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“In 2018, Orbis trained
over 60,00 doctors and eye
health workers, conducted
nearly 4.5 million eye
screenings and
examinations and
performed 78,000
surgeries. We hope to keep
doing this, and more. With
your support, we are better
equipped to address the
80% of the 253 million
visual impairment cases
that are treatable and
curable.”

Stuart Dean
Chairman
Orbis Singapore Board
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Orbis Gala 2019, Live Our Dreams, was graced by Senior Parliamentary Secretary of the Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth, Mr Baey Yam Keng

Board of Directors
Chairman
Stuart L. Dean
Senior Advisor, ASEAN Advisory
Since 1 July 2017

Treasurer
Norman C. T Liu
Former CEO, GE Capital Aviation Services
Director since 1 December 2015; Treasurer since 21 July 2016

Directors
Ang Han Nian, Marcus
Consultant Ophthalmologist, Singapore National Eye Center
Since 19 July 2019

Seat Moey Eng-Kwok
Group Managing Director & Head, Capital Markets DBS Bank
Since 1 July 2017

Dato' Kulasegaran Sabaratnam
President, World Blind Union Asia
Since 23 Jun 2015

Rai Nur Arief Katimansah
Partner & Portfolio Manager, Sun Hung Kai & Co Ltd
Since 19 August 2019

Jason Moo
CEO, Goldman Sachs Singapore
Since 1 July 2017

Peter Mok Eck Piang
Counsellor, High Commission of the Republic of Singapore in London
Since 6 November 2019

Alvina Tan
Managing Director, Ark Advisors
Since 10 November 2017
All Board of Directors do not receive any benefit or remuneration from Orbis Singapore
The Charity held eight board meetings in FY2019

-
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ABOUT ORBIS INTERNATIONAL
Orbis is an international non-profit. Since 1982, we have been working to eliminate
avoidable blindness around the world as we believe no one should go blind from
conditions that are treatable, curable or preventable. We are headquartered in the
USA with 15 international offices and have worked in over 90 countries.

Our Vision

To transform lives through the prevention and treatment of
blindness.

Our Mission

With our network of partners, we mentor, train and
inspire local teams so they can save sight in their communities.
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WHAT WE DO
We bring people together in the fight against
avoidable blindness. We help countries build
the skills, knowledge and resources they need
to prevent blindness and provide the highest
quality eye care possible for all their people.
We train doctors, nurses and medical
technicians so that they can save and restore
sight; we train the entire eye care team from
health care workers to eye surgeons so that
they can work together in a cohesive unit. We
strengthen and improve eye health systems
by partnering with local hospitals, public
health agencies and fellow NGOs; we help our
partners find sustainable solutions to their
nation’s immediate needs and build capacity
for the future. We advocate to make fighting
blindness a priority, working at local,
national and international levels to
demonstrate the economic and social benefits
of a strong, effective eye health system.
We’re creating a permanent, united eye care
community: through our telemedicine
platform Cybersight, the Flying Eye Hospital,
our Volunteer Faculty (expert medical
volunteers) and our partners in local
countries. We are eliminating geographical
distances bringing the world’s ophthalmic
professionals together to fight blindness and
provide quality eye care for all.

HOW WE DO IT
Orbis integrates our tools into our work
around the world to develop country-specific
programs to fight blindness locally.

Volunteer faculty oculoplastics specialist Dr. Hee Joon Kim
of Emory Eye Center, Emory University, Atlanta, Georgia.
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Volunteer Faculty
We are proud to facilitate a community of
over 400 world leading medical
volunteers across 30 countries who lead
our training endeavours around the
world. Our volunteers herald from top
universities and hospitals around the
world and are expert trainers, providing
both hands-on skills exchange and
ongoing mentorship online.

In-Country Programs
The bedrock of the fight against
avoidable blindness, we strengthen and
improve eye health systems through
partnerships, to create strong eye
health systems so that in time they can
prevent avoidable blindness on their
own or with little intervention.

Flying Eye Hospital
The world’s only ophthalmic teaching
hospital on board an MD-10 aircraft,
bringing world-class training and much
needed attention to eye health in
developing countries. It is a teacher,
and adcovate and envoy.

Cybersight
Our award-winning telemedicine
platform, this tool scales up our medical
training and support to more than 100
countries around the world. It is equal
parts library, school and remotemedicine platform.
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ORBIS SINGAPORE

POLICIES: FUNDING SOURCES

POLICIES: RESERVES

STAFFING & VOLUNTEERS

The Charity is financially
supported by private donations
from individuals and
companies. It did not employ a
third-party fundraiser.

