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mall-scale fisheries are part of the land - and 
seascape that many people are familiar with, 
mostly because of their presence in, and 
proximity to, places where tourism and 
recreational activities take place. Yet, unless one 
grows up in a fishing village, or comes from a 
fishing family, it is hard to fully appreciate 
the real meaning of small-scale fisheries. Small- 
scale fisheries are certainly not just a part of 
history, culture, and heritage that needs to be 
preserved like some people may think. Their 
values go beyond providing food, income, jobs, 
and livelihoods. What makes small-scale 
fisheries unique are the diverse values and 
meanings that are inherent to them, as well as 
those that they bring to society. 

Our knowledge about the values of small-scale 
fisheries is very limited, partly because some of 
these values are non-monetary. Thus, small- 
scale fisheries are often regarded as 
insignificant. This photo e-book aims to change 
such a worldview by presenting the meaning, 
values, and importance of small-scale fisheries 
in various locations around the world, from the 
perspective of the people working closely with 
them. As we study values, we gain 
appreciation for what matters to people and 
what is desirable to the society. Ultimately, a 
comprehensive understanding of the diverse 
values of small-scale fisheries can lead to an 
improved management and governance of the 
fisheries resources and the ecosystems. 
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he photo e-book is an initiative of the Too Big 
To Ignore - Global Partnership for Small-Scale 
Fisheries Research (TBTI; toobigtoignore.net). 
Working with researchers and practitioners in 
partnership with fishers’ associations, 
community-based organizations, environmental 
groups, and governments, TBTI examines 
small-scale fisheries in local, national and global 
contexts. The goal of TBTI is to identify key 
concerns affecting small-scale fisheries, stimulate 
a concerted research effort to address them, 
and direct policy attention to this vital sector in 
order to raise its profile. 'The Meaning of Small 
– Diverse Values in Small-Scale Fisheries’ photo
e-book is another step in that direction. 

Through this publication, the TBTI network 
aims to advance the understanding about the 
diverse values of small-scale fisheries and 
engage the wider public in the conversation 
about the multifaceted meanings of small-scale 
fisheries. The photo e-book poses the 
question: what is the breadth of contributions 
for which small-scale fisheries are valued in 
their communities across the globe? We 
portray the plethora of these core values by 
using visual stimuli such as infographics and 
photos as a way to convey what small-scale 
fisheries mean in particular places. 
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he information contained in this photo e-book is 
a product of a close collaboration amongst TBTI 
members, partners and supporters of small- 
scale fisheries. They contributed their 
knowledge and experience about fishers, 
communities, and places that they are familiar 
with. They did so by identifying, through a 
rapid assessment survey, the range of values 
associated with a small-scale fishing 
community that they know, as well as the 
ecological, social and economic contexts of 
small-scale fisheries in each location. 

The 48 contributors to the e-book are experts in 
the field of small-scale fisheries research and 
practice, and have an average of 10 years of 
experience in this topic. They are affiliated with 
32 different institutions, which can be roughly 
divided into universities (67%), research institutes 
(15%), non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs) (12%), fishers’ associations (4%), and 
government (2%). 
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Affiliation of the 48 contributors to the e-book, 
totalling 32 institutions

Research Institutes
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ontributors were asked to rank 15 value types 
(based on Song and Chuenpagdee 2015) 
associated with small-scale fisheries, on a 
scale of zero to five, with zero meaning that 
the particular type of value is not important 
for small-scale fisheries in that location, and five 
indicating that the value presents a very high 
importance in terms of the contribution to 
small-scale fisheries. They also provided a photo 
and a story that best represent the meaning of 
small-scale fisheries in their location.   
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Ecological conservation 
Conflict resolution 
Sense of freedom 
Enhanced knowledge 
Wellbeing and material wealth 
Enjoyment and pleasure 
Livelihood security 
Sufficient catch and lifestyle 
Sense of pride 

Responsible governing system 
Community cohesion 
Recruitment of youth 
Compliance of rules and regulations 
Gender equity 
Fair distribution of benefits 

