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Editor-in-Chief
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Editorial ……..
Provoking fresh thinking is certainly becoming the prime purpose of

International Journal of Multidisciplinary Educational Research (IJMER). The

new world era we have entered with enormous contradictions is demanding a unique

understanding to face challenges. IJMER’s contents are overwhelmingly contributor,

distinctive and are creating the right balance for its readers with its varied

knowledge.

We are happy to inform you that IJMER got the high Impact Factor

2.735 and IJMER is listed and indexed in 31 popular indexed organizations

in the world. This academic achievement of IJMER is only author’s contribution

in the past issues. This is 26th issue of IJMER; I hope this journey of IJMER more

benefit to future academic world.

The current issue deals with  Health education program, The Sublime in

Art, Public Libraries Development, CCE for Progressive Education, Occupational

Status, Impact of trade Liberalization and Civil Society. These applied topics are a

fund of knowledge for their utilization.

In the present issue, we have taken up details of multidisciplinary issues

discussed in academic circles. There are 25 well written articles covering a wide

range of issues that are thought provoking as well as significant in the contemporary

research world.

My thanks to the Members of the Editorial Board, to the readers, and in

particular I sincerely recognize the efforts of the subscribers of articles. The journal

thus receives its recognition from the rich contribution of assorted research papers

presented by the experienced scholars and the implied commitment is generating

the vision envisaged and that is spreading knowledge. I am happy to note that the

readers are benefited.

 My personal thanks to one and all.

(Dr.Victor Babu Koppula)
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A STUDY ON CLUSTERING METHODS AND ALGORITHAMS –
A PERSPECTIVE VIEW

D. Francis Xavier Christopher
Director

 School of Computer Studies
 RVS College of Arts and

Science,Bharathiar University, India

A.Jaya Joth
Assistant Professor

Faculty of Computer Science
KSR College of Arts & Science for
Women Periyar University, India

I. INTRODUCTION

Data mining is Extracting or mining knowledge from large amount

of data. The process of analysis data from different perspectives &

summarizing it into useful information. Data mining software is the one

of the analytical tools for analysing data. .clustering is one of the most

interesting and important topics in data mining. Cluster is collections of

data that are similar Data points in separate clusters are less similar to

one another. Objects in the same cluster have high similarity and dissimilar

to other cluster’s objects. The aim of clustering is to find intrinsic structures

in data, and organize them into meaningful subgroups for future study

and analysis. Needless to mention, k-means has more than a few basic

drawbacks, such as sensitiveness to initialization and to cluster size, and

its performance can be worse than other state-of-the-art algorithms in many

domains. In spite of that, its simplicity, understandability, and scalability

are the reasons for its tremendous popularity. In high dimensionality data,

the data set contains huge number of dimensions or attributes. To achieve

this, this paper introduces a novel multi-viewpoint based similarity measure

and two related clustering.

II. Clustering model

Typical cluster models include

 Connectivity models,
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 Centroid  models,

 Distribution models,

 Density models,

 Subspace models,

 Group models,

 Graph based models.

1. Connectivity Based Clustering

Connectivity based clustering, also known as hierarchical clustering,

is based on the core idea of objects being more related to nearby objects

than to objects farther away. As such, these algorithms connect “objects”

to form “clusters” based on their distance. A cluster can be described largely

by the maximum distance needed to connect parts of the cluster.  At different

distances, different clusters will form, which can be represented using a

dendrogram, which explains where the common name “hierarchical

clustering” comes from: these algorithms do not provide a single

partitioning of the data set, but instead provide an extensive hierarchy of

clusters that merge with each other at certain distances.  In a dendrogram,

the y-axis marks the distance at which the clusters merge, while the objects

are placed along the x-axis such that the clusters don’t mix.

2. Distribution-Based Clustering

The clustering model most closely related to statistics is based on

distribution models. Clusters can then easily be defined as objects belonging

most likely to the same distribution. A nice property of this approach is

that this closely resembles the way artificial data sets are generated: by

sampling random objects from a distribution. While the theoretical

foundation of these methods is excellent, they suffer from one key problem
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known as over fitting, unless constraints are put on the model complexity.

A more complex model will usually always be able to explain the data better.

3. Density-Based Clustering

In density-based clustering, clusters are defined as areas of higher

density than the remainder of the data set. Objects in these sparse areas -

that are required to separate clusters - are usually considered to be noise

and border points. The most popular density based clustering method is

DBSCAN. In contrast to many newer methods, it features a well-defined

cluster model called “density reach ability”. Similar to linkage based

clustering; it is based on connecting points within certain distance

thresholds. However, it only connects points that satisfy a density criterion,

in the original variant defined as a minimum number of    other     objects

within this radius. A cluster consists of all density-connected objects (which

can form a cluster of an arbitrary shape, in contrast to many other methods)

plus all objects that are within these objects range.

III. GENTERAL TYPES CLUSTERS

1. Well-Separated Clusters: A cluster is a set of points such that any

point in a cluster is closer (or more similar) to every other point in the

cluster than to any point not in the cluster.

2. Center-Based Clusters: A cluster is a set of objects such that an object

in a cluster is closer (more similar) to the “center” of a cluster, than to the

center of any other cluster The center of a cluster is often a centroid, the

average of all the points in the cluster, or a medoid, the most

“representative” point of a cluster.

3. Contiguous Clusters: A cluster is a set of points such that a point in a

cluster is closer (or more similar) to one or more other points in the cluster

than to any point not in the cluster.
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4. Density-Based Clusters: A cluster is a dense region of points, which

is separated by low-density regions, from other regions of high density.

Used when the clusters are irregular or intertwined, and when noise and

outliers are present.

5. Shared Property or Conceptual Clusters: Finds clusters that share

some common property or represent a particular concept.

6. Described by an Objective Function: Finds clusters that minimize

or maximize an objective function.

IV.CLUSTER ANALYSES

Cluster analysis or clustering is the task of grouping a set of objects in

such a way that objects in the same group (called cluster) are more similar

(in some sense or another) to each other than to those in other groups

(clusters).It is a main task of explorative data mining, and a common

technique for statistical data analysis used in many fields, including

machine learning, pattern recognition, image analysis, information

retrieval, and bioinformatics[1]. Cluster analysis itself is not one specific

algorithm, but the general task to be solved. It can be achieved by various

algorithms that differ significantly in their notion of what constitutes a

cluster and how to efficiently find them. Popular notions of clusters include

groups with low distances among the cluster members, dense areas of the

data space, intervals or particular statistical distributions. Clustering can

therefore be formulated as a multi-objective optimization problem. The

appropriate clustering algorithm and parameter settings (including values

such as the distance function to use, a density threshold or the number of

expected clusters) depend on the individual data set and intended use of

the results. Finding groups of objects such that the objects in a group will

be similar (or related) to one another and different from (or unrelated to)
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the objects in other groups. Cluster Analysis is very useful without proper

analysis implementation of clustering algorithm will not provide good

results Cluster analysis is useful to understand group related documents

for browsing, group genes and proteins that have similar functionality or

group stocks with similar price fluctuations and also reduces the size of

large data sets. Clustering is equivalent to breaking the graph into

connected components, one for each cluster.

A Good Clustering Algorithm should have the Following Properties:-

1. Scalability: The ability of the algorithm to perform well with large

number of data objects (tuples).

2. Analyze mixture of attribute types: The ability to analyze single as

well as mixtures of attribute types.

3. Find arbitrary-shaped clusters: The shape usually corresponds to

the kinds of clusters an algorithm can find and we should consider this as

a very important thing when choosing a method, since we want to be as

general as possible. Different types of algorithms will be biased towards

finding different types of cluster structures/shapes and it is not always an

easy task to determine the shape or the corresponding bias. Especially

when categorical attributes are present we may not be able to talk about

cluster structures.

4. Minimum Requirements for input Parameters: Many clustering

algorithms require some user-defined parameters, such as the number of

clusters, in order to analyze the data. However, with large datasets and

higher dimensionalities, it is desirable that a method require only limited

guidance from the user, in order to avoid bias over the result.

5. Handling of Noise: Clustering algorithms should be able to handle

deviations, in order to improve cluster quality.  Deviations are defined as



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF MULTIDISCIPLINARY EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH
ISSN : 2277-7881; IMPACT FACTOR - 2.735
VOLUME 2, ISSUE 11(2), OCTOBER 2013

6

data objects that depart from generally accepted norms of behavior and

are also referred to as outliers. Deviation detection is considered as a

separate problem.

6. Sensitivity to the order of input Records: The same data set, when

presented to certain algorithms in different orders, may produce

dramatically different results.  The order of input mostly affects algorithms

that require a single scan over the data set, leading to locally optimal

solutions at every step. Thus, it is crucial that algorithms be insensitive to

the order of input.

7. High Dimensionality of Data: The number of attributes/dimensions

in many data sets is large, and many clustering algorithms cannot handle

more than a small number (eight to ten) of dimensions.  It is a Challenge

to cluster high dimensional data sets, such as the U.S. census data set

which contains attributes.  The appearance of large number of attributes

is often termed as the curse of dimensionality. This has to do with the

following

 As the number of attributes becomes larger, the amount of resources

required to store or represent them grows.

 The distance of a given point from the nearest and furthest neighbor

is almost the same, for awide variety of distributions and distance

functions. Both of the above highly influence the efficiency of a

clustering algorithm since it would need more time to process the

data, while at the same time the resulting clusters would be of very

poor quality.

8 .Interpretability and Usability: Most of the times, it is expected that

clustering algorithms produce usable and interpretable results. But when

it comes     to comparing the results with preconceived ideas or constraints,
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some techniques fail to be satisfactory. Therefore, easy to understand results

are highly desirable.

IV. CONCLUSION

In this paper, we try to give the basic concept of cluster by first

providing the definition and clustering and then the definition of some

related terms. Clustering is an automated process to group related records

together. Related records are grouped together on the basis of having similar

values for attributes. This approach of segmenting the database via

clustering analysis is often used as an exploratory technique because it is

not necessary for the end-user/analyst to specify ahead of time how records

should be related together. Then we give different models of cluster and

also discussed some properties of good algorithm. Cluster analysis can be

used to discover structures in data without providing an explanation/

interpretation. In other words, cluster analysis simply discovers structures

in data without explaining why they exist. So we try to prove the importance

of clustering in every area of computer science.
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IMPLEMENTATION OF HEALTH EDUCATION PROGRAMME

IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS

Dr. R.Siva Prasadh
Principal (I/c) and Associate Professor

 Institute of Advanced Studies in Education (IASE)
 Andhra University, Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh

Education is not only a social necessity but also a biological necessity

for man.  In the case of animals, there is no special need for training.

Animals when born, learn all that is necessary for their future life

instinctively. Without proper instruction and training, the child will remain

motionless, speechless and will not make any struggle for existence.  For

the simplest needs of human life for protecting it from harm, human child

requires assistance.  Younger the child, the greater is the need of education,

for he is unacquainted with the world around him as well as his own powers.

And it is through education that he becomes acquainted with his powers

and the environment. Through education man tries to seek new ideas and

new ways of life. His life in the complex world is governed not only by the

biological process, but also by the social process.  Education in fact, is one

of the major life  process of the human individual, and health education is

one of the major part in the educational process to make an individual into

complete human.

Realizing the importance of health education in teacher education

programme, Secondary Education Commission suggests “it must be clear

that unless physical education is accepted as an integral part of education,

and educational authorities recognize its need in all schools, the youth of

the country which form its most reliable assets, will never be able to pill

their full weight in national welfare the emphasis so far has been more on
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the academic type of education without proper consideration being given

to physical welfare and maintains of proper standards of the pupils.”

Physical education is the first requisite not only for individual but

also for national development.  It enables a person to withstand successfully

the wear and tear of the struggle for existence.  Besides developing the

physique, it also helps in the development of mental capacity and character.

It also develops the desirable qualities of smartness, elegance, initiative,

resourcefulness and endurance.

Physical education makes children how to become physically fit.

When they attain adulthood, it makes them happy, stable and enlightened

citizens capable to performing social, vocational and moral functioning to

the best of their capacity. To summarize physical education is essential to

the best development of the child along the lines of physical growth, motor

skill, emotional maturity and social adjustment. One of the components of

physical education is health education.

Good health is a valuable asset to man.  It is a great treasure.  Health

is essential to happiness.  Health is not merely the absence of disease.  It

includes the full development of physical, mental and spiritual power of

man.  Knowing about the health rules and then taking care of health is

health education.  The  school must not only equip the students with the

principles of health education, but it  should also show them the path to

follow.  Different types of activities are to be provided to the students where

by they are able to acquire really good things useful from health education

point of view.

Objectives of the study:

 To study the opinions of teachers on the importance of

implementation of health education programme in secondary schools.
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 To study the implementation of the health education programme

in secondary schools.

 To suggest the measures for effective implementation of the health

education programme in secondary schools.

Hypotheses of the study:

1. There is no significant difference in the opinions of male and female

teachers towards implementation of the health education

programme in secondary schools.

2.  There is no significant difference in the opinions of graduate and

post graduate teachers towards implementation of the health

education programme in secondary schools.

3. There is no significant difference between the opinions of secondary

grade teachers and school assistants towards implementation of

the health education programme in secondary schools.

4. There is no significant difference of opinions between the teachers

having more or less than 10 years of teaching experience towards

implementation of the health education programme in secondary

schools.

Construction and Standardization of the Tool:

The investigator adopted 3 point questionnaire which consists 60

statements and divided into four areas i.e., 1) Importance of Health

Education, 2) Implementation of Health Education Programme, 3)

Problems confronted in the implementation of Health Education

Programme and 4) Suggestions for the effective Implementation of Health

Education Programme. Each area consists 15 items. The pilot testing was

done on 30 secondary teachers in urban area of Visakhapatnam district.
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Item Analysis was carried out to find out the Difficulty and Discrimination

of each of the items.  The Reliability Coefficient of the Tool for students

was calculated by using split half method and found to be 0.76.  The research

tool was validated by subject experts for the content validity and the

construct validity.

Sampling:

The techniques of random sampling and stratified random sampling

were adopted. Variables such as gender, academic qualification, teaching

experience and designation were given due consideration in selection of

the sample.  The response of the subjects on all the items are qualified

duly assigning the numerical values 3,2 and 1 to positive statements and

reversed in the case of negative statements.
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Statistical Computations:

After the quantification of data, various statistical measures such

as Means, Standard Deviations and ‘t’ values have been calculated.

Verification and Interpretation of First Hypothesis:

The first hypothesis of the study is “there is no significant difference

in the opinions of male and female teachers towards implementation of

the health education programme in secondary schools.” This null hypothesis

is tested and the results are shown in the following table.

The above table depicts that the ‘t’ values are  found to be not

significant with respect to the all areas of health education programme.

This shows that there is no significant difference between male and female

secondary teachers.  Hence, the first hypothesis is accepted.
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Verification and Interpretation of Second Hypothesis:

The second hypothesis of the study states that “there is no

significant difference in the opinions of graduate and post-graduate teachers

towards implementation of the health education programme in secondary

schools.” This null hypothesis is tested and the results are shown in the

following table.

The above table depicts that the ‘t’ values are  found to be not

significant with respect to the all areas of health education programme.

This shows that there is no significant difference between graduate and

post-graduate secondary teachers.  Hence, the hypothesis is accepted.

Verification and Interpretation of Third Hypothesis:

The third hypothesis of the study is “there is no significant difference

between the opinions of secondary grade teachers and school assistants

towards implementation of the health education programme in secondary

schools.” This null hypothesis is tested and the results are shown in the

following table.
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The above table depicts that the ‘t’ values are  found to be not

significant with respect to the all areas of health education programme.

This shows that there is no significant difference between secondary grade

teachers and school assistants.  Hence, the hypothesis is accepted.

Verification and Interpretation of Fourth Hypothesis:

The fourth hypothesis of the study is “there is no significant

difference of opinions between the teachers having more or less than 10

years of teaching experience towards implementation of the health

education programme in secondary schools.” This null hypothesis is tested

and the results are shown in the following table.



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF MULTIDISCIPLINARY EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH
ISSN : 2277-7881; IMPACT FACTOR - 2.735
VOLUME 2, ISSUE 11(2), OCTOBER 2013

16

The above table depicts that the ‘t’ values are  found to be not

significant with respect to the all areas of health education programme.

This shows that there is no significant difference between teachers with

below 10 years of teaching experience and teachers with above 10 years of

teaching experience.  Hence, the hypothesis is accepted.

Conclusion:

In the present study it is found that the gender, academic

qualifications, designation and teaching experience of secondary teachers

have no say on implementation of health education programme. Since

health education provides  the knowledge about health, training in personal

hygiene, practical training in first aid, knowledge of the evil effects of bad

habits, the knowledge of infections diseases, the teachers are to be provided

with pre-service and in-service training programmes in matters of health

and also be given chance to under go refresher courses where new methods

of imparting health education are taught and new programmes and schemes

are experimented.  The teacher education programme should make the

trainees aware of the duties and responsibilities of teachers with regard to

health instruction.
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Introduction

Merangkongvillageis an agricultural based society. The bond to the

land and its resources plays a vital role in defining their attitude towards

their life style.Merangkong is an Ao village in Mokokchung district of

Nagaland in India located at an altitude of 548 metres on the Langpangkong

range.It is a midsized village with a population of about 4660 persons living

in around 515 households. Like in any tribal society, Merangkong is also

rich in culture and dance. Various dance formare performed in different

occasions accompanied by folksong and the trumpets. Each song and dance

form signifies a meaning.There are many dances accompanied by the music

of gongs and drums which are performed for different occasions. Today

there are several kinds of dances performed by the people in Merangkong

village. It serves many purposes depending on the occasion. In olden days

it was performed as a way to entertain the village people.The paper focuses

on the three major dances which are being performed only in the

Merangkong village. They are 1. Mepukazu2.TenemKazu 3. TenemSungjok.

