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25TH	ANNIVERSARY	CELEBRATION	

CRUSADE	 organised	 25th	 anniversary	 celebrations	 on	 29th	 and	 30th	 June	 2016	 at	 its	 centre	 at	
Pudupakkam.	After	prayer	and	lighting	of	lamp,	Secretary	Jothi	Ramalingam	delivered	the	welcome	
address	and	touched	upon	major	events	during	the	last	25	years.	

29th	June	morning-Inaugural	address	and	releasing	the	souvenir	by	Mr.Ivan	Nutbrown	

Mr.	Ivan	Nutbrown,	Partnership	Manager,	AVI,	London	,	which	has	been	supporting	CRUSADE’s	work	
for	 	 the	past	20	years,	 in	his	 inaugural	address	conveyed	his	greeting	to	CRUSADE	on	the	occasion	
and	and	released	the	souvenir	“25	years	of	working	with	the	poor”.	

Key	note	address	by	Dr.Raja	Samuel	,	Principal,	Madras	Shool	of	Social	Work.	

Congratulating	CRUSADE	on	 its	25th	anniversary,	he	 shared	how	the	students	of	his	 institution	got	
excellent	exposure	to	various	CRUSADE’s	activities	and	mentioned	that	one	day	exposure	was	equal	
to	one	week	sessions	in	the	class	room.	He	is	particularly	impressed	with	CRUSADE’s	work	with	the	
poor	and	other	most	vulnerable	sections	of	the	population	such	as	disabled	and	widows.		

Felicitation	by	Dr.N.Markandan,	Former	Vice	Chancellor,	Gandhigram	Rural	University.	

Sharing	 his	 long	 association	 with	 Jothi	 Ramlingam	 even	 when	 he	 was	 working	 with	 another	
organisation	 in	Dindigul	district	 ,	he	 said	his	work	was	an	 inspiration	 to	academicians	 like	him.	He	
congratulated	SHG	women	and	believed	future	belongs	to	women	and	empowering	them	for	their	
future	 tasks	 is	 very	 important	 which	 is	 what	 CRUSADE	 has	 been	 engaged	 over	 the	 years.	 He	
congratulated	 CRUSADE	 on	 its	 straight	 forward	 methods	 of	 functioning	 with	 transparency	 and	
accountability.	 He	 strongly	 advocated	 SHG’s	 should	 involve	 in	 panchayat	 affairs	 to	 achieve	
partcipatory	democracy.	As	Gandhian	he	believes	that	Jothiramalingam	is	a	one	of	the	real	Gandhian	
constructive	workers.	

Ajith	Venniyoor	of	Thiruvananthapuram	,	C.R.Rajagopal,	President	,	CRUSADE	,	K.S.	Ravichandran	,	
former	DGM	,	State	Bank	of	India	,	and		Ms	Arthi,	Indian	Bank	,	Minjur	offered	felicitations.	

In	the	next	session,	Cluster	coordinators	and	Federation	leaders	debated	on	“whether	SHG	loans	are	
a	 boon	 or	 burden	 on	 women”.	 The	 session	 was	 chaired	 by	 Ms	 Rita	 Raj,	 Founder	 Secretary,	
MANUSHI,	Cuddalore	and	CRUSADE	member.	

Koormai	Kalai	Kuzhu	from	Tiruvallur	presented	Cultural	events.		

Around	600	SHG	women	members	participated	in	the	morning	session,	besides	guests	and	friends	
about	50.	

Post	Lunch	Session	–Health	Issues	in	Rural	Tamilnadu	&	CRUSADE’s	Response		

Dr.Vasantharasan	started	the	session	with	a	brief	introduction	on	health	issues	in	the	area	and	how	
CRUSADE	addresses	the	problems.		

	Mrs.Arockia	 Mary,	 coordinator,	 Mobile	 Screening	 Programme,	 ‘’Pen	 Nalam’’	 conveyed	 her	
greetings	to	CRUSADE	on	the	25th	anniversary	celebrations.	Mrs.Arockiya	Mary	said	that	importance	
of	 cancer	 screening	 and	need	of	 identifying	 at	 early	 stage	of	 cervical	 and	Breast	 cancer	 and	Penn	



Nalam’s	contribution	in	this	respect.	She	expressed	that	every	women	should	be	aware	prevention	
of	cervical	cancer	and	Breast	cancer	as	they	are	the	backbone	of	their	families.	

