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Abstract 

Environmental Ethics is a branch of philosophy which studies and analyse the conceptual foundations of environmental 
values as well as the issues related to protection and sustainability of biodiversity and ecological systems. The main perspective of 
environmental ethics explains the ethical relationship between human beings and the environment. It portrays that human beings are a 
part of society just like other living creatures those are included in plant and animal kingdom. That is transition from human centred 
view to   nature centred perspectives. 

 The environmental ethics helps define man’s moral and ethical obligations towards the environment. Global warming, global 
climate change, deforestation, pollutions, resource degradation, thread of extinction are the major issues in which our planet is now 
suffering. Environmental ethics play key role to protect the environment or keep environment safe and make our environment free 
from danger. The pragmatic effect of environment ethics provides moral grounds for social policies aimed at protect ting the earth 
environment and remedying environmental degradations.  

Introduction 

Environment is the totality of natural, social, and built components. The natural components may contain all the physical and 
natural phenomena which exist in the universe in natural ways. The social components mean it is a set of cultural moral and personal 
values and their interrelationships. The built components include all that is around us that are built by society to increase comfort. 

Ecology is a science of environment which deals with the interdependence of organisms and their environment. The 
environment we live in has to bear a shock of urbanization, industrialization and population explosion. For fostering a rich industrial 
economy, mass production becomes essential this can be sustained only through increased energy needs and increased utilization of 
natural resources. In order to pool together such resources man has to exploit the environment disproportionately. As a result, the 
environment we live is being severely damaged under the stress and strain of modernity. Man is the only one creature of natural being 
the cleverest of all species he has exploited nature to maximum extent. As human needs wenton increasing, exploitation of natural 
resources also has to increase. This trend poses a serious threat to the welfare of future generations.  

Early days man didn’t create any threat or harm to the environment. He lived in harmony with nature. But the explosion of 
population coupled with ever increasing rate of consumption has resulted in rapid degradation of nature industrialization has resulted 
in the depletion of non-renewable resources and atmospheric pollution. The wide spread use of fertilizers and pesticides has degraded 
the soil. This is adversely affecting the balance of the ecosystem. When our environment deteriorates our civilization declines. Man’s 
manipulation of his environment causes environmental imbalance our existence is in peril. 

Sustainable development 

Any form of development that meets the need of all people improve the quality of life, sustains the existence of diverse type 
of organisms and maintains the quality of the environment can be termed as sustainable development. It is a process of social, cultural, 
economic betterment that satisfies the present needs and at the same time preserve future options and conserve  natural resources and 
its diversity. So, we can define the sustainable development as, it is an ecological equitable culturally durable and socially enjoyable 
way of living and maintaining our community and conserve our resources. 

The goals of sustainable development are following 

1. Survival and wellbeing of human beings.  

2. Survival and wellbeing of other creatures. 

3. Survival and wellbeing of the earth. 
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The need for sustainable development presupposes that present development is not sustainable, and hence it is urged to opt 
for a new approach to development. There is need to integrate population, environment and natural resources policies into natural 
development strategies so as to ensure environmentally summed sustainable development. The goal of sustainable development is not 
likely to be attained unless the implications of interrelationships among population, environment, resources and development are 
adequately understood and appreciated by the people of the country. It is urgently required to create correct perception about the 
growing degradation of environment and critical resources in the context of rapid population growth and the process of development. 
This is possible only by creating awareness and proper understanding of environmental problems and their possible solutions.  

Major global environmental threats are depletion of Ozone layer, greenhouse effect and global warming up, deforestation, 
soil erosion, desertification and drought, pollution of air, water, land, and sound, acid rain, toxic waste disposal, resource depletion 
like groundwater, biological diversity, genetic variability, ocean bed resources, non-renewable resources etc. 

Many movements were organized for creating ecological awareness among people. Some of those are following  

Rachel Carson in her book, silentspring challenged the widely accepted notion that man was destined to control nature 
specifically to control pest through use of chlorinated hydrocarbons such as DDT. As a result of the book and its reception the 
environmental protection agency was established and pesticides regulation and food and safety inspection service banned the use of 
DDT in USA 

In India, where the constitution emphasizes the need for the protection and careful use of natural resources. Article 
48(A)states that the state shall endeavour to protect and improve the environment, to safeguard the forest and wildlife in the country.  
Article 51(g) states that it is the duty of every citizen of India to protect and improve the natural environment including forest, lakes, 
rivers, and wildlife and have compassion for living creatures.  