Origin and Form of Dances

The origin of these dances goes 500 years back started atMerangkong

village during the period of headhuntingwhich was mostly influenced by

nature. It was started by the Merangkong villagers in order to celebrate

their friendship, loyalty and victory against their enemy. Most of the
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folklores, folkdances and songs are oratory and are handed down from

generation to generation.

1. 1.MepuKazu: - The name “MepuKazu” meaning “dance with trust-

worthy friends” is performed in a circular formation with spears in

hand. This particular dance was performed amongst the different

localities or sectors within the village with great enthusiasm. The

young people would gather in a particular place from time to time

in order to celebrate either friendship or victory or success of a

particular event by eating and drinking merrily amongst the

contemporaries of each sector. During this time, there is also a

competition among the members while performing the dances in

celebration.

2. Tenemkazu: -The word “Tenem” means “Hornbill.” It was originally

depicted from the hornbill’s way of mating. Likewise this hornbill’s

act is similar with the dance movement of Tenemkazu performed

by young males and damsels. This dance movement is comparable

with the moves of the hornbill’s act of mating and it is performed

especially amongst the same clan group with their male counterparts

to share their friendship and loyalty through singing and dancing.

3. TenemSungjok: -”Tenem”which means “Hornbill”and “Sungjok”

which means “Hop” in the branch of a tree. This dance form again

is copied from the hornbill.Just as the bird hops from one branch

to another in its own unique way or form, similarly the dancers

hop in the dance act celebrating their victory over the enemies

during head-hunting days. This dance again is performed by the

males only.This dance has unique hopping steps which areseen to

be performed only by the Merangkong villagers.This comes with

expressing their victory by bringing the heads of their enemies and
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then performed with gaiety and fun. One of the many songs that is

sung on this occasion goes as,

Chang Semba,

Tongpangjinana,

Künokmatsür,

Oh! Yimermali,

Aoyimsemer,

Künokmatsür,

Tirnokmajenjangruna.

The song is translated as

O people of Chang society!

There is no one who is not afraid of my weapon in the warfront,

O Aopeople!Are there not any to support to fight against the

enemy?

We have encrypted our status as warriors.

The song mentioned above is one of the warrior songs depicting the

mightiness ofswords and machete as his weapons at the warfront. The

dance and the song can be compared with the line from Senghor’s poem:

we are the man of the dance whose feet only gain power when they beat

the hard soil.1

Although all these dances were performed during the headhunting period,it

is still performed on many occasions especially during the festivals ofMoatsü

(spring festival), Tsüngremmong,and other religious occasions. Moatsü is

celebrated on the 1st week of May every year after the sowing is done;
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seeking divine blessingfor good harvest and well-being of the villagers and

it is marked by merrymaking and dances. Tsüngremmong is celebrated on

the first week of August for the eve of harvest, which is a solemn celebration

for offering prayers and it is followed with merry making, festivities and

drinking which is a part of the rich cultural practices of the Ao’s. The

dances involve a lot of graceful body movements which include the hand

and leg gesture, also accompanied by hopping steps. These movements

narrate stories of man going to a war front, or that of a hornbill’s hoping.In

many ways, the dance form remains the same in spite of the time phase

which has grown over a period of years. It is an indication of the unyielding

traditional rigidity and how it expresses the norms of the society.

Moreover, apart from certain occasions and functions, the peer

groups in the Merangkong community also gather occasionally and either

perform or practice the folk dance in order to restore the significance of

the dance. The beauty of the dances have widely increased where people

welcome important occasions and functions by displaying the unique dance

form and steps of Mepukazu, TenemKazu, and TenemSungjok. It can be

noted that there is no class distinction or discrimination between men and

women in the participation of dance. It is important to note that this

practice of performing the dance along with the peer groups has not ceased

with the cultural transition.

Similar to other tribal folkdances, MepuKazu and Tenemkazuare

performed in groups so as to characterize the bonding and belongingness

of the community in which both men and women take part. On the other

hand, TenemSungjok as a war dance is performed mostly by men and is

athletic and martial in style.These dances are accompanied by musical

instruments, singing and war cry by the dancers. One of the key features

of such folkdances is the use of indigenous musical instruments which are
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made by the community members. The musical instruments entail bamboo

mouth organs, cup violins, bamboo flutes, trumpets, drums made of cattle

skin, and log drums.2

Folk Dance and Cultural Identity

According to Jane C. Desmond, dance is a performance of cultural

identity where the shifts of meanings are involved in the transmission of

dance styles from one group to another.3 Thus, folkdances such as

Mepukazu, TenemKazu, and TenemSungjok are a means to retain the

cultural and traditional ethos of oneness of the community.Like most of

the AoNagas, the people of Merangkong impose norms of conduct to live

within their environment in an ethical way. This reflects their deep sense

of connection with nature and also the acknowledgement of

interdependency between human beings and nature. Thus, although nature

is seen to be deprived in today’s world, nevertheless the moves of the

hornbill in dances like TenemKazu, and TenemSungjok revive the idea of

the relationship between nature and  human beings. These dances like the

other folkdances were imbibed by nature reflecting the transparency and

good will of the community. Hence, thedances echo the culture of being in

good relationship with nature, between man and woman, and the emphasis

on the community as oppose to individualism. Thus in a world corrupted

with distinction and discrimination, the dances are a reflection of human

responsibility with one another and with nature. They become not merely

a sport for entertainment but they depict the lifestyle of the community,

the social solidity of a community and thus act as a means to narrate the

stories and life of the community.

Again, as Jane C. Desmond asserts “If dance styles and performance

practices are both symptomatic and constitutive of social relations, then

tracing the history of dance styles and their spread from one group or area
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to another, along with the changes that occur in this transmission, can

help uncover shifting ideologies attached to bodily discourse.”4While it

can be said those in olden days, dances were performed on several occasions

where men take over the ground many a times; however, with the advent

of modernization and civilization, women also began to participate in the

act along with the men. On the other hand, it is interesting to note that

although many changes has been occurred with the change of time, for

instance like a fanciful dress designed out of the traditional attire which

are seen to be worn on certain occasions and functions, yet the dance forms,

dance steps and also the traditional attire worn while performing the dances

still remain the same. Therefore, the preservation of cultural history of

folk dance and folk song, however, has given a certain meaning in the

modern society although many things may have been forgotten or

disappeared gradually.

Folk Dance and Modernization

According to A.W. Green, culture is the socially transmitted system

of idealized ways in knowledge and practice and belief along with artefacts

that knowledge and practice produce and maintain as they change in type.5

The beginning of the twentieth century witnessed a drastic historical change

in culture as well as in society where western ideas have deeply influenced

the minds and thoughts of the tribal and therefore, the social values,

patterns and traditional values seems to tarnish its meaning. These changes

in the society have deeply affected the mind-set of the tribals. The rich

culture and tradition that were followed during the headhunting period

turned unrealistic as western ideas came to be introduced in the society.

Also the paradigm shift in culture and tradition of the tribalis due to the

new way of thinking. They have acknowledged the change without realising

the immense degradation of their historical values and traditions. In the
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midst of the eagerness for bringing changes in the society people tend to

misunderstand the motive and the concept of celebration. In olden days,

dances such as MepuKazu, TenemKazu and TenemSungjok were an integral

part of the community as they served as an important part of their religious

act and community life. However, in the modern era while these dance

forms are still regarded as one of the most important dances in the

Merangkong community, and hence are performed wearing proper

traditional attire for important events unfortunately, they do not however,

emphasize the essence and meaning of the dance, and hence more often

than not, end up being merely a source of art form.

Conclusion:

As I.Vasilenkoclearlyopines that with the transition of the

contemporary world, many changes has been observed in the socio-cultural

phenomena but there are certain stable cultural systems that can be

distinguished,6it may be observed that there are basic choreographic designs

and rhythms that are still recognized as part of a particular culture or way

of living in tribal societies. As such, the Merangkong community has

preserved the traditional societal norms through the folkdances, folklores

and folksongs. Nevertheless, in the contemporary society where transition

of culture is plausible, it has become difficult to crystallize the dance as

the true form of culture. With time, the meanings behind the dances and

the songs have lost their originality and the fusion of modern culture is

evident where tradition does not remain the same. Certainly humans as a

social being are subjected to culture and hence there can be no big change

in the society if there is no change in culture as culture is the creation of

humans.7Nonetheless, with the change in culture it has also created a

problem for the means of sustaining and establishing the values, for
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example, tolerance and respect for nature, that are traditional for certain

societies.8

Folk dance as a subjective assessment is determined by the environment

as socially acceptable and so it causes damage in the community with its

disappearance.9Since folk dances depictthe cultural and traditional ethos

of the communities, there is an urgent need to preserve dances such as

MepuKazu, TenemKazu, and TenemKazu. Thesedifferent form of

dancesthrough their acts and ways defines the identity of the community

and thus, helps in shaping the “modes of thoughts and behaviour”10

enabling the community to adapt with one another in the society.
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 ‘Khata’ (‘The Exercise Book’) was probably published in Hitabadi

in Jyaistha-Asharh 1298 (May-July1891).The story concerns three

notebooks, belonging to the little girl Uma, her brother Gobindalal  and

her husband Pyarimohan. The notebooks of the two young men ‘resound

with revivalist Hindu rhetoric’, while Uma’s, by contrast, ‘reflects her own

heart’ writes Tapobrata Ghosh (11). She takes the book with her after her

tearful marriage at the age of nine. But for a Hindu wife to read and write

was considered a sure prelude to widowhood, and Uma’s exercise book is

confiscated by her husband. Tapobrata Ghosh comments that, at the end

of the story, the humiliated little girl clings to mother earth as if seeking

shelter in her bosom. But unlike the epical Sita, Uma is denied even that

refuge (12).

‘Khata’ (‘The Exercise Book’) is a short story which depicts the

suffering of the little girl, Uma, as a consequence of child-marriage.

Tapobrata Ghosh writes about the inspiration for the story that, it is set

against the Hindu revivalism of the late nineteenth century when the debate

over the Age of Consent Bill (1891), which was an act to raise the age of

consent for marriage from ten to twelve, degenerated into a battle for control

of Indian women’s sexuality. “This reactionary movement aimed to prop

up a decadent religious and social orthodoxy, partly by the grotesque

‘scientific’ defenses of old customs and superstitions. Shortly before the
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date of the story, the Age of Consent Bill had been passed with the object

of stopping child marriages. Conservative Hindus reacted sharply” (11).

Ghosh adds that Rabindranath’s story reflects his opposition to Hindu

revivalism and to child marriage – though his own daughters were married

off very early (11). Tanika Sarkar writes that, during this period, in the

realm of thinking about gender relations, in particular – the trend was to

not only conserve tradition, prescription and custom but also to construct

elaborate arguments in their defence. “What was most important – as is

evident from the Age of Consent controversies – was that this defence

relies on indigenism. The will to change or interrogate custom was accused

of mimicking Western colonial knowledge, while status-quoism was linked

to the survival of authentic norms” (Hindu Wife, Hindu Nation 17-18). A

mid – nineteenth century tract on domestic management stated: “Just as

the King reigns over his dominion, so the head of the household (karta)

rules over his household”1(Sarkar, Hindu Wife, Hindu Nation 38). ‘Yet

another tract advised the karta on how to marshall his forces to face a

rebellious woman within the family’ 2(Sarkar, Hindu Wife, Hindu Nation

38).

Among the higher castes, the female child spent her childhood and

youth preparing for marriage, after which she was sent to her husband’s

home and required to adjust to their customs and serve her husband as

god.  Thus we see that: ‘Conjugality was based on the apparent absolutism

of one partner and the total subordination of the other. As such, it was the

one relationship that seemed most precisely to replicate colonial

arrangements. Hence, this would best constitute the grounds for

challenging and contesting colonial arrangements … by showing the …

difference between the two sets of relationships despite their apparently

similar basis, and by establishing where the moral superiority of the one
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(Hindu marriage) lay over the other’.( Sarkar, Hindu Wife, Hindu Nation

39).  Sarkar adds that if this endeavour succeeded, it would lend political

strength to the opposition against reformist - cum - colonial - cum

missionary intervention into conjugality which had begun with renewed

vigour from the 1870s – the Brahmo Marriage Act of 1873, proposals to

introduce divorce in the 1880s, and the Age of Consent Act of 1891 (39).

Tagore was acutely aware of the confined lives, lack of freedom,

and marginal status of Bengali women as well as Indian women at large.

In this story Tagore’s feelings of tenderness and sympathy are directed

towards the young girl, Uma. She is drawn with infinite tenderness and an

almost uncanny understanding of her young mind. He writes that ever

since she had learnt to write the alphabet, the seven year old Uma started

scribbling everywhere including the walls, her father’s account book and

her sister - in - law’s novel. One day she scribbled on an article written by

her elder brother Gobindalal for publication in the newspaper. He was

furious, and beat her, and confiscated her meager writing kit which included

a stubby pencil and a tip less ink – stained pen. The humiliated little girl

could not understand the reason for such a severe punishment, and cried.

Later Gobindalal was remorseful and returned Uma’s prized possessions

and presented her with a bound exercise book. This exercise book became

her most precious and cherished possession and was inseparable from her

person, and she wrote in it whatever came to her mind. When she was sent

to the girl’s school in the village she took this exercise book along. Sadly

when Uma’s parents introduced her to read and write, they exposed her to

a vision of horizons and possibilities which normally remained inaccessible

to girls of her age and background, thus running the risk of making her a

misfit among her kind. Vrinda Nabar writes in ‘Caste As Woman’: “From

earliest times, the gender - distinction was operative in several respects.
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Girls were denied education and knowledge of the scriptures. They were

thus kept in purdah long before the practice of physical purdah became a

social reality. Secrecy as regards knowledge clearly meant that women had

no part in policy – making. Nor were they in a position to question man –

made strictures or argue against a position with any strength or conviction”

(65-66). From the very beginning, the daughter’s role was a non role in the

scheme of things, writes Nabar. Also, the Indian girl child had to learn

quite early that she was a second- class citizen even in her mother’s home,

and if she had a brother, she had to play second fiddle to him.

When Uma was just nine years old, she was married to Pyarimohan.

Vrinda Nabar writes that the popular sentiment was in favour of pre –

puberty marriages. Nabar mentions that Manu exhorts a thirty- year- old

man to marry a twelve- year- old girl who charms his heart and a man of

twenty- four an eight-year-old (Nabar 74-75). Kane refers to the

‘Visnupurana’ (III.10.16) which says that the bride’s age should be one –

third that of her husband, and to the ‘Mahabharata’ (Anusasana 44.14),

where the same ratio is advocated. “Generally speaking, it was advocated

that girls should be married just before puberty or immediately on reaching

it. In addition …it is stated that ‘a girl should be given in marriage before

she attains the age of puberty. He who neglects it commits a sin’ “ (Kane

440-2). “It was even held that the parents and eldest brother of a rajasvala

go to hell if she is unmarried by the time she reaches that stage of her life”

(Nabar 76). Parasara (VII.6 - 9) is quoted by Kane as defining a girl… who

is more than this age [ten] as a rajasvala. This suggests that the stage

referred to is that of the onset of menstruation. ‘If a person does not give

away a maiden when she has reached her 12th year, his pitrs [ancestors]

have to drink every month her menstrual discharge’, warns Parasara 3(Kane

444-6).
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Uma’s husband Pyarimohan used to write in the newspapers in

collaboration with Gobindalal. Tagore satirically described him as a man

completely innocent of the modern culture; which was why people of his

neighbourhood lavished praises on him and Gobindalal tried to emulate

him. This was clearly a reference to his narrow-mindedness. After marriage,

when the little girl set out tearfully for her father- in- law’s house, her

mother gave her a parting advice on etiquette, “Be a good girl to your

mother-in-law. Share the household chores. Don’t be occupied with studies”

(Chattopadhyay,Galpaguchchha1, 50). It is evident that girls were not

educated and society did not like them to remain idle. “Since a woman was

declared unfit for independence, the question of her being equipped in the

way men were with intellectual training did not arise…the marriage-rites

for women are equated with the initiation-ritual for men and the role of

husband as teacher clearly spelt out by Manu: ‘serving her husband is (the

equivalent of) living with a guru, and household chores are the rites of the

fire’ “ (Nabar 67). After marriage, the girl child moved on to her next pre-

ordained role and became a wife. In doing so, she lost her identity and took

on her husband’s (43). Nabar adds that, the self-effacing role of the wife

was replete with a “deep unhappiness, feelings that are rarely expressed

with total spontaneity, suppressed hopes and dreams, untold tragedies”

(Nabar 44).

Uma’s elder brother Gobindalal warned her not to write on the

walls, nor scribble on her husband’s works, as that would not be tolerated.

