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Orbis India publishes a quarterly newsletter spotlighting Orbis’ activities and events, latest news
from partner institutions, upcoming events and inspiring stories along the Orbis journey.
We welcome you to browse, read and share this!

From the Director’s Desk
Greetings from Orbis!
Welcome to the first edition of our newsletter this year!
We have had a good start to 2019. We launched the Orbis India website. It will be yet another
resource for you to explore all things Orbis.
This quarter we had more than one opportunity to come together and celebrate. Besides the staff
birthdays, we celebrated Dinesh Chandra our Director-Finance and Operations’ fifth work
anniversary, Women’s Day and Orbis Day.
Besides, I want to congratulate Dr. B.K. Jain for receiving the Centre for Sight Lifetime
Achievement Award for his outstanding contribution towards eye care and the community at large.
Read through for more stories and highlight from around the country and beyond.
All the best!
Dr. Rahul Ali
Country Director - India
Orbis
For the latest on Orbis activities, please follow us on facebook.com/orbis.in/

Our Flying Eye Hospital landed
in Jamaica
The first Flying Eye Hospital project of
2019 has been completed– marking the
8th time the plane has landed in Jamaica
and our 25th project in the Caribbean!
Throughout the three-week project, the
team was joined by 22 Orbis Volunteer
Faculty from various parts of the world
who shared their knowledge and skills
with local teams. Faculty who
volunteered at the FEH program in
Jamaica were from the US, Canada, UK,
India and Mexico. The current state of
eye health across the Caribbean is a
challenge and through this program in
Jamaica, the aim was to strengthen the
skills of eye teams not only from
Jamaica, but across the region.

Check out our new website
We are excited to announce the launch of the newly designed website for Orbis India! With this digital
face of the organization in the country, our goal is to provide everyone an easier way to learn about our
work as well as reach out to us with ease.
To find out more log on to:
orbis.org

We celebrated Women’s Day at Orbis
International Women’s Day is held on March 08 every year. It is a day when we celebrate the amazing
achievements of women - while also campaigning for greater progress towards gender equity. This
year, Orbis India surprised all the women at work with flowers and gifts on their desks – a token of
appreciation for making a difference! While we and our partners continue to positively impact the lives
of girls and women through our work.

Dr. B.K. Jain was honoured by Center for Sight with Lifetime Achievement Award
Our hearty congratulations to Dr. B.K. Jain, Trustee & Director of Shri Sadguru Seva Sangh Trust for
receiving the Lifetime Achievement Award for his outstanding contribution towards and work in the field
of eye care and rural development. Center for Sight honoured him with the award at iFocus-Hyderabad
on Jan 25, 2019. Orbis' first association in India was with Dr. B.K. Jain and Sadguru Seva Sangh Trust.
It is great to see the success of our partners and their commitment towards the cause of fighting
avoidable blindness.

ICOM reaches Bangladesh
Integrated Community Outreach Module (ICOM) is a comprehensive software solution that effectively
allows linkage between community eye health and individual eye health to make outreach initiatives
more effective. We are pleased to say that the software, that many of our partners use in India, has now
found its way beyond our borders. ICOM is being used by Orbis Bangladesh and their partners for their
Diabetic Retinopathy program. The software can be availed to great effect in planning, conducting and
managing outreach initiatives for better eye health, the focus being better patient engagement and
continuity of care.

Orbis Day at the India office
Orbis Day is an annual day observed by Orbis offices across the world to celebrate the work we do and
the values that bind us together. This time around we decided to make the whole week special. On Day
1 each member of the Orbis India team adopted a plant to nurture and grow at their desks. Day 2 – the
office was decorated and made ready for the celebration. Day 3 and 4, surprise goodies awaited us at
our desks. And on Orbis Day we cut a special Orbis Flying Eye Hospital themed cake and headed out
to an adventure park to foster team spirit through games and sports.

