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Abstract  

21st centuryhas carried forwardthe legacy of Indian women wherein they are expected to play more important role in nation building. 
There is hardly any area of life where women are not giving tough competition to men. While Pt Nehru is generally considered as the 
champion of scientific thinking and egalitarian society, M. K. Gandhi is considered as a tradition thinker who adhered to core Indian 
values. No discussion on Indian culture or thought can be completed without emphasizing the role of Indian women in Indian society. 
M. K. Gandhi has been and still is the guiding star for India’s policy makers. Contrary to the popular belief Gandhi Ji laid emphasis on 
the role of Indian women in nation building and believed that Indian women are better than Indian men because they have greater 
‘soul force.’ 

Introduction  

M. K. Gandhi influenced humanity through his deeds and thoughts. His influence has been so overpowering over the world that there 
is not even a single country on the globe that does not have a monument or a nameplate in his name. He is the only Individual who 
was a politician and saint at the same time. The British called him Fakir; Indians called him Mahatma while children called him Bapu 
(Father). He is still the most goggled Indian and a person who has maximum content on internet. He began his life from tiny town of 
Gujarat Kathiawar, moved to England for higher education, returned to Bombay from where he sojourns to South African as a lawyer. 
From South Africa he again moves India where he experimented with truth.  

Although Gandhi was highly educated and had deep knowledge of world history and various philosophies, common Indians, including 
illiterate one identified themselves with him due to his truthfulness. One of the reasons of his popularity was his reasonable and logical 
approach to the problems of women.  He was opposed to early marriage and criticizes his own marries at the age of thirteen and writes 
in the Story of My Experiments with Truth: It is my painful duty to have to record here my marriage at the age of thirteen...I can see 
no moral argument in support of such a preposterously early marriage.(" The Story of My Experiments with Truth.) 

Gandhi Ji had stressed upon youth participation in bringing out various social reforms during his struggle for independence in the Sati 
Pratha, Polygamy, Child marriage, Education of women, Widow remarriage, Untouchability, Caste system, Exploitation and Religious 
misguidance. (Ms. Preeti Gharse and Mr. Santosh Sharma) 

Thus, it is quite evident that Gandhi Ji’s cultural and social works had Indian women in the Centre 

Discussion 

Gandhi Ji’s writings and speeches are preserved in hundred volumes. Gandhi spoke on almost everything. His personal life was the 
main tool of his experimentation. Apart from his political activities he engaged himself with social and cultural activities. One of the 
areas that he worked on was the emancipation of Indian women. The feminist movements focused on the rights of women began in 
Europe in late eighteenth and early nineteenth century but in India it got its feet in the early twentieth century. Mahatma Gandhi was 
the pioneer and champion of the rights of women in Indian subcontinent. Gandhi believed that Indian women have been suppressed 
under custom and law made by men. He firmly believed that women have right to shape their lives like men have to shape their lives. 
(Dr Vibhu Patel) 

There are some of the most famous quotes from Gandhiji’s writings and speeches. Gandhiji believed that India’s salvation depends on 
the sacrifice and enlightenment of her women. 

Gandhi was of the view: 

They (men) have considered themselves to be lords and masters of women instead of considering them as their friends and 
coworkers. It is the privilege of men to give the women of India a lifting hand. Women are in the position somewhat of the 
slave of old who did not know that he could or even had to be free. And when freedom came, for the moment he felt helpless. 
Women have been taught to regard themselves as slaves of men. It is up to men to see that they enable them to realize their 
full status and play their parts as equals of men. (Anand T Hingorani, 1998) 
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Vibhu’s argument may be taken as the most simplified approach of Gandi’s view on women. As a matter of fact, as it is 
evident from the above arguments, Gandhi was social scientists and commented on the position and role of Indian in 
historical context.  

