easy to install, selecting the right tools and materials 
makes a difference. When it comes to timber flooring adhesive, 
Polyurethane (PU), the basis of popular products such as 
Bostik’s UltraSet SF, has been the ‘go-to glue’ for many years. 

Today, companies are developing alternative formulae such as 
‘hybrid polymers’, often referred to as ‘MS’. H.B. Fuller is one 
of those companies; with their product FloorBond XMS being 
manufactured in Australia. 

FloorBond XMS by H.B. Fuller is a unique hybrid polymer 
timber flooring adhesive designed specifically for Australian 
timbers and conditions. Produced in a colour that has been 
specifically matched to blend with popular timber floors in 
the Australian market, FloorBond XMS is designed to retain 
application peaks when trowel applied, ensuring good contact 
and maximum adhesion of timber floorboards to subfloor. 

FloorBond XMS is suitable for indoor bonding of all types of 
timber floors to typical porous substrates such as concrete, 
fibre cement sheeting, plywood, particle board and MDF. 
FloorBond XMS also develops strong bonds to non-porous 
substrates such as many types of rubber matting.  
Used under timber flooring to boost acoustic performance.  
It is also suitable for floors with underfloor heating.  

To make the application process easier,  
FloorBond XMS features a long open time  
of 60 minutes, allowing longer work times  
before the product skins. If the lid and foil  
top liner is replaced securely, FloorBond  
XMS in a pail can be re-used for up to  
6 weeks after being opened.

Why make the switch from Polyurethane? 

If you’re not already on  
board, start saving today  
with FloorBond XMSFor further information regarding these cladding solutions, please talk to Dahlsens

15 X Sausages per box ($60 RRP Value). 

When comparing both Bostik UltraSet SF 
and H.B. Fuller FloorBond XMS, it has been 
found that both offer good bond strength and 
flexibility. However, H.B. Fuller’s FloorBond XMS 
provides the advantage with superior trowelability, 
environmental and personal health benefits and 
cost savings. 

GOOD CLADDING

Weathertex Hebel
Weathertex is a specialist cladding manufacturer, with 
history dating back to 1939. Weathertex is a 100% 
Australian owned company offering a wide range of  
high quality timber cladding weatherboards and 
architectural panels like the Weathergroove. All products 
are manufactured in Heatherbrae, Newcastle, NSW.

Weathertex products are made of real wood; they 
use PEFC certified state forest or private hardwoods 
from controlled sources. The logs are chipped, pulped 
and pressed with 3% natural wax to make timber wall 
panelling products that are completely natural with no 
chemical additives.

“We are the only company worldwide to be given a 
platinum rating from Green Tag. We are the winner of 
the Trusted Brands of the 2016 Architecture & Design 
review. Besides being soft on the environment and 
trustworthy in design, we stand by our product’s 
performance in the field with up to 25 years warranty 
against rotting, cracking and splitting.”
Gavin Wilson, Regional Sales Manager, Weathertex

Unitex James Hardie Weathertex Hebel

Pros Great for thermal insulation
Fast to install, usually by the 
carpenter

Fast to install, usually by  
the carpenter

Excellent acoustic 
performance

Light weight, hence  
fast to install especially  
for upper storey

Easy to design with, especially 
facades

Easy to design with,  
especially facades

Fire resistant, especially suited 
for fire-rated applications

Full system accreditation. 
Codemark.

Resistant to moisture,  
rotting and warping

Eco-friendly  
(made of wood)

Quick to install

Impact resistant and low in 
maintenance

Cons Requires a wet trade 
(renderer)

Most products require further 
treatment e.g. painting

May be subject to  
‘movement’

Panels not exactly light weight 
(largest panel up to 138 kg)

Usually requires a wet trade 
for coating

Dahlsens only brings you the best building materials available in the market. Here we take the liberty to offer our impartial commentary on the 4 cladding 
systems based on what we know of the products.

BONUS 4MM 

V-NOTCH 

TROWEL WITH 

EVERY  

16KG PAIL

$25 RRP value Until 31st May or until stocks last

BONUS Fuller Sausage Gun 
with Every Box!
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CodeSafe is an innovative smartphone app that simplifies 
workplace safety processes, improves compliance and bridges 
the gap between the office and work site. It has the power 
to give you more control of your OH&S risks, while improving 
quality outcomes. And it is a multiple award winner, including  
WorkSafe Victoria ‘Health and Safety Invention of the Year’ 2013. 

When first introduced to CodeSafe, Dahlsens immediately saw 
the benefit to builders. True to our motto of simplifying and 
improving our builders’ processes, we decided to promote 
CodeSafe (and not profit from the collaboration). We believe  
that every builder should consider ways to make their site  
safer and this starts with better engagement of trades to site 
safety procedures.

We asked David Broadhurst, the founder of CodeSafe,  
how he went from an employee on a building site to a  
founder of CodeSafe.

“I founded CodeSafe in order to reduce occupational injuries,” 
David tells us. “As paperwork wasn’t working, we needed to 
look to technology to help reduce the risks of injury on site. And 
I knew the importance: I hurt myself a few years ago trying to 
lift a manhole cover and was bed-ridden for 6 months. I was in 
pain and unable to earn a living. It was the strongest possible 
motivation to do something about it.”

