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Abstract 

Ecocriticism is a new critical discipline which is distinctive amongst modern literary theory and cultural theories. It 
established as a literary theory. Ecocriticism is a special discourse. It studies the connection between nature and literature. It explores 
the relationship between the environment and literature. The human being is an element of nature. Literature and art influence human 
life. Human life too influences the art and literature. Ecocriticism redefines our relationship with the environment and literature. It 
identifies roots of the problem of ecological crisis in the relationship of the society with nature and also the structure of the society 
inside. It’s also connected with social and economic justice. The loss of ecology has irreversible, intergenerational consequences. The 
protection of air, water, soil health and diverseness ought to be primary environmental imperatives. Environment impacts people’s day 
nowadays lives. quality of natural environment determines the standard of human life. Cultural survival of individuals depends upon 
integrated environmental practices. Environmental history and the ecological imagination suggest that today we are facing a global 
crisis not because of the function of ecosystems but because of the way our moral system works. 
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Introduction  

As a study of the relationship between literature and the natural environment in the mid-1990’s. ecocriticism is a term derived 
from Greek root ‘Oikos’, Latinized as ‘Eco’, which can often find in Economic as well as in Ecology. Dokom(1959) lists the Indo – 
European root ‘Weik’ from which Greek ‘Oikos derives, which means ‘village; house’. The word ‘Eco’ is shared by ecology and 
economics, hence, etymologically, the first would be the study of the study of the ‘House’ and the second would be the management 
and account of the ‘House’. Not simply about the house and its management but the two disciplines also share other aspects than mere 
etymology. As Teri wynn highlight, “Ecologist research natural systems and economist research human systems”.(2010); the balance 
and wellbeing of the general system, of the whole, constituted by the natural world, Depends upon the relationship of ecology and 
economics, that is the way in which nature and human interaction with each other. In recent years, people have become increasingly 
aware of the relationship between ecology and economy and have initiated new approaches, namely green economy. In this wave, 
Arthur Dahl explain this statement in a book(1996), starting with a biological study that depicts the parallel connection between 
ecology and economy and its dynamics and has been identified as – Ecological subject’, which is the title of Dahl’s book. In this work, 
Dahl focuses the fundamental unity of ecology and economics that should continue to link each other in theory and practice. He 
constructed the concept of ‘ecology’ based on two kinds of eco-economic ideas and tried to unify these ideas and their functions. 
Therefore ‘ecology’ is a system related to natural and human reality, and its ideas can be applied to the natural environment as well as 
the human social system internal dynamics. It does not subject if Dahl’s theory will find concrete applications and true viability. 
Economics, ‘ecological’ management should be inspired and guided by the concept of ecology. 

Discussion 

 Ecocriticism is an important step in bringing awareness to the environmental problem that the world faces today, but it only 
works if more people learn about it. The only way to change these mindset is to educate the world, and hopefully bring about a change 
in values. The man matter regarding environment have always been a part of human history; water and air pollution and deforestation 
were already problems in very ancient times. The name of development man’s exploitation of timbar and other natural resources have 
certainly favoured the rise of and progress of many civilizations, which would also set up wood business or would trade some other 
raw materials out of jungles, but deforestation has also put an end to some of those civilizations, bringing them to   collapse. 

Definition and characteristics of Ecocriticism 

 Cheryll Glotfelty defines it in her introduction to- The Ecocriticism Reader(1996) 

“What…is Ecocriticism? Simply, put, Ecocriticism is the study of the relationship between literature and physical environment. Just as 
Feminist Criticism examines language and literature from a gender- conscious- perspective, and Marxist Criticism brings an 
awareness of modes of production and economic class to literary studies.”(glotfelty 1996 xix) 

Characteristics of Ecocriticism 

Peter Barry’s book Beginning Theory, writes that Ecocriticism has no universal model. It is still developing. The scholars are engaged 
in widening its nature and scope. Several characteristics are found from their approach to this theory. 
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 Ecocriticism is interdisciplinary although Ecocriticism emerged as a separate academic discipline of literary study during 
1990’s, it is by its very nature interdisciplinary. It is not a unitary discipline. All science come together to contribute to this theory. 
Ecocriticism seeks to explore the interconnectedness of the human (biotic) and the non- human (a-biotic; finds the relationship 
between literature and the physical environment since antiquity. Therefore, both History and geograohy contribute to the field. It 
discovers ecological implication in literature, therefore, it is science; likewise it is related to politics(as it tries to find a solution to 
present global environmental crisis), spiritualism(as it helps developing and eco-wisdom among the readers), moral science, 
philosophy etc. 

 Ecocriticism studies nature: Ecocriticism studies nature which here means the whole of the physical environment consisting 
of the living and the nonliving things. But nature for an ecocritic is not a mere background. It is essential for our very substance on 
earth. 