Wall paintings at
schools through
Orbis REACH IEC
plan
Fresh and colorful paintings
will welcome you as you
walk into schools in Satna
and Kanchipuram where
Sadguru Netra
Chikitsalaya, Chitrakoot
and Sankara Netralaya,
Chennai, respectively, have
implemented REACH. Wall
paintings are a great way to
communicate with children.
Besides, seeing these
paintings everyday
reinforces their eye health
learnings. To find out
more about IEC materials,
please contact:
info.india@orbis.org

How Glaucoma Week was observed at CLGEI
Orbis partner, C.L. Gupta Eye Institute celebrated Glaucoma Week between March 10-16, 2019. They
conducted an awareness rally which was organized by the hospital staff in Moradabad city. A poster
competition was also held for students from the optometry school. During the week, a CME on low
vision aids was also conducted which was attended by 90 participants including medical and
paramedical professionals. It was a great way to observe the week!

Dinesh Chandra has completed five years at Orbis
Dinesh Chandra, Director - Finance and Operations has completed five years in his second run at
Orbis. We would like to take this opportunity to congratulate him and thank him for his contribution.
Dinesh worked with Orbis the first time between 2008 and 2011. He began his second innings with us
in 2014. We wish him all the best and hope he continues to enrich and take Orbis forward through his
work.

Stories along the
Orbis journey!

Arushi, a five-year-old had squint which her
mother had noticed when she was younger.
They were very concerned that her eye
problem might affect her academic
performance as well as her marriage
prospects when she would come of age.
However, her parents thought she was too
young for any medical intervention. A
neighbour told them about C.L. Gupta Eye
Institute, an Orbis partner, and that they deal
with child eye problems. Orbis has been
working with the hospital from 2014 to build
and support their capacity in the area of
pediatric eye care. Arushi was advised surgery
at the earliest as it could cause further
problems if not treated early. Today, following
successful treatment, her parents’ happiness
knows no bounds. Stories like Arushi’s inspire
us and demonstrate how timely intervention
can positively impact lives of little ones and
their families.

Upcoming events
May 25-26, 2019
Midterm Conference of U.P. State Ophthalmological Society, Ambedkarnagar, India

June 5-8, 2019
13th Annual Meeting of World Association of Eye Hospitals, London, UK
June 8-9, 2019
15th Annual Conference of Vision 2020: INDIA, Achieving Universal Eye Health for Everyone and Everywhere,
Chennai, India
June 10-11, 2019
World Congress on Clinical, Pediatric and Neuro Ophthalmology, Perth, Australia
July 06-07, 2019
Intraocular Implant & Refractive Society of India - “IIRSI Chennai 2019” Keep Pace with Global Ophthalmic
Innovations, Chennai, India
July 12-13, 2019
4th Retina Summit Meeting on “Pediatric Retina”, Chennai, India
July 12-14, 2019
“Satavahana iCon 2019” 5th Telangana State Ophthalmological Conference, Karimnagar, India

Upcoming events
July 26-28, 2019
“ARVO-India IERG-2019” 26th Indian Eye Research Group Meeting, Chennai, India
July 29-30, 2019
18th Asia Pacific Ophthalmologists Annual Meeting, Melbourne, Australia
August 03-04, 2019
“ISCKRS Meet 2019” Annual Conference of Indian Society of Cornea and Keratorefractive Surgeons, New Delhi,
India
August 03-05, 2019
4th India International Optical & Ophthalmology Expo 2019, Hyderabad, India
August 09-11, 2019
“Salem Eyecon 2019” The 67th Annual Conference of Tamil Nadu Ophthalmic Association, Salem, India

August 09-11, 2019
“BOA Focus 2019” XXVII Annual Conference of Bombay Ophthalmologists’ Association, Mumbai, India
August 22-23, 2019
29th International Congress on Vision Science and Eye, Vienna, Austria
August 24-25, 2019
Delhi Retina Meet 2019, New Delhi, India
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Orbis is a leading global non-governmental organization that
has been a pioneer in the prevention and treatment of blindness
for over 30 years. Orbis transforms lives by providing the skills,
resources and knowledge needed to deliver accessible quality
eye care. Working in collaboration with local partners, Orbis
provides hands-on training, strengthens eye care infrastructure
and advocates for the prioritization of eye health on public
health agendas. In India, the focus is specially on children,
where Orbis has established the world’s largest network of
Children’s Eye Centers: 33 centers across 17 states.
When we can see, it can be easy to take our vision for granted.
But giving vision to someone who doesn’t have it is lifechanging. And we change lives!