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This ‘something’ was changing the way the office communicates 
to frontline workers. “We came up with a proposed solution, 
which was evaluated by RMIT and came up as favourable. Then 
we partnered with Revelation Software Concepts to develop the 
software which is today recognised by WorkSafe Victoria as one 
solution to reducing onsite injuries.” 

So how does it work and what areas of a builder’s organisation 
could it positively impact? 

“First up, the QINCodeSafe app is easily downloadable to 
your smartphone, both Android and iOS,” says David. “We 
call it ‘right here, right now’ visual communication: it’s mobile 
access to information when and where you need it. That means 
documents, pictures, text and even video for a specific piece 
of equipment, location or procedure is delivered direct to your 
smartphone instantly and on demand.”

Assisting a builder to meet site safety compliance,  
CodeSafe can:

• Provide quick and simple electronic inductions of workers  
 to site through our SmartForm technology

• Provide the proof that workers or contractors are aware  
 of and are engaging with required processes

• Help to minimise paperwork by making it easy to input  
 or access information 

• Deliver content to workers in an engaging way (watching 
 a video is far easier than reading text, and not every trade  
 on your site is literate or understands written English)

• Provide photo evidence within a form of how work was 
 completed to meet compliance, saving re-work costs and 
 increasing profitability

• Provide plant checklists that report real time back to the 
 office and to site supervisors

INNOVATION INNOVATION

CODESAFE
BRIDGING THE GAP  
BETWEEN OFFICE  
AND WORK SITE

AN ALTERNATIVE TO  
SUB-FLOOR BRICK PIERS  
Originating in Sydney, in 1991, Spantec conceptualised and started manufacturing adjustable steel piers 
to be used under sub-floors. Spantec are now the leaders in steel flooring systems in Australia, manufacturing and 
designing flooring components, as well as developing software to help builders engineer plans for the best flooring 
solution available to them.

True adjustability:  
Turn a nut, no need to remove bolts or tek screws                                                                                                                                         

Safe perimeter:  
Flush finish, no protruding components 

Clear termite inspection point:  
Easy to inspect, no interference with cladding 

Base plate protector:  
5 mm thick increases protection from  
ponding of water 

Affordable flexibility & convenience:  
The range suits standard post sizes to handle most 
residential loads of up to 5m heights

Protection: 
Flexibility of choice of posts when higher protection 
is needed for coastal areas

Non-combustible: For bushfire prone areas 

EZIPIER STEEL PIER

   EZIPIER BENEFITS      

Talk to Dahlsens to arrange  
a take off and quote.

No matter what type of bearers and joists you’re using; LVL’s, hardwood, steel RHS or “C” 
sections, there is an adjustable steel pier head to suit your job

BENEFITS OF USING EZIBRACE

Cut installation time in half:  
Quick to install. In high wind applications, 
adapt to achieve a higher capacity so you 
need fewer bracing bays to resist wind loads

High lateral bracing capacity:  
Ezipier paddle and joiner allows for a  
larger number of screws if required by  
your engineer

Minimal wastage:  
Use the Ezibrace joiner to utilise  
small offcuts of SHS bracing tube  
without losing capacity 

Sloping sites:  
This is a cross bracing system  
that allows for bracing posts of  
different heightsIf you are interested to find out more about 

CodeSafe, please email enquiries@dahlsens.
com.au and we’ll arrange a no-obligation 
meeting with CodeSafe. You are also welcome 
to contact CodeSafe directly on 1300 475 557. 
Check them out at: codesafe.com.au

Empower organisations  
to refresh their  
culture around workplace 
procedures
David Broadhurst,  
Founder of CodeSafe Solutions
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After an extensive search, Dahlsens is delighted to have 
found and relocated to brand new premises at 55 Dobney 
Avenue, Wagga Wagga. Boasting 3500sqm, three lane 
undercover drive through, all-year-round protected stock and 
easy customer access, the site has been a long time coming 
according to General Manager, Jamie Dahlsen.

“We had been on the original site for over 40 years, but for 15 
years, we have looked for an appropriate site to relocate our trade 
store and truss and frame manufacturing business to,” Jamie said.

“We are very confident that investing in the new store will 
further bolster our service offer in Wagga,”

The combination of experience from longstanding employees, 
the extensive new store upgrade and the increased service 
efficiencies that it has generated, means that Dahlsens is 
planning to attract more business and grow market share. It 
will mean new and continued long standing relationships with 
builders in the region, as Dahlsens evolves.

Partner Suppliers News

GEAR UP WITH 
JAMES HARDIE
Winners of the James Hardie  
Gear Up Promotion get up-to-speed  
at the Clipsal 500.

Pictured right, top left, Jamie Wilkinson and Supercar driver.  
Top right, Damien Bingham. Below, the winners and James Hardie crew 
enjoying the day.  

SH RKS 
TOOTH
BUGLE BATTEN

Engineering Quality
Manufactured to suit the harsh Australian & 
New Zealand construction environments.

Tested to strict quality standards in 
Bremick’s accredited laboratory. 

A REVOLUTION IN 
CORROSION & DRILLING 
PERFORMANCE

Not suitable for use with hardwoods.

