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God's kind of church, where God is touching lives, and people care for people.



1. Life is short
   a. The lifespan of man is described as days
   b. Our longevity is likened to that of grass
   c. Grass blades live only for months or a season 
       before they are gone forever

What is your perspective of life? In our youth, we may
feel that we have a whole lifetime ahead of us as we
look forward to exploring the plethora of experiences
that life has to offer. As such, we do not often
consider the brevity of our lives. 

As the Psalmist David considered life’s frailty, he was
better able to appreciate the mercies of God, which is
the theme of his meditation in Psalm 103. 

“As for man, his days are like grass;
As a flower of the field, so he flourishes.

For the wind passes over it, and it is gone,
And its place remembers it no more.”

15

16

PSALM 103:15-16

COME AND WORSHIP
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“ A S  F O R  M A N ,  
H I S  D A Y S  A R E
L I K E  G R A S S ”

A  H U M B L E  P E R S P E C T I V E  O F
T H E  L I F E  O F  M A N



2. Our glory is passing
   a. There is beauty and glory when a flower 
       flourishes in the field
   b. But before long, the flower withers and dies
   c. Likewise, the glory of our successes and 
       achievements in life are also short-lived

3. No one is remembered forever 
    a. The place where the grass and flower reside 
        will not remember that they have once existed 
        after they wither away 
    b. No matter how great a name we attempt to 
        make for ourselves, generations after will not 
        remember us

The frailty of our lives on earth challenges us to find
a deeper meaning to life. As short as life may be, it
is a precious gift from God, who has also provided
all that we need to live significantly and
abundantly. Psalm 103 speaks of the benefits that
God has showered upon us out of the abundance
of His mercy! 

These blessings transcend the material things to
include the salvation of our souls from the power
and destruction of sin, enabling us to live
triumphantly without being trapped in the clutches
of the evil one. Let us learn to treasure this life and
use our days to pursue the Lord and His mercies! 
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M A K I N G  S E N S E  O F  O U R  L I V E S  



Call to Worship

Opening Prayer

Scripture Reading:

1. Genesis 26:13-16  

2. Genesis 26:17-21 

3. Genesis 26:22-25

Pastoral Prayer

Message: 

“The LORD appeared to him” 

Text: Genesis 26:13-25

Closing Prayer 

Pastor Charles Tan

Asia Tan, Chloe Tang 

& Bethany Toong 

Pastor Benjamin Quah

Pastor Charles Tan

Pastor Charles Tan
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YOUTH WORSHIP SERVICE 

27 NOVEMBER 2021

ORDER OF WORSHIP



P A G E  5

MY NOTES

“ T H E  L O R D  A P P E A R E D  T O  H I M ”
G E N E S I S  2 6 : 1 3 - 2 5

27 NOVEMBER 2021



Let us review what we have learnt at our last Youth Worship!

YWS MESSAGE - 20 NOVEMBER 2021
“BEGAN TO PROSPER” 
GENESIS 26:6-14

INTRODUCTION

1. A study of “Prosperity”

2. Common understanding

   a. Inherited wealth

       i. Abraham’s wealth

         “Abram was very rich in livestock, 

          in silver and in gold”                                                       Genesis 13:2

       ii. Isaac’s inheritance

           “And Abraham gave all that he had to Isaac”           Genesis 25:5

   b. Famine in the land

       i. Abimelech

         “Isaac went to Abimelech king of the Philistines”      Genesis 26:1

       ii.  Gerar 

           “So Isaac dwelt in Gerar”                                               Genesis 26:6 

AN OLD PROBLEM

1. A question raised

   “The men of the place asked about his wife”                    Genesis 26:7a
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REVIEW OF GOD'S WORD



