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Abstract 

Status of girl’s education has been a positive impact on their outlook and helps them in the society. The world cannot exist 
without women. They have every right as men but the traditional society has been blinded by the false notion by considering women 
as beneath the men in all the sphere of life. As a result, it has become very important to remove this particular notion and assigned the 
women her rightful position i.e. on the same platform as men. This can only be achieved when girls are educated and they realized 
their true position. Therefore, education of girls has become very important. The other way of removing these atrocities is by erasing 
the traditional attitude of parents towards education of the girls into a favorable and supportive attitude. It has particularly important in 
hill districts since it has the lowest girls literacy rate. It is important for the parents to truly and honestly develop a favorable attitude 
towards the education of girls. In terms of literacy, Manipur (79.21%) is higher than All India (72.99%) average. Among the North 
Eastern States of India, Mizoram ranks first and Manipur fifth as per 2011 census. As recorded in 2011 census, Imphal West District 
ranked first among the districts of Manipur with 86.08 percent literates which are followed by Churachandpur District with 82.7 % 
and Chandel with 70.05% Dept of Education as of least literate district in Manipur. Thus, education is a powerful weapon we can use 
to change the world. As such necessary step can be taken up to further cause of education. The area of hilly districts in the whole of 
Manipur is the most backward in the area of women’s education. 
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Introduction 

Education is very important for every child whether boys or girls. It is sad that some communities still discriminate against 
the education of the girl child. Women and girls in the developing country are often denied opportunities for education. Lack of 
education limits prospects, decrease family income, reduce health, put women and girls at risk of trafficking and exploitation and limit 
the economic advancement of the entire countries. About two century back, education was merely informative. The child was 
considered as a pitcher into which the teacher poured "gallon of empirical facts/' The child was made to remain quiet and receptive. 
But today the world is passing through rapid changes. For a country which has accepted the goal of democratic egalitarian society, 
promotion and development of women's education is foregone commitment. Indeed in the overall development of a country, women's 
education is greatly needed and it is also the key to unlock the door to modernization. World education believes that education for 
girls and women is the single most effective way to improve the lives of individual families as well as to bring economic development 
to poor communities worldwide. The girl child of today is tomorrow's woman. If tomorrow's woman is to become equal partner with 
man, there is a great need to accord the girl child her rightful share of dignity and opportunity. The system of that of Urban is 13.77%. 
Average literary rate of Chandel were 70.1%, out of which male and female literacy were 76.7%and 63.7% respectively. 
 
Justification of the Study 

Girl's education has a positive impact on their outlook which helps them to improve their status. Education spread their 
outlook in different sectors and their outlook broadened. They become thriftily independent and thus elevate their standard of living. 
Home is the first school and mother is the first teacher. And therefore a society cannot function effectively when the women are 
uneducated and ignorant. Thus women's education is very important and essential for the development of the society or the nation. A 
common view that spending money on girls is useless or that it's an extravagant things to educate them as they will be married off to 
another family hinders their education. Though other areas are important, girls getting education through schools is the single most 
effective way of tackling poverty. It increases life expectancy, reduces family size, improved child survival, raises productivity and 
enable women to demand a voice in both private and public life. "Education of boys is education of one person, but education of a girl 
is the education of the entire family," said Jawaharlal Nehru, while underlying the importance of girls' education. Therefore in order to 
bring upliftment of the society and development education of girls is the priority step to be taken up. In term of literacy, Manipur 
(79.21%) is higher than the All-India (72.99%) average. Among the North Eastern States of India, Mizoram ranks first and Manipur 
fifth as per 2011 census. As recorded in 2011 census, Imphal West District ranked first among the districts of Manipur with 86.08 
percent literates which are followed by Churachandpur District with 82.78 percent and Chandel with 70.05 percent as the least literate 
district in Manipur. Table-1 presents the districts wise literacy rate of Manipur. If the overall development of a country is to be sought 
for, the first step is education. In a progressing country like India, it is important to have educated people. The present study on the 
attitude of the parents towards the education of girls will throw light as to their viewpoint. As such necessary step can be taken up to 
further the cause of education. The area of Chandel has been taken up as it is the most backward district in the whole of Manipur in 
the area of women's education. Table 1, District wise literacy rate of Manipur (2011 census)  
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Table 1, District wise literacy rate of Manipur (2011 census) 
 

 
 