Eco politics or green politics is a political ideology which aims to create an ecologically sustainable society which is deeply 
rooted in environmentalism, concept of non-violence, social justice and democracy. The term eco politics cover wide ranging area will 
help to studies integrating social science with political economy in topics like degradation and marginalization, environmental 
conflict, conservation and control environmental identities and social movements. According to Derkwall, a green proponent there are 
four pillars that define green politics are ecological wisdom, social justice and grassroots democracy and nonviolence.  

Rio Conference states the necessity for working toward international agreements which respect the interests of all and protect 
the integrity of global environmental and developmental systems. Stockholm Conference declared June 5 to be absolved as the world 
environment day every year.  

Aldo Leopold in his famous work Asandcounty Almanac defines land ethics “the thing is right when it tends to preserve the 
integrity, stability and beauty of the biotic community, it is wrong it tends otherwise (Leopold 224). He extend the moral sphere 
outward from the human community. Land ethic simply enlarges the boundaries of the community to include soils, water, plants, 
animals or collectively the land (204). 

Only though minimization of human activities on the environment is an effort to protect the overuse or misuse of 
environmental resources. So, we need a perfect andeco-friendly environment management system which compromises ecological 
balance, ecosystem stability and human socio-economic progress.  

Ecological movements for environmental sustainability 

The Bishnoi movement: it was started by sage Sambaj in western India. When the village were hit by service draught, he advised the 
people not to cut trees and to respect nature. The Idea attracted the people and they established the Bishnoi village which became 
green and prosperous 

The Chipko movement: this was against deformation in the Chameli district of Utter The people resisted the attempt of Simud 
Company to fell trees with the permission of the Government. The company suspended felling temporarily. Later when the forest 
department tried to cut trees, people did not allow axe-man even to enter the forest. The movement under the strong leadership of 
Sunderlal Bahguguna andChandi Prasad Bhat spread to other parts of the country. It is this movement that is responsible for the 
enactment of the forest protection Act 1980 and the creation of a separate Ministry of environment at the centre. 

The Narmada Bachao Andolan: It is leaded by veteran Gandhian BabaAmte and Medha Patkar for proper rehabilitation of over one 
lakh people evicted on account of the Narmada Valley Project. The ousters who spread across Gujarath, Maharashtra and Madhya 
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Pradesh started a strong movement against constructing large dams. They oppose the efforts of the Government to move the people 
living in the area to some other place. The ideological stance has centred on questioning the directions of development policies which 
cause impoverishment of a large section of people elsewhere. The question of equity in the case of development was raised forcefully 
by the movement. 

The Baliyapal Movement:The Government of India decided to setup a missile testing range at Baliyapal in Orissa. Baliyapal became a 
centre of controversy because the area to be taken over for the testing range was a very fertile area with thick population. The 
Government could not implement its decision because of the strong resistance of the people. 

The silent valley movement: this movement was spearheaded by Kerala Sahithya Parishad against the proposed Hydro Electric Project 
in the kunthipuzha which is a tributary of Periyar. The objection was that the project will cause irrevocable damage to the last 
remnants of tropical evergreen forests of the Western That’s at the cost of 75 megawatt of power. As a result of the strong protest the 
prime minister Indira Gandhi appointed a committee headed by M S Swaminathan to examine the cost and benefit of the project. On 
the recommendation of the committee, the, government dropped the project 

Vandana Shiva against GMOs:the leading Indian environmentalist Vandana led an unusual pilgrimage across Southern Europe, 
beginning in Greece with the pan hellenic exchange of local seed varieties, festival which celebrate the virtue of traditional 
agriculture. She re-presented the voice of those who want their agriculture to be free of poison from genetically modified organisms. 

In these ways these movements have succeeded in drawing our attention to the tragedy that is going to fall on us. Such 
movements should not be ridiculed. They have a value of their own. What is required is to take positive steps to face the probable 
threats to nature and humanity alike. To achieve these three pillars of sustainability are essential they are economic development, 
social development and environmental protection. “Changing to respectful approach to the environment and supplanting the place of 
human in the world and their ethical system may seem excessive and extreme. Yet what is now seen is unthinkable, as the voice of 
extremism will in a decade or two seen as necessity” (Blackburn,184) 

Conclusion 

All environmental issues are moral issues. Sustainability is a moral way of acting, ideally habitually in which the person or 
group intends to avoid deleterious effects on the environment, social and economic domain and which is consistent with harmonious 
relationship with those domains that is conducive to a flourishing life. The concept of environmental ethics provides opportunities for 
spirited debate on the value of sustainable development. It has played an important role in influencing the growth of ideas and 
opinions, representing something new global governance, that seek to express genuine beliefs and values that should ideally govern 
decision making for the benefit of human and rest of living world 
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