Dr.Veerabadhran,	Medical	Officer,	 Venkateshwara	Homeopathy	Medical	 College	&	Hospital,	has	
conveyed	his	greeting	on	25th	anniversary	celebrations	by	CRUSADE.	He	emphasised	the	treatment	
methods	of	Homeopathy	and	its	advantages.	He	also	said	Homeopathy	medicines	are	very		effective	
in	curing	women’s	problems	such	as	low		secretion	of	Breast	milk.	

Mr.	Arul,	Senior	Executive,	Agarwal	Eye	Hospital	shared	that		Agrawal	hospital	has	been	working	for	
the	 past	 57	 years	 and	 	 has	 done	 nearly	 1,	 00,000	 cataract	 operations.	 He	 said	 through	 CRUSADE	
camps	40	cataract	operations	were	done.	

30th	June	2016	–	Morning	session	-Strengthening	Panchayats	System	in	TamilNadu	

	JothiRamalingam	Founder	Secretary,	CRUSADE	initiated	the	morning	session	by	welcoming	the	GSI	
members	 ,	 Panchayat	 presidents	 from	Minjur,	 Sholavaram,	 Ellapuram	&	Gummidipoondi	 and	 	GSI	
Executive	members/panchayat	presidents	from	Kanyakumari,	Tirunelveli,	Theni,	Coimbatore	and	GSI	
Advisor	 .	He	wanted	the	session	to	focus	on	future	activities	of	GSI.	He	requested	President	of	GSI	
Mr.Shanmugavel	to	chair	the	session.	

Mr.Shanmugavel,	President	of	Grama	Suyasarbu	 Iyakkam	(GSI),	has	given	brief	 introduction	about	
GSI	 and	 its	 activities	 and	 its	 efforts	 in	 meeting	 Concerned	 Ministers	 to	 voice	 the	 concerns	 of	
Panchayat	presidents.	He	said	village	panchayats	are	crippled	by	paucity	of	funds.	

Mr.Muthukumar	 President	 of	 Nalur	 Panchayat	 in	 Minjur	 shared	 his	 exposure	 visit	 to	 Kerala	
organised	by	CRUSADE	and	 said	 the	 three	 tier	 system	of	 panchayats	work	well	 in	 Kerala	unlike	 in	
Tamil	 Nadu.	 He	 said	 electricity	 charges	 are	 a	 major	 problem	 in	 every	 panchayat	 and	 wanted	
increased	SFC	grants	to	panchayats.	He	also	shared	how	he	resolved	water	crises	in	his	panchayat.	

Mr.Murugan,	 President	 of	 Kinathukadavu	 Panchayat,	 Coimbatore	 District	 and	 Vice	 president,	 GSI	
agreed	with	Muthukumar	 that	water	 is	a	major	problem	 in	Panchayats.	He	expressed	greetings	 to	
CRUSADE	 for	 the	 25th	 anniversary	 celebrations.	 He	 wanted	 scrapping	 of	 section	 205	 which	 gives	
power	 to	 Collectors	 to	 dismiss	 elected	 panchayat	 presidents.	 He	mentioned	 that	 government	 has	
authorised	village	panchayats	to	give	birth,	community	and	resident	certificates,	but	the	presidents	
need	training	to	practice	it.	

Mr.Venkatesan	,	EC	member	,	GSI	highlighted	the	conflicts	between	Presidents	and	vice	presidents	
and	ward	members.	He	wanted	presidents	 to	 realise	 that	 it	 is	 a	honorary	post.	He	wanted	GSI	 to	
send	greetings	to	all	village	Panchayat	presidents	who	win	the	elections	to	be	held	in	October,	2016.	
He	also	wanted	ward	level	micro	level	planning	in	all	Panchayats.		

Mr	Valayapathy,	 President	 ,	G.Kallupatty	 Panchayat	 ,	 Theni	 district	 agreed	with	Muthukumar	on	
power	bill	payment	problem	 in	Panchayats.	Mr.Thirunavukarasu,	Advisor	GSI	 said	 that	GSI	should	
get	Media	attention	by	propagating	its	role	in	strengthening	Panchayats	System	in	TamilNadu	

Dr.N.Markandan,	Patron,	GSI	and	former	Vice-Chancellor	of	Gandhigram	University	has	conveyed	
his	greeting	to	CRUSADE’s	25th	anniversary.	He	said	we	will	have	Drought	soon	due	to	environmental	
imbalances	 created	 by	 human	 activity.	 He	wanted	 people	 should	 govern	 themselves	 through	 the	



panchayat	system.	He	wanted	at	least	1000	members	should	be	enrolled	in	GSI	and	new	leadership	
should	evolve	through	GSI.	