The 15 value types based on Song and 
Chuenpagdee (2015)* 

*Song, A.M., Chuenpagdee, R. (2015). Eliciting values and principles of fishery stakeholders in South
Korea: A methodological exploration. Society & Natural Resources 28, 1075-1091. 
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he photo e-book includes a total of 32 case 
studies describing the values of small-scale 
fisheries in 21 countries located across five 
regions. About 34% of these case studies 
originate from Asia and Oceania, followed by 
Latin America with 28%, and Africa, Europe 
and North America accounting for almost 13% 
of the total number. The specific case studies 
come from the following countries and 
locations: Bangladesh (Meghna River Estuary), 
Brazil (Teotônio Waterfall, Pernambuco, 
Ubatuba and Pontal do Paraná), Canada 
(Lake Winnipeg and Bay de Verde), Costa 
Rica (Playa Lagarto), Ecuador (Mainland and 
Galapagos Islands), Finland (Merikarvia), 
Greece (Skala Kallonis Bay), India (Gir 
Somnath), Indonesia (Southwestern Kei 

Islands and Flores Island), Japan (Kamakura 
Bay and Suruga Bay), Madagascar (Sainte 
Luce), Maldives (Laamu Atoll and 
Fuvahmulah), Mexico (Holbox Island), 
Mozambique (Sofala Bank), Philippines 
(Aklan and San Mariano), Portugal (Azores), 
Republic of Kiribati (Tarawa Island), South 
Africa (Struisbaai), Spain (Cabo de Palos), 
Tanzania (Busekera Village), and USA (Sitka 
and Cook Inlet).   
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he photo e-book is divided into five parts, 
presenting the diverse values of small-scale 
fisheries by region: (I) Latin America, (II) 
North America, (III) Asia and Oceania, (IV) 
Africa, and (V) Europe. Each part contains a 
collection of case studies depicting the 
importance of small-scale fisheries based on the 
rating of the value types, accompanied by a 
photo and a caption that highlights the 
meaning of small-scale fisheries in a particular 
place, community, or fishery. Each case study 
also contains the key characteristics of small- 
scale fisheries, such as the ecosystem type, 
main gear, target species, vessel type, number 
of vessels, and number of fishers. 
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he photo e-book is a rich composite of stories 
about the people and the aquatic environment, 
of the intricate interrelationship, and of the 
complex values associated with small-scale 
fisheries. It is an attempt to make explicit the 
values of small-scale fisheries, which are either 
unnoticed or under-appreciated. It is hoped that 
this type of knowledge gets incorporated into 
the design of appropriate institutions, daily 
decision-making, as well as in broader 
considerations of governance. Through this 
work, the TBTI partnership and its members 
aspire to further the understanding of the 
diverse values of small-scale fisheries, and share 
it with the general public, raising therefore the 
visibility of this vital sector.

If you are keen to tell the world about the small- 
scale fisheries that you are familiar with, please 
complete the rapid assessment survey at 
http://toobigtoignore.net/researchcluster/diverse 
-ssf-values/. Your case study will be included in 
the 2nd edition of the photo e-book publication, 
which will be disseminated at the 3rd World 
Small-Scale Fisheries Congress, to be held in 
Chiang Mai, Thailand, in October this 
year https://toobigtoignore.wixsite.com/3wsfcon 
gress. 
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Small-scale fisheries of Cachoeira do Teotônio, Porto Velho, Brazil

"The small-scale ađtisanal fishing in the Teotônio
Wateđfall had been pđacticed fođ a hundđed yeađs in
a ıeđy peculiađ Ĳay. The fisheđmen built Ĳooden
pieđs aboıe the đocks, fđom Ĳheđe they used to catch
big catfishes Ŷ> ōmŷ duđing theiđ migđation, using
hađpoon. This đegion Ĳas đecently flooded by the
Santo Antônio hydđoelectđic plant đeseđıoiđ, Ĳhich
caused the communities to be đelocated upstđeam
and this type of fishing techniĐue to end, giıing
place to Ĳooden boats."

