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Tha complesity in locabing a naw retal environment
For Benetton in [ehran 15 self evident. Benetton's
international reputation for asking provocative
guestions about society, media and fashion is
presented in Iran with perhaps the most potent
set of guestions it has yet to address. How ro
we negoliate the re‘ation between @ multi-nabanal
retailer and the speefc circumstences in Tehran?
Herw might & new building address issues of brand-
ing In an urban context and estabhsh a pletform for
the neqotiation ol sexual aod spatial politcs pres-

et here?

[he opportunity 1o design two stores within one
overal context is a chellengng one but which pres-
ent an opporiunity to demonsirate how a sngle
identity can motate and adjust accorging to dif-
Ferent urbas conditions. Whale both stores lie on
Valar Ars. street, the contexts very greathy from
the [ealy and refined northern suburh of XXKX 1o
the grit and actnty of XXX We have therefore
understood the project as an opporiunity to design
a new Henetton store type far Tehean, which cen
vary between locations but which. in 2ach ocation
stands as a particular response to that place.

The conflusnce of these twa issves - the polbcs
ol the retail project in this environment and the
nppartunity of warking on 2 sites has lad ta our

approach.

The building hes been understond in 7 parts -
an INNER" component containing the shop. office
and residential environments and an "DUTER™
componant which modclates the engagement be
tween this nner core and the urban reelm, Both
CENTINeals ||i:|'|'|‘.' d ||F.'!:||'HE' IJ'r '|'i:||'ii:'|.|:|'['|' -Hllil.'ll
enables ar nfinite degree of varetion in terms of
privacy both within the building and between the

inside and outside.

The inner-outer strateqgy is, like the grid
of the Persian cvourtyard house, a famil-
iar characteristic of ranian city organisation
conflated to a public scale. [he toughness of
[ehran's streets when compared to the richness
ol the apartrent interiors is repeated here ir the
testured oysier shell corcealing a sensuous. fine

grained interior

In material terms, the wner areas have a soltness
whict 1s appropriate to their semi-private nature
and & hxuriousness appropriate for a high qualty
retail environment. Materials such as viorifed ties
recall Persian traditions while colours - red. yeliow
and green - subtly remnfarce the Benettan margue,
embedding its colours in the very structure of the
huilding tself

lhig pearl-like inner is then protected by a robust
puter shell which protects it from the elements
while aizo caretu ly modulating degrees of privacy
and exposuce to the inner comporent beneath.
Like an oyster, this shell protects the pear| inside
but also acts as a filter between externel elements
and the inner sancium. The shell iz constricied
fronn shonped glass, Tlat end sheer on e ionver
surface and rough and texiured on the outer. Ts
vextured outer surface recalls both ancient Per
gian glass technology and provides further oopar-
twnity 1o manage cifterent degrees of opacity and

rANSHArENCy.
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tartan grid

DEMINGS

lhe wner componeat = organised aceording 1o the
ogic of the Persian courtyard house The use of
g tartan grid to arrange varying evels ot public and
privata space. to contain circulation componznis
snd to organse cirgulation 10 maximise provacy
have been embedded in the Benettan store. In
conflating this ‘ogic to urban scale. a familiar spa-
tial mode! s reproduced but wih greater levels of
complexty. By pushing the logic of this tartan grid
and courtyard system, visitors tov the store are
confronted by unexpected justapos bons between
public and private space. [hus the spalial paltics
Tor whech Iran is s well known are challenged here
and with this challenge questions will be asked ol
vaitors - questions they will take back to the
city once they leave the store,

The nyster analogy 15 nstructive not only for ns re

ation to the idea o’ the chador but also in the way
that an oyster shell takes on the character of
its environment with the weathering of the shell
Thus the two locations on XXXX can be macked by
the same logic but & d Ferent outcome due to the
context of each place [urther, the textu-ed outer
surface of the glass will trensfarm over time in re

sponse to the weathering that is unevoideble n such
a oolluted environment. Like the crguler windows
of Scarpa’s Banco de Poplare n Yerona, the glass
skin and its copper brackets wil result in quiced

staimng and patination

Thus. this project (hke the sdvertising for which
Benetion is so wel knowr] asks guestions of us
all. The limits of male-female interaction in public
space. the extent 1o which a private interior & ex-
posed to the exterior. toe roke of a cloak (our shell}
n conceahng what lies beneath - &l are 1ested here
and. with this 1esting, 'he opportunity exists for
Benetton to act as a true catalyst a5 a culturs
contnues 1o redefine tself and ta renegabate s
poundaries
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