The little girl’s heart began to tremble as she realized that no one would

forgive her misdemeanor at her marital home. Tagore commented that:

“She would have to suffer much admonition…before she could learn what

they considered a vice and what a fault or slip” (Chattopadhyay,

Galpaguchchha 1, 50). No one could feel what was happening in the
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tremulous heart of the little girl. As Tanika Sarkar notes, Tagore “wrote

repeatedly of a little girl snatched away from play, to be sent off to a strange

and fearful world” (Rebels,Wives,Saints  285). She also adds that women’s

writings, especially autobiographical ones, portrayed the initiation into

married life as a time of great fear (Hindu Wife, Hindu Nation 237). Vrinda

Nabar writes in her book ‘Caste As Woman’ that there were numerous

constraints implicit in being born a girl. “If responsibility comes early, it

also squashes much that is instinctual” (64). The girl child was told that

she would have to leave for her marital home one day, but she was also

taught that the other place was a hostile one where happiness was chancy,

perhaps never to be found (64). In Manu-Smrti the daughter was regarded

as the supreme object of pity (The Laws of Manu 91).

The affectionate old family maid Jashi, who had accompanied Uma

as her bridal escort to help her settle down in her new home, had discreetly

taken Uma’s exercise book with her. “The exercise book was part of the

heirloom of her father’s home; a loving memento of her very brief

association with her birthplace; a brief chronicle of the days under her

parents’ care, scribbled in an extremely bad hand. It held out the promise

of a taste of girlish freedom amidst her premature housewifery”

(Chattopadhyay, Galpaguchchha 1, 50). In her father-in-law’s house, she

had practically no time to write in the exercise book. When Jashi went

back, a tearful Uma closed her bedroom door and expressed her feelings in

her exercise book: “Jashi has gone back home; I want to go to my mother,

too” (Chattopadhyay, Galpaguchchha 1, 50). She also requested her brother,

through the exercise book, to take her home just once, and promised never

to spoil his writings again. In this context it may be mentioned that:

“Women’s voices had frequently been borrowed by male authors to express
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a profound sense of bleakness about her existence” (Sarkar, Hindu Wife,

Hindu Nation 45).

Though Uma’s father often proposed to bring her home on short

visits, her elder brother, in collusion with her husband, thwarted the move.

Gobindalal believed that Uma must stay under her husband’s constant

supervision in order to learn devotion to her husband. He had even written

a powerful dissertation on this theme, commented Tagore satirically. Vrinda

Nabar writes in her book ‘Caste As Woman’ that from birth the girl- child

in India is an alien in her father’s house, a fact reinforced in later life by

innumerable tragic instances (43).  She adds that the girl-child grows up

with the conviction that her fate is unquestionably different and less

colourful than her brother’s (63). On hearing about Gobidalal’s decision

from others Uma wrote in her exercise book: “Dada, I fall at your feet,

take me home just once; I will never make you angry” (Chattopadhyay,

Galpaguchcha 1, 51). “In lullabies and folk verses, probably composed

largely by women themselves, married sisters threatened to drown

themselves unless their brothers came and took them away from ‘this place

of torture’ “(Sarkar, Hindu Wife, Hindu Nation 45).

One day when Uma was secretly writing in her exercise book, her

three sisters-in-law spied on her and were scandalized and shocked; as

they themselves had no education in accordance with the tradition of their

household. They reported the incident to their brother Pyarimohan, Uma’s

husband, who was very worried. He feared that once women enjoyed the

liberty of reading, novels and dramas would be smuggled into the household

and the domestic sanctity would be imperiled, producing destructive

consequences in family life. He had pondered over this matter and evolved

the theory that if women learnt to read and write the feminine qualities in

their nature would be supplanted by manly qualities leading to catastrophe
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and unleashing destruction, and a woman would end up a widow. Tagore

sarcastically commented that “so far no one had been able to dispute this

theory” (Chattopadhyay, Galpaguchchha 1, 52). Pyarimohan scolded Uma

severely, and taunted her saying that now she would wear a man’s clothes

and go to office.  Tanika Sarkar wrote in her book ‘Hindu Wife, Hindu

Nation’ that the woman was the metaphor for both the unviolated, chaste

inner space and the possible consequence of its surrender (265-66). The

Hindu nationalists were fearful of “the fatal invasion of that sacred space”

(266) which would result in loss of respect and disobedience of husbands

and in-laws; and “insistence on greater leisure time for herself [the wife]

which might be misspent reading novels and developing a discordant

individuality”4 (266).

After this incident, the little girl was very sad and did not write in

her book for a long time. Then, one autumn morning, she heard a beggar

woman singing ‘agamani’ songs about goddess Durga’s visit to her parents’

home. Tanika Sarkar writes that the ‘agamani’  songs were a particular

stream within eighteenth-century Shakta devotional poetry which would

use the mother’s voice to mourn Durga’s imminent parting at the end of

her annual visit to her parent’s home: “Do not pass away the night of

Nawami, leave her with me just a little longer”5( Hindu Wife, Hindu Nation

45). She adds that these songs were immensely popular throughout the

nineteenth century, and would find a double resonance from within a very

wide-ranging group among Bengali women. Owing to the widespread

custom of infant marriage, women, by their early twenties, might be

daughters longing for their mothers, and simultaneously, young mothers

pining for their married daughters (Hindu Wife, Hindu Nation 45). On

hearing the songs, Uma felt nostalgic about her childhood days, and could

contain herself no longer. She called the singer secretly to her room, shut
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the door, and started writing down the song in her exercise book. Her

sisters-in-law watched everything secretly and reported to their brother.

Uma’s husband came to her room and confiscated her exercise book “in

order to protect Hindu prescriptive traditions, which threaten widowhood

as the price of female literacy” (Sarkar, Rebels,Wives,Saints  285). That

was the last Uma saw of the exercise book. As Tanika Sarkar aptly sums

up: “Her [Uma’s] loss of childhood is expressed through her loss of the

world of words with which she had fallen in love” (Rebels,Wives,Saints,

285).  It is worth mentioning that Sarkar finds it significant that the first

couplet copied by Uma was the very same that Rabindranath recalled at

the beginning of his autobiography; the poem that had enchanted him as a

child: rain falls, leaves stir. “By creating a female double of himself, and

then providing her love for the poetic word with a very different fate,

Rabindranath suggests the symbolic death of an incipient female poet”

(Rebels, Wives, Saints 286). Tagore concludes the story with the following

comment: Pyarimohan had an exercise book as well, filled with dissertations

expounding his elaborate theories, “…but there was no one to seize and

destroy it for the good of mankind” (Chattopadhyay, Galpaguchhcha 1,

54). To quote Tarpobratra Ghosh: “This direct intrusion of the narrator

might impair the formal dignity of the ending, but the infringement of

narrative grammar brings out more clearly the writer’s human concern”

(12).

Male domination in a patriarchal system is emblematized in the

figure of Pyarimohan. Through him Tagore criticized those men who

deprived women of education to safeguard their selfish interests. Tagore

wrote a letter criticizing the imprisonment of women within the four walls

of the house: “…Men are engrossed in all manners of amusement in the

outside world, while women are like their privately owned tamed animals,
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chained docilely to the walls of the innermost chambers of the houses”

(Supriya Roy, ed. Letters from a Sojourner in Europe. Visva-Bharati, 2008).

In ‘Khata’, the little girl Uma is a victim of the evil practice of child

marriage. As Tanika Sarkar points out, the little girl’s childhood, shortened

in line with custom, haunts story after story: ‘Streer Patra’, ‘Haimanti’,

‘Khata’ (Rebels,Wives,Saints 285). When boys of their age were enjoying a

carefree childhood, little girls were forcibly burdened with adult

responsibilities of child-bearing and household cares. Child marriage was

a violation of all human rights in a civilized society. The child wife faced

many tragic possibilities including the devastating possibility of widowhood

and the burden of maternity at a very young age which played havoc with

her body and mind. Tagore’s short story ‘Khata’ focused on the tragic

predicament of the child wife Uma.

Hindu nationalists claimed that: “In the Hindu case [child

marriage], a lifetime of togetherness beginning with infancy guaranteed a

superior and more certain compatibility….It was also kinder to women

since it ensured not just a hold on the husband’s affection but an integration

with the family which gave her greater security”(Sarkar, Hindu Wife, Hindu

Nation 40). Ironically, the image of the loving heart of Hindu conjugality

was not a reality, writes Sarkar (44).  She adds that the real picture became

evident once Hindu women began to write about themselves from the 1860s.

Sarkar points out that they wrote about the trauma and not the beauty of

infant marriage, the deprivations of the widow, the absence of love in the

lives of wives (47). She cites the example of a Hindu woman who wrote in

1863 that conjugal love had disappeared from the country; and claimed

that Hindu women suffered more than anyone else in the world 6 (47). In

another example cited by Sarkar the woman said nothing in her life – not

conjugal love nor children – could compensate for the deprivation of
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knowledge. The woman also said that ignorant and cruel men had

segregated women from knowledge, and yet foolish women served them

and cared for them like servants 7 (47). Sarkar states that all varieties of

women’s writings identified and condemned two problem areas within the

Hindu woman’s existence – the pain of patrilocality and the longing for

knowledge (47). Sarkar quotes a poem which uses the image of the caged

bird to depict the imprisonment of women within the home: “Free bird,

how do you hope to be happy within the cage? / Imprisoned, you have

forgotten your own speech. / And you repeat the words of others mindlessly”

8 (46). This caged bird symbolically depicts the plight of child wives like

Uma.

In this context it is important to mention that in Bengal in the

nineteenth century, Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar championed female

education, the need to raise the age of marriage, and improving the lot of

widows. Vidyasagar’s first essay on social reform, Balyabibaher Dosh (Evils

of Child-Marriage, 1850), was  a comprehensive critique of child marriage,

arranged marriages, marital oppression, taboos against educating women,

and the horrors and evils of austere widowhood, writes Sumit Sarkar

(Writing Social History 261). Vidyasagar pointed out that ‘companionate

conjugality based on adult mutual love’, which was the result of ‘unity of

minds’, was impossible in marriages involving little girls, and the girl-wife

became a mere domestic servant ( grihaparicharika) (Sumit Sarkar 262).He

stressed that child marriage was directly connected with women being

kept uneducated. Even if the girl child received a little education at her

parental home, life after marriage in an alien house (the marital home)

was filled with an endless round of duties, which destroyed any chance of

education. As Sumit Sarkar aptly comments that we cannot afford to forget

Vidyasagar’s contributions, directed primarily towards gender relations
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in his society (281), for we still live in a society where inequality,

maltreatment and injustice against the girl child and the woman is rampant.

Hence, Tagore’s short story ‘Khata’ has relevance and an appeal even today.
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Introduction

Emotional development has significant affect on children’s current

and future functioning. Students who successfully navigate their emotional

world are more likely to be successful in their interpersonal relationships,

academic and later employment endeavours, and in obtaining personal

happiness and good adjustment. Students who encounter problems with

their emotional development, on the other hand, are significantly more

likely to have interpersonal difficulties, academic and later employment

problems, and mental health or adjustment problems (Salkind, 2008).

Emotions play the most prominent role in one’s personality development

and consequently affect the individual’s performance, activity and

achievement to a great extent in his/her life. Educational settings are of

critical importance are infused with intense emotional experiences that

direct interactions, affect learning and performance, and influence personal

growth in both students and teachers (Schutz & Pekrun 2007). The

significance of emotions experienced in educational settings has been

recognized by researchers in different fields. Sabapathy (1986), Asthana

(1989) & Singh & Thukral (2010) reported significant relationship between

social maturity and academic achievement whereas Aggarwal (2007) found

no relationship between the two variables. Study conducted by Chaturvedi,

A., & Kumari, R. (2012) reported that emotional maturity have significant

effect on academic achievement. Rosa, & Preethi (2012) found negligible
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relationship between Academic stress and Emotional maturity of higher

secondary school students. Dharamvir et al (2011) & Singh et al. (2013)

revealed that no gender differences were observed on emotional maturity

scores. Singh, R. (2012) showed that there are no major differences in the

components of emotional maturity of senior secondary school students

whether they belong to urban or rural areas and irrespective of gender

differences. First year undergraduate students were less emotionally

mature, and had difficulty in adjusting emotionally and socially to the

changing demands of the environment and faced more academic difficulty

as compared to final year students (Sharma, B., 2012). Studies conducted

by Mahmoudi (2012) reported positive correlation between emotional

maturity and overall adjustment. Though there are number of studies but

a little information is available to show the emotional maturity of

undergraduate resident students. Hence, the present investigation has been

aimed to compare the emotional maturity of resident and non-resident

undergraduate male students.

Objectives

 To compare the emotional maturity of resident and non-resident

male students.

 To compare the emotional stability of resident and non-resident

male students.

 To compare the emotional progression of resident and non-resident

male students.

 To compare the social adjustment of resident and non-resident male

students.

 To compare the personality integration of resident and non-resident

male students.
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 To compare the independence of resident and non-resident male

students.

Hypotheses

 There is no significant difference in emotional maturity between

resident and non-resident male students.

 There is no significant difference in emotional stability between

resident and non-resident male students.

 There is no significant difference in emotional progression between

resident and non-resident male students.

 There is no significant difference in social adjustment between

resident and non-resident male students.

 There is no significant difference in personality integration between

resident and non-resident male students.

 There is no significant difference in independence between resident

and non-resident male students.

Operational Definitions of Terms

An operational definition has a specific significance in research. A

researcher cannot work with a variable unless he/she define it operationally.

Therefore, to avoid any confusion regarding key terms namely emotional

maturity, undergraduate students, resident students and non-resident

students, these terms are defined blow:

 Emotional Maturity: Emotional Maturity is that characteristic

of emotional behavior that is generally attained by an adult after

the expiry of his adolescent period. After attaining emotional

maturity, he/she will be able to demonstrate a well balanced

emotional behavior in his day to day life. A person may be said to
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be emotionally matured if he has in his possession almost all types

of emotions- positive or negative and is able to express them at the

appropriate time in an appropriate degree.

 Undergraduate Students: Undergraduate students are those

students, studying in three years degree course to get the Bachelor

of Arts degree (B.A HONS). This is the first degree provided by

colleges and universities after 10+2 schooling.

 Resident Students: The students who are studying at

undergraduate level, residing in hostels are resident students.

 Non-resident Students:  The students who are studying at

undergraduate level, not residing in hostels are non-resident

students.

Procedure in Outline

The sample of the study consisted of 200 male undergraduate

students studying in B.A (HONS) social science stream in Aligarh Muslim

University, Aligarh. Out of which 100 are resident students residing in

hostels and 100 non-resident students selected stratified random sampling

technique served as sample of the study. Descriptive survey method of

research was employed for the present study.  A standardized Emotional

Maturity Scale (E.M.S) constructed by Dr. Yashwir Singh and Mahesh

Bhargavia 1990 was used as a measure of emotional maturity. For the

present scale, the emotional maturity has been considered to be constituted

of five different kinds of factors. These are emotional stability, emotional

progression, social adjustment, personality integration and independence.

Significance of difference on emotional maturity between resident and non-

resident undergraduate students was estimated by t-test.
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Analysis of Data

Data was analyzed by using statistical techniques like mean, SD and t-

ratio.

The above table (table 1) depicts the comparison of mean scores of

undergraduate resident and non-resident male students studying at AMU

on the measure of emotional maturity and its components. The mean scores

of undergraduate resident male students on the measures of emotional

stability, emotional progression, social adjustment, personality integration

and independence are 25.06, 23.76, 22.77, 20.39, 18.08 while as the mean

scores of undergraduate non-resident male students on the measures of

emotional stability, emotional progression, social adjustment, personality

integration and independence are 24.17, 24.70,  22.46, 21.16 and 18.90

respectively. The values of ‘t’ are found 0.828, 0.886, 0.306, 0.706 and 1.076

for these dimensions as shown in table 1, which is insignificant even at

0.05 level of confidence. The results thus, show that there are insignificant

differences between resident and non-resident undergraduate male students

on the factors of emotional stability, emotional progression, social

adjustment, personality integration and independence of emotional

maturity. Regarding total emotional maturity the mean scores of resident
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and non-resident undergraduate male students are found 110.06 and 111.39

respectively, whereas, their corresponding SDs are 28.59 and 28.84. When

the ‘t’ value are calculated to find out significant difference between the

means of two groups it is found 0.237, which is again insignificant even at

0.05 level of confidence. On the basis of above findings and related

discussion it is quite evident that insignificant difference is found between

resident and non-resident male undergraduate students on the measure of

emotional maturity. Hence all the hypotheses are not rejected.

In the light of above findings, it can be said that the hostel

environment leads to better emotional development as compared to home

environment. Students residing in hostels perceive average protectiveness,

provision of opportunities to express their views freely, receive reward for

good performance, spend more time with peer groups and getting

responsibility of juniors, achieve self dependence etc. which lead them to

have emotional stability and social adjustment as compared to their

counterparts. Moreover, they develop the ability to deal constructively with

reality, to find more satisfaction in giving than receiving, relate to other

people in a consistent manner with mutual satisfaction and helpfulness

which are important criteria of emotional maturity. It can be inferred from

the findings that students residing in hostels especially in AMU campus

do not have emotional disturbance. They feel suitable environment while

residing in hostels. Opportunities should be given to the students reside in

hostels so that many more social qualities may be developed among them.