Fedeđal Uniıeđsity of Rondônia
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Dođia, C. R. C. ŶŎŌō8ŷ. Small-scale fisheđies of Cachoeiđa do Teotônio, Pođto Velho, Bđazil. In: Leis and Chuenpagdee Ŷeds.ŷ The Meaning of Small: Diverse Values of Small-Scale Fisheries. TBTI Publication Seđies, St. John's, 4L, Canada.
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Clam and shellfish fishery, Pernambuco State, Northeast Brazil

"FisheđĲomen pđoudly fish fođ clam and shellfish in
Peđnambuco State’s estuađies, located in the
Nođtheast đegion of Bđazil. Wooden đoĲboats ađe
used mainly fođ tđanspođtation to and fđom the clam
fisheđy ađeas. Childđen usually help theiđ motheđs by
stađting to fish fđom childhood."

3inistđy of Planning, Bđazil
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3attos, S.3.G. ŶŎŌō8ŷ. Clam and shellfish fisheđy, Peđnambuco State, Nođtheast Bđazil. In: Leis and Chuenpagdee Ŷeds.ŷ The Meaning of Small: Diverse Values of Small-Scale Fisheries. TBTI Publication Seđies, St. John's, NL, Canada.
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‘The waves wash our problems away’ - Caiçara community in Ubatuba, 
Southeastern Brazil

"A fisheđ pauses to contemplate the sunset as he
naıigates back home. Ađtisanal Caiçađa fisheđs fđom
Ubatuba, Bđazil, descđibe the pleasuđe of being at
sea as essential fođ theiđ emotional đesilience.
Accođding to them, it offeđs a souđce of đelief fđom
day-to-day stđuggles and pđoıides stđess đeduction
and hedonic pleasuđe."

Uniıeđsity of 3anitoba
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‘Faith in God, my family and my boat, what else could I ask for?’ - 
Caiçara community in Ubatuba, Southeastern Brazil

"A fishing boat in pđocession to celebđate São Pedđo
FisheđƄs day in Ubatuba, Bđazil. Faith in God, family
togetheđness, and fishing compose centđal elements
of Ĳhat locals call 'the simple life', Ĳhich in tuđn, is a
cođe ıalue in Caiçađa fisheđsƄ identity."

Uniıeđsity of 3anitoba
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Artisanal fisheries of Pontal do Paraná, Paraná State, South Brazil

"Seu Jaiđ leađned hoĲ to fish fđom his fatheđ at the
age of ten. Fishing has been pađt of the family
tđadition and passed doĲn fođ geneđations. It is in
the spiđit of Ĳhat Seu Jaiđ's sons haıe pđoudly
become - fisheđs. To them, ađtisanal fisheđies is pađt
of theiđ daily liıes, and is Ĳhat connects them as a
'big coastal family'."

3iđella de Oliıeiđa Leis
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Small-scale fisheries of Playa Lagarto, North Pacific, Costa Rica

"In ođdeđ to obtain subsistence catch to take home,
people fđom the community help fisheđs to take
boats to the beach, eĐuipment to Ĳađehouses and
Ĳith otheđ landing´s tasks. Otheđ social inteđactions
ađe đeinfođced thđough the landing actiıity. This kind
of social inteđactions đeinfođce the socio-cultuđal
ıalues of small-scale fisheđies in Latin Ameđica."

Helıen 4ađanjo-3adđigal
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Small-scale fisheries in Galapagos Islands, Ecuador

"In the late ōŕŔŌs, small-scale fisheđies became an
impođtant actiıity in Galapagos Islands. Fđom then
onĲađds, the inıolıement of the local population
Ĳith the fisheđies sectođ has gained đeleıance at the
social and economic đealms. Since its boom, many
thousands of migđants fđom the Ecuadođ mainland
ađđiıed to the islands to stađt a neĲ life. Afteđ a
couple of decades, hoĲeıeđ, the touđism industđy
Ĳithin the islands has incđeased, Ĳith mođe fisheđs
shifting to touđism-đelated jobs."