He	wanted	children	should	be	taught	through	their	mother	tongue	as	in	Europe.	Dr	.Markandan	said	
that	presidents	should	ensure	in	evolving	a	new	village	squad	by	the	villagers.	He	shared	his	concern	
how	Corporates	influence	government	policies.	He	also	conveyed	his	greeting	to	Action	Village	India	
(AVI)	for	its	financial	support	to	CRUSADE	for	the	past	20	years.	

	Mr.Ajith	 Venniyoor	 reminded	 Mahatma	 Gandhi’s	 speech	 on	 ‘’Grama	 Suyaraj’’	 which	 has	 to	
replicate	 in	 all	 panchayat	 affairs.	 He	 said	 in	 Kerala,	 Panchayats	 spend	 merely	 58%	 of	 State	
Revenue..Mr	 Mavadiyan	 of	 GAWDESY	 said	 people	 should	 involve	 themselves	 in	 participatory	
planning	 process	 and	 in	 panchayat	 affairs.	 Mr.Murugaperumal	 of	 Sevalaya	 also	 emphasised	
people’s	participation	in	ward	level	planning.	

	Mr.Ivan	 Nutbrown	 of	 ACTION	 VILLAGE	 INDIA	 expressed	 satisfaction	 in	 participating	 in	 the	
discussion	and	felt	happy	a	small	support	to	CRUSADE	in	PRI	network	programme	has	give	significant	
results.		

Around	 20	 panchayat	 presidents	 including	 most	 EC	 members	 of	 GSI	 and	 a	 few	 NGO	 friends	
participated	in	this	session.	

Post	lunch	session	–	Enabling	environment	for	Persons	with	Disability	

CRUSADE	had	organised	on	the	lines	of	SHGs	special	groups	of	the	disabled	at	village	level	in	which	
PwDs	with	 various	disabilities	 are	 enrolled	 and	 some	of	 the	developed	 groups	have	bank	 account	
and	borrow	loans	from	PPI	at	lower	interest	rates	for	Income	Generation,	medical	or	other	purposes.	
There	were	around	50	groups	in	the	four	blocks	with	more	than	500	members.		

CRUSADE	invited	representatives	from	these	groups	for	this	session	to	share	their	experiences	and	
concerns	and	also	 to	explore	 the	possibility	of	 forming	a	 Federation	of	 these	groups	at	 apex	 level	
with	 a	 view	 to	 register	 it	 eventually.	 Representatives	 from	 about	 25	 groups	 from	 three	 blocks	
participated	 and	 shared	 their	 problems.	Most	 of	 them	 expressed	 their	 enthusiasm	 in	 forming	 an	
association	of	these	groups	for	mobilising	more	government	schemes	meant	for	Disabled	and	to	get	
training	in	right	based	approach.	

PwDs	volunteered	to	take	responsibilities	 in	 the	 federation	and	 it	was	decided	to	hold	a	couple	of	
meetings	 for	 considering	 the	 draft	 federation	 deed	 to	 be	 drafted	 and	 to	 get	 the	 federation	
registered.	

Dr	 Markandan,	 Ivan	 Nutbrown,	 Mr	 Thirunavukkarasu	 and	 Ajith	 venniyoor	 greeted	 and	 offered	
felicitations	to	PwD	participants.	

Staff	meeting	

As	suggested	by	AVI,	the	staff	meeting	was	conducted	in	which	select	staff	shared	their	experiences	
on	working	for	the	people	through	CRUSADE.	They	were	given	a	token	gift	by	CRUSADE.	

	

	



RO	water	plant	inauguration	

on	1ST	of	July	the	visiting	team	inaugurated	the	mini	RO	plant	at	Thinipakkam	centre	of	CRUSADE	
to	 supply	 purified	 drinking	 water	 to	 SHG	 members.	 The	 entire	 cost	 of	 the	 plant	 was	met	 from	
contributions	from	SHG	members.   

	

	



	

	

See	more	photos	in	Gallery.	


