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Abstract:  

Since last seven decades the parliamentary form of Government has steered India in its journey towards progressive path of socio-
economic and scientific development and years after years, the roots of democracy have gone deeper and deeper. But despite the 
exemplary achievements, there is a growing feeling among the stakeholders that the institution of parliamentary democracy is not 
functioning the way it should have functioned and the same needs strengthened for better results as per aspirations of both the 
constitution makers and citizens. More frequently we hear news related with logjam and ruckus in the august Houses of the 
Parliament. Although there may be many mechanisms to strengthen parliamentary democracy, one of the simplest to do but most 
difficult to implement in behaviour is to look within the four walls of the Parliament House and see the priceless inscriptions inscribed 
therein. If our honourable Members of Parliament (M P) adopt the message contained therein and mould their behaviour as directed in 
these inscriptions, the institution of parliamentary democracy definitely will become stronger for we had enough of legislations for 
regulating the proceedings of the Houses, this is high time, we adopt some behavioural change for making things conducive and better 
for all. 
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Introduction 

Addressing the two-day 80th All India Presiding Officers’ Conference 2020 held at Kevadia, Gujarat, Vice President, Venkaiah Naidu 
said, “Our Constitution has demarcated very clear domains for the Legislature, Executive and the Judiciary… each of these should 
respect jurisdictional sanctity enshrined in the Constitution instead of arrogating to themselves a sense of supremacy and harmony lies 
in each organ doing its job without interfering in the domain of the others….” (Indian Express, 2020). Presiding over the inaugural 
session, President, Ram Nath Kovind stressed on the need of strengthening the Parliamentary democracy in India and urged law 
makers to ensure civility while participating in legislative proceedings. He said, “People expected compliance of parliamentary ethics 
by their elected representatives and they were pained to see use of un-parliamentary language in House Proceedings” (Singh, 2020).  

Main features of Parliamentary Democracy in India 

As observed by Penderal Moon, “the root of the trouble lay in the decision to introduce parliamentary democracy in a society which 
was far from homogenous and riven with a deep Hindu- Muslim cleavage”, the members of the Constituent Assembly had one 
predominant aim when framing the legislative provisions of the Constitution: to create a basis for social and political unity of the 
country. They chose to do this by uniting Indians into one mass electorate having universal adult suffrage, and by providing for the 
direct representation of the voters in genuinely popular assemblies (Austin 1985, 144). 

The Parliamentary form of government, also known as the ‘cabinet form of government’ has been provided in the Constitution of 
India both for the Union (Articles 74 & 75) and States levels (Articles 163 & 164). Notable features of the parliamentary democracy in 
India may be mentioned as: i) separate constitutional and real head of Government; ii) fusion between the Executive and Legislature; 
iii) majority party rule; iv) collective responsibility; v) Prime Minister as the leader of the House and Leader of the Nation; vi) Role of 
the opposition party; vii) independent and permanent civil services; viii) bicameral legislature; ix) Constitutional oath for the members 
of Parliament. 

Since last seven decades, the parliamentary form of Government has steered India in its journey towards progressive path of socio-
economic and scientific development and years after years, the roots of democracy have gone deeper and deeper. But despite the 
exemplary achievements, there is a growing feeling among the stakeholders that the institution of parliamentary democracy is not 
functioning the way it should have functioned and the same needs strengthened for better results as per aspirations of both of our 
constitution makers and citizens. More frequently we hear news related with logjam and ruckus in the august Houses of Parliament. 
Although there may be many mechanisms to strengthen parliamentary democracy, one of the simplest to do but most difficult to 
implement in behaviour is to look within the fore walls of the Parliament House and see the priceless inscriptions inscribed therein. If 
our honourable Members of Parliament (M P) adopt the message contained therein and mould their behaviour as directed in these 
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inscriptions, the institution of parliamentary democracy definitely will become stronger. In the past, many laws have already been 
passed to regulate the proceedings of the Parliament, this is high time some behavioural change is tried.  