Uniıeđsity Leibniz Centđe fođ Tđopical 3ađine Reseađch ŶZ3Tŷ
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Small-scale fisheries in Puerto Lopez, Manabi Province, Ecuador

"Fishing actiıities haıe been playing a cđitical đole
Ĳithin Ecuadođian coastal communities since at least
Ő,ŌŌŌ B.C. Liıelihood pđoıision used to be the most
impođtant aim of small-scale fisheđies until the late
ōŕŒŌs, Ĳhen commeđcial fishing actiıities gained
đeleıance as an economic engine fođ the local fishing
ıillages. Cuđđently, in spite of thđeats to small-scale
fisheđies sustainability and the fishing communities'
ıiability, small-scale fisheđies ađe still a key element
in the local economy as a đeleıant souđce of income
and a social bonding element."

Uniıeđsity Leibniz Centđe fođ Tđopical Mađine Reseađch ŶZMTŷ
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Small-scale fisheries at Holbox Island, Mexico

"Julio Zapata pđoudlĸ acknoĲledges his fishing
heđitage. His dad 3iguel Zapata is descendant fđom
the eađlĸ mestizos and Euđopeans that settled at the
island in late ōŔŌŌ’s. Julio’s ancestođs pđacticed
fishing the 'tough Ĳaĸ' Ĳith simple geađs, Ĳooden
sailboats, and lots of fđee diıing. Julio successfullĸ
accomplished a college degđee, but he pđefeđs
fishing. Eıeđĸ afteđnoon afteđ filleting the fish fđom
the 'catch of the daĸ' he shađes the leftoıeđs!"

4adia T. Rubio-Cisneđos, 3. 3ođeno-Baez, A. Sáenz-Ađđoĸo, J. Gloıeđ, & D. Rissolo
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The tragedy of commercial fishing quotas in Lake Winnipeg, Canada

"Commeđcial small-scale fishing in Lake Winnipeg is
đegulated bĸ Đuotas on the thđee main economicallĸ
pđofitable species. Fisheđs maĸ bđing ŎŌ tubs of
Đuota fish peđ daĸ; oıeđ-Đuota hađıests cannot be
sold. Otheđ species ađe loĲ-ıalue bĸ-catch, Ĳheđe
shipping costs eķceed đeıenue. ConseĐuentlĸ, the
fisheđ is faced Ĳith a dilemma: eitheđ bđing in oıeđ-
Đuota fish and bĸ-catch at his/heđ oĲn eķpense Ŷand
điskŷ, ođ 'feed the fish to the eagles'. 3anĸ choose to
bđing in the fish to shađe Ĳith the communitĸ."

Duđdana Islam & Fikđet Beđkes
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Inshore fisheries of Bay de Verde, Newfoundland, Canada

"Inshođe fisheđs in Bay de Veđde haıe been fishing
cod fođ oıeđ ŏŌŌ yeađs. Atlantic cod has been a
souđce of social fođmation and inspiđation fođ
cultuđal life but also deeply embedded into local
socioeconomic settings. The Cod 3ođatođium in ōŕŕŎ
bđought big changes in Bay de Veđde and otheđ
small fishing communities in 4eĲfoundland. Today
the men in Bay de Veđde ađe amazed hoĲ codfish
has đetuđned, and ađe astonished that they ađe still
fishing in late 4oıembeđ."

Joonas Plaan
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Sustainable fisheries in Sitka, Alaska, United States of America

"Alaska’s coastal communities depend on access to
healthy, abundant fisheđies. The Alaska Longline
Fisheđmen’s Association ŶALFAŷ Ĳas fođmed in ōŕœŔ
to safeguađd this access and the health of coastal
fisheđies. ALFA pđomotes sustainable fisheđies and
thđiıing fishing communities thđough policy
adıocacy, collabođatiıe đeseađch, and innoıatiıe
pđogđams to suppođt young fisheđmen. ALFA is đun
by fisheđmen fođ fisheđmen."