The findings may be helpful to school planners, administrators, managers,

principals, teachers as well as parents, so that they can think of providing

better living and learning atmosphere for better development of emotional

maturity.
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“Juvenile offenders are likely to infiltrate into the country time has come
to change the archaic Juvenile Justice Act to ensure that terror suspect

below the age of 18 should be tried under the stringent laws” -

UjjwalNikam, Special Public Prosecutor in the Mumbai shooting case1.

The main object of (juvenile justice care and protection Act) is to

make reform in the juveniles. Now the question arises who are juveniles?

According to law juveniles are those whose age is less than 18 years but

there again emerges an important question really reform has been taking

place or crime ratio of the juveniles has been increasing at alarming rates?

It is ironical that in the same country, we have children being locked

up in prison cells in clear violation of all procedural and human right laws

and on the other hand, we have dreaded terrorists trying to exploit the

country’s legal system in a bid to bypass stringent anti-terror laws.

  This article aims to critique the juvenile justice system in the light

of the recent Mumbai terrorist attack case. The reference to the Mumbai

attack case has been kept at a minimal since the learned judge held that

the accused was not a juvenile and as such was to be tried at regular court

and not at the juvenile justice board. Nevertheless, the very incident exposes

the vulnerability of the entire legal system of the country. It depicts the

juvenile justice act as a weak link in the chain of our criminal system

which can be exploited by anti-national elements waiting in the wings for

an opportunity to endanger our national security.
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The paper focuses on the issue of age determination- possibly the

biggest loophole when it comes to misusing the statute that was legislated

with the intent of being child friendly and the objective of meeting the

requirements of Conventions on the Rights of the Child. The paper does

not advocate doing away with treating children as in need of care and

protection and treating them as hardened criminals. It certainly does not

support reverting to the system that existed before the arrival of Juvenile

Justice Act, 1986. It promotes a middle path, a scenario where stringent

measures are taken against those who commit grave crimes. Letting serious

crimes go unpunished in the name of juvenile justice only makes the system

more prone to misuse. Juvenile delinquents should not be brutalized in

the name of strict action but hardcore criminals should not be allowed to

exploit the legal system and go scot free either. The structure of the paper

has been modelled accordingly by dividing it into different sections. The

first section deals with the arrival of Juvenile Justice Act in India- analyzing

it in depth including a discussion about the system that existed before the

act was passed, the need for such legislation and the reason for bringing in

a new legislation on the same subject later in 2000. The second section

forms the crux of the project as it deals with the issue of age determination.

The conclusion that forms the third and final section is more suggestive in

nature. It is devoted to discussing whether there is a need for a new

legislation or an amendment in the existing one. It reflects on the issue of

national security and advocates change in national interest. 

History of Juvenile Justice

Juvenile Justice in India is governed by the Juvenile Justice (Care

and Protection of Children) Act, 2000. It is a successor to the juvenile

justice Act, 1986 and has been enacted to correct glaring loopholes that

were a characteristic feature of its predecessor, though entirely not without
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failings of its own. These statutes have been enacted in the recent past

with not even a time gap of a quarter of a century as against present times.

This paper explores the situation of juvenile justice in India from the very

beginning. 

Ancient India though governed by a number of laws hardly had

any law specially dealing with juvenile delinquency. As the problem of

neglected children and juvenile delinquency grew with times, a need for

legislation to that effect was felt. India, a British colony then took

inspiration from England, which by then had already passed its own juvenile

legislation. The Apprentices Act was passed in 1850 as the first juvenile

legislation to deal with children in India.  As per the provisions of this act,

children between ten to eighteen years of age found indulging in crime

were placed in apprenticeship in a trade. The Indian Penal Code came

after another ten years had passed. Though it is not a specific legislation

dealing with juvenile justice, nevertheless it has some provisions when it

comes to underage criminals. Section 82  of the IPC grants blanket

immunity to a child below seven years of age imbibing the principle of doli

in capax. The Latin term literally means ‘incapable of crime’. IPC assumes

that a child less than seven years of age does not have the capacity to form

a mental intent to commit a crime knowingly. Section 83[6] of the IPC is

an extension of section 82 with a rider attached. It grants qualified

immunity to a child aged between seven to twelve years. The next milestone

in the history of development of juvenile justice in India was The

Reformatory School Act of 1876 which had a provision to empower the

government to establish reformatory schools and to keep young criminals

there till they found employment. Thereafter, a jail committee was

appointed in 1919 following the recommendations of which separate

legislations dealing with juvenile delinquency were enacted in different
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provinces, the first ones being in Madras, Bengal and Bombay. Since then,

as Professor B.B. Pande of Delhi University in his book puts it, “the twin

concepts of “juvenile delinquency” and “juvenile justice” have gone through

a constant process of evolution and refinement.” After we gained

independence, in 1960 a new act focusing on children was passed. This

was the Children Act, 1960 to “provide for the care, protection,

maintenance, welfare, training, education and rehabilitation of neglected

or delinquent children and for the trial of delinquent children in the Union

Territories.” Even after this, the juvenile justice system faced different

problems; the most important of them being the fact that different states

had different acts to deal with juvenile delinquency which led to children

in equal situation being judged differently in accordance with different

provisions in different acts. The Supreme Court in Sheela Bharse v. Union

of India2 observed “we would suggest that instead of each State having its

own Children’s Act in other States it would be desirable if the Central

Government initiates Parliamentary Legislation on the subject, so that

there is complete uniformity in regard to the various provisions relating to

children in the entire territory of the country. The Children’s Act which

may be enacted by Parliament should contain not only provisions for

investigation and trial of offences against children below the age of 16

years but should also contain mandatory provisions for ensuring social,

economic and psychological rehabilitation of the children who are either

accused of offences or are abandoned or destitute or lost. Moreover, it is

not enough merely to have legislation on the subject, but it is equally, if

not more, important to ensure that such legislation is implemented in all

earnestness and mere lip sympathy is not paid to such legislation and

justification for non-implementation is not pleaded on ground of lack of

finances on the part of the State. The greatest recompense which the State
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can get for expenditure on children is the building up of a powerful human

resource ready to take its place in the forward march of the nation.”

This led to the passing of Juvenile Justice Act, 1986 for the care,

protection and rehabilitation of juvenile delinquents and neglected children.

This act was soon replaced by Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of

Children) Act, 2000; the reason for the replacement being deficiency in

the old Juvenile Justice Act of 1986 that it did not provide for the differential

approach to delinquent juveniles and neglected juveniles. “The aim of J.J.A.

2000 is to consolidate and amend the law relating to juveniles in conflict

with law and children in need of care and protection, by providing for

proper care. Protection and treatment by catering to their development

needs, and by adopting a, child-friendly approach in the adjudication and

disposition of matters in the best interest of children and for their ultimate

rehabilitation through various institutions established under this

enactment.”

The issue of Age Determination

Age determination has been a tricky and controversial issue in juvenile

justice. A number of cases have been decided by the courts in this regard.

In the context of juvenile legislation in India, a juvenile is a person who

has not completed eighteen years of age. Only children below seven to

twelve years of age who are sufficiently mature to understand the

repercussions if their act and children between twelve to eighteen years of

age can be tried under Juvenile Justice Act as children below seven years

of age have been granted blanket immunity, as mentioned above, by the

Indian penal Code. The objective is not to treat such children as adults for

their criminal behavior but to reform and rehabilitate them. I call the

issue of age determination controversial because there is no clarity on the

point. Even in the case of Indian Penal Code, sections 82 and 83 talk about
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children below and above seven years of age but it is silent about seven

year old children. Who is to determine the age bracket they fall in? Section

49 (1)[17] of the Juvenile Justice Act, 2000 confers the power on competent

authority to determine whether the person brought before it is a juvenile,

if he/she appears to be so. But the procedure to determine juvenility of a

person cannot be relied on. The two ways to determine age of the accused

are documentary evidence and medical evidence. In Jaya Mala v. Home

Secretary, Government of J&K3 the apex court held that the age as

ascertained by medical examination is not conclusive proof of age. It is

mere opinion of the doctor and a margin of 2 years could be on either side.

In another high profile case, Bhoop Ram v. State of UP4, the court held

that in case of conflict between documentary evidence and medical report,

the documentary evidence will be considered to be correct. This leads one

to the conclusion that all that it needs to establish and convince court that

a criminal is a juvenile is documentary proof. Now documentary proof is

one of the easiest things to obtain in our country whether it is to get a

license one is legally not entitled to or for furnishing age proof in the court.

In such a case, even if we were to turn to medical examination, which is

held not to be hundred percent conclusive proof by even medicos. By the

Allahabad High Court’s own admission, a doctor is not always truthful. In

Smt. Kamlesh and another. v. State of UP5, the court maintained that a

professional witness is prone to side with a party that engages his/her

services. Thus, a doctor is not always truthful. Now, if age cannot be

determined conclusively by using either documentary evidence or medical

evidence, what is to be done? The apex court in bablooPassi and another.

v. State of Jharkhand and another6,held that no fixed norm had been laid

down by the Act for the age determination of a person and the plea of the

juvenile must be judged strictly on its own merit. The medical evidence as
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to the age of a person, though a very useful guiding factor, is not conclusive

and has to be considered along with other cogent evidence.Apart from the

conclusive determination of age, the question of the date when age has to

be taken into account has also been a matter of controversy. In Umesh

Chandra v. State of Rajasthan7, it was held that it is the date of the offence

that has to be considered. Arnit Das v State of Bihar88

AIR 2000 SC 2264

 overruled the judgement saying that the date of commission of offence is

irrelevant and it is the date of bringing the accused in the court that has to

be taken into account. This was again corrected in Pratap Singh v. State of

Jharkhand9.  Where the court held that “the reckoning date for the

determination of the age of the juvenile is the date of an offence and not

the date when he is produced before the authority or in the Court.”

Conclusion

“The heinous nature of the crime. The cover-up afterwards, the

denial. They were all, to me, earmarks of someone who was acting as an

adult.”-Gary Gambardella10

The above quote summarizes the methodology adopted to hoodwink

the Indian criminal system by hardcore criminals. The lax provisions of

the juvenile justice act like a window of opportunity which can be exploited

to the fullest. Section 16 of the JJ Act lays down provisions for orders that

may be passed regarding a juvenile, wherein the maximum penalty a

juvenile has to pay is to remain in the observation home for three years or

till he attains the age of twenty-one. In Bhoop Ram v. state of UP11 although

the Supreme Court found that the accused had in fact committed the offence

but had to quash the sentence as the accused was already twenty-eight

years of age and could not be sent to an observation home. Arnit Das v.
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State of Bihar12 has been a highly controversial case and has been criticized

to the core but the court seems have to have taken a contrary view from

the previous case because it appears to have entertained similar

apprehensions of persons evading juvenile justice action till they turn 50

years of age. The problem with this decision was that it set the same

yardstick for everyone - whether a serial criminal or a petty offender.

So, an amendment in the existing act is definitely necessary in order

to thwart any attack on the nation. Apart from terrorists taking advantage

of the lacuna in the system, serious crimes like rapes and murders also go

unpunished with the offender wearing the garb of juvenility. The legislators

of the country have their task cut up as they need to work out a middle

path that takes the country’s and society’s interest into account but does

not go to extremes like in the case of Arnit Das.
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INTRODUCTION

Mulk Raj Anand (1905-2004) had made a notable contribution to

Indian writing in English. In his long literary career, he wrote more than a

dozen novels, several collections of short stories and many other books.

He was awarded ‘Padma Bhusan’ , ‘Sahitya Academy Award’and several

other prizes .Today he is remembered as ‘a noble man with noble ideas.’

Anand is loved and praised by his readers and by his countrymen for his

love and sympathy for the poor and the downtrodden.

His love and sympathy for the subalterns is present almost in his

every novel. Beside it, the struggle for hegemony in the pre-independence

era is an important theme in some of his important works.  The struggle of

hegemony not only between the colonial state and the indigenous nationalist

movement but also between Gandhian Ideology and Marxist Ideology was

prominent in the pre-independence era. Sashi Joshi in his “The Struggle

for Hegemony” claims, “Hegemony is not imposed leadership but winning

over the consent of the people by the combatants, in this case the struggle

for hegemony was between the colonial state and indigenous nationalist

movement and further within the movement between the Left and the

Right.”

Mulk Raj Anand has painted a very realistic picture of the

predicament of the subaltern in this struggle of hegemony through the

narratives of some of his remarkable novels. However, I select three novels
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of Mulk Raj Anand- Untouchable (1935), The Coolie (1936) and The

Sword and the Sickle (1942) in order to explore this struggle for

hegemony and the predicament of the subaltern in this struggle.

However, before going to discussion I would like to describe basic

concepts (e.g. Hegemony, Subaltern, Ideology, Marxist ideology, and

Gandhian ideology) related to this paper in brief.

‘Hegemony’ is one of the basic concepts of Marxism. This term was

coined by Italian communist Antonio Gramsci. ‘Hegemony’ means a socially

privileged class dominates the subordinate not by direct or overt means

but by succeeding in making its ideological view of society so pervasive

that the people belonging to subordinate class accept the ideological view

of society and participate in their own oppression.

The term ‘Subaltern’ is derived from the cultural hegemony work

of Antonio Gramsci. In describing ‘history from the below’ he identified

social groups who are excluded from a society’s established structures for

political representation the means by which people have a voice in their

society. These groups who are excluded from established order of the society

are called Subaltern.

An ‘Ideology’ is a set of conscious and unconscious ideas that have

played a crucial role in order to constitute one’s goals, expectations and

actions. In fact, it is a set of ideas proposed by the dominant class of society

in order to exploit the downtrodden.

Louis Althuseer, a great Marxist critic gave a new concept of

‘ideology’ which proposed a special type of discourse: the ‘lacunar discourse’.

The essence of lacunar discourse is what is not told (but suggested).As for

example, the statement “all are equal before the law” suggests all people

irrespective of all classes will get equal opportunity before the law. But in



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF MULTIDISCIPLINARY EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH
ISSN : 2277-7881; IMPACT FACTOR - 2.735
VOLUME 2, ISSUE 11(2), OCTOBER 2013

59

reality we see that the privileged class can afford better legal representation

by its power over the means of production and practically gets privileges

before law.

Gandhi’s ideologies are based on ‘Satya’ (truth) and ‘ahimsa’ (non-violence)

of Hindu and Jain religion and ‘Bhagavad Gita’. He preached what he

practiced. He was a strict vegetarian. The idea of Vegetarianism is deeply

ingrained in Hindu and Jain traditions in India. Gandhi also gave up sexual

relationship at the age of 36.This decision was influenced by the Hindu

idea of ‘Bharmacharya’. Influenced by the Hindu principles of ‘mouna’

(silence) and ‘shanti’ (peace) Gandhi spent one day of each week in silence.

He also advocated the use of homespun cloth (khadi).Gandhi and his

followers accepted the practice of weaving their own clothes from thread

they themselves spun and encouraged others to do so. This was a threat to

British trade and commerce in India.

DISCUSSION

Predicament of the subaltern & the struggle for hegemony

Untouchable (1935)

Mulk Raj Anand (1905-2004) in his novels gives us a realistic picture

of contemporary society. In his novels, he deals with exploitation of the

subaltern, injustice, underprivileged landless peasants, race relationship

and so on .The novel Untouchable (1935) covers the span from 1930 to

1940 when poverty, caste prejudices and inhuman exploitation of the masses

were predominant in society. It was Gandhi who declared a direct war

against these social evils. Inhuman exploitation of the subalterns was the

main theme of the novel. This novel also highlights the confused state of a

downtrodden, a scavenger boy named Bakha in the struggle for hegemony

between British colonial ideology and the nationalistic ideology and also
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between Gandhian and Marxist ideology. However, this novel describes a

single day in the life of the protagonist, Bakha, a scavenger boy.

Anand highlighted sufferings, misery and wretchedness of the poor

because of the exploitation of the downtrodden. The very first paragraph

of the novel throws light on inhuman condition of the outcastes’ colony

where the downtrodden or subalterns lived:

“The outcastes’ colony was a group of mud-walled houses that

clustered together in two rows, under the shadow of the town and

cantonment, but outside their boundaries and separate, from them. There

lived the scavengers, the leather-workers, the washer men, the barbers,

the water-carriers, the grass-cutters and other outcastes from Hindu society.