Therefore, it is considered justified to do the study in Therefore, it is considered justified to do the study in this particular 
district. Chandel district has been taken up as the investigator finds it convenient to cover the sampling given the limited time factor of 
the research. Finding of the present study will be of immense help for policy makers, programs framers and in improving the parental 
attitude towards girl education. Little research work on the current area of research has been done. The present study also attempt to 
fill up the gap in this area of research. Since the research is to be conducted within a limited period, the research will be delimited to 
the following: The present study will be conducted on parental attitude towards girl's education in Chandel district. The present study 
will be confined in the rural and urban areas parental (mothers and fathers) attitude towards girl's education in Chandel Districts. Since 
the research is to be conducted within a limited period, the research will be delimited to the following: The present study will be 
conducted on parental attitude towards girl's education in Chandel district. The present study will be confined in the rural and urban 
areas parental (mothers and fathers) attitude towards girl's education in Chandel Districts. Kekde P.S-Patil (1988) in his analytical of 
the present role of educated women as against the role expectations by the protagonist of women's education in the modern period, 
found that education can not only help women's progress, develop professional ability, skills and mental ability, but it also enables 
women to become responsible mothers and to rear their children in a scientific way. G.K. Ghosh and Sukla Ghose (1997) in their book 
entitled "women of Manipur" dealt with women belonging to various groups, sub groups, their joy and sorrow impact of various races, 
their contribution to the society at large and action plan have to develop from various angle, social, political, economic. The book 
dealt women and education and working women. It would be useful for planners, social scientists, tourist and various scholars who 
have interest on the study relating to Manipur and development of all sections of women. Boutros Ghali (1997), the former General 
Secretary of United Nations remarked, without progress in the situation of women, there could be no true social development. Human 
rights were not worthy of the name if they excluded the female half of humanity. The struggle for women's equality was part of the 
struggle for a better world for all human beings and all societies Singh (2012) conducted a study to find out the relationship between 
academic achievement and parental involvement among higher secondary school students. The required data was collected from 
random sample of 400 higher secondary school students (200 male students and 200 female students) taken from Bathinda and Mansa 
District in Punjab by administering Parental Encouragement Scale. The study revealed a significant positive relationship between 
academic achievement and parental involvement. 
 
Statement of the problem: a Study of Parental Attitude towards Girl’s Education inthe Hill Area of Manipur 
Definition of the key words used 
 
Girl education: Female education is a catch-all term for a complex of issues and debates surrounding education for females. It 
includes areas of gender equality and access to education, and its connection to the alleviation of poverty. 
 
Parental attitude: Parental attitudes constitute the main social influence that the child experiences during his earliest years. 
These attitudes together with the frustrations they impose, the techniques of control, and the provocative they offer serve as originative 
forces on the child's behavior, especially during the formative years. 
 
Parental education: A parent education program is a course that can be followed to correct and improve a person's parenting skills. 
Such courses may be general, covering the most common issues parents may encounter, or specific, for infants, toddlers, children and 
teenagers. 
 
Parental Job: Parental Occupation is defined as the main work undertaken by the parent/guardian. 
 
Objectives of the Study 
1. To find out the attitude of the parents of different educational level towards education of girls;  
2. To find out the attitude of parents towards the education of girls with different level of income;  
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3. To find out the attitude of parents towards the education of girls with different occupation;  
4. To find out the remedial measures for further improvement of girl education. 
 
Hypotheses 
1. There is no significant difference in the attitude of the parents of different education level towards the education of girls;  
2. There is no significant difference in the attitude of the parents of different income level towards the education of girls;  
3. There is no significant difference in the attitude of the parents of different occupations towards the education of girls;  
 
Research Design 
The population & Sample of the present: The study was confined to the parents of a girl's child in the Chandel District. The samples 
for the present study consist of 100 parents, out of which 50 will be from urban area and 50 from rural areas of the Chandel District. 
The Simple Random Sampling method was applied for the present study.  
 
Tool & Administration of the study: For the completion of the present study, the researcher chose to use a self developed 
questionnaire. For the construction of the questionnaire, the investigator made- 40 questions for the parents of the Chandel District. 
After considering the questions with the research Supervisor, the investigator selected only 26 questions which are more appropriate 
for the research. The information for the present study has been collected by the investigator from the responses of the parents in the 
form of structured questionnaire. The subject were also informed that there were no right or wrong answers and requested them to be 
co operative and to be true to themselves and mark their answers honestly. The time schedule taken up for filling up the questionnaires 
varies from individual to individual. The literate parents took less time to fill up the questionnaire but in the case of the illiterate 
parents, the investigator had to write down their responses and as a result, the time consume for completion of the questionnaire is 
much more. So, usually parents took 15 to 30 minutes to complete all items prescribed in the questionnaire. For the present research, 
the investigator has adopted percentages to assess the significant differences in parental attitude towards girl's education.  
 
Analysis and Interpretation  
 
First Objective: To find out the attitude of the parents of different educational level towards education of girls 
 
Table No: 2 Educational Background of the Parents 

 
 

From the above table No.2 it shows that 17% of the parents were illiterate and 26% were under matriculate. Only 16 % were 
matriculate. It also shows that 21% of the parents were +2 and 20% were graduates. Thus, it can be concluded that educational levels 
of the parents have huge influence on the girl's education. So, the first Hypothesis of the study that “There is no significant 
difference in the attitude of the parents of different education level towards the education of girls” is rejected as Parents with 
higher educational qualification have more understanding and awareness towards the education of girls than the parents with less 
educational qualification.  
 