  
 

 

 
 

 

 

SHARP T17 TIP 
starts faster with no 

need to pre drill

SWARF CHANNEL
allows debris to escape

B8 protection offers you 8x HARDER 
COATING, providing 30% FASTER DRILL 

TIMES and LASTS 4x LONGER!

Serrated twin thread for 
FASTER DRILLING

 

REVOLUTION

COATING
B8

DRILLS FASTER, 
QUICKER & 
SMOOTHER!
Try it, we guarantee you’ll love it!

For more information about Bremick products call Dahlsens

WHAT’S ON AUTUMN/WINTER 2017

The Brazil Soccer Tour 
9th & 13th June – MCG

The Chevrolet Brazil tour comes to 
Melbourne for two blockbusters. Brazil 
take on Argentina (9/6) and then the 
Caltex Socceroos (13/6). The Brazilian 
players will be battling against some 
of the best soccer talent in the world 
including our own Mile Jedinak, Tim 
Cahill and Aaron Mooy. A genuine 
winter warmer!

Disney’s Aladdin: The Musical 
April-July – Her Majesty’s  
Theatre, Melbourne

From the producers of The Lion 
King and Mary Poppins in Australia, 
this show will be one of the largest 
productions mounted in Australia, 
boasting a cast of 37 with 337 
costumes featuring 500,000 
Swarovski crystals, and 30 tonnes of 
exotic “flying” scenery.

Elvis: The Wonder of You 
8, 9 & 10 June –  
Margaret Court Arena, Melbourne

This concert spectacular, The Wonder  
Of You, will feature the most 
recognizable voice of all time – Elvis  
in playback on a big screen – with a 
full symphony orchestra live on  
stage performing Elvis’s most  
well-known rock n’ roll songs and his 
many heart-wrenching ballads.

Queen: It’s Kinda Magic! 
3th & 4th August  
Athenaeum Theatre, Melbourne

Featuring Giles Taylor as Freddie 
Mercury, Queen - It’s a Kinda Magic, 
delivers the passion and excitement 
of Freddie Mercury, the amazing 
guitar solos of Brian May and all 
those unbelievable harmonies from 
the whole band, taking delighted 
audiences back in time.

ticketek.com.au ticketek.com.au

ticketek.com.au itsakindamagic.com

Albury Builder, Jamie Wilkinson and Echuca’s Bourke Builders’ 
Damien Bingham enjoyed a 3-day, action packed motor sports 
experience at the Adelaide Clipsal 500 in March. 

The boys got a behind-the-wheel drive, accompanied by a 
Supercar driver, at the Adelaide International Raceway.  
They reached speeds of up to 280km per hour. What an 
adrenaline rush! 

The Clipsal 500 race on the Sunday  
had the crowd mesmerised  
with Shane Van Gisbergen taking out  
pole position. 

A great weekend was enjoyed by all.

DAHLSENS MOVES TO PURPOSE- 
BUILT STORE IN WAGGA WAGGA
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Dahlsens supply a range of Fire Rated Wall Solutions to satisfy the BCA’s Provisions for  
internal walls and shafts, external walls close to boundary properties and floor and roofs  
in multi-residential construction. 

FIRE RATED WALL SOLUTIONS

NOT ALL GALVANISED STEEL 
LINTELS ARE GALINTEL®

INNOVATION

NEWS

CSR Gyprock  
Shaft Liner Panel

James Hardie HardieSmart™  
2.0 Wall Systems

The Shaft Liner Panel is a core component in  
CSR Gyprock’s Strata Wall, Party Wall and Shaft 
Wall systems. Predominantly specified for the 
internal barrier lining within Gyprock fire and/or 
acoustic wall and ceiling systems, the Shaft Liner 
Panel is manufactured in Australia to Australian 
Standard AS2588.

Features:
Glass fibre reinforced

• Heavy duty face paper – buff colour

• 25mm thick panel, in sheet size 3000x600mm

• Weighs 19.8kg/m2

When used in a system, Gyprock Shaft  
Liner Panel contributes to

• Acoustic performance

• Fire resistance

Typical applications

• Shaft walls, high rise intertenancy walls & 
 Low rise party walls

Benefits:

• Space Saving – no need for brick or block

• Saves time & money - no brickies required -  
 chippies can install!

The upgrades to HardieSmart™ Boundary, Intertenancy and 
ZERO LOT™ systems allow for increased install efficiencies, saving 
you time and money in the build process.

Intertenancy:
For semi-detached construction

• Quicker installation – save time in build cycle

• More compact – increase useable livable space

• Two products – consists of only 9mm villaboard lining and 
 HardieFire batt in each frame  –  simple to use

Boundary Wall:
Perfect for standard and retro-fit construction

• Quicker installation – save time in build cycle

• More compact than brick veneer – increase useable 
 liveable space

• Design flexibility – Different looks achieved with any Scyon product

Zero lot wall:
For fully-detached construction

• Control build sequence by building each dwelling 
 independent of the next – gain cash flow 

• More compact – For every 10 metres of wall, get back 
 2.45m2 living space – increase useable liveable space

• Built form choice – Installation of components done during build

Boundary Wall System
Perfect for standard and
retro-fit construction

Intertenancy Wall System
For semi-detached
construction

Zero Lot Wall System
For fully-detached
construction

Blade Wall System
Ideal for cantilevering
balconies

In recent times, the building industry has seen an  
increase in imported steel products that lack compliance 
and conformity to current Australian Standards.

