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Strolling Through the Time Tunnel

Telling the Inheritance of Herbarium

Dr. Hu, Shiu-Ying once referred herself as a mustard seed (Remark 1), a plant that is so small before the
seed germination and grows up into a large tree in the later stage. This resembles the academic journey of
Dr. Hu, who had passed through a pupa to become a beautiful butterfly. Since Dr. Hu learned more about
the biological field via her mentor in Ginling College, she began to immerse herself in the beauty of nature.
Afterwards, Dr. Hu pursued her further studies at Lingnan University and Harvard University. Undertaking
the advanced studies, Dr. Hu flourished in plant taxonomy in parallel with imparting related knowledge and
experiences to the next generations. Thereafter, Dr. Hu was entrusted with responsibility for being the
senior lecturer, Department of Biology in Chung Chi College, CUHK to further embody the spirit of
“abundant life”(Remark 2), which means life is not merely living for your own, but sharing your wisdom and
talents with others.

Since the establishment in 2012, Shiu-Ying Hu Herbarium, School of Life Sciences, The Chinese University of
Hong Kong (“Herbarium”) has been upholding the spirit of Dr. Hu, Shiu-Ying in living a life with abundance.
With the integration of botany research and educational efforts, Herbarium has endeavored to promote
the advancement of knowledge transfer through school and public education. To dovetail with the Hong
Kong Biodiversity Festival (HKBF), Herbarium launched a guided tour entitled “Shiu-Ying Hu Herbarium Visit
and Campus Plant Walk 2021” on 13 November (Saturday), aiming to enhance the public understanding of

Herbarium work and to recognize the importance of plants in the ecosystem.

On the event day, Dr. David Lau, the curator of Herbarium provided a guided tour to the general public. This
was to enable the participants to get familiar with the history of Herbarium, as well as the modern
application of plant taxonomy. Through knowledge and experience sharing, all participants were plunged in
an instant to take a step back in time to experience the arduous academic journeys and selfless dedication

of Dr. Hu and previous researchers in plant taxonomy.

Strolling through the serene trail in CUHK, participants acquired plant identification techniques under the
guidance of Dr. Lau. They were instantly attracted by the plant with red fruits and green leaves along the
trail. After a detailed introduction, the fruiting plant was llex rotunda Thunb. var. microcarpa (Lindl. ex
Paxton) S. Y. Hu, which its name was given by Dr. Hu. All the participants were fascinated by the story
behind the amazing plant.

Text: Li Man Ching, Wong Hiu Yan
Photo: Li Man Ching, Leung Cheuk Yin
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Remark 1: “(A mustard seed) it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of
shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” Matthew
13:31

Remark 2: “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” John 10:10
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