A brook ran near the lane, once with crystal-clear water, now soiled by the

dirt and filth of the public latrines situated about it, the odor of the hides

and skins of dead carcases left to dry on its banks, the dung of donkeys,

sheep, horses, cows and buffaloes heaped up to be made fuel cakes, and

the biting, choking, pungent fumes that oozed from its sides. The absence

of the drainage system had, through the rains of various seasons, made of

a quarter a marsh which gave out the most offensive stink. And together

the ramparts of human and animal refuse that lay on the outskirts of this

little colony, and the ugliness, the squalor and the misery which lay within

it, made it an ‘uncongenial’ place to live in.” (Untouchable: Penguin India,

p. 1)

Cultural Hegemony created by the British colony provoked the

young men and women to remake themselves in the image of ‘Sahib’ and

‘Memsahib’. Bakha like many other young men of this age was also a victim

to the British cultural hegemony. Bakha imitated the lifestyle of the ‘sahibs’

and desired to live in this manner but his excessive imitation of the western

lifestyle or his excessive ‘fashun’ made him ‘pilpali sahib’ (imitation sahib),



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF MULTIDISCIPLINARY EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH
ISSN : 2277-7881; IMPACT FACTOR - 2.735
VOLUME 2, ISSUE 11(2), OCTOBER 2013

61

an object of ridicule. Although his father abused him, he wanted to remake

himself in the image of the ‘Tommies’:

“But Bakha was a child of modern India. The clear-cut styles of

European dress had impressed his naïve mind…Bakha had looked at the

Tommies, stared at them with wonder and amazement when he first went

to live at the British regimental barracks with his uncle. He had had

glimpses, during his sojourn there, of the life the Tommies lived, sleeping

on strange low canvas beds covered tightly with blankets, eating eggs,

drinking tea and wine in tin mugs, going to parade and then walking down

to the bazaar with cigarettes in their mouths and small silver- mounted

canes in their hands. And he had soon become possessed with an

overwhelming desire to live their life.”(Untouchable: Penguin India,

p.2-3)

Bakha’s submission to the hegemonic structure of British colony

was probably shattered by Gandhian nationalist ideology when Gandhi

and his followers discarded foreign clothes and burnt them:

“‘Let’s discard foreign clothe. Let’s burn it.!’ the Congress volunteers

were shouting. And true enough, Bakha saw people throwing their caps,

their silk shirts and aprons into the pile’ which soon became a blazing

bonfire.” (Untouchable: Penguin India, p. 140)

Bakha’s father Lakha symbolizes the silent voice of a subaltern

who accepts existing social order as a general way of life. He is a symbol of

passive acceptance of high-caste exploitation. That is why; he silently

tolerates everyday humiliation and even molestation of his own daughter

Sohini. He never thinks of a revolt against his oppressors:

“We cannot do that. They are superiors…They are our masters. We

must respect them and do as they tell us.” (Untouchable: Penguin India,

p.71)
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In this novel, Sohini is perhaps the most oppressed character. She

is a victim not only to the caste exploitation but also to sex exploitation. As

a girl belonging to the lower caste, she is represented waiting patiently for

a long time when she goes to fetch water from a well. Envied by her beauty,

Gulabo, a washer woman belonging to upper caste not only abuses her but

also attempts to hit her when Sohini laughs hilariously at the ridiculous

abruptness of Gulabo’s abuse.

She has also become a victim of sexual exploitation because of her

caste and poverty. She is beautiful but does not have enough cloth to conceal

her beauty. When the pundit tries to molest her, she screams and tries to

protest but when the pundit accuses her for polluting him, she realizes her

helpless condition and accepts her humiliation like any other woman of

her class. The voice of a subaltern is again suppressed.

This novel describes a single day incident of the oppression of the

protagonist Bhaka. Being a son of a scavenger he is exploited from every

class of society. He does not have any freedom to roam freely or eat according

to his own will. He does not have right to go to a god or goddess in a temple

to express his grief.

While walking through a street he touches unwillingly a high caste

Hindu. The defiled Hindu slaps him in spite of his apology to him. Again

when he is roaming near a temple, a Brahmin sees him on the steps and

shouts at him for polluting the temple. While climbing down the steps he

finds his sister standing terrified .He is told by his sister that the priest of

the temple tries to molest her. When he enrages and tries to protest, his

sister pacifies him because she knows very well that nobody listens to them

.So, there is an organized evil in the form of hegemony engulfs the

downtrodden entirely. The colonial rule and the privileged class suppressed

their voice and they accepted it as a general way of life.
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Colonel Hutchinson, the chief of the local Salvation Army symbolizes

‘ideological state apparatus’ of British rule in India. He targeted those

poor outcastes who were exploited by high class people of their own religion

and tried to convert them into Christians. Through Christian religion the

colonizers wanted to exploit the natives and to erode their own culture

and religion.

However, The British Government did not have the sincerity to

challenge caste prejudices prevalent in the society. The government was

indifferent to the ignorance and prejudices of the high-caste Hindus. In

fact, they did not want to disturb the existing social order for their own

selfish motifs and to marginalize the subalterns for the benefit of the

privileged class.

Mentally tormented and disgusted with Hutchinson’s efforts to

convert him into a Christian, Bakha sought mental peace in the ideology

of Gandhi who came to meeting in the golbagh where Mahatma was going

to speak. Gandhi in his speech gave a strong blow on the Government’s

indifferent attitude to the problem of untouchability by saying that

“government tried to alienate from Hinduism by giving them a separate

legal and political status.”(p.136) Gandhi also said:

“As you all know, while we are asking for freedom from the grip of

a foreign nation, we have ourselves, for centuries, trampled underfoot

millions of human beings without feeling the slightest remorse of our

iniquity. For me the question of these people is moral and religious. When

I undertook a fast unto death for their sake, it was in obedience to the call

of my conscience.”  (Untouchable: Penguin India, p.136)
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But Bakha did not understand all those words uttered by Gandhi.

He was confused. “He was restless. He hoped that Mahatma wouldn’t go

on speaking of things he (Bakha) couldn’t understand.” (p.136)

However, the end of Gandhi’s speech seemed to have touched the

core of Bakha’s heart when Gandhi said:

 “…Two of the strongest desires that keep me in the flesh are the

emancipation of the untouchables and the protection of the cow. When

these two desires are fulfilled there is swaraj, and there lies my soul’s

deliverance.” (Untouchable: Penguin India, p.140)

But Bakha’s faith in Gandhian ideology was soon disturbed by the

Marxist Ideology and the criticism of Gandhi by a bookish Marxist Mr.

R.N. Bashir, B.A. (Oxon), Barrister-in-Law. He called Gandhi a ‘humbug’.

He also said:

“He is a fool. He is a hypocrite. In one breath he says he wants to

abolish untouchablity, in the other he asserts that he is an orthodox Hindu.

He is running counter to the spirit of our age. He is in the fourth century

B.C. with his swadeshi and his spinning wheel. We live in the twentieth.”

(Untouchable: Penguin India, p.141)

But soon he was counterattacked by the believer in gandhian

ideology, Iqbal Nath Sarshar, the young poet who edits Nawan jung (New

Era).The poet said:

“He has his limitations but he is fundamentally sound. He may be

wrong in wanting to shut India off from the rest of the world by preaching

the revival of the spinning-wheel, because, as things are, that can’t be

done. But even in that regard he is right. For it is not India’s fault that it

is poor; it is the world’s fault that the world is rich!...”  (Untouchable:

Penguin India, p.142)



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF MULTIDISCIPLINARY EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH
ISSN : 2277-7881; IMPACT FACTOR - 2.735
VOLUME 2, ISSUE 11(2), OCTOBER 2013

65

Although the young poet did not give any strong and clear reasons

for his supporting Gandhian Ideology and explained Gandhian ideology

with the help of complex philosophical doctrines, his mention of ‘flush

system’ gave a new ray of hope to the downtrodden, Bakha. The young

poet said that with the help of the ‘flush system’ “sweepers can be free

from the stigma of untouchability and assume the dignity of status that is

their right as useful members of a casteless and careless society.”(p.146)

And the novel ends with this new hope for the untouchables.

Coolie (1936)

In Coolie, Mulk Raj Anand again has painted a pathetic picture of

a subaltern named Munoo. He is oppressed from his childhood. In the

beginning of the story, Munoo is represented as a boy of fourteen, a student

of fifth standard on the Kangra hills. There he lived a carefree and happy

life. But soon his fate was changed. After his mother’s death, he became

an orphan and was ill-treated by his uncle and aunt. His father’s small

land had been snatched by the rich landlord of the village. The novelist

tells, “He had heard of how the landlord seized his father’s five acres of

land…He knew how his father had died a slow death of bitterness and

disappointment and left his mother a penniless beggar…” (Coolie: penguin

India,p.2-3)

However, his uncle decided to send him to Shyam Nagar so that he

would earn money as a boy servant at Babu Nathoo Ram’s house. The

family had no sympathy for him. Nathoo Ram’s wife Bibiji ill-treated him.

One day playing monkey, he bit Nathoo Ram’s daughter Sheila on her

cheek to make himself the real monkey. It was regarded a sexual assault.

The infuriated Nathoo Ram said:
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“…The spoiler of our salt has bitten Sheila on her cheek! Has not the

wicked age come! This boy! He is hardly yet born! And he attacks the

honour of his master’s child! Heavens!”(Coolie: penguin India,p.58)

Bibiji abused him bitterly and Nathoo Ram beat him with a stick.

He could not tolerate the torture of the family and slipped out of the house

in the evening. He entered a railway compartment with great difficulty

and got under a seat covered with dust.

One of the passengers Seth Prabh Dayal, a kind hearted man and

the owner of a pickle factory in Dulatpur decided to keep Munoo as a

servant. The life in the factory was not easy. He worked from early morning

till late in the morning in a suffocating atmosphere. He was afraid of another

owner of the factory Ganpat who treated him badly. Once he also slapped

Munoo for no faults. When Seth Pravh Dayal was ruined by the wicked

and treacherous Ganpat, Munoo decided to work as a coolie but he faced

an extreme competition with the strong coolies to get work in the grain

and vegetable market. The narrator describes:

“For there were swarms of coolies about . And, urged by the fear of

having to go without food, driven by the fear of hunger gnawing in their

bellies, they rushed frantically at the shops, pushing ,pulling, struggling

to shove each other out of the way…” (Coolie: penguin India ,p.126)

  So, he decided to work as a Railway coolie but Police did not allow

him to work as a railway coolie because he had no license.

With the help of a kind elephant driver of a circus company, Munoo came

to Bombay. He saved a little girl of Hari Har, a worker in Sir George White

Cotton Mill, from the middle of a busy road in Bombay. As a reward, he got

a job in Sir George White Cotton Mill. In this factory, we see the inhuman

exploitation of the subalterns in the hands of colonizers and bourgeois
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capitalists. Here Munoo is a victim to both capitalist and industrialist

exploitation. The conditions in the mill are inhuman and the coolies are

slowly killed in the poisonous, suffocating atmosphere of the factory. The

narrator describes:

“By noon time Munoo felt perspiration running down from the top of his

head to his face and down his neck to his body. Being intent on his job, he

could not wipe it, and he tried to get used to it, regarding it as a sort of

poison which it was good for his body to cast off in liquid shape. Only it

was clammy and exuded a warmth which was becoming unbearable.”

(Coolie: penguin India ,p186)

Chimta sahib or Jimmie Thomas, the English foreman of the factory

was cruel and inhuman. The proletariats are ill-paid and ill-nourished by

Jimmie. The Sikh merchant behaved like a monopolist businessman who

exploited the factory workers financially with the full support of Jimmie.

The capitalist attitude was also well exposed in the behavior of the mill

owner Mr. White who did not pay wages to the factory workers regularly.

The capitalists also did not hesitate to play with the communal

feelings of the colonized for their own selfish motifs. When the coolies

carried on their strike, they caused a communal disturbance in Bombay by

spreading the rumor that the Muslims had kidnapped Hindu children. As

a result of it, many people of both communities lost their lives but the

strike was withdrawn.

These capitalists and industrial revolution also led to sexual

exploitation of the subalterns. This is clearly manifested in the behavior of

Mrs. Mainwaring who sexually exploited Munoo and also gave him the

strenuous job of rickshaw-puller in the hilly regions of Simla. He was unable

to tolerate it and finally died of consumption. Therefore, A.C. Thorat aptly
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remarks in his paper entitled “The Theme of Oppression in Mulk Raj

Anand’s Novels : A Study”, “Munoo’s exploitation is symbolically the

exploitation of the poor. Munoo’s predicament is characteristically that of

the proletariats.In the fond hope of survival, he moves from village to town,

from town to city, from city to Bombay and finally from Bombay to

Shimla…”

It is interesting to note that Ratan and other trade union leaders

influenced by the Marxist ideology tried to save the workers but they failed

to lead the workers when deliberately a communal disturbance was created

by the colonist factory owners. Through the incident of Ratna’s termination

from job, All- India Trade Union Federation’s negotiation with the mill

owners and the conflict between the trade union leaders (e.g. between

Sauda and Lalla Onkar Nath) Anand tries to expose the futility of the

Trade union leaders in the pre-independence era .Although the influence

of Gandhian ideology on the characters of the novel is not clearly seen, the

entire novel can be called Gandhian critique of capitalism or

industrialization. Anand reflects Gandhian views to Capitalism and

industrialization which exploited the subaltern mercilessly. Gandhi was

against capitalism because of its inhumanity, because of man’s indifference

to man. Thus, Munoo was fascinated by the machine at first but later the

factory appeared to be inferno for him. So, Rama Jha in her book Gandhian

Thoughts and Indio-Anglian Novelists says,”It is in the handling of

the situation Anand’s upholding of Gandhian values becomes clear.”(p.69)

The Sword and the Sickle (1942)

This novel belongs to a trilogy-”Village”, “Across the Black Waters”

and “the Sword and the Sickle”. This trilogy deals with the three parts of

the life of Lal Singh or Lalu- Lalu’s life in boyhood, youth and early

manhood from the beginning of the first world war of 1914-18 up to the
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post-war period. The sword and the Sickle describes Lalu’s involvement

in the Freedom Movement of India.

Through the narrative of this novel Anand throws light on the

exploitation of the poor farmers(subaltern) in the hands of British colonizers

and rich landlords, the struggle for hegemony between Gandhian and

Marxist ideology and the futility of the Marxist leaders in the pre-

independence era.

The poor farmers were exploited by three kinds of officials –White,

Brown and Black. The white was invisible, the Brown more or less visible

and the Black was the worst of all. It is interesting to note that natives

(black officials) exploited the farmers more because they mixed among the

people and knew everyone by name. According to one-eyed Sukhua who

was a poor farmer, the Manager Sahib of the state of Nasirabad was one of

them. He said to the Count, a Marxist leader:

“There were two men in our village who cultivated a land in the name of

his nephew. The manager would not write the nephew’s name on the paper

unless greased his palm with fifty rupees. And when they had paid the

sum, Huzoor and the name was written in the book it was time to pay

again, for the rent was due…”

When the Count asked about the exploitation of the landlord of

Nasirabad, one-eyed Sukhua said:

“You landlord folk send you accountants to collect rent and settle

disputes, while you yourself go eating the air of Lucknow or Vilayat…”

(The Sword and the Sickle: Jonathan Cape,p. 97-98)

But the oppression of the subalterns at the extreme level was evident

when the officials of the landlord compelled the ailing son of a poor farmer

to climb to a tree from which he had fallen and died. When Tiwari asked
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the father of the deceased boy why he did not go to police, he replied “the

police will beat us if we go to them”.(p.162)

The conflict between Gandhian and Marxist ideology is clearly seen

in this novel when Gandhi appears on the political scene in India. Though

the Marxist leaders failed to achieve their purpose through violent acts,

they looked Gandhi as a man of deformity and criticized Gandhian

philosophy sharply.

In Anand Bhawan there was a debate about the violent peasant

movement between Lal Singh and Gandhi. When Lal Singh said:

“ ‘ The peasants are ready to do what you advise them to do,

Mahatmaji’, he said, ‘They are ready for the fight…’

‘They are not ready for the kind of fight which I want to wage’, said

Mahatma, hard and determined. ‘If they had been there wouldn’t have

been trouble in the Nasirabad estate.’

‘That was because the peasants protested against the death of a

young man through the forced labour,’ Lalu said.

‘That is not the answer’, said the Mahatma in a slow, even voice.