 Ecocriticism pleads for a revisionist movement: Human nature is typically anthropocentric which assumes the primacy of 
man only. Ecocriticism encourages sustainable future –Ecocriticism strives hard to keep the earth in a good order so that the Earth’s 
basic life support system remains fresh for a sustainable future. Our future generation should be provided with a hazard free 
environment for a healthy living. 

 Ecocriticism studies wilderness: Ecocriticism studies wilderness. Because it is in the wilderness we may renew ourselves. Far 
from noises and pollution of city life, ecocriticism makes a call for a return to nature. 

Relationship between Nature and Culture 

 In a sense, ecocriticism is a key issue concerning the relationship between culyure and nature. Perhaps the most important 
point here is that ecocritics reject the notion that everything is social and linguistically constructed the essence of ecocriticism does 
exist; in our own side rather than waiting to be considered ionized, because it knows that the transformed commas, in any case, are 
factors that affect us and affect us; may be fatal. In our abuse of its opportunities, naturally, it cannot be reduced to what we consider 
to be part of our social practice. However, nature and culture are different parts, but they are interdependent and interrelated. For 
example, we can refer to the outdoor environment as a series of adjacent and overlapping areas that have gradually evolved from the 
natural world to the cultural direction, as follows- 

One: the wilderness (e.g. oceans, wasteland, uninhabited continents) 
Two: the scenic sublime (e.g. jungle, mountains, lakes, cliffs, waterfalls) 
Three: the countryside (e.g. hills, fields, wood) 
Four: the domestic picturesque(e.g. park, gardens, lanes) (Beginning Theory 2013,246)  
 Through the study of this intellectual journey in these fields, we clearly saw that we have shifted from pretty well pure nature 
to the fourth major culture. Of course, wilderness is affected by global warming, and culture and gardens rely on natural sunlight. 
Although nature and culture are separated, they cannot be divided. William Howarth in his text ecocriticism in context describes  
ecology studies as “ the relations between species and habitats.(coupe 163). It shows the impact of culture on nature, with the aim of 
celebrating nature, insulting its perpetrators  and reversing their damage through political action . we regard nature and culture as the 
opposite; in fact they are constantly in the water like water and water soil flowing in the barrel. The doctrine that culture always 
masters nature has been guiding the progress the west, stimulating the war, invasion and other forms of conquests brought on by the 
flames to the earth and have suppressed its carrying capacity. Despite all forms of hegemony opened up, humanities are still full of 
clashes over tribal aggression and vying for dominance. According to William Ecocriticism provide critics or race and ethnicity with 
the view of how those social constructions relate to larger histories of land use and abuse. “As land is traded, people are degraded, 
moved to and from regions are mere chattel in an invidious property system”(coupe 165). Arnold Toynbee, in his  narrative history of 
the world, entitled Mankind and Mother Earth, published in 1976, concludes that “our present biosphere is the only habitable space we 
have or are ever likely to have”(Coupe, 225). There is always a possibility of environmental disaster because it is the humankind 
which makes the biosphere uninhabitable.  

The Ecocritics investigate the following things:  

 How nature is portrayed in a work of art or literature. 
 What role the geographical or physical surroundings play in the structure of a text. 
 How the metaphor of the land influence the way we treat it. 
 How all life forms are interconnected as expressed in literary works. 
 How the modern science affects the environment, etc. 
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The Scope of Ecocritcism 

 The scope of ecocriticism, it seems is coterminous with the scope of habitats, lives. Anything and everything that happens in 
our world is prime material for the ecocritical eye. And in the interests of transcending and anthropocentrism that is the bane of 
ecocriticism. The great dreams and plans tend to be anthropocentric, and in the long term, our desires are likely to wreak significant 
damage to the habitats around us. All these are the result of destroying the man-animal relationship. The culture of nature is the ways 
we think, teach, talk about, and construct the natural world and it is as important a terrain as the land itself. From the ancient point of 
view, writers have always assign ethics toward nature that directly followed their famous representation in the modern world. Without 
presentation an idea of inclination to the mythical or allegorical conception, the modern writers have developed their own method of 
using eco- literature or nature as a vehicle for expressing difficult thought. Every part of ecocriticism has the profound thought that 
human beings are connected with this material world, influencing and influencing it. Ecocriticism connects culture and nature, 
especially the culture and art of language and literature, as the theme. As a key position., it has a foundation both in literature and on 
land, as a theoretical discourse negotiating between humans and nonhuman beings. 

Conclusion 

 Therefore, Ecocriticism which was synonymous with the American nature writings as well as the British Romantic literature 
has now gained its momentum with worldwide eco-literature. It has changed its colour from local to global perspective in view of the 
present ecological crisis around the globe. The humans have only one earth to live in and we are at the bring of our forthcoming 
destruction unless we are careful of the blue planet. Environmental literary works beautifully deal with human nature relationship and 
interconnection the keynote of eco-literature. 
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