Linda Behnken & Alyssa Russell 
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The Upper Cook Inlet set net fishery, Alaska, United States of America

"Set-netteđs test the Ĳateđs off the easteđn Kenai
Peninsula. On this opening day in ŎŌōŎ, the salmon
Ĳeđe not yet đunning at full fođce, giıing these
neĲcomeđs a chance to leađn hoĲ to opeđate theiđ
geađ. Alaska’s Uppeđ Cook Inlet ŶUCIŷ and Kenai
Peninsula ađe Ĳell knoĲn fođ theiđ abundant salmon
đuns, Ĳhich suppođt commeđcial, spođt, peđsonal-use,
and subsistence fisheđies."

Philip A. Lođing
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"The Bede ođ nomadic communities spend theiđ liıes
on houseboats and tđaıeling thđoughout the điıeđ
Ĳaĸs in Bangladesh. Being mostlĸ illiteđate and
eķtđemelĸ poođ, nomadic fisheđs depend on small-
scale fisheđĸ fođ theiđ emploĸment and income. Fođ
the fishing nomad, the hilsa ŶTenualosa ilishaŷ
fisheđĸ bđings mateđial success, Ĳhich fuđtheđ leads
to multiple đelational and subjectiıe benefits."

Nomadic fishers in the Meghna River Estuary, Bangladesh
3ohammad 3ahmudul Islam
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Small-scale bag net fisheries of Gir Somnath, Gujarat State, India

"Fishing is much mođe than just hađıesting. The bag
net fisheđy at the Ađabian Sea coast of Gujađat
entails multiple inteđactions among people fđom
diffeđent age, gendeđ, class and caste." 

Rajib BisĲal
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Small-scale flying fish roe fishery, Southwestern Kei Islands, Indonesia 

"Anchođed off 4uhuta Island, in Southeast 3aluku
distđict, this cđeĲ membeđ đests in betĲeen đoe
hađıest fishing tđips; dđĸing palm-leaf-floats fođ neķt
deploĸment. Depending on eķtent of spaĲning
actiıitĸ bĸ flĸing fish, boats maĸ be continuallĸ at
sea fođ up to tĲo Ĳeeks befođe đetuđning to land fođ
supplies." 

Diđk J. Steenbeđgen
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Small-scale purse seine fishery, Wuring, Flores Island, Indonesia

"The puđse seine fisheđy is the pđimađy liıelihood fođ
Bajo in Wuđing Laut Ĳho Ĳođk as cđeĲ and fish
tđadeđs. Befođe the puđse seine’s ađđiıal in the ōŕœŌ’s,
Bajo đelied on canoe fishing and đeef gleaning. 4oĲ
due to histođical, biological and economic factođs
they ađe đeliant on the puđse seine fisheđy fođ theiđ
liıelihoods."

Fđances Eıeđy
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Small-scale fisheries of Kamakura Bay, Japan

"A fishing boat setting off fđom the beach in one
Ĳinteđ mođning. They often sell theiđ catch on the
beach. Thđough this 'Beach 3ađket', people in
Kamakuđa can enjoy the bounty of the Kamakuđa
Bay."

Tamano 4amikaĲa
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Sakura shrimp small-scale fishery in Suruga Bay, Japan

"Fishing opeđation of Sakuđa shđimp ŶSergia lucensŷ
fisheđy duđing fall fishing season of ŎŌōŒ, in Suđuga
Bay, Shizuoka pđefectuđe, Japan. TĲo boats usually
Ĳođk togetheđ in Sakuđa shđimp fisheđy, and theđe
ađe tĲo fishing seasons in a yeađ, spđing and fall.
Duđing day time, the shđimp liıe ŎŌŌ meteđs beloĲ
the suđface, đising to őŌ meteđs at night time, Ĳhich
is Ĳhen this fisheđy usually takes place."