Orbis Singapore will ensure a
reserve of approximately six
months of operating expenses
so that the organisation will
have sufficient capital to meet
any outstanding
commitments.

The scope of work for the
organisation requires the
support of three full-time
employed staff. In FY2019,
there were two full-time
employees and a part-timer.
It continues to seek
candidates to fill the third
position of Development
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2019 IMPACT

66,006
TRAININGS TO PROFESSIONALS

1,541,485
EYES SCREENING/ EXAMS
GIVEN TO CHILDREN

58,050
SURGERIES & LASER TREATMENTS
PERFORMED

AWARD-WINNING TELEMEDICINE
PLATFORM

74
19
144

PROJECTS in

COUNTRIES
VOLUNTEER FACULTY

DEPLOYED TO TRAIN LOCAL EYE
CARE TEAMS

59

HOSPITAL-BASED TRAINING

PROGRAMS & FLYING EYE
HOSPITAL PROGRAMS
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HGHLIGHTS OF ORBIS
SINGAPORE’S ACTIVITIES

VIETJET COMMITS VND23 BILLION TO SUPPORT ORBIS’S ACTIVITIES IN VIETNAM
On 28 August 2019 in Hue, Vietnam, leading airline
VietJet Air committed a grant of VND23 billion
(USD1 million) to support the expansion of Orbis
eye treatment facilities across Vietnam. The grant
agreement was entered into by Orbis Singapore and
VietJet Air at a ceremony to mark the visit of Orbis's
Flying Eye Hospital to Hue.
Funds from Vietjet will enable Orbis to expand the
number of treatment and screening centres to 17
facilities over the next few years, with the six
additional centres to be located in Hanoi, Ho Chi
Minh, Danang, Dak Lak, Thanh Hoa and Binh Dinh.
It will each year enable thousands more screenings
and treatments to be done in Vietnam to mitigate
infant and diabetic retinopathy, which are the cause
of 30% of childhood blindness and blindness in
those over age 35 respectively.

VietJet Air signed a grant agreement at the Orbis Flying Eye
Hospital Program in Hue, Vietnam.
(From left: Mr Tran Hoai Nam, Vice President of VietJet Air, Ms
Huong Tran, Country Director of Orbis Vietnam, Mr Norm Liu,
Board Director of Orbis Singapore)
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ENERGON-BWLEH-ORBIS REACH PROGRAM IN KARNATAKA, INDIA
The Energon-BWLEH-Orbis REACH Project aims to reduce visual impairment due to uncorrected
refractive errors among school-going children in all blocks of Chamarajnagar district and Doddaballapur
block of Bangalore rural district in Karnataka, India.

Achievement January-December 2019

*Number of spectacles provided is higher than the prescription as it includes delivery of spectacles prescribed in Q4 2018.
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ORBIS MASS BLINDFOLD LUNCH

On 16 November 2019, Orbis Singapore held a
mass blindfold lunch at SCAPE to raise
awareness of the challenges facing people with
visual impairment and how we can lend a helping
hand to make their lives better.
Participants were blindfolded before walking in
groups to the lunch hall where they had a bento
meal in darkness. Persons with visual
Impairment from Dialogue in the Dark,
Singapore guided participants to each table and
shared their stories of living with visual
impairment with them.
The Singapore Association of the Visually
Handicapped (SAVH) members wrapped up the
afternoon by providing a relaxing head and
shoulders massage for participants at a donation.

.

BLINDFOLD LUNCH IN SCHOOLS
SATS provided $5,000 to support Orbis blindfold
lunches in schools. Groups of SATS employees
went through the blindfold lunch activity before
they volunteered as facilitators to guide school
students. The activity was carried out at Teck

Ghee Primary School on 10 October 2019.

Students learnt fun facts about the eye, enjoyed
the quizzes and experienced having lunch
without their sight. It was an educational and fun
activity for the students. At the end of the
session, students were asked to reflect on the
experience and they expressed their thoughts on
artwork.
Through SATS Food Services, they also provided
140 bentos for Orbis’s Community Blindfold
Lunch activity at SCAPE.
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On 28 March 2019, a warm community of
professionals from the aviation, legal and financial
services sectors came together to support the
cause of preventing avoidable blindness and
celebrated Orbis's work in Southeast Asia.