In particular there has been an influx of galvanised steel 
lintels that don’t meet the specifications for steel  
grading and coating thickness set by the Building Code  
of Australia (BCA).

Manufactured in Australia for over 30 years, Galintel® 
work extensively with industry stakeholders to develop 
their lintels. Importantly, all of their products undergo 
independent testing and appraisal ensuring they comply 
with the requirements of the Building Code of Australia 
and relevant Australian Standards. 

Galintel® have built a reputation for innovation and 
excellence, manufacturing lintels that are smarter, stronger, 
more durable and ultimately safer. This is why Galintel® is 
Australia’s leading brand of high quality galvanised steel 
lintels, and why Dahlsens are proud to stock their products. 

A range of Galintel® lintels are available through Dahlsens 
including Angles, Flats and T-Bars as well as a specialty 
range including Cavi-T-Bar™, J-Bar™ and Rendabar® Angle.

All Galintel® products are backed by a 25 year 
product warranty.

Fact:

Speak to Dahlsens for more information on the range of Galintel® products available

For more information about Ramset products call Dahlsens
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In 1945 a group of small builders in Melbourne came 
together to discuss the issues impacting the home building 
industry of the day. Recognising the lack of an organisation 
to represent and fight for their interests, this congregation 
subsequently agreed to form such a body, a vision which 
ultimately became the HIA. These builders agreed to form 
an association to ‘oppose nationalisation and control’ 
of industry that would be known in its early days, as the 
Builders and Allied Trades Association (BATA).

Since 1948, BATA have been providing a range of services 
to members and helping to lift the standard and reputation of 
the industry. The introduction of a standard contract between 
builders and home buyers was implemented and quickly 
became the accepted form across the state. BATA also 
created discounted insurance services primarily created with 
builders interests in mind. 

To keep all its members up to date with the latest industry 
news, a monthly publication was started. This was to ensure 
all involved were aware of issues impacting builders, new 
products, changes in legislation and other vital updates. 

In the early 1950’s, in the face of a decline in building activity 
due to a credit squeeze, BATA used its growing influence 
to successfully argue for a wind down of the influence of 
government control on home building.

A further shortage of credit in 1960 saw the organisation 
make the forward looking decision to establish the Building 
Industry Committee for Long Term, Low Deposit Housing 
Finance which was to be the genesis of today’s highly 
regarded HIA Economics Group in Canberra. 

The first project tackled by the Committee was to gain a 
more in-depth understanding of the frustrations suffered by 

new home buyers and the deposit gap. After conducting a 
survey the final published report resulted in a shift in lending 
practices from the major finance institutions.

When Prime Minister Sir Robert Menzies commented that 
BATA would need national coverage if it was to be able 
to engage on national issues such as access to credit, 
the leadership resolved to form a national organisation. 
Consequently the Housing industry Association (HIA) was 
born.  The first historic meeting of the directors of the 
association was held in June 1965.

A major battleground during the 1970’s revolved around 
independent contracting, with the federal government 
proposing to bring sub-contractors into the PAYE tax 
system, bestowing upon then ‘deemed employee statuses’. 
Equally, the South Australian government later attempted 
to bring contractors under the control of the industrial 
commission, to set contract rates and conditions. HIA  
fought and prevailed in preventing these actions, although 
this remains a continuous contentious issue to this day. 

Since those humble beginnings, HIA has  
been fighting to allow our members to do what 
they do best, and that is provide innovative  
and quality homes. 

In the past the main issues faced by builders were access 
to building materials, shortage of trades and government 
control of the sector. Today the issues have grown to the 
larger scale problems of red tape, taxation, access to land 
and non-conforming products. 

It has been a long journey from that suburban public hall in 
Melbourne 72 years ago, but the energy and drive of HIA 
to support and promote the enterprise of its members has 
not waned. Today the organisation remains as ready to fight 
for members’ interests as it did back then, as evidenced by 
the 2011 Hands off Contractors campaign and the 2013 
Housing Australians election platform. 

It goes without saying that for Australia’s only truly national 
home building organisation, HIA will continue to strive to 
prove you really are, in good hands.

Keith Banks, Acting Regional Executive Director,  
Victoria, Housing Industry Association

72 YEARS OF 
MEMBER MEETINGS

News from HIACommunity News

Dahlsens proudly sponsors the Master Builders  
Regional Apprentice of the Year Awards 2017

Congratulations to all award winners and nominees in the 
Master Builders Regional Apprentice of the Year Awards 2017.

Dahlsens remains a proud sponsor of the Awards which took 
place earlier this year in Ballarat, Traralgon, Warrnambool, 
Bendigo, Geelong and Myrtleford. 

Participating apprentices are judged for various criteria that 
showcase outstanding craftsmanship and professional 
standards. Winners are invited to the State Apprentice of the 
Year Awards in Melbourne. 