‘Even if there were ill- treated, non-violent volunteers should be able to

withstand the suffering and then exert their wills by passive disobedience…’

“( The Sword and the Sickle: Jonathan Cape,p.196)

When Gandhi said in his speech in Anand Bhawan, “… I call myself

a Sanatani Hindu and am therefore pledged to the protection of the

cow…”(p.191), Lalu did not expect that Gandhi defined his religion so

narrowly as to call himself a Sanatani Hindu, ‘a sect which was notorious

for its conservative fanaticism.” (p.191)
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Prof. Verma , a bookish Marxist under the mask of bourgeois

capitalist severely criticized Gandhi’s concept of hand spinning:

“The Mahatma knows that …all the yarn necessary for the needs

of the country  cannot be produced by hand spinning. So, he shuts a corner

of his left eye and winks at the factory men…”(The Sword and the Sickle:

Jonathan Cape,p.203)

But it is curious to note that when they fail in the revolutionary

acts, the count suggests that Gandhi should be called upon. However, the

Marxist revolution represented in this novel is merely bookish and without

any sympathy for the subaltern. The narrator remarks on the indifferent

attitude of the bourgeois   Marxist leaders(e.g. Prof. Verma) to the poor

peasants in the following words:

“The learned man’s reticence and proud assurance of superiority

had lately irritated Lalu the more because he was aware of the professor’s

growing contempt for the half-backed agitators around Rajgarh.”(The

Sword and the Sickle: Jonathan Cape,p.229)

But Lalu was also not sympathetic with poor peasants. He said:

“Stupid, insensate and cruel, concerned about their own little plots

of land, ignorant of the forces which oppressed them …What was the destiny

of man without a sense of right or wrong?”(The Sword and the Sickle:

Jonathan Cape,p.232)

 In fact, the Marxist leaders, are the bourgeois capitalists (except

Lalu) under the mask of capitalist and they also lacked of proper skill of

leadership. Their leadership was whimsical which caused intolerable

sufferings of the poor peasants. Lalu wanted to say to the poor peasants:
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“We failed because we had not changed, because our habits, ideas,

opinions were narrow and contained within the circle of Kisan Nagar,

because neither our leaders nor we ourselves knew what all our other

brothers were doing …” (The Sword and the Sickle: Jonathan Cape, p.366)

Sarshar’s remark on the communist leader on Rampal Singh, the

count is also remarkable in this respect:

“He wants to lead the peasant movement and yet he runs away

from his work among the kisans to the waiting-rooms of the deputy

commissioner, begging, imploring, rubbing his nose to be allowed to stay

in his ancestral place!”(The Sword and the Sickle: Jonathan Cape, p.334)

He also said: “He thinks that if he goes and licks the boots of the

sarkar they will reinstitute him in his wing of palace and everything will

be all right! Wah, my revolutionary!” (The Sword and the Sickle: Jonathan

Cape, p.335)

However, one of the main reasons behind the failure of Marxist

hegemony in the freedom movement in India is that it failed to grip the

masses. Sashi Joshi in his “The Struggle for Hegemony in India” claims

that “The concept of hegemony can therefore be treated to Marx’s famous

dictum: Ideas become a material force when they grip the masses.” Sashi

also claims in this book, “Gramsci’s conception of building counter

hegemony cannot be performed by a communist party” in India because

“In the light of this(Indian) experience Gramsci’s theory of a hegemonic

communist is inherently contradictory.” (p.356)

But in this novel the poor peasants also did not find shelter in Gandhian

ideology and his Congress because they were also neglected by the Congress

leaders. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru could not keep the promise which he

had made. The narrator said:
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“As the rumour that Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru was to speak at a big

peasant meeting at Kisan Nagar had spread throughout the countryside,

hundreds of kisans came surging from all directions that morning, hours

in advance of the meeting, sun burnt and sweating, with their layers of

dust on their feet…”

Lal Singh was thrilled almost to breaking point as he went to the

palace to fetch the exalted for the meeting, immediately after the midday

meal.

Unfortunately for him however, he found that Panditji had already

left that afternoon in response to a telegram which summoned him to urgent

business in Allahabad…” (The Sword and the Sickle: Jonathan Cape,p.240)

Therefore, M. K. Naik in his A History of Indian English

Literature writes, “In his picture of both Communism and Gandhism

Anand resorts to cheap irony (the Communists especially are shown to be

a crowd of clowns), thus depriving Lal Singh’s quest of any possible

seriousness.”(p.165)

CONCLUSION

Arnab Roy Chowdhury in his essay “Subaltern Studies” claims that

“Guha defines the ‘elites’ as dominant indigenous and foreign groups in

the colonial India who controlled the rest of the society…The subalterns

are oppressed and subjugated by the elites in their mundane everyday life.

However, there are moments of outburst when they rebel subjugation.”

From the above discussion of three novels we also see the oppression

and subjugation of the subalterns (e.g. Bakha, Sohini, Rakha in

Untouchable, poor peasants in The Sword and the Sickle, Munoo,

Hari Har and other factory workers in Coolie) by the elites in their

mundane everyday life. There are also moments of outburst (e.g. the anger
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of Bakha after the old priest’s attempt to molest his sister in Untouchable,

the strike of the factory workers at George White Cotton Mill in Coolie,the

movement of the poor peasants in The Sword and the Sickle) when

they rebel against subjugation.

A close reading of the three novels reveals that despite apparent

criticism of Gandhian ideology Anand ultimately supports Gandhian

philosophy instead of Marxism and it also points out the reasons behind

the success of Gandhian Ideology in the Indian Freedom Movement.

Gandhi was able to connect between his philosophy and intuitive

mass collective consciousness or ‘common sense’ which was the key to

success of his philosophy in the Indian Freedom Movement. “Common

sense means incoherent sense of generally held assumptions and beliefs to

any given society…” (Asifa Zunaidha: “Gramsci & Gandhi: Discovering

the Logic of Mass Movement”)Therefore, before going to raise mass

collective consciousness Gandhi tried to know and understand popular

religion (Hindu) and also “the entire system of belief , superstitions, ways

of seeing things and of acting which are collectively bundled together in

the name of folklore.”(Asifa Zunaidha : “Gramsci & Gandhi : Discovering

the Logic of Mass Movement”)Asifa also said in this paper, “Before

embarking mass mobilization, Gandhi tried to understand the Indian

civilization, the philosophy of its own people through their languages,

customs, traditions, common sense, religion and so on.”

Gandhi desperately tried to destroy the British cultural Hegemony

on the minds of common people of India with the help of some of his

innovative tools (e.g. Bahgavad  Gita, concept of Ram Rajya etc.).Therefore,

Gandhi was a severe critique of Modern Western Civilization and its

hegemony in the consciousness of the masses because Gandhi realized that

freedom of the soul (swaraj) and the freedom of the nation from the bondage
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of foreign rule was possible if the hegemony in the consciousness of the

masses would be destroyed.
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Introduction:

Sublimation in an Artist’s context generates creative emotions in

mind and provides clarity of mind. It embodies in ideals of unknown. It

purifies brain and creates an atmosphere through which all hidden desires,

deep sorrows and unfulfilled passions having distractive power come out

of heart and hence controls mental obsession.

A rationalistic thinker with consciousness of super- interaction with

space, relativity and sense of perception is identified with the Truth. The

interactive consciousness with Sublime thoughts does not doubt the

knowledge of artist and directs him towards spirituality and leads to a

path of immense creative richness.

“Inspired by heaven, now there sounded

The voice Peter, rich and loud: ‘begin with God’s help! ‘By a crowd

Of favorites and friends surrounded,

He steps forth from his tents .His eyes

Blaze, and his stem face lighting, lends it

Awesomeness. He’s swift, he’s splendid!

God’s storm is he in human guise.”
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Legends and Primitive References:

There are many stories regarding the ‘Commencement of Art’ with

sublime bliss. One of the well-known legends is –

One of the Brahmin’s Sons passed away. He was sorrow stricken and was

lamenting and weeping over his child’s premature death. At that time,

God Vishnu appeared and asked him the reason of his melancholy. On

being told the whole story, Lord Vishnu asked him to draw a portrait of his

son. The Brahmin did as was told by the Deity, and the moment the drawing

completed, the benevolent Lord brought the lifeless graphic to reality, and

thus the dead son was resurrected of Death…. Some feel that the birth of

Sublime art is direct outcome of man’s desire to communicate and delineate

his feeling in a lasting illustration and manner and nature has been his

inspiration.

The law of modes of Sublime art since primitive times has been the

same. What has changed is the aim of expression hence, only media differed.

To begin with, a canvas starts connecting to a man are mind and with time

intermingles with the life and religion of the Artist. Sublime is not limited

or circumscribed, it concludes that man does not live by bread alone and

our senses need nourishment. Sublime art supplies those needs that fulfill

the aesthetic sense of man and connect him to the Greatest Creator- God.

Sublime is as essential in art as is air and water for human life, without  it

man would   not have gained any culture or civilization. It adds Divinity

and Universalization of Spiritual Domination.

Explanation and Sources:

Sublime is an immortal source of prayer for the Artist or an observer

and fills the remaining vital gap in an idle and meaningless life. It proclaims

through itself the famous words of John Keats- “a thing of beauty is a joy
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forever”. Its loveliness increases to a level that it never fades into

nothingness……..

If Sublime is used in education, painting, decoration, medical

illustration of human body, in teaching visual aids or in any construction

of plans that one can ever imagine, it will become mirror of art  through

which one can see gradual and constant development of creative values.

Naming the major spiritual sources sublime (original ideas, extra

ordinary passions, the beauty of speech combined with the greatness of

thought). The sublime was far removed from bustle everyday life, petty

vanity, the desire to dominate: “Such are riches, dignities, honour, power

and those other specious and as it were theoretical things, which

notwithstanding all their outward pomp, will never be esteemed real and

substantial goods in the judgment of a wise man. On the contrary, no greater

good can accrue to us. Sublime art as a powerful natural source reflecting

the greatness of God, which had a profound Philosophical meaning and

could help to solve the problem of “Meaning of Life”. This in turn leads to

the process of Nobel disdain greatness of soul. A sublime phenomenon is

grand and comprehensible and gives repulsion, amazement and delight.

Sublime is a gust of wind during a thunderstorm which is a hundred times

stronger than usual winds or the love which rises above qualitative frightens

of a man. The sublime is the aesthetic a property of subjects which have

positive value for society but also possess unexplored potential.

The sublime is an objective aesthetic property of objects and

phenomena which have considerable positive social significance affecting

the life of nations and mankind as a whole. The grace of sublime is the

beautiful realm of man’s freedom, religious and mystical ideas which

identify itself with God.
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Conclusion:

Sublime in art is mysteriously grimier light coming through stained

glass windows. The subdued light, the ore of mystery and the rush of

heavenly worlds combine to produce the effect of unreality far removed

from the humdrum existence but the view behind the sublime to art is

purely psychological state is a suggestion off man’s potential power, which

has yet to revile itself. It is on the world job of busting forth the very image

of the sublime- the beauty which is right here but does not yet quite obey

men. Adopting the process of sublime submission, an artist is carious and

vain, His soul becomes blinded, lightning mad with emotions and he gives

the outcome of particularly elevated style. Here is the description of sublime

in art form is selections exhausting terms belonging to elevated style and

creates an impressive pictures.

Importance of sublime in arts is mirror of social life sand beliefs it gives

freedom to thought, expression and exploration. It can be appropriately

exclaimed that Sublime Art is pen of creative spirit which has universal

appeal. It grows with growth of the artisan and dances with its rhythm.

Sublime makes the rocks to speak, stones to sing and caves to remember

the cry of joy and hope and makes art an immortal form of dreams. It gives

initiative spirit and create ancestral faith in religion and thus unfolded

vision of reality occurs, which reflects independent reality in best manner 

through art and the creation of artist becomes living spirit forever………
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Introduction:

The origin of libraries lies in keeping of written records, a practice

at least to the 3rd millennium BC in Babylonia. The first libraries as

repositories of books those of the Greek temples and established in

Conjunction with the Greek schools of philosophy in the 4th century BC.

Library is a collection of Information resources in print or other

forms that is organized and made accessible for reading or study. The library

is product of civilization. A library is a collection of literary documents or

records kept for reference or borrowing but also meet the functional,

research, educational needs of its users.

At present computer and electronic age, libraries are increasingly

being redefined as places to get unrestricted access to information in many

formats and form many sources.

Today libraries are extending their services beyond the physical

walls of a building by providing material accessible by electronic means,

and by providing the assistance of librarians in navigating and analyzing

tremendous amount of information with a variety of digital tools.

Etymology of the word:

 The word library is derived from Latin word “liber” which means

book. Derivations from the Greek bibliotheka are used in German, French,
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Norwegian, Spanish, Swedilh, Danish, Polish, etc used the words that derive

from their own words for books.

Definition of the library:

According to the new universal Encyclopedia Library was considered

to be a “Store house for the recorded experience of mankind”.

Type of libraries:

1. National libraries

2. Academic libraries (School, college and university)

3. Special libraries (industrial and Technical Libraries)

4. Public Libraries

Public libraries:

A public library is one which is open to the public without any

distinction of caste, creed, race religion, Sex, region, language, nationality,

social status etc., and which is financed by public funds and should preserve

all types of reading and learning materials including Audio, Video and

digital / electronic models, which should be available for consultation and

lending.

The Public library is a purpose informative, educative and cultural

agency and cultural agency and above all it is an agency of communication.

It exists to facilitate the full flow of information, which is considered as an

essential economic tool. As we understood today, the public library is

considered to be an intellectual power house.

A public library as a Social organization is also an instrument of

Social Change.
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A public library has a very important role to disseminate knowledge

fields of learning because it is basically linked up with the Social welfare

of its people.

UNESCO states that “A public library is a living force of peoples education”.

Definitions of the Public library:

The most appropriate definition is given by UNESCO.

The public library is a practical demonstration of Democracy’s faith

in universal education is a continuing and life long process in the

appreciation of the achievement of humanity in knowledge and culture.

The public library is concerned with refreshment of man’s Spirit of

the provision of books for relaxation and pleasure, with assistance to the

student and with provision to up-to-date technical, scientific and

sociological information.

To fulfill its purpose, the public library must be readily accessible

and its doors open for force and equal use by all members of the community,

regardless of race, colour, nationality, age, sex, religion, language, status

or educational attainment.

The term “public library” brings together two concepts, namely,

PUBLIC and LIBRARY.

Public libraries Growth:

Public libraries arose worldwide along with growth in education,

literacy and publications Every country has its own public library history

with influential leaders. Monarchs, wealthy people and philanthropists

have all made a contribution to society in the form of public library

development.
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Indian emperors and Kings were supported scholars and scholarship.

There is evidence of well – developed libraries in our country such as

Nalanda University in Bihar had its own library other ancient universities

such as Taxila and Vikramashila, Mughal emperors Babur, Humayun and

Akbar also established and developed the libraries.

Befor Independence on January 31, 1902, the Imperial library Act

was passed and Lord Curzon transformed the calcalta public library into

Imperial library in 1906.

After Independence:

                      After independence, the growth of libraries in general has

been remarkable, the public library scene in india improved Considerably

during the port independence period. The Government of India allotted

funds for public library development in its five-years plans.

Objectives of public libraries:

According to S.R. Ranganathan

1) It should help lifelong self- education to one and all

2)  It should furnish up- to- date facts and Information on all Subjects

to one and all.

3)  It should provide a harmless and elevating use leisure to one and

all.

4)  It should work for continued Social well – being, as the sgency in

charge of all Socialized recorded thought.

Thus a library has educational, Informational, polilical, economic,

industrial, cultural and antiquarian objectives.
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Purpose of public libraries:

The purpose of the public library according to IFLA|UNESCO guide lines

for development, 2001.

“ Provide resources and Services in variety of media to meet the needs of

individuals and groups for education, Information and personal

development including recreation and leisure.”

They have an important role in the development and maintenance of a

democratic society by giving the individual access to a wide and varied

range of knowledge, ideas and opinions.

 Functions of Public Libraries:

The UNESCO manifesto enjoins that the public library should provide.

a)  To educate them solves continuously

b) To keep abreast of progress in all fields of knowledge.

c) To maintain freedom of expression and constructively critical

attitude towards all public issues.

d) To be more efficient in their day – to – day activities

e) To aid generally in the advancement of knowledge

Obstacles to public libraries:

Four basic obstacles may prevent the effective functioning of public

libraries.

1. Libraries reluctance to a assume a non-traditional role.

2. Poor public perception of the libraries function

3. Lack of resources
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4. The absence of an underlying philosophy to serve as a basis for

coherent planning.

Committees on public libraries

The Government of India appointed a committee in 1957 to report

on the status of public library development in the country. It is also called

the Sinha committee after its chair, the late Dr. A.P Sinha who was at the

time director of public instruction in Bihar.

Sinha committees charge included

 Determing present reading needs, how they are met, and what part

existing library systems play in meeting the needs.

 Determing reading tastes, what agencies provide suitable literature

and how reading taste can be improved.

 Recommending future library structure in India.

 Recommending areas of cooperation between libraries and education

systems.

 Recommending the administration and financial measures necessary

to support public libraries in India.

The committee submitted its report to Dr. K.L. Shrimali, who was

minister for education on the 12th of November, 1958.

National policy on library & Information system (NAPLIS)

In 1985, a committee was set up under the chairmanship of Prof.

D.P. Chaltopadhaya to formulate   a national policy on library &

Information system (NAPLIS). The committee submitted its report in

May 1986. Following that, another committee looked at implications of

the report and created an action plan for its implementation. The
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empowerment submitted its report in April 1988 and an implementation

cell was formed to implement its recommendations with in a period of six

months (Bhatacharjee 1999, P. 19-20) yet another working group, under

the joint secretary to the government of India  in the Department of culture

was constituted to examine its recommendations for implementation. The

working group submitted its report in July 1993 and suggested

implementing only 29 out of 60 recommendations made by the NAPLIS.

The following are some of the recommendations of NAPLIS related

to public libraries.

Proposal for maintenance and development of public libraries should

preferably come from state legislative enactment. The central government

may revise the model public library Bill funds for library development

should come from each state, either from general revenue or from local

taxation. Central Government agencies may provide funds under plan

expenditure.

 Efforts should emphasize rural public libraries a villages with an

adequate population should have a community library/ rural

community central which will also serve as an information centre.

Resources from various agencies engaged in the public health, adult

education, state and Central Government etc., should be used to build

up and maintain this centre.

 The Government Increase its assistance to state Government in the

development of public libraries. The RRLF, as the national agency for

coordinating and assisting the development of public libraries should

be suitably strengthened in order to this.

 The ministry of rural development has a plan for one community centre

in every panchayat centre. The Department of culture in and the
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minister of rural development have agreed to provide library services

at each of these rural community centers.