Yinji Li

LE
V

EL
 O

F 
I3

PO
RT

A4
CE DIVERSE S3ALL-SCALE FISHERIES VALUES

Ŏ

ŏ

Ő

ő

Ecosystem type
Main gear   
Target species  
Vessel type   
Number of small-scale fishers 
Number of small-scale fishing vessels

Ec
ol

og
ic

al
co

ns
eđ

ıa
tio

n

Co
nf

lic
t 

đe
so

lu
tio

n

Se
ns

e 
of

fđ
ee

do
m

En
ha

nc
ed

 
kn

oĲ
le

dg
e 

W
el

lb
ei

ng
 

an
d 

m
at

eđ
ia

l 
Ĳe

al
th

Li
ıe

lih
oo

d 
se

cu
đit

y

En
jo

ym
en

t 
an

d 
pl

ea
su

đe

Su
ff

ic
ie

nt
 

ca
tc

h 
an

d 
lif

es
ty

le

Se
ns

e 
of

 
pđ

id
e 

Re
sp

on
sib

le
 

go
ıe

đn
in

g 
sy

st
em

Co
m

m
un

ity
 

co
he

sio
n

Re
cđ

ui
tm

en
t 

of
 y

ou
th

Co
m

pl
ia

nc
e 

of
 đu

le
s 

an
d 

đe
gu

la
tio

ns

G
en

de
đ 

eĐ
ui

ty

Fa
iđ 

di
st

đib
ut

io
n 

of
 b

en
ef

its

mađine
boat seine

Sakuđa shđimp
poĲeđ dđiıen ıessel ŶōŎŌ-ŔőŌpsŷ; ōőm

ŕŏŏ
ōŎŌ

Li, Y. ŶŎŌōŔŷ. Sakuđa shđimp small-scale fisheđy in Suđuga Bay, Japan. In: Leis and Chuenpagdee Ŷeds.ŷ The Meaning of Small: Diverse Values of Small-Scale Fisheries. TBTI Publication Seđies, St. John's, 4L, Canada.

The 3eaning of Small: Diıeđse Values of Small-Scale Fisheđies
TBTI Publication Seđies

S3ALL-SCALE FISHERIES CHARACTERISTICS

Tokai Uniıeđsity

 
© Fisheđies Coopeđatiıe Association of Yui



Lagoon fisheries of Tarawa Island, Republic of Kiribati

"A man and his family fish in TađaĲa lagoon,
Republic of Kiđibati. The uđban capital of South
TađaĲa and đuđal 4ođth TađaĲa shađe the lagoon’s
fisheđies fođ daily food and liıelihoods. In a countđy
of loĲ‐lying islands and limited land ađea, I‐Kiđibati
people ađe at home in the ocean." 

Bđooke Campbell, Auđélie Delisle and Quentin Hanich
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'A way of life': Laamu Atoll, Maldives

"Pole-and-line fishing is Ĳoıen into the fabđic of the
3aldiıian cultuđe. These coastal communities haıe
pđacticed this sustainable method fođ centuđies; one
hook, one line, one fish at a time. This is a Ĳay of
life, upon Ĳhich the fisheđs and the local
communities depend."

Inteđnational Pole & Line Foundation ŶIP4LFŷ
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'The daily tuna run': Fuvahmulah, Maldives

"The fisheđmen in the Fuıahmulah leaıe befođe
daĲn to đeach đich fishing gđounds south of the
3aldiıian island in the Indian Ocean. Day bđeaks to
đeıeal oıeđ fifty dhonis fishing, using only hook and
line to catch skipjack tuna by hand. By midday, the
fisheđs đetuđn to hađbouđ Ĳith theiđ small holds full to
sell theiđ catch to mađkets Ĳaiting fođ them. This is
the daily tuna đun, upon Ĳhich the fisheđs and the
local communities depend."

Inteđnational Pole & Line Foundation ŶIP4LFŷ
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Artisanal fishing in Batan Estuary, Aklan Province, Philippines

"Ađtisanal fishing in Batan Estuađy in Aklan Pđoıince,
Philippines contđibutes to nutđition, Ĳith fish as the
main souđce of pđotein, and food secuđity in the
ađea.  The tĲo fisheđs on a non-motođized boat
enduđe the heat of the sun using gillnet to catch fish
pđoıiding food fođ theiđ families."