Apprentices also participated in the Dahlsens Nail Off as they 
showed their bosses how handy they are with a hammer.

The Master Builders were impressed with this year’s nominees, 
who demonstrated admirable determination and commitment  
 
 

to developing their careers in building. Apprentices were 
acknowledged for their: “strong business focus”, “maturity  
and great work ethic” and “pride in workmanship”.

“Apprentices help to build our communities. 
Acknowledging their hard work and dedication 
encourages apprentices across Victoria to  
continue their career path to achieve better and  
greater things in our industry.”  - Radley de Silva 

Master Builders Chief Executive Officer Radley de Silva 
emphasised that apprentices are essential to Victoria’s building 
industry. “We need a skilled workforce in the building and 
construction industry that will continue to provide the homes 
and infrastructure Victoria needs,” he said.

 

ACKNOWLEDGING THE 
YOUNG GUNS

Pictured above, Dahlsens Traralgon’s 
Craig Adams pictured with Gippsland 
Regional Apprentice of the Year,  
Justin Cleeland. Left, The Great 
Dahlsens Nail Off in action in Echuca.  
Dahlsens Mildura’s Nigel Sylvia with 
Nail Off winner Jake Chant. 

THE GREAT 
DAHLSENS

Deepest drive wins 

the glory and the prize

One shot only

Be in it to win it!
APPRENTICES 

ARE ELIGIBLE!

ALL 

NAIL 
OFF!

WIN
Congratulations to all Master Builder VIC  

Regional Apprentice of the Year nominees!



BRADFORD BULK 
INSULATION

CEILINGS / ROOFS

Gold R3.5 Ceiling Batts A good general insulation that provides the minimum standard of thermal performance 
as required by Building Code in climate zones 6 & 7.*

Gold R4.1 Ceiling Batts A better, higher R-Value insulation that provides a thermal performance above the minimum 
standard as required by Building Code in climate zones 6 & 7.*

Gold R5.0 Hi-Performance 
Ceiling Batts

The best performing insulation. Its high R-Value provides a high thermal performance above 
the minimum standard as required by Building Code in climate zones 6 & 7.*  

Bradford Anticon Foil-faced insulation blanket good for temperature & noise control in buildings with metal roofs. Reduces 
the entry of radiant heat, improves the performance of ceiling insulation and helps prevent condensation.

EXTERNAL WALLS 

Gold R2.0 Wall Batts A good general insulation that provides the minimum standard of thermal performance 
as required by Building Code in climate zones 6 & 7.*

Gold R2.5 Hi-Performance Wall Batts A better, higher R-Value insulation that provides a thermal performance above the minimum 
standard as required by Building Code in climate zones 6 & 7.*

Gold R2.7 Hi-Performance Wall Batts The best performing insulation. Its high R-Value provides a high thermal performance above 
the minimum standard as required by Building Code in climate zones 6 & 7.*

BRADFORD 
WALL WRAP

WEATHER BARRIER

Thermoseal™ Wall Wrap Good, economical but tough, polyweave reflective foil membrane that provides an inward 
facing reflective air-gap R-Value, for use where there is a void in the stud cavity. Suitable for 
brick veneer in warmer climates.

Thermoseal™ ResiWrap™ Wall Wrap Extra heavy duty, multipurpose polyweave reflective foil membrane better for use where harsh 
weather conditions may be experienced during construction. ResiWrap provides an inward 
facing reflective air-gap R-Value, for use where there is a void in the stud cavity. Suitable for 
brick veneer in warmer climates.

Thermoseal™ Wall Wrap XP Polyweave reflective foil membrane best for use where insulation fills the internal stud cavity 
and an external building air cavity exists. Its unique patterned antiglare surface provides an 
outward facing reflective air-gap R-Value using to complement the stud wall insulation. Suitable 
for brick veneer in warmer climates.

BREATHER

Thermoseal™ Wall Breather Has tiny holes that allow air exchange between each side of the membrane, is ‘unclassified’ as a 
water barrier and provides an inward facing reflective air-gap R-Value. Not recommended for use in 
colder climate applications in conjunction with higher levels of insulation or lightweight cladding.

HIGH VAPOUR PERMEABILITY

Enviroseal™ ProctorWrap™ RW Light duty vapour permeable wall wrap, ideal for use in residential timber and steel frame wall 
construction to reduce risk of condensation. Allows the escape of moisture from within a building 
structure whilst restricting the ingress of water and dust from outside. Recommended for colder 
climates and all lightweight clad applications.

BRADFORD ROOF SARKING WEATHER BARRIER

Thermoseal™ ResiWrap™ – Metal 

Thermoseal™ Roof Tile Plus

Extra heavy duty, polyweave reflective foil membrane for use where harsh weather conditions 
may be experienced during construction. Both ResiWrap and Roof Tile Plus provide an inward 
facing reflective air-gap R-Value. ResiWrap is suitable for use below metal roof sheet and Roof 
Tile Plus for concrete roof tiles. Both are recommended for use in warmer climates.

HIGH VAPOUR PERMEABILITY

Enviroseal™ ProctorWrap™ Roof HT-R Best for colder climates. Medium duty, UV stabilised, with high water hold-out. Allows moisture to 
escape from a building. For use in residential or commercial tiled, slate and metal roof applications.