The event was graced by Singapore’s Senior
Parliamentary Secretary of the Ministry for
Culture, Community and Youth, Mr Baey Yam Keng.
Orbis’s 15-year-old beneficiary, Ms Tran Anh Trinh
Do flew from her hometown in Vietnam to
Singapore to share with our guests how she
received help from Orbis-trained doctors when she
met a road accident that had almost blinded her.
The flight and accommodation of Trinh and her
family-companion were sponsored by The
Singapore Airlines and Shangri-la. Orbis and our
guests were very proud of the medical team that
assisted with the eye treatment and surgery, and
more so when we heard that Trinh wanted to be a
doctor for Orbis when she grows up.
Guests were entertained by local song writer and
singer, Steven Choo and his band. Steven Choo
wrote a compelling song for the Rohingya

who suffered the crisis in COX Bazar, where
Orbis works with partners to treat and
prevent avoidable blindness. It was a
heartwarming evening of networking,
delectable dinner and performances at
Shangri-la, Singapore.

Lai Ah Eng, Adjunct
Senior Fellow at the
Asia Research Institute,
National University of
Singapore showed Prof.
Yogesan Kanagasingam
of TeleMedC the wildlife
photos she took that
were being auctioned
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ORBIS REGIONAL GALA, HONG KONG ON 30 OCTOBER 2019

Euromoney, a leading
financial business
publisher and
conference organizer,
holds its annual
Airfinance Journal in
the fall in Hong
Kong. Orbis
Singapore initiated
the regional effort
with its counterparts
to hold an inaugural
gala on 30 October,
2019. The charity
dinner was attended
by delegates of the
conference at Conrad
Hotel, Pacific Place,
Hong Kong.

“…Finally, much thanks to all the
sponsors gathered here. We are
so grateful for your generosity.
Look around, pretty much all of
the top firms in aircraft leasing
are represented here from the
East and West, plus many of the
top service providers in aviation
law and multiple airlines.”
Norman Liu
Orbis Singapore Board
Former GECAS Chairman
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ORBIS SINGAPORE’S FINANCIALS
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IN 2019,
SUPPORTERS
GENEROUSLY
GAVE OVER

$818K

TO ORBIS SINGAPORE

Orbis Singapore receives private restricted
and unrestricted donations from companies
and individuals through program
sponsorships, online campaigns and events.
It periodically remits funds to Project Orbis
International, Inc., its headquarters in New
York to fund its sight-saving work around the
world.
Through its regional efforts, unrestricted
funds grew by over 130% from 2018 to
$817,913 in 2019. Its fundraising efficiency
ratio is 26%. The multi-year restricted
funding from Energon for Orbis India’s
REACH (Refractive Error Among Children)
project ended in 2019. Total Current Assets
increased by 60% to $1,020,160, improving
net assets from ($68,810) to $291,346 over
the financial year.

One key personnel received remuneration
as salary and allowances, and
contribution to the Central Provident
Fund of between $100,000-200,000
during the financial year, and the key
personnel does not serve as a governing
board member of the charity.
Orbis’s Auditors, BDO LLP, conducted the
audit in accordance with the provisions of
the Singapore Companies Act, Chapter
50, the Charities Act, Chapter 37 (the
“Act”), other relevant regulations and
Financial Reporting Standards in
Singapore (“FRS”).
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FUTURE PLANS AND COMMITMENTS

STAFFING
The Orbis Singapore team leverages the
experience and network of the Singapore
Board, as well as collaborating with specific
talents and expertise of the global team –
with resource support from regional offices –
to form strategically aligned partnerships,
develop and bring across quality eye care
programs to Southeast Asia and beyond.

ACTIVITIES
Orbis Singapore plans to continue to expand
its presence in Southeast Asia through
regional events such as galas in conjunction
with key health and aviation conferences, its
industry’s thought-leaders, blindfold lunches
in schools, partnering companies’ corporate
social responsibility activities and social
media reach.

It also plans to raise the awareness on the
importance of eye health by working with
related partners and the Health
Promotion Board to promote healthy
lifestyle, encourage early eye screening to
prevent diabetes and eye diseases that
could result from diabetes through social
media posts and our industry’s thought
leaders’ support. It will continue to build
the social consciousness of people in
Singapore of the challenges faced by those
with visual impairment, develop empathy
in them and increase their knowledge on
how to help.
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“A big thank you to
all our corporate
sponsors who not
only help us fight
avoidable blindness
in Southeast Asia
and beyond, but
also raise
awareness in
Singapore on the
importance of eye
health through your
corporate social
responsibility
initiatives and
activities in the
community.”
Elaine Woon
Director

Orbis Singapore serves as a development office to support
our sight-saving work in Southeast Asia and beyond.
Singapore is a highly regarded medical and commercial
hub. We partner our advanced eye care facilities,
ophthalmologists and donors to bring across quality eye
care services across Southeast Asia. We engage companies
and residents to raise awareness of the importance of eye
health, organising blindfold lunches in schools, companies
and the community.
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Thank You For
All Your Support