In ancient Indian treatises women have been regarded as the guardians of Dharma, custodians and sustainers of patriarchal system of 
Indian society. However, women are not given freedom to make their choices. Gandhi had these things in his mind when he expressed 
above views regarding women. There are many groups of thinkers who think that Indian women have always been persecuted by 
Indian society. They have been portrayed as mere child bearing machines.  It is a well accepted notion that during the epic period and 
ancient Vedic period, even in this age, women have been exploited by individuals and institutions. Even Manu who is defamed as one 
who opposed equal rights for women believed that women should always be respected. He writes  

Where women are honored, there the gods are pleased; but where they are not honored, no sacred rite yields rewards. 
(https://www.academia.edu/31478379/Manu_Smriti_Sanskrit_Text_With_EnglishTranslation October 16, 
2020) 

M. K. Gandhi is said to be a traditional Hindu who believed in respecting woman. He was also aware of the fact that women in 
modern times cannot be treated as they were treated in ancient India or during the middle ages. We also need to remember that he 
talks about the rights and duties of all women of modern India while Manu talks about Hindu women alone. For Gandhi woman is the 
mother of the race. He said that whatever is scripted or printed in the Smriti should not be welcomed. Gandhi specially acclaims the 
role of Indian women in the freedom struggle of India. He asks the common man to learn from the Indian women. He even questions 
those who call women weaker sex, it is injustice to them. In his view if strength means brute strength, women are less brute than men 
but if strength means moral power, women are always stronger than men. Gandhi writes in Young India: 

If by strength is meant moral power, then woman is immeasurably man’s superior. Has she not greater intuition, is she not 
more self-sacrificing, has she not greater powers of endurance, has she not greater courage/ without her, man could not be. If 
nonviolence is the law of our being, the future is with woman. (young India, April 10 1930.) 

Indian women have always played a pivotal role in the social and cultural movements of India. Gandhi gave much importance to 
women in his cultural and social movements.Gandhi Ji’s Swaraj was for men as much for women. Gandhi Ji linked Swaraj with 
Charkha and believed that women could play an important role in promotion of Charka as well as Khadi.  The nonviolent movement 
suited much more to women than men. In nonviolent struggle endurance and suffering were used as weapons and Gandhi believed that 
women were the natural soldiers of non- violent struggle as they have greater capacity for endurance and suffering. Addressing the 
Indian women and emphasizing their role in his nonviolent movement and Khadi Gandhi Ji writes,  

If Swaraj has to come through Charkha, your share in the fight for freedom is going to be greater. Again, if Swaraj 
has to come through non-violence, then, too, your place in the fight will be in the forefront, for nature has given you 
greater capacity for suffering than she has to men. In order also to wipe out the reproach of inferiority and subjection 
that man has imposed on women, you will take your privileged part in the fight and prove to the world that you are 
better fighters for freedom than men. (Harijan: Mach 9, 1940) 

Gandhi expects men and women both to be pure hearted and then God will protect her. He does not recommend weapon to protect 
women because the same very arms can be used against women. One needs to die and Sacrifice for protection and not to kill the 
opponent. Mahadev Desai corroborates these views in his famous diary in the following words: 

  Then again, one who abides by the law of love will defend her or himself by only dying and not by killing. Women 
should, like Draupadi, cultivate the faith that their virtue, that is God, will ensure their defense. God lives in our hearts in the shape of 
virtue and protect us. (The Diary of Mahadev Desai, P210) 

Gandhi believed that the real beauty of a woman lies in her pure hear and not in ornaments. He feels pained to see certain women 
heavily with much make up. He requests women to go for minimum ornaments and least make up.  

Thus, Gandhi has high regards for women and recognizes their contribution in the nation building. He also is of the view that new 
women need to preserve their age-old values associated with them like virtue and truthfulness.  Gandhi Ji’s views on women, 
especially on Indian women are very much relevant in 21st century.  
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Conclusion  

Gandhi Ji had deep understanding of the social and cultural impediments face by Indian women in the past. He believed that Indian 
women are the carriers of Indian values. They are the axis of India’s family system.  Gandhi Ji expected from Indian women to 
strengthen their inner strength and avoid unnecessary involvement in nonproductive activities. He believed that it is the inner strength 
that entitles them to be worshipped and venerated.    
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