Strengthening the Parliamentary Democracy: Relevance of Inscriptions in the Parliament House 

“Our Parliament House, renowned for its architectural grandeur, is the seat of the largest vibrant democracy in the world. Its design 
bears testimony to the fact that the creative minds behind it were greatly influenced by traditional Indian art and architecture. While 
infusing the predominant native cultural spirit in the construction of the complex, they sought to embellish it by inscribing shlokas and 
suktis from our civilizational heritage at suitable locations.” (Lok Sabha, 2018). It is further maintained that the sublime messages that 
are universal and beyond time, these inscriptions are indeed rare pearls of wisdom; they are also an authentic source of history and a 
rich treasure of information of our philosophic traditions, culture and customs. (Lok Sabha, 2018). 

The source of these inscriptions may be traced back to Rig Veda, Mahabharata, Shrimad Bhagwad Gita, Manusmriti, Panchtantra, 
Kautilya’sArthshastra and Arabic and Persian text’s excerpts. “These inscriptions underscore the centrality of the people and their 
welfare in our democratic ethos, the attributes of a wise ruler and overriding qualities such as truth and righteousness that are to be 
observed by an Assembly” (Lok Sabha, 2018). 

Needless to say these inscriptionsi have been guiding the deliberations of the Parliament in meeting the aspirations of people since last 
seven decades, its proper implementation will certainly strengthen the roots of Parliamentary democracy in India. Let us discuss some 
of the inscriptions and their significance in details as given below: 

 1.धमच - वतनाय   : The English meaning of this inscription is: “For the rotation of the wheelof righteousness.” It is placed inside 
the Lok Sabha Chamber and above the Speaker’s Chair. It symbolizes, “the path of righteousness, the ideal to which the rulers of India 
since ancient times dedicated themselves and the wheel which is symbolic of this path finds a prominent place in the National Flag 
and Emblem of India.” (Lok Sabha, 2014). The legend of this inscription is associated with Sanskrit and Pali and basically means as 
the setting in motion of the wheel of Dharma or promulgation of the law based upon the principles of righteousness. 

The above mentioned inscription has great importance for the deliberations taking place in the august body, the temple of Indian 
democracy, naturally to be inspired by the highest traditions of “truth” and “righteousness”, the ideals has always been respected and 
admired by the people of our country since hoary past. Dharma in this inscription means the path of righteousness. In the 
Parliamentary democracy, the path of righteousness is symbolized by the formation of the House and its due deliberations based upon 
the tenets of the highest law of the land, the Constitution of India. This inscription has been a guiding force which validates each and 
every activity related with the process of legislation by the House. It symbolizes that Government comes and go in the democratic set 
up but the wheel of righteousness must be carried further with the goals conducive for the development of the nation and its citizens.  
This inscription has been a guiding force for the House since its inception and would further be a forceful reminder of the rich cultural 
heritage represented by India. It has got more significant at a time when the present Government under the leadership of Shri Narendra 
Modi is talking about “building a new India”, definitely, the process will derive huge strength from the principles of “truth” and 
“righteousness”. 
2. Another set of inscriptions which remains important for the study is on the dome near Lift No.1, a stanza taken from the legendary 
epic Mahabharata and reads as:  

(i).नसासभाय नस वृधा, वृधानतेयोनवद धमम् I 
धमः सनोय नस म , स तद् हलं ूपैित I I 

The English translation of the above inscription is: 
“That is not an Assembly where there are no elder men, 

Those are not elders who do not speak with righteousness; 
That is no righteousness where there is no truth, 
That is not the truth which leads one to deceit.” 