EDMONDS VENTILATION NATURAL VENTILATORS

WindMaster™ A good general use turbine ventilator constructed from high quality lightweight 
aluminium, with a 300mm opening. WindMaster is compliant with the fire rating 
requirements of AS 3959-2009 up to BAL 29 when installed with a SparkGuard.

SupaVent™ Better for tiled roofs as it only needs one tile to be removed for installation. 
The lightweight, UV and temperature stable plastic head, with a 250mm opening 
and stainless steel bearings make SupaVent ideal for homes close to salt spray.

TurboBeam™ Features a clear turbine, designed to remove heat and provide natural light to the roof 
space or storage area. The best wind driven vent to increase visibility and deter vermin. 
250mm opening makes it best option for small spaces, attics, garages and sheds.

SMART ROOF VENTILATORS

Maestro BAL™ Low energy mains powered roof vent rated for use in bush fire areas up to BAL40. Performance 
ventilator equivalent of up to 6 natural ventilators.  Automatic temperature controlled setting 
plus three pre-set fixed speed settings. Quiet operation.

AiroMatic® Low energy high performance mains powered roof vent made from high quality UV stable 
polymer. Its smart temperature sensor adjusts air flow as required without wasting energy. 
Can be pre-set for constant ventilation in winter to reduce damaging condensation in roof areas.

POWERED SUB-FLOOR VENTILATOR

EcoFan® Sub-floor ventilator with a powerful air flow to get rid of damp, stale air and odours from, or 
bring fresh air into under floor areas. Improving the air quality reduces damaging under floor 
condensation and creates a healthier environment for your family.

BUILD YOUR HOMES TO BE 
HEALTHIER, MORE COMFORTABLE 
AND ENERGY EFFICIENT

Australia has one of the harshest climates in the world. Selecting the right wall 
wrap, roof sarking, insulation and ventilation significantly impacts the comfort 

and durability of the homes you build.

How can bulk insulation help?

In winter, around 42% of a home’s 
heat is lost through the ceiling and 
24% is typically lost through the walls. 
Heat flows into the home at similar 
rates in summer.
High R-Value glasswool insulation 
installed in the ceiling and wall cavities 
forms a highly effective barrier to heat 
movement. The higher the R-value, 
the better the insulation will work.
Correctly installed bulk insulation 
allows heating and air conditioning 
to be used less often and on lower 
settings. And that means greater 
savings on energy bills.

Why should you install wall wrap 
and roof sarking?

Air leaks are a year round issue. In winter 
they allow valuable warm air to escape 

and unwanted external cold air to enter; 
in summer, the reverse can occur. 

Weather barrier wall wrap and sarking 
can restrict the entry of draughts and 
dust through walls and roofs, and boost 
the performance of bulk insulation.
Uncontrolled airflow through the house 
shell can also carry moisture into the 
frame cavity, increasing the risk of 
condensation forming. This can cause 
wood rot, poor indoor air quality and lead 
to hidden mould growth, which may 
cause staining to internal linings and 
trigger asthma and allergies.

Vapour permeable wall wrap and roof 
sarking membranes reduce condensation 
risk by allowing any water vapour that is 
generated inside the home to escape 
through the membrane and condense 
safely outside the building.

Why is ventilation important?

Installing effective ventilators is one of 
the least expensive and most energy-
efficient ways to encourage beneficial, 
controlled air-flow into the home. 
Heat, moisture and condensation in 
the roof cavity or sub-floor areas can 
make the home feel uncomfortable 
and can cause unpleasant odours, 
mould and structural damage. 
Natural roof ventilators and Smart 
roof ventilators can remove hot, stale 
and moist air from the roof cavity and 
replace it with cooler air from outside. 
Powered sub-floor ventilators can 
increase air movement and remove 
odours and moisture laden air.
Use the guide opposite to choose the 
correct insulation, weather barriers 
and ventilators for your next project.

Thermal  
Wall Batts

Thermal 
Ceiling Batts

Vapour Barrier  
or Vapour 

Permeable Roof Sarking

Roof Blanket

Smart Roof 
Ventilator

Natural 
Ventilator

Underfloor Thermal 
& Acoustic Batts

Vapour Barrier 
Wall Wrap

Powered Sub-Floor 
Ventilator

Vapour Permeable 
Wall Wrap

Acoustic  
Wall Batts 

Acoustic  
Ceiling Batts 

Bradford Product Selection Guide

*Building Code in climate zones 6 & 7 (Melbourne, Regional Victoria, Hobart, Canberra)

Want to know more? For further information talk to Dahlsens. Together 
with CSR Bradford, we can help you make the right selection and promote 
the benefits of an energy efficient home to your customers.

Features a clear turbine designed to remove heat and provide natural light to the roof 
space or storage area. The best wind driven vent to increase visibility and deter vermin. 
250mm opening makes it the best option for small spaces, attics, garages and sheds.