2. The answer given

    a. Deception

       “She is my sister”                                                    Genesis 26:7b

    b. Fear

       “For he was afraid to say, ‘She is my wife’”         Genesis 26:7c

    c. Negative thought

       “Because he thought, ‘lest the men of 

       the place kill me for Rebekah, 

       because she is beautiful to behold’”                  Genesis 26:7d

ABIMELECH’S INTERVIEW WITH ISAAC

1. Isaac had dwelt in Gerar “for a long time”            Genesis 26:8a

2. Abimelech observed Isaac 

    “Showing endearment to Rebekah his wife”       Genesis 26:8b

3. Summoning Isaac

    a. Observation aired

       “Quite obviously she is your wife”                         Genesis 26:9a

    b. Query

        “So how could you say, ‘She is my sister’?”         Genesis 26:9b

    c. Isaac’s excuse

       “Because I said, ‘Lest I die on account of her.’”   Genesis 26:9c

    d. Reprimand of Isaac

        i. “What is this you have done to us?”                  Genesis 26:10a

        ii. “One of the people might soon have lain

           with your wife, and you would have

           brought guilt on us”                                           Genesis 26:10b

4. Abimelech’s command to his people

    a. “He who touches this man or his wife

        shall surely be put to death”                                 Genesis 26:11

    b, Abimelech showed he was “more righteous”

        than Isaac 
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ISAAC’S SOJOURN IN GERAR

1. Sowing

   “Isaac sowed in that land”                     Genesis 26:12a

2. Reaping

    “And reaped in the same year

    a hundredfold”                                      Genesis 26:12b

3. Reason

    “And the LORD blessed him”               Genesis 26:12c

AN ANALYSIS OF ISAAC’S SUCCESS

1. After his rebuke from Abimelech

   a. God cannot bless a deceitful person

   b. A new start

2. God began to bless

    a. Sowing

    b. Reaping

    c. Increase 

BEGINNING OF PROSPERITY

1. A description of his growing wealth

   a. “The man began to prosper”              Genesis 26:13a

   b. “And continued prospering”              Genesis 26:13b

   c. “Until he became very prosperous”   Genesis 26:13c

2. A second description of Isaac’s wealth

    a. “He had possessions of flocks”          Genesis 26:14a

    b. “And possessions of herds”               Genesis 26:14b

    c. “And a great number of servants”    Genesis 26:14c

    d. “So the Philistines envied him          Genesis 26:14d
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THE SECRET OF ISAAC’S WEALTH

2 Then the Lord appeared to him and said: “Do not go down to

Egypt; live in the land of which I shall tell you. 3 Dwell in this land,

and I will be with you and bless you; for to you and your descendants

I give all these lands, and I will perform the oath which I swore to

Abraham your father. 4 And I will make your descendants multiply

as the stars of heaven; I will give to your descendants all these lands;

and in your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed; 

5 because Abraham obeyed My voice and kept My charge, 

My commandments, My statutes, and My laws.”

Genesis 26:2-5

1. The Promise of the Lord

2. The Power of God

3. Fulfilment of His word of promise

CONCLUSION

1. To recognize:

   a. Our sinful tendencies

   b. Our fears

2. To rebuke:

    a. Our hearts

    b. Our sinful ways

3. To return:

    a. To God

    b. To obey
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TESSA TAN

REFLECTIONS
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The great famine
Last week at Youth Worship, we learned that a famine had
struck the land which Isaac and his family were dwelling in.
The Lord had assured Isaac that He would continue to bless
him amidst this difficulty, just as He had with his father
Abraham. However, instead of following through with
obedience, Isaac had allowed the fear in his heart to
consume him, leading him to deceive Abimelech. 

Isaac’s great fear
Isaac chose to focus on his fear instead of his faith, leading
him to commit the sin of deception. The fear of being killed
and putting his family in danger led him to tell a fib, lying
that Rebekah was his sister.

This sin that Isaac had committed would prevent God’s
promise of blessing from being actualised as Isaac had
failed to be righteous. Only with faith and obedience would
the promise of prosperity be fulfilled.