      (Mahabharata 5/35/58) 

(ii).सभावान वे ा, व ंवासम सम् I 
बृव ुव ािप, नरोभवितिक षी I I 

Its English translation reads as: 
“One must not enter either an Assembly Hall, 

Or he must speak there with all the righteousness, 
For one who does not speak or one who speaks falsely, 

Does himself in the equal sin involve.” 
      (Manu 8/13) 
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 The above mentioned two inscriptions focus on the most basic and universal virtues “truth” and “righteousness” that are the ideals to 
be always maintained by an Assembly. The essential qualities of the Assembly and proper purpose of its existence has been specified. 
These inscriptions have also stipulated the righteous conduct expected from members of the Assembly. If these principles are followed 
properly, the proceedings of the Parliament would certainly become smooth and conducive for its due role assigned by the 
Constitution of India.  

3. (i). Around Lift No.3 and looking up at the dome nearby, another inscription reads in Sanskrit as given below: 

निह भंसंवननं, ि षुलोकेषुिवधते I दयामैि चभूतेषु, दानंचमधुराचवाक् I I 
Its English rendering is as follows: 

“Kindness, friendliness to all, Charity and Sweet Tongue 
Such coincidence has not been found (in one object) in all the three worlds.” 

(ii). The Sanskrit inscription on the dome near Lift No.4 refers to the qualities of an ideal ruler as given below: 
सवदा ा पः ा ः , मतेनकदाचन I स ािधका र कृितः सभास ुमते थतः  I I 

The English translation of the above inscription reads as: 
“That ruler must ever have true intelligence, And he must never be a self-willed man 

All subjects to the councillors must he entrust, Must sit in Assembly and abide by good counsel.” 
As it is clear, the above set of two inscriptions provide the glimpses of the essential qualities and attributes of our rulers. The emphasis 
is on the character of the ruler possessing the universal ideals such as kindness, charity and sweet tongue. It is expected from the ruler 
that he keeps wise counsel and remains present in the Assembly. These gem of attributes are more than essential today for our 
representatives/rulers suffer from many vices like their involvement in crime and corruption. If political parties follow these principles 
while selecting the candidates for contesting the General election and if the elected members follow these ideals, the overall quality of 
debates in the Parliament would transform towards betterment and this ultimately would strengthen the parliamentary democracy. 

4. (i). Outside the Central Hall facing Gate No. 1, an inscription in Sanskrit taken from Panchatantra reads as:  

अयंिनजः परोवेितगणनालघुचेतसाम् I उदारच रतानांतुवसुधैवकुटु कम् I I 
In English, it reads as: 

“That one is mine and the other a stranger is the concept of little minds. But to the large-hearted,the world itself is their family.” 
(Panchatantra 5/38) 

(ii). On the entry Gate of Inner Lobby of Lok Sabha Chamber, following inscription reads: 
येचस ाः सभासदाः  I तािन यवतः कु  I I 

In English, it reads as: “May the members of this Assembly be endowed with patience, energy and vigour.” 
(iii). On the dome near Lift No. 6, the following inscription reads: 
जासुखेसुखंरा ः जानांचािहतेिहतम् I ना ि यंिहतंरा ः जानांतुि यंिहतम् I I 

In English, the above mentioned inscription means as given below: 

“In the happiness of his people lies the happiness of the leader, their welfare is his welfare. He shall not consider as good only that 
which pleases him but treat as beneficial to him whatever causes happiness to all people.” 

If we analyze the message contained in the above three inscriptions, it becomes clear that these important principles may be treated as 
the hallmark of a successful parliamentary democracy in our country for these provide the essential required attributes and qualities of 
our leaders and their due behaviour towards citizens who elects them and send them to the Parliament to shape their destiny along with 
that of the nation. It provides the basic message that every activity of the Assembly should have primary focus on the “people’s 
welfare” and nothing else. Further, the leaders should not be indulging in petty considerations rather their focus should be on 
everybody’s welfare considering the whole world as a family.  

Moreover, prescribing about the personality traits of the leaders, it has been recommended that they must engage with the common 
man in a polite way and must avoid harshness at all cost. If applied today in a proper way, the whole discourse of parliamentary 
democracy in India would change towards people’s welfare.  