Polyweave reflective foil membrane best for use where insultation fills the internal stud cavity 
and an external building air cavity exists. Its unique patteerned antiglare surgace provides an 
outward facing reflective air-gap R-Value used to completement the stud wall insulation. Suitable 
for brick veneer in warmer climates.
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MEET OUR PRODUCT SPECIALISTS

Jodie is a stalwart of Dahlsens. She 
started at the Bairnsdale store 20 
years ago and over time has worked 
in every department. 

Jodie is now our resident specialist 
in joinery and stone benchtops. 
She enjoys mediating calls between 
builders and our Account Managers, 
assisting builders with the kitchen 
ordering process and showing them 
the ease of the system.

Joinery is not always an easy 
selection due to the large number 
of options available. However, with 
assistance from Jodie, cabinet 

making with Dahlsens and supplier, 
Claytons Kitchens is a sound and 
well-proven process.

Jodie was extremely helpful when 
we launched our Blinds Supply and 
Install offer last year. She was able to 
use her extensive knowledge to help 
builders with this very cost effective 
and hassle-free offer. 

Often heard saying: “Yep. No 
worries. Leave it with me and I’ll 
come back to you.”

Favourite pastime: “Watching my 
kids play football/netball and helping 
out around our local football club.”

JODIE SHELTON 

CHRISTINE MCCLURE 

Christine joined Dahlsens in March 

2016 and brings solid experience 

in what can be the tricky part of the 

building process: the ‘fit-out’ stage. 

Whether it is bathroom or kitchen 

advice, Christine is your ‘go-to’ 

person. She is up to speed on the 

latest trends in tapware, basins 

and door handles, and can talk you 

through the right package of kitchen 

appliances for your project. Most 

importantly, Christine’s well-honed 

ability to guide you through the 

selection process will assist you 

to remain within budget while still 

getting access to a range of leading 

brands at very competitive prices.

Often heard saying: “We can give 

you great quality, great warranties, 

great options for a great price.”

Favourite pastime: “I love to  

go on long walks with my  

Alaskan Malamute Shadow and my 

husband.”

SPECIALIST 

Plumbing, Appliances and Door Furniture

SPECIALIST 
Kitchens and Blinds

Dahlsens Team

Blay Builders’ founding owners Gary and Kayleen Blay have 
worked extremely hard over 30 years to grow their East 
Gippsland building business. Starting out as a husband and 
wife team, Blay Builders has grown to an organisation of 11 
staff, employing over 60 local contractors. With a target of 45 
homes this year, the company has built a reputation of loyalty, 
honesty, quality workmanship and home ‘livability’. 

As Gary tells us, “we want our customers to be delighted with 
the product they have built and we go the extra mile to offer 
them a build that they can’t get elsewhere.”

From Mallacoota to Sale, with a focus in Bairnsdale, Lakes 
Entrance and Metung, Blay Builders’ single and double storey 
homes are sold to customers interested in quality and service 
– including first home buyers.

It all started out with Gary completing his apprenticeship under 
father Arthur Blay and local builder Don Stagg. Gary recalls 
riding 20km from Bairnsdale to Lindenow by pushbike to 
one job site for 6 weeks to build the house with hammer and 
nail – no nail guns then! Over time, Gary has witnessed many 
changes, from the imperial to metric system change and the 
introduction of computers as an everyday part of building life.

Now the baton is being passed to local brothers Zack and 
Xavier Ryan. After a long working history with the Blay family, 
the brothers began the transition of taking over ownership of 
the business three years ago. 

Zack Ryan completed his apprenticeship under Gary Blay 
many years ago, before gaining valuable experience in 
commercial building in Melbourne. Now, as Site Supervisor, 
Zack applies his tireless work ethic to Blay Builders. 

“We are always trying to increase the personal touch with our 
customers”, says Zack. “We keep the customer in the loop 
along the way, and that’s how we keep them happy.”  

Brother Xavier completed his apprenticeship locally before 
gaining his Builder’s Registration and starting a small domestic 
construction business. Today, Xavier’s role at Blay Builders 
is General Manager – Operations, handling the business 
management and customer relations. 

One growing specialty of Blay Builders has become sloping 
block construction. Unlike other builders who may approach 
sloping blocks with a big cut and build, the Blay team design 

with sub floor, stumps, bearers, joints and lightweight cladding 
to make the most of the block.

Blay Builders use only raft slab and not waffle slab in their 
construction, staying true to their commitment of quality by 
using the best technology and products available.

Dahlsens has been a proud partner of Blay Builders since the 
beginning. “We couldn’t have done it without Dahlsens,” says 
Gary. “They’re fantastic to deal with and always there to help.”  

A noteable recent project for Blay Builders, at the request 
of publican Greg Brick, was the re-building of the Buchan 
Pub. The famous pub burnt down two and a half years ago, 
leaving the community without its local watering hole. After 
one of Australia’s most successful crowdfunding campaigns, 
$600,000 of funding and materials (from various suppliers 
to Dahlsens such as James Hardie, CSR Bradford, CSR 
Gyprock, Timberlink, Meyer Timber and Selection Steel), the 
new Buchan Caves Hotel was built. 

Months of hard work and voluntary labour has renewed the 
energy of Buchan. “The re-building has been a really good 
thing for the town – there’s a great buzz around the place. It is 
a project we’ll always be proud of,” said Zack Ryan. 