 All public libraries with in a state should from a part of a network

extending from village library through community centre library, district

library, state network and should be linked to the national information

grid (Sahib  2003)

PUBLIC LIBRARIES DURING FIVE YEAR PLANS:

FIRST FIVE YEAR PLAN, 1951 – 56:

The First plan provision was Rs. 140 million for social education,

physical education, and youth welfare, out of the total budget for education

of Rs. 1.33 billion libraries were considered to be part of social education.

Rs. 5 million was set aside for establishment of the national central library,

but this sum was not used.

Improvement of library services was mentioned in this plan for

educational development.

Second five year plan, 1956 - 61:

Rs. 2040 billion was proposed for social education, physical

education and youth welfare. This plan contained the same provisions as

the first plan, plus  additional provisions for establishing integrated library

service.

Third five your plan, 1962 – 67:

The amount Rs. 5.6 billion was budgeted for education in this plan.

The beginning of this plan period, the scheme to assist state governments

in establishing state central libraries, district central libraries and block

development libraries was abandoned. During this plan period, four national

libraries were to be established at Delhi, Calcutta, Bombay and Madras.
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Fourth five year plan 1969 – 74:

The educational budget was established Rs. 7.120 billion. However

Rs. 130 million was provided in this plan period for provision of information

service, which  included information centers, radio transmitters, film

production, mobile cine vans and other media. In 1972 the working group

on development of public libraries was constituted by the government of

India planning commission to make recommendations for library

development. These recommendations were to be included in the firth five

year plan.

Fifth five year plan, 1974 – 79:

An Adult education program was the emphasis of this plan: The

program was to be supported by a networking of libraries at the village

and levels and various community centers. Thus steps were taken to

strengthen not only.

Village and block libraries but also the central and state libraries

and district libraries. Rs. 15620 billion was allocated from general education

and Rs. 350 million was budgeted for social education.

Sixth five year plan, 1980 – 85:

This plan emphasize minimum essential education of all adults, to

be achieved by Inter – Sectoral cooperation. These efforts were to be

supported by post – literacy, continuing education through a network of

rural libraries as well as instructional programms conducted through mass

communication media. Rs. 21.622 billion allocated for general education.

The art and cultural component was Rs. 839 million.
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Seventh five year plan, 1985-90:

During this plan period, the planning commission’s objective was

to address the needs of 90 million people aged between 15-35, in the adult

education program library systems were to be strengthened with specific

attention given to improvement of facilities at the national - level

institutions.  Rs. 47, 753 million allocated for general budget. Rs. 4.82

billion constituted the art and culture components – An important

development during this period was the 1986 adoption of the national

literacy Mission, which emphasized the education of women also the

establishment of rural libraries.

Eight Five year plan 1992-97:

Rs. 168-133 billion budget allocated for general education. Rs. 7.276

billion for art and culture has been allocated Universalization of elementary

education, eradication of illiteracy in the age group of 15-35 years. The

school library programme undertaken as part of the “Operation Black Board

scheme of the national policy on Education” – 1986 will continue.

Public libraries of national importance are to be provided funds for

improvements/Innovations such as the following.

1. The Khuda Baksh public library proposed establishment of an

institute of oriental studies and open regional units for research on

indo – Islamic and comparative religion.

2. The pamper Raza library would acquire sophisticated equipment

for preservation of its collections.

3. The Asiatic society, Calcutta is to open an art gallery, introduce a

desk top publishing system and constrict a new building.
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4. The national library proposed making microfilms available,

providing a national union catalogue, and providing book production

statistics.

5. The central reference library is to be recognized into a National

bibliographical and documentation center with a computer center.

6. The Delhi public library is to open two new libraries within its

service area its service area.

The Raja Rammohan Roy Foundation proposes assisting state

central libraries in their quest to obtain reprographic equipment. The

foundation also hopes to assist certain libraries in the processing of rare

books, to provide assistance to rural libraries and to these public libraries

that have completed 100 years of service (Eight plan).

LIBRARY LEGISLATION:  United nations Educational, scientific and

cultural organization (UNESCO) issued a public library manifesto in 1949

which later revised in 1972. This manifesto proclaims UNESCO’s belief

that.

The Public library as living force For education, culture and

information  and as an essential agent for the fostering  Of peace and

understanding between people

and between nations.

Freedom, prosperity and the development of society and individuals

are fundamental human values. They will only be attained through the

ability of well informed citizens to exercise  their democratic rights and to

play and active role in society. Constructive participation and the

development of democracy depends on satisfactory education as well as on

free and unlimited access to knowledge, through, culture and information.
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The public library, the local gate way to knowledge provides a basic

condition for lifelong learning, independent decision making and cultural

development of the individual and social groups. This manifesto proclaims

UNESCO’s belief in the public library  as a living force for education,

culture and information, and as an essential agents for the fostering of

peace and spiritual welfare through the minds of men and women. UNESCO

therefore encourages National and Local governments to support- and

actively engage in the development of public libraries.

PUBLIC LIBRARY DEVELOPMENT IN AP:

Library movement in one of the most important social movements

witnessed in our country in general and Andhra Pradesh in particular

since the begning of this twenth century the movement which originated

and developed in the tree regions. i.e., coastal Andhra Pradesh Rayalasema

and Telangana of the present Andhra Pradesh carved out for itself a most

significant and prominent place in annals of library movement of the whole

country. The present work “Public library development in Andhra Pradesh”

deals with the origins, aims and objectives of library movements and

development and spread of the movement in the there regions of the state

As result of Andhra Pradesh  public libraries Act,  1960 a network of public

libraries have been functioning in the state. The public library system

consists of state central library (SCL) at the top followed by Regional

libraries (RLS) and at the district level the district central libraries (DCLS)

Further down the system the branch libraries (BLS), Village libraries (VLS),

Book deposit central libraries (DCLS) under the authority of Zilla

Grandhalaya Samasthas (ZGS’s).

Branch library:3

A library established or maintained by any a Zilla Grandhalaya

Samstha, including the branch and delivery stations of such a Library.
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Each Zilla Grandhalaya Samstha State Branch  libraries Grade – I,

Grade – II and Grade – III, Mobile libraries, Village libraries and book

deposit centers basing on the norms fixed by the department from time to

time i.e., population and readers visited, books issued for home reading

and consultations of that library.

Andhra Pradesh is the second state that has enacted public libraries

act independent India. Its preamble reads that, “An Act to consolidate and

amend the laws relating to the establishment and maintenance of public

libraries in the state of Andhra Pradesh and matters connected herewith”

Its has seven chapters Important features of this Act are as below

1. Constitution of the “The Andhra Pradesh Grandhalaya Parishad

“As a corporate body, having perpetual succession and power to

provision of this Act.

2. Constitution of directorate of public libraries to direct, supervise

control public library system.

3. Constitution of Zilla Grandhalaya Samstha one for the city of

Hyderabad, one for the district of Hyderabad and one for each

district.

4. Provision to collect library less by every Zilla Grandhalaya

Samstha in its area as surcharge on property tax or house tax

up to eight pair per rupee.

5. The accounts of Zilla Granhalaya Samstha shall be open to

inspection.

6. Provision of Government Grant – In Aid to private libraries.

7. Provision for Constitution of  a library service for the Zilla

Granshalaya Smastha for the appointment of librarians.
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Andhra Pradesh is one of the leading states in India for the

promotion of library service  in India. It is the second in India with public

Libraries Act in 1960. The structure of public library service can be classified

into there categories consisting of

Government Libraries :

1 State central library, 6 regional libraries, and 1 mobile library.

Zilla Grandhalaya Samstha Libraries:

 23 district central Libraries, 1448 Branch Libraries, 355 Village Libraries,

3 Mobile Libraries and 576 book deposit centers.

Aided Libraries:

1238 Gram panchayat Libraries, 37 Cooperative society libraries, and 680

private libraries.
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1.  Introduction

Rural banking forms one of the significant parts in Indian banking.

Many economists and policy makers opine that the future growth of banking

sector in India depends, to a large extent, on the growth and development

of rural market. Since 1975 regional rural banks (RRBs), popularly known

as gramin banks have been regarded as one of the most important sources

of institutional financing of rural credit in India. These institutions were

established exclusively to meet the excess demand for institutional credit

in the un-banked rural areas, particularly among the economically and

socially marginalised section. Among the 84 RRBs operating as scheduled

commercial banks as on March 2012, within the framework of multi-agency

system in India, three are functioning in West Bengal namely Bangiya

Gramin Vikash Bank (BGVB), Pashimbanga Gramin Bank (PBGB)

and Uttarbanga Kshetriya gramin bank (UBKGB).

Although the performance of RRBs may be gauged from the success

of poverty alleviation programmes to which they are dedicated to as catalyst,

their achievements as commercial banking organization can never be

ignored. It was pointed out that the survival of the RRBs as a credit

institution could not remain unviable for long time. It is in this context

that the effective management of Non-Performing Assets (NPAs) has
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assumed enormous significance in case of RRBs. The case becomes stronger

when it is already established that one of the vital causes of the deteriorating

condition of RRBs in India in general and West Bengal in particular is the

generation of staggering level of NPAs by the RRBs as pointed out by several

studies (Jilani’ 99, Reddy’ 05, Hadi et. al’ 06)

The present study has been taken up with an overall objective of

evaluating the progress of management of NPAs in Bangiya Gramin Vikash

Bank in comparison to all other gramin banks operating in West Bengal. A

period of twelve years from 2000-01 to 2011-12 is taken for the study.

To be specific, the main objectives of the study are:

1. To examine the concept of NPAs in case of RRBs.

2. To focus on the development and  consolidation of gramin banks in

West Bengal

3. To examine the comparative performance of management of NPAs in

Bangiya Gramin Vikash as compare to other gramin banks in West

Bengal.

Accordingly, the reminder of the paper is organised as under. Section

two laid down the methodology of the study. Section three narrates the

meaning of NPAs while section four presents the brief sketch of

development and consolidation of RRBs in West Bengal. Section five focuses

on management of NPAs in BGVB as compared to other RRBs of West

Bengal. The last section is devoted for concluding observations.

2. Methodology of the Study

The study is basically exploratory in nature and depends exclusively

on secondary data. Secondary data are collected from various reports on

RRBs published by NABARD and the RBI bulletin, annual reports of RRBs,
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reports of the various committees set up by the government on RRBs and

the publications of Banker Institute of Rural Development (BIRD).

Extensive discussions with official and managers of RRBs along with

structure interviews have also been conducted. Parameters like ratios,

percentage of growth and others are considered for some meaningful

comparison and analysis to evaluate the management of NPAs in RRBs

and also to derive some concrete conclusion.

3. Concept of NPAs

In banking parlance, a contract of lending generally includes a

binding regarding the payment of interest and principal by the borrower.

If any one of them is not performed duly, then the advance would be termed

as NPA. To put it simple, asset, including leased asset, becomes non-

performing when it ceases to generate income for banks. In India,

Prudential norm on asset quality introduced by RBI in 1992 and its

subsequent amendments guides the classification of advances to NPA

category. Although the prudential norm was introduced in 1992, the said

norm came into force for RRBs from the financial year 1995-96.

According to the RBI Guidelines, if the interest and/or installment

of principal have remained overdue1 for a ‘specified period of time’, it is

called a Non-Performing Asset (NPA). The RBI has, however, revised the

‘specified period of time’ from time to time in order to ensure better

management of NPAs and at the same time to keep parity with the

international best practices in this regard and w.e.f. March 31, 2004, NPA

is any advance in respect of which interest and/or principal have remained

overdue for 90 days. This 90 days norm is equally applicable in case of all

other loan facilities (term loan, cash credit and overdrafts, bills purchased

and discounted, etc.) except for agricultural loans. Advances granted for

agricultural purposes will be treated as NPAs if interest and/or principal
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remain overdue for two harvest seasons but for a period not exceeding two

half-years.

4.  Development and Consolidation of RRBs in West Bengal

4.1 Development of RRBs

In West Bengal the first regional bank, Gaur Gramin Bank with its

head office at Malda, sponsored by United Bank of India was incepted on

and from 2nd October, 1975. The areas of its operation confined to four

most backward districts of West Bengal namely - Uttar Dinajpur, Dakshin

Dinajpur, Malda and northern part of Murshidabad district. In view of

economic backwardness of the place, predominance of rural population

mostly depended on agriculture and animal-husbandry, with village

artisans, weavers and potters, most of whom had never heard about any

kind of bank, the state thought it to be fertile enough for growth and

development of multi-agency credit institutions like this with the specific

objective of rural up-liftment. In West Bengal, the RRBs combined the

core banking discipline of commercial banks with local feel of co-operatives

and a novel culture of their own to popularize them among these people.

These institutions took fast strides towards their growth and within a

period of less than a decade, 9 RRBs emerged on the map of the state,

covering the whole gamut of eighteen out of nineteen districts in West

Bengal.

Since the responsibility of introducing RRBs was entrusted to the

lead banks in their respective districts, three banks namely United Bank

of India (UBI), United Commercial Bank (UCO) and Central Bank of India

(CBI) took up the cudgels of doing the same in West Bengal. The growth

and development of the 9 RRBs, over the years, is summarised in Table
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UBI has take a lead role in spreading awareness about RRB culture

among the local people by setting up 5 out of 9 RRBs, encompassing twelve

out of nineteen districts in the state. UCO Bank also took some initiatives

in sponsoring and establishing three RRBs in the state the remaining one,

namely Uttarbanga Kshetriya gramin (UBKGB) bank was sponsored by

Central Bank of India (CBI).

Since December 1984, there are nine gramin banks in West Bengal

covering eighteen out of nineteen districts in the state with their activities

spread over about 341 taluks comprising about 37,955 inhabited villages.

The total geographical area covered by these banks is 88,567 sq. km. having

a total number of rural household of 112.72 lakhs with total population of

742.73 lakhs (2001 census).

4.1 Consolidation of RRBs

The consolidation of RRBs in India and that of in West Bengal was

driven by the accumulation of huge losses over the years. As on 31st March,

2005 RRBs have an accumulated losses to the tune of Rs.2715.01 crores,

as a whole in India. The factors responsible for such pathetic state of RRBs

are limited size, scope and area of operations, competition from the rural

branches of the commercial banks and the rising cost of operations (due to

upgraded wage structure on par with the commercial banks).

The consolidation of the RRBs was first proposed by the Working

Group to Suggest Amendments to the RRBs Act, 1976 (Chalapathy Rao

Committee) in 2001. It had proposed that while retaining the regional

character of these institutions, the number of sponsor banks may be

reduced. Subsequently, the Advisory Committee on Flow of Credit to

Agriculture and related Activities (Vyas Committee) had suggested in 2004

that in the first stage, all RRBs of a sponsor bank in a State should be
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amalgamated into a single unit in that State and at the second stage, there

should be a State-level consolidation of RRBs. Subsequently, the Internal

Working Group on RRBs, constituted by the RBI (Sardesai Committee) in

June 2005, also suggested two options for strengthening RRBs, namely,

merger between RRBs of the same sponsor bank in the same State or the

merger of RRBs sponsored by different banks in the same state.

The main triggers for these recommendations were the small size

of the RRBs which had made their operations unviable leading to significant

amount of accumulated losses – which was not considered enviable. In

order to improve the operational viability of RRBs and to take advantage

of the economies of scale by reducing transaction cost, Government of

India initiated, in September 2005, a process of amalgamation of RRBs

sponsor bank-wise. The first set of amalgamations took place on September

12, 2005 when 28 RRBs were amalgamated to form 9 new RRBs. The

amalgamations were carried out under Section 23-A of the RRBs Act, 1976,

which provides that the Central Government, after consultation with the

National Bank, the concerned State Government and the Sponsor Bank

may amalgamate two or more RRBs. The process of amalgamation is still

continuing and as on 31st March, 2008 the number of RRBs in India reduced

from 196 to 86 by the process of merger.

The route to sponsor Bank wise amalgamation of RRBs in West

Bengal was completed in February, 2007. Before 2007 there were nine RRBs

(as shown in Table 3.1). All the 5 RRBs and 3 RRBs sponsored by UBI and

UCO Bank respectively merged into two separate banks – BGVB and PBGB.

The remaining one i.e., Uttarbanga Kshetriya gramin bank, was not

considered for merger since UBKGB is the sole sponsored gramin bank by

central bank of India in this region. Therefore, at the end of March, 2008

nine banks in West Bengal were consolidated to form three RRBs as shown

in Table 2.
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5. Comparative Analysis of Management of NPAs in BGVB

The management of assets is now the biggest challenge before the

banking industry. This is particularly when the non-performing assets

(NPAs) of banks in India are at higher levels than those in other countries

(Reddy, 2002). NPAs is a serious concern for the RRBs as well in view of

their accumulated losses and in view of the adverse effects that NPAs

generally have on the profitability of RRBs as they cannot book income on

such accounts and their funding costs and provisioning requirements are

treated as charges on their profit. The timely recovery of loans is a pre-

requisite for any credit institution particularly for RRBs with their limited

funds for sustained growth and survival. In this section, we try to present

the comparative analysis of management of NPAs of BGVB under the four

dimensions of management of NPAs:
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5.1.  Quality of Loan Assets

Table – 3 shows the qualitative composition of loan assets of BGVB for

the period 2001-2012. Figures for the year 2012 revealed that, BGVB had

94.97 percent of their total advances in the form of standard assets and

the share of standard assets in total loan portfolio of the bank improved

significantly from 73.06 percent in 2000-01 to 94.97 percent in 2011-12.