2nd Objective: To find out the attitude of parents towards the education of girls with different level of income 
 
Table 3 Economic Background of the Parents 

 
 

The economic background of the parents reveals that majority of the students belong to the lowest two income group i.e. 32% 
were earning between Rs. (5000-10000) and 31% earned between Rs. (10000- 20000). Out of the remaining students parents 14% 
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were earning between Rs. (20000-30000) and 15% of them earned between Rs 30000- 40000. Only 8% of the parents were earning 
Rs. (40000 and above). Thus, it can be concluded that parents from the higher income group have more understanding and lower 
income group have less understanding toward the necessity of girls' education. So, the 2nd hypothesis of the study that “There is no 
significant difference in the attitude of the parents of different income level towards the education of girls” is rejected as the 
parents with higher income have more awareness towards the education of girls. 
 
3rd Objective: To find out the attitude of parents towards the education of girls with different occupation 
 
Table 4 Occupational Level of the Parents 

 
 

The above table shows that 45% of the parents were cultivators, 17% were business doer, and 27% were government 
employees and 11% works in the private organization. Thus, it can be concluded that the occupation of the parents have a great 
influence on their attitude towards girls education. The cultivator parents constitute the highest percentage of occupation i.e., 47%, 
therefore it can be interpreted that occupation also influence on the perception of the parents towards girl's education. So, 3rd 
hypothesis of the study that “There is no significant difference in the attitude of the parents of different occupations towards 
the education of girls” is also rejected as occupation like government employees and businessmen hold more awareness towards 
girl's education. 
 
Main Findings of the study:  The key findings of the present study include:  
 
1. 17% of the parents were illiterate and 26% were under matriculate. Only 16 % were matriculate. It also shows that 21% of the 

parents were +2 and 20% were graduates. Thus, it can be concluded that educational levels of the parents have huge influence on 
the girl's education. So, the first Hypothesis of the study that “There is no significant difference in the attitude of the parents 
of different education level towards the education of girls” is rejected as Parents with higher educational qualification have 
more understanding and awareness towards the education of girls than the parents with less educational qualification. 
 

2. The economic background of the parents reveals that majority of the students belong to the lowest two income group i.e., 32% 
were earning between Rs. (5000-10000) and 31% earned between Rs. (10000- 20000). Out of the remaining students parents 14% 
were earning between Rs. (20000-30000) and 15% of them earned between Rs 30000- 40000. Only 8% of the parents were 
earning Rs. (40000 and above). Thus, it can be concluded that parents from the higher income group have more understanding 
and lower income group have less understanding toward the necessity of girls' education. So, the 2nd hypothesis of the study that 
“There is no significant difference in the attitude of the parents of different income level towards the education of girls” is 
rejected as the parents with higher income have more awareness towards the education of girls. 

 
3. 45% of the parents were cultivators, 17% were business doer, and 27% were government employees and 11% works in the private 

organization. Thus, it can be concluded that the occupation of the parents have a great influence on their attitude towards girls 
education. The cultivator parents constitute the highest percentage of occupation i.e., 47%, therefore it can be interpreted that 
occupation also influence on the perception of the parents towards girl's education. So, 3rd hypothesis of the study that “There 
is no significant difference in the attitude of the parents of different occupations towards the education of girls” is also 
rejected as occupation like government employees and businessmen hold more awareness towards girl's education. 

 
Conclusion  

This article is focusing on Chandel District in Manipur. Chandel is a small town, district headquarter of Chandel district in 
the state of Manipur. The town is located in the southern part of the state. A person of Anal & Maring communities dominantly lives 
in this district. Maring and Anal language is dominantly spoken in and around the district. Chandel lies in the hilltop that descends the 
Moreh & Neighbouring country Myanmar south & east. The main inhabitant or main tribes are Anal & Maring. According to 
2011census, Chandel had population of 1.68 lakhs of which male and female were 74,579 and 69,603 respectively. It is about 64 km 
away from Capital Imphal National Highway No.39 passes through this district.  
 
Remedial Measures for further improvement of parental attitudes towards girls education 
1. Parents with higher educational qualification have more understanding and awareness towards the education of girls than the 

parents with less educational qualification. It therefore, the educational facility should be provided the state administration in the 
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said area from pre-primary to higher education as education has great value in the life and attitude of parents towards their girls 
children as the education is the means of change and transformation. 
 

2. The parents with higher income have more awareness towards the education of girls as financial resources play great role in the 
education their girl children. No education can be provided properly without appropriate income. All works of life need money. 
Without money, nothing can be done. 
 

3. Occupation like government employees and businessmen hold more awareness towards girl's education as the job of the parents is 
also playing a major role in the maintenance their family as well as their girl education.  
 

4. Education, income and job of the parents play a great role in the education of girls education. It is therefore, state administration 
will try to provide the opportunity to get educational facility, income generation programme from different funding agency, 
employment facility in the said community. So that, most of the parents will have the chance improve their educational level, 
income level as well as job opportunity in order to improve the quality and quantity of girls education in the said community.  
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