5. (i). Another inscription located on the Dome at Member’s Reference Desk near the Central Hall reads as: 

यदभूतिहतम ंत िमितधारणा I िवपययः कृतोधमः प धम सु ाम् I I 

In English, this reads as: “Whatever conduces most to the good of all beings is held to be the truth; doing the opposite of this is 
violation of Dharma. It symbolizes the subtle nature of Dharma.”  
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(ii). On the entry Gate of Inner Lobby of Lok Sabha Chamber, the following inscription is visible: 

स मा ः परोधमः  I 

In English, this reads as: “Truth has been said to be the highest duty.” 

(iii). On the Dome near Lift No. 5, following inscription reads as: 

वरइ खाकेज़बरजदनिव ेअंदबेज़र I केजुज़नीकुई -ए -अहलेकरमनखाहदमा  I I 

In English, it means: “The blue sky bears the inscription in gold, nothing lasts except the good deeds of the bountiful.”  

The above mentioned three inscriptions denote the basic tenets of democracy and highlight the need of “public welfare” in a truthful 
and righteous way as the only justification for its existence. It is further mentioned that nothing in this world lasts except the good 
deeds of the bountiful. This means that the people considers and accepts those leaders as their ideals who does extra ordinary things 
for the public welfare. Thus it may be said that these ideals have their vital significance for the success of parliamentary democracy 
and if our Government and  political representatives follow the message contained in these inscriptions, peoples’ faith in the initiatives 
undertaken by the Government of the day would grow stronger and stronger which will help in achieving full potential of the system. 

6. In Committee Rooms 53 and 62 which are situated near the corridor of the first floor of the Parliament House, the following 
inscription in Sanskrit reads: 

संग ह् ंसंवद ंसंवोमना जानताम् I 
समानोम ः सिमितः समानी I 
समानंमनः सहिच मेषाम् I I 

समानीवआकृितः समाना दयािनवः  I 
समानम ुवोमनोयथावः सुसहासित I I 

In English, it reads: 

“Let us all gather in the Assembly and speak with one voice. Let our minds be one accord. May our counsel be the same. Let the 
Assembly consist of equals. Let our minds be alike and also our thoughts. Let our hopes and aspirations be the same and let our hearts 
beat in unison so that we may live in harmony and happiness.” 

The above inscription has the potential to overhaul the parliamentary democracy in India for it talks about the need of “consensus in 
thought”, “equality in status and treatment”, “similarity in purposes” and “unity in character” among the members of the Assembly. If 
these principles are applied in achieving the “national interest” as per guidelines provided by the Constitution of India, the full 
potential of our Parliamentary democracy may be realized and definitely the goal of making “new India” may be achieved following 
the noble path of Parliamentary democracy. This is high time our political representatives adopt these ideals in their conduct of the 
complex business of legislation, governance and administration. 

Conclusion 

The Indian Parliament which symbolizes the integration of the President, Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha is one of the most important 
institutions, making constitutional and parliamentary democracy thrive and march towards the realization of the aspirations of its 
diverse electorates. The grand iconic building and interior walls of the Parliament House are adorned with numerous inscriptions 
having their source traced back to Rig Veda, Mahabharata, Shrimad Bhagwad Gita, Manusmriti, Panchtantra and 
Kautilya’sArthshastra and Arabic and Persian text’s excerpts. These inscriptions are pearls of wisdom, they underscore the centrality 
of the people and their welfare in our democratic ethos, the attributes of a wise ruler and overriding qualities such as truth and 
righteousness that are to be observed by an Assembly. If adopted properly these inscriptions have the potential to strengthen the 
largest Parliamentary democracy in the world and transform our Parliament from a law making body to the popular representative 
body shaping the dreams of the billions by transforming their destiny by giving them a positive hope for the secured and bright future. 
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Notes and References 

                                                             
Note: 
 
1. The source of the discussed Inscriptions and their English translation has been: a. Lok Sabha Calendar 2018(Lok Sabha Secretariat, 
New Delhi); b. Vishwanathan, T. K (Ed.) (2012): The Indian Parliament, Lok Sabha Secretariat, New Delhi, pp. 84-86. 
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