Alice Joan Feđđeđ,  L. Ađaneta, G. Defiesta, C. Pađcon, H. J. 3ediodia, J. Hopanda, S. IshikaĲa
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Freshwater fish sanctuaries, municipality of San Mariano, Philippines

"Ruđal communities in the Philippines often depend
heaıily on fđeshĲateđ fish as a souđce of food.
HoĲeıeđ, the đole of these small-scale fisheđies in
safeguađding the food secuđity of poođ households is
usually undeđıalued. Fuđtheđ, fđeshĲateđ ecosystems
ađe seıeđely thđeatened in the Philippines. In ŎŌŌő,
ōŏ bađangays Ŷıillagesŷ in the municipality of San
3ađiano pđoclaimed a fish sanctuađy, Ĳhich has
played an impođtant đole in conseđıing cđitically
endangeđed species."

Jan ıan deđ Ploeg
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Sainte Luce lobster fishery, Madagascar

"Fisheđmen in Sainte Luce pđepađe to depađt in the
half light of daĲn. Paddling on đound tđips of up to
ŏŌkm the fisheđs Ĳill check pots deployed oıeđnight,
set neĲ pots and đetuđn Ĳith lobsteđ to be sold to
collectođs on the beach, destined fođ global mađkets."

Stephen Long
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Zalala Beach small-scale fishery, Sofala Bank, Mozambique

"Zalala Beach lies along the pđoductiıe Sofala Bank
on 3ozambiĐueƄs centđal coast. The small-scale
fisheđĸ is chađacteđized bĸ high occupational
pđide. Fisheđs moıe fđom all oıeđ the countđĸ to fish
at Zalala Beach, fođm the economic backbone of
theiđ communitĸ, and ađe Ĳidelĸ đespected fođ
pđoıiding a ƃgood lifeƄ fođ theiđ families. HoĲeıeđ,
the fisheđĸ is challenged bĸ declining catch, limited
đegulations, and conflict betĲeen local and migđant
fishing cđeĲs."

Jessica Blĸthe
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Small-scale fisheries of Struisbaai, Western Cape, South Africa

"Stđuisbaai fisheđs ađe one of the last đemaining
tđaditional line fishing communities in the countđy to
utilize the colouđful tđaditional Ĳooden deckboats
called ƃchukkiesƄ. Today theiđ chukkies ađe a
bitteđsĲeet stđuggle betĲeen tđadition and
modeđnity. Heđe fisheđs ceđemoniously take pđide in
painting and đestođing theiđ boats duđing the off
season."

Kashiefa Pađkeđ & Stuađt du Plessis
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Dagaa fishery in Busekera village, Lake Victoria, Tanzania

"Dagaa Rastrineobola argentae  is the main fisheđy
at Busekeđa ıillage. The fisheđy is a majođ souđce of
liıelihood to the indigenous ƃjitaƄ tđibe and
immigđants that haıe settled in this ıillage. 3ajođity
of those engaged in the fisheđy ađe Ĳomen Ĳith
some eitheđ diıođced ođ ĲidoĲed. In addition, many
businesses Ĳithin the ıillage depends on the dagaa
fisheđy."

Joseph Luomba
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Small-scale fisheries of Merikarvia, Finland

"The Finnish coastal fisheđy is small-scale and family-
based actiıity. Although the economic significance of
commeđcial fisheđies has geneđally decđeased, the
fishing liıelihood is still highly ıalued in tđaditional
fishing ıillages such as 3eđikađıia. The couple Seppo
and Katja Laine, pđocess theiđ Baltic heđđing catches
into smoked, salted and mađinated heđđing pđoducts.
They sell these added-ıalue ađtisanal pđoducts
diđectly to consumeđs in autumn duđing numeđous
fish mađketing eıents ađđanged in lađgeđ cities."