To Blay Builders, we wish you continued success. To Gary and 
Kayleen, enjoy your next era! Your team will leave a legacy of 
homes that will stand the test of time. 

Builders’ Profile

BLAY 
BUILDERS

Well established with 
an enviable reputation 

L-R: Gary Blay, Xavier Ryan and Zack Ryan
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Every effort is made to ensure that the advertised products are available but due to factors beyond our control some items may not be available at the commencement of the sale. Should this 
occur a “rain check” can be offered for most products & we will make every effort to supply this item or we will offer to sell you a comparable item at the same price. Unless otherwise stated 
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If you want to update your Trademark subscription details, please  
email enquiries@dahlsens.com.au or fax (03) 8831 8399 with the  
company name, account number, first and last name, mailing address,  
postcode, email address, phone number and occupation. 

20 Trade Stores in Victoria and southern NSW.  
7 Truss & Frame Manufacturing Sites.  
For all locations see dahlsens.com.au

Should you be building interstate, an account at our subsidiary 
businesses Cairns Hardware (QLD), Midcoast (NSW)  

and Nortruss (NT) is available for your use.

WANT TO RECEIVE TRADEMARK ONLINE FOR  
MORE PRODUCT NEWS? SIGN UP TO   
Trade-e-Mark AT DAHLSENS.COM.AU/SUBSCRIPTIONS

BALLARAT 2 Bulldog Drive, Delacombe Ph: (03) 5335 8111 Fax: (03) 5335 6118

Branch Manager Dale Russell Ph: 0447 301 585 drussell@dahlsens.com.au

Account Manager Steve Boschetti Ph: 0409 536 902 sboschetti@dahlsens.com.au

Account Manager Aaron Balzan Ph: 0447 629 176 abalzan@dahlsens.com.au

CRANBOURNE 233 South Gippsland Hwy Ph: (03) 5990 0800 Fax: (03) 5996 7279

Branch Manager Jace Lucas Ph: 0412 310 312 jlucas@dahlsens.com.au

Account Manager Glenn Zappa Ph: 0408 304 857 gzappa@dahlsens.com.au

Account Manager Matt Murphy Ph: 0438 822 129 mmurphy@dahlsens.com.au

Account Manager Travis Matthews Ph: 0418 679 160 tmatthews@dahlsens.com.au

KILSYTH 7 Southfork Drive Ph: (03) 8720 8500 Fax: (03) 8720 8599

Branch Manager Travis Kennedy Ph: 0407 606 612 tkennedy@dahlsens.com.au

Account Manager Matt Savage Ph: 0403 340 373 msavage@dahlsens.com.au

Account Manager Ray Mokaraka Ph: 0417 166 113 rmokaraka@dahlsens.com.au

Account Manager Phillip Miller Ph: 0447 863 181 pmiller@dahlsens.com.au

LAVERTON 181 Boundary Road Ph: (03) 9254 6700 Fax: (03) 9254 6777

Branch Manager Adrian Waycott Ph: 0437 696 408 awaycott@dahlsens.com.au

Account Manager Nick Hyssoli Ph: 0407 287 884 nhyssoli@dahlsens.com.au

Account Manager Daniel Slattery Ph: 0438 827 300 dslattery@dahlsens.com.au

Account Manager Paul Charman Ph: 0417 661 579 pcharman@dahlsens.com.au

Account Manager Josh Hoskins Ph: 0409 460 817 jhoskins@dahlsens.com.au

Account Manager (Craigieburn Truss & Frame) Darrell Murray Ph: 0417 630 558 dmurray@dahlsens.com.au

PAKENHAM 3/6 Southeast Boulevard Ph: (03) 5943 7400 Fax: (03) 5943 7499

Branch Manager Bruce Andrews Ph: 0408 475 477 bandrews@dahlsens.com.au

Account Manager Steve Doyle Ph: 0429 218 744 sdoyle@dahlsens.com.au

WARRAGUL 7 Pearse Street Ph: (03) 5622 2266 Fax: (03) 5622 2088

Branch Manager Travis Pennicard Ph: 0417 592 742 tpennicard@dahlsens.com.au

Account Manager Stewart Johnson Ph: 0448 354 243 sjohnson@dahlsens.com.au

WARRNAMBOOL Lot 92, White Rock Road Ph: (03) 5562 7422 Fax: (03) 5562 0583

Branch Manager Dale Russell Ph:  0447 301 585 drussell@dahlsens.com.au

FrameMaster™

Ramset™ FrameMaster™ TS750P is the timber 
framing expert. A power adjustable tool 
designed for fixing timber framing to concrete 
and general repetitive work. 

 Fast – 10 shot strip feed with automatic advance

 Optimum fixing – positive power adjustment 
 ensures consistent performance 

 Power – adjustable for use with steel or concrete

 Minimal maintenance – easy to dismantle & clean  
 to reduce downtime 

 380 joules of impact energy coupled with power  
 adjustment, can be used in a wide variety of  
 applications e.g. timber framing, formwork and  
 the fixing of steel tracks 

 Long Life – long life piston & buffer

incl. 
GST 

$899  
NOW ONLY

Until June 16th.

ORDER 

FROM 

DAHLSENS 

TODAY!


