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Botanical lllustrated Guide to Hong Kong Native Plants Il: Rare and Endangered Plants
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Botanical lllustrated Guide to Hong Kong Native Plants

Il is a new book published by Shiu-Ying Hu Herbarium

this year. The second volume of the book series aimed

~ to learn about and pass on knowledge of plant
| taxonomy, especially authentication and scientific

' illustration. Rare and endangered plants were chosen

as the main theme, and plants such as Orchid,

Camellia, Pitcher Plant, Croton, Azalea, Balsam,

Birthwort, etc. are highlighted in the book. Under each chapter, the name, literature summary, voucher

specimens, annotated line drawings, microscopic structures, as well as pollen and spore SEM images of the

highlighted species, are provided. A multi-directional and multi-layer approach of documentation and

presentation shows us the genuine structures and habits of the plants, which can further inspire new

perspectives in research and education. It is also expected to arouse the public's awareness and

understanding of rare and endangered plants and their conservation.
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Annotated line drawings, microscopic structures and pollen SEM images of

the Hong Kong Croton

Most of the information in the book were derived from Wu Jieh Yee Charitable Foundation Native Plant

Resources and Database in Hong Kong, Shiu-Ying Hu Herbarium. In addition, the Hong Kong Herbarium,
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Agriculture, Flsherles and Conservation Department of the HKSAR Government provided professional
support in specimen archiving and authentication of all the rare and endangered plants mentioned in the
book. We would also like to express our gratitude to Mr. Ma Ping for providing us with invaluable advice and
enrichment on the line art and to The Chinese University of Hong Kong Press for their expertise in editing

and publishing work.

Upon all the support from our collaborators, our herbarium team finished Volume 2 on schedule, and we
expect the book to be a novel reference in botanical research and education. Last but not least, the Botanical
Illustrated Guide to Hong Kong Native Plants Book series will become a new way of documenting and

verifying native plants and can contribute to building up a whole archive of native plants in Hong Kong.
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