Written by
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To fight fear with faith
Though reacting to our fears may seem like a natural
response for all of us, we must learn to overcome it. The
threat of fear amidst the challenges in life can prevent us
from following through the Lord’s plan for us and may cause
us to stumble in our walk of faith. However, we need not dwell
in fear! The Lord has not given us a spirit of fear, but of
power, and of love, and a sound mind (2 Timothy 1:7), enabling
us with strength to triumph over our fears. Amidst the trials in
life, the Lord will continue to be with us through to the very
end, and bless us in His grace and mercy. 

Let us seek to return to the Lord and His Word, seeking to be
cleansed from our sins and learning to grow and develop a
strong and genuine faith in the Lord. Sometimes we may be
rebuked in our hearts, at times through our pastors and
teachers, but these will stand us in good stead, allowing us to
grow from our past mistakes and to look unto the Lord to
guide us through life. May we continue to sow in faith,
trusting that God will bless the work that we put in!
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We tend to read God as if He is like us;

We forget that His power is limitless!

God promised a son to Abraham and he laughed;

Sarah heard the same word and she too laughed!

 

“Is anything too hard for the LORD?”

We tend to limit our mighty God!

We look at facts and we incorrectly decide;

We must ask ourselves, “Does faith abide?”

 

Sarah laughed and she could not admit unbelief;

She was past child-bearing age; it was hard to believe!

God understands just how we feel and think;

But to trust God fully, we must not shrink!

 

God wants us to know that nothing is too hard for Him;

The LORD created the entire universe out of nothing!

“Is anything too hard for the LORD?” What is our answer?

May our faith in God and His Word be without measure!

 

Charles Tan 

Inspiration: Genesis 18:9-14

POETRY CORNER

IS ANYTHING TOO HARD
FOR THE LORD?



The challenges in life will not end, and it is one
reason why we need to pursue a deep and

steadfast faith that enables us to overcome them
courageously. In this week’s YW Newsletter,

Gabrielle Wan shares how the knowledge of God
that she has learnt at Youth Worship has inspired
her to pursue a stronger faith in Him, for she sees

this as a necessity to face life’s problems. 
 

Scan to read this week’s Newsletter
 

YW NEWSLETTER 
(27 NOV 2021)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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Dates:   6 - 9 Dec 2021 (Monday - Thursday)
                  Dates are tentative and subjected to change 
                  based on latest government restrictions

Venue:  Bethany IPC Main Sanctuary

Time:     9:00am to 11:00am daily

There will be refreshments for take-away.
Youth Worship Special is open to all who are 12 years old and above. 

DETAILS

SCAN TO REGISTER TODAY!

We can look forward to
learning what it means to have
a personal and meaningful
relationship with God with
these three aspects in mind:

GENESIS  1 7 : 1

YOUTH WORSHIP  SPECIAL  202 1

 "WALK BEFORE ME"

to Youth Worship 
Special 2021!9

D A Y S

Understanding how God
communicates with us 

Word

Improving Worship moments
Worship

Learning to walk with God 
Walk



The animosity that the Philistines had for Isaac was evident in their

malicious acts against him. Despite this pesky problem with the

Philistines, Isaac held fast to his faith and the Lord rewarded him by

blessing his ways.

Now, God’s hand of blessing in Issac’s life became clear to Abimelech,

who grew fearful of Isaac as a result. So Abimelech proposed to make a

peace treaty with Isaac to protect himself and his people. Given that

Abimelech and his people had expelled Isaac and created problem

after problem for him, how would Isaac respond to Abimelech’s

request? 

Join us at Youth Worship next week to learn about Isaac’s response. 

Scan QR code to register for Youth Worship:

4 DEC 2021
Message: “We have certainly seen that the LORD is with you”

Text: Genesis 26:26-34
4

DEC

YWS NEXT WEEK
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScohC5QAfLWDdLNWEzRfqqES67f_Izjf5UXE1a2UKKyF9yQ7g/viewform


Bethany Independent-Presbyterian Church
301 UPPER PAYA LEBAR ROAD, SINGAPORE 534934

www.bethanyipc.sg