Pekka Salmi
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Small-scale fishery of Skala Kallonis, Kalloni Bay, Lesvos, Greece

"Countless geneđations of small-scale fisheđs, passing
doĲn theiđ knoĲledge and passion, haıe kept the
fiđe of the Gđeek mađitime tđadition aliıe thđough
the millennia and haıe giıen life to a focal point of
the Gđeek cultuđe: its connection to the sea. On theiđ
handmade boat, Sotiđis and his bđotheđ keep the
tđaditions aliıe to this day."

Eiđini Ioanna Vlachopoulou & Seishiđo Sakita
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Artisanal fishing community, Azores, Portugal

"Ađtisanal fishing occuđs in all nine of the Azođean
Islands, Pođtugal, located in the mid-Atlantic Ocean.
Diffeđences eķist betĲeen the islands đelated to the
đole of Ĳomen in fishing; fđom financial management
of the boats to pđepađing the geađ ođ eıen going to
sea. Associations such as Ilhas em Rede, Ĳith
membeđs fđom all nine islands, and A3PA –
Association of Wiıes of Fisheđs and Boat OĲneđs of
Teđceiđa Island, Ĳođk to undeđstand and impđoıe the
đole and ıisibilitĸ of Ĳomen in fishing."

Alison Neilson & Rita São 3ađcos
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Small-scale fisheries of Cabo de Palos, Islas Hormigas MPA, Spain

"Ađtisanal fisheđs haıe been Ĳođking on the
coastlines of the Spanish 3editeđđanean Sea fođ
thousands of yeađs. Tđaditionally a family business,
these men and Ĳomen haıe shaped ouđ coasts and
cđeated ouđ tđaditions. Julio's gđandfatheđ Ĳas a
fisheđman and one of the pioneeđs of the ıillage of
Cabo de Palos, south Spain. He built the Viđgen del
Cađmen, a 5m long Ĳooden boat in ōŕŌŕ and since
then, it is the Ĳay of life of thđee family geneđations."

3iguel Lođenzi
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mall-scale fisheries contribute to society in many 
ways, including income, food security, sense of 
place, and ecological knowledge. This is a value 
proposition that deserves explicit recognition and 
consideration. TBTI is working towards a more 
comprehensive understanding of the diverse 
values of small-scale fisheries, especially through 
its research cluster ‘Diverse Small-Scale Fisheries 
Values’ coordinated by Derek Johnson, Alan 
White, Julian Idrobo, and TBTI project director 
Ratana Chuenpagdee. The ‘Diverse Values’ 
cluster fosters critical reflections on the reasons 
for which small-scale fisheries are either valued 
or overlooked. The cluster creates the space to 
build theoretically and methodologically sound, 
policy-relevant arguments for the values 

of small-scale fisheries at multiple scales and in 
diverse places while also recognizing the 
significant challenges they face. This photo e- 
book, and the larger study on diverse small- 
scale fisheries values it derives from, represents 
an initial step in understanding their range and 
significance in relative terms at a global scale. 
The photo e-book speaks to the question about 
the reasons why small-scale fisheries are 
valued and illustrates the types of 
contributions they make across the globe. Each 
chapter shows the breadth of values attributed 
to the small-scale fisheries in a location, 
reinforcing the importance of small-scale 
fisheries to millions of people who directly and 
indirectly depend on them.  
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hrough this photo e-book, the 32 case studies 
portray both the commonalities and differences 
in what small-scale fisheries mean from place 
to place. This is a simple message that 
emphasizes the need for more effort in 
highlighting the value of small-scale fisheries, 
especially through an in-depth exploration of 
what these values mean and how they 
contribute to fisheries resource governance and 
to societal well-being. It is the diversity and 
richness of the small-scale fisheries values that 
invite researchers, practitioners, policy makers 
and fishers to work together on improving their 
governance. 'The Meaning of Small’ shows that 
small-scale fisheries are not only ‘too big to 
ignore,’ but are also ‘too important to fail.’ 
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