On the other hand, the share of loss assets in total loan portfolio dropped

in absolute terms as well as in percent-age during the same period. The

amount of loss assets in total loan portfolio plunged from .9.53 crores to

.3.74 crores or to 0.11 percent from 1.76 percent. The overall quantum of

NPAs in loan portfolio at 5.03 percent was below than the average of West

Bengal (i.e., 6.60 percent) but quite high as compared to national average

(i.e., 4.60 percent) in 2012. Further, it was observed that, although doubtful

assets dropped in percent-age terms but in absolute terms, the position

had not improved; the amount of doubtful assets rose from .101.17 crores

to .121.83 crores during the period 2000-2012. This trend could be

attributed either to downgrade of sub-standard assets to doubtful assets

or occurrence of new doubtful assets out of fresh loans with no up-gradation

of already existing doubtful assets into sub-standard assets.

An analysis of loan assets of RRBs in West Bengal shows (Table –

4) that BGVB is holding the highest proportion in standard assets (i.e.,

66.77 percent), sub-standard assets (i.e., 49.18 percent) and doubtful assets

(i.e., 61.25 percent) of loan assets portfolio to RRBs in West Bengal at the

end of March 2012. However, UBKGB share a minimum piece in loss assets

as at 31st March, 2012.

5.2. Percentage of Gross NPAs and Provisioning

However, it is evident that the performance of BGVB in West Bengal

as regards NPA management, as a whole, is commendable and has improved
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considerably over the period. Gross NPAs of BGVB has dropped quite

significantly from 27.60 to 5.03 percent of total advances during the period

2000-2012 (Table –5). In this regard individual performance of BGVB

over the years is in accordance with other banks in West Bengal though

and the lower percentage is recorded for UBKGB. Performance of RRBs

along with BGVB is in line with that of other RRBs in the eastern region

(i.e. 6.63 per cent) but lagging behind all India level (i. e 4.60 per cent).

At the end of 2012, cumulative provision against NPAs for RRBs in

this region accounted for . 156.06 crores, which is 6.29 per cent of the total

(.2482.18 crores). Bank wise distribution in provision shows that BGVB

holding highest portion by creating a total provision of .88.93 or 57 per

cent followed by PBGVB (.37.77 or 24.21 per cent) and UBKGB (.29.36 or

18.79 per cent).

5.3.  Recovery Performance

The overall recovery performance of BGVB is quite satisfactory

during 2000-2012. In 2012, the average percent-age in recovery of

outstanding was 77.12, which is quite close to the average recovery

performance of RRBs in West Bengal (i.e., 77.41 percent), eastern region

(i.e., 77.36 percent) and also all India level (i.e. 81.60 percent). During the

period 2000-01 to 2011 - 12, the average recovery performance of BGVB,

improved significantly from 50.88 percent to 77.12 percent. In this regard,

the performance of each and every RRBs operating in West Bengal is quite

appreciable (Table – 6).
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Concluding Observation

Marinating quality of loan assets in RRBs is a prerequisite for their

economic viability. The present capital adequacy norms also demand a

minimum capital against impaired loan assets. As a result of which, BGVB

along with other RRBs in West Bengal have become very conscious of

keeping the NPAs under check and adopted various ways and means to

reduce them. Some of the approaches as are initiated by the RRBs in this

region are:

(i) Enlarging the credit base through careful selection and booking

quality assets.

(ii) Having appraisal skills through training intervention.

(iii) Vigorous physical, financial and legal follow up towards up-

gradation.

(iv) Resorting to restructuring and rehabilitation.

(v) Forming committees for expeditious settlement through

compromises, and

(vi) Expediting technical write-off of absolutely irrecoverable

outstanding.

The above discussion clearly point out that efforts of BGVB helped

it to achieved considerable progress in managing their impaired loan asset

portfolio during the period under consideration. The performance of BGVB

in relation to other RRBs in West Bengal on the four dimensions of NPA

management (quality of loan asset, % of GNPAs, provisioning and recovery

of NPAs) is commendable. But BGVB as well as other RRBs in West Bengal

are lagging behind when compared with all India average.
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For further improvement in the management of NPAs, RRBs should

consider more intense application of the Securitisation and Reconstruction

of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002

(SARFAESI Act, 2002) in recovering outstanding loan For reducing the

level of NPA, branches of RRBs are advised to be inspected regularly and

the reports are expected to be compiled with the terms of irregularities as

mentioned therein. Area Managers of the respective RRBs are made

accountable to make periodic visits in branches for ensuring efficient

performance in respect to monitoring loans and advances. It is also

suggested to engage outside professionals including Chartered Accountants

in respect to periodical inspection of books of accounts. Credit audit is

slowly getting settled down in RRBs. It is apprehended to be the high time

to ease out a review of the audit from the point of view of prevention of

potential NPAs. The area offices and inspection departments are expected

to monitor the progress of the branches in the implementation of the report

of the credit auditor. The top management in RRBs should be made

responsible in respect of such implementation and prevention of NPAs. If

necessary, RRBs in West Bengal should organise designed courses for

prevention of NPAs with the people having good experience in NPAs

management.
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Introduction

Sharmila Rege in her article on ‘A Dalit Feminist Standpoint’ points

out that all women came to be conceived as ‘victims’ and therefore ‘Dalit’.

She has pointed out that the present Brahminical leadership of the women’s

movement has ignored the experiences of Dalit women and their special

struggles around the oppression under the different layers of hierarchies

such as patriarchy within their own castes; the patriarchy of the dominant

castes and caste domination which is represented often in class terms

(Rao[ed.] 2003).

‘Education’ has largely remained in the privileged domain of the

higher caste and Scheduled Castes were systematically excluded from this

privilege within the Indian society. The ‘Scheduled Caste’ is a category

recognized by the Constitution of India referring to the erstwhile depressed

castes. There is a special provision for them in terms of reservation in

educational, economic and political institutions, besides several other

provisions to improve their status. The word ‘Dalit’ is a self-designation

for a group of people, which means ‘down-ground’, ‘crushed’, ‘suppressed’

or ‘broken pieces’, the foundation of which was laid by Jotirao Phule in

the 19th century describing them as ‘untouchable caste of the twice born

Hindus’ (Zelliot, 1996).
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During the British rule they were known as ‘Depressed Classes’,

Mahatma Gandhi called them ‘Harijans’ (Children of God) and in more

recent years, especially since the 1970s, ‘Dalit’ became an important concept

in the wake of caste consciousness and mobilization among the Dalit

Panthers which now seems to be spreading across the country and beyond.

Some scholars use the term in inclusive manner and consider every marginal

community, SC’s, ST’s, women and any destitute group as Dalits. But

generally the term has been used by the scheduled castes for their self-

identity and assertion of their rights. The term Dalit has been used in the

sense of a political community emergence which puts them in a position of

successful protest against the dominant caste and is equipped with parallel

aesthetics and philosophy (Louis 2003).

This study preferred to use the term ‘Scheduled Caste’ not only

because it is a constitutional category and the data and information is

accordingly available, but people themselves use this term and identity

with it. However, it has also been used synonymously with ‘Dalits’ and

independently wherever found appropriate, particularly when analyzing

their condition historically.

According to the Census report of 1991, the SC women constitute

49.96 percent of the total Scheduled Caste population and 16.3 percent of

the total Indian female population. The total literacy rate of SCs was 37.41

percent and of SC women it was 23.76 percent, which was not even half of

literacy rate of the SC men, 49.91 percent. In India, according to 2001

census, the total literacy rate in general was 65.38 percent (male-75.85

percent, female-54.16 percent). The literacy rate of SCs was 54.7 percent

(males-66.6 percent, females-41.9 percent).
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Objectives of the Study

 To study the socio-economic background of Scheduled Caste

(SC) women in J&K.

 To analyze the educational status of the SC women.

 To explore the factors responsible for their low literacy level.

 To analyze the perceptions of Scheduled Caste women on

education (SCgirls and women).

 To understand the social change and social mobility brought

about through education among SC women.

Methodology

For the purpose of the present study, R.S. Pura Block was selected

because of the highest concentration of schedule caste population in this

area (55,198). There are a total of 184 villages in R.S Pura block out of

which 152 villages are inhabited and 32 villages are uninhabited (Census

of India: 2001). Out of all the total villages - Chohala village was selected

because of the preponderance of SC population in this village (2941 people

belong to schedule caste out of a total population of 3800). The present

study undertook the initiative to explore the educational status of SC

women in the Chohala village in  R.S Pura block in Jammu District.

The universe of the study comprises of all the literate/educated

married Scheduled Caste women of Chohala village (approx.532). From

this universe, a total of 50 literate/educated SC women in the age group of

18-35 years were taken by using simple random sampling method (lottery-

method). The data were collected through semi-structured and open-ended

interview schedule. It was followed by in-depth interviews and few of the

case studies with some special cases. This provided in- depth understanding
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of the structural restraints and the women’s initiative. Each of the selected

50 respondents became the informer for her experiences and also the reliable

source for knowing the educational status of her Mother and Grand-mother.

This has helped the researcher to get insight into the educational status of

women from the households and to understand it across three generations.

The data were collected from both primary as well as secondary

sources. In order to collect the primary data, the structured interviews

based on interview schedule were conducted with the selected sample. The

secondary data were collected through the census reports, official records,

research papers, books, journals and related website.

The whole analysis in this research centres on the interviews

conducted with young SC women aged between 18-35 years, educated at-

least up to the middle-school level, and have completed the transition from

schooling to under-employment or employment. Under-employment here

meant, ‘involuntary part-time employment, intermittent unemployment

and inadequate income’. While conducting interviews with young SC

women, questions were also asked regarding education of their mothers

and grand-mothers to know about the changes in the educational level of

SC women over the years.

Situation in Jammu and Kashmir

The trajectory of women’s education during Pre and Post-Colonial

period in India while specifically focusing on the state of Jammu and

Kashmir. Women constitute almost half of the total human resource of

India but always lag behind males as far as education is concerned. In the

early decades of nineteenth century, women were almost completely

excluded from the formal system of education but towards the end of the

nineteenth century, the position of women in the society improved a lot
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due to the social reform movement launched by Raja Ram Mohan Roy,

Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar and similar movements of Phule in educating

women of the shudra and atishudra girls by opening the first school for

these girls.

It is now recognized fact that education is the major instrument

which can be used to direct the process of change and development towards

desired goals. The movement for improving women’s status all over the

world has always emphasized education as the most significant instrument

for changing women’s subjugated position in society.

Although literacy levels are low, there has been progress in

improving educational attainment for both sexes in India over the last

several decades. In 1971, only 22 percent of women and 46 percent of men

were literate (Registrar General and Census Commissioner RGCC, 1977).

By 1991, 39 percent of women and 64 percent men were literate (RGCC,

1993). This shows that there has been an increase in the proportion of

women literates in just 20 years. But the condition is still far from

satisfactory.

There is a wide disparity in the education of boys and girls in the

state of J&K as gender gap in the literacy of males and females is wide.

The rural-urban gap in terms of literacy is also there, but rural areas despite

the lack of infrastructure were not lagging much behind.

The problem of women education has been examined by a number

of Committees and Commissions after independence and various

recommendations were made for women education.
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Historical background and Educational development of the

Scheduled Castes.

Historically, Scheduled Castes in India were prevented and strictly

prohibited from getting an education and the caste system in Hinduism

clearly describes the practices to discriminate against the Scheduled Castes

in terms of education. The ancient caste system of India, which has resulted

in the social and economic oppression of the SCs continue to play a dominant

role in India. In the British Colonial period, the British started providing

opportunities for the education of the Scheduled Castes. They opened the

door of educational world for SCs in India. But they had their own political

interests and according to their political interests they made two types of

education structures in India. The movement launched by Phule also played

a dominant role for the educational development of SCs. He opened the

first school for the untouchables in 1850. Some other socio-religious

movements started organising schools for the low caste communities.

Throughout the first half of the twentieth century, Ambedkar dedicated a

significant role to improving the quality of life and social status of Scheduled

Castes. He established the People’s Education Society in 1945 which

believed that increasing access to education to these communities would

increase their empowerment.

Socio-economic profile of the area of study

With the help of the census data, the demographic profile of the

selected area has been discussed. The chapter has given account of the

state of J&K and District Jammu and their historical and geographical

significance. The chapter has also discussed in detail about the profile of

R.S Pura Block and village Chohala in detail.
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The socio-economic profile of the respondents has also been

analysed, which has been done through the field work by conducting

interviews, using interview schedules. In all, the socio-economic

characteristics of 50 respondents were analysed. The field data

investigations show that 54 percent respondents possess semi-pacca house

and only 24 percent lived in pacca house, 40 percent respondents had joint

families, whereas 60 percent had nuclear families. 60 percent of the

respondents owned land whereas 40 percent were landless.

The landless scheduled castes argue that due to poverty or the

marriage of their children they have to sell their lands. Data pertaining to

the economic status reflects that 74 percent respondents do not earn

anything and only 16 percent respondents earned an income of Rs.1000-

2000 only.  Regarding total income of the family only 16 percent

respondents’ family income was Rs. 10000-12000, and majority 48 percent

were having total family income of Rs. 6000-8000. Data on electronic gadgets

show that eighty percent respondents had electronic gadgets like T.V, ceiling

fan, heater, and iron press. Only 20 percent respondents’ had T.V, ceiling

fan, heater, iron press, cooler and refrigerator. The low economic condition

of the SC families suggest that for them education becomes luxury as they

find difficult to afford the expenses incurred in educating children,

especially the girl child.

Snapshot of the Educational Status and Mobility of SC Women

Education is the key input in the process of all-round development

of an individual. It opens and enlarges the visions of people. Therefore, the

crucial need of education for the people in various spheres of modern social

life (economic, political, social, cultural and other spheres) has been

unanimously recognized. Without education, conscientization and

empowerment of the Scheduled Castes will remain a distinct dream.
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However, sample of the respondents shows that among them

majority of the respondents are educated upto the Middle and High school

level .The data reveals that sixty-four percent respondents have that level

of education. Twenty four percent of the respondents are educated upto

higher secondary level. Only eight percent of the respondents are graduate

and four percent post- graduate. Therefore, we can observe a higher number

of SC women, about sixty- four percent literate upto high school and around

twenty- four percent have education upto high secondary level. This shows

that the percentage of the literate respondents starts decreasing from higher

secondary onwards. The respondents have very little participation at the

graduate and post graduate level.

The comparison of educational status of three generations among

SC women i.e. between grandmother, mother and daughter’s generation

clearly shows that respondent’s grandmother’s generation was almost

illiterate. However, the picture seems to improve little in the second

generation. The data collected from the respondents reveal that only twenty-

two percent of the second generation i.e. mother’s generation could reach

to the level of middle school. The present generation respondents have

shown improvement. In this generation eighty-six percent are having

education up to high school or above .This shows that there is an

improvement in the educational level of SC women but this process is

quite slow as the Table shows that after a gap of three generations only 4

percent of the respondents have reached upto the post graduate level.

To a question about the benefits of education, the most common

perception of the respondents was that, educated persons are well

mannered, can talk properly, and know the difference between right and

wrong.
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Analysis and Findings

The socio-economic profile of the respondents are analysed and it

is found that majority of the respondents were living in the semi-pucca

house, majority of the respondents had joint family structure and that

majority of the respondents 60 percent had owned the land. Those

respondents who owned land, majority of them had irrigated land. The

economic profile of the respondents’ shows that majority of the respondents

did not contribute anything in terms of family income. Majority of the

respondents’ possess simple electronic gadgets like T.V, heater, fan and

iron press. Few respondents were those whose family’s monthly income

was between Rs.10000-12000.

Education, perceptions of women and mobility

The data analysis of educational level of respondents revealed that

about sixty four percent respondents had education upto high school,

twenty four upto higher secondary, eight percent were graduate and four

percent were postgraduate. The educational level of the respondents’ when

compared with that of their mothers and grandmothers showed an improved

picture as majority of the grandmothers were illiterate and thirty four

percent mothers’ were primary educated. This comparison shows the

intergenerational educational mobility among the respondents.

Age at marriage is significant instrument for measuring the

educational status of the SC women. There is a close relationship between

education and age at marriage. The study reveals that the age at marriage

of fifty four percent of the respondents is between 18-22 years and thirty

percent respondents’ is between 22-26 years. This shows that marriage at

an early age affects the education of the respondents.
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The data analysis on the reasons of increase in age at marriage of

the respondents revealed that majority of the respondents considered

education as the important reason of this increase. However, other reasons

were also there as career- consciousness, difficulty in finding suitable match

etc.

The data analysis depicts that eighty percent of the SC respondents

considered that education had improved the status of women in their

community, whereas twenty percent of the respondents believed that

education did not bring any change in the status of women in their

community. The analysis of the data shows that majority of the respondents

believed that education plays an important role in improving the status of

women in the society.

The research has also explored the reasons of dropout rate among

SC women and has come to an understanding that issue of dropout rate is

very much related with the early marriage of the respondents. However,

other reasons like poverty, sexual division of labour, work at home and in

agriculture fields, orthodox attitude of the parents, absence of High School

in the village are also the reasons for the drop out among the respondents.

Indian Society and the S.C Women

The suffering and marginalization of the Scheduled caste dates back

to time immemorial. The title or name ‘Dalit’ is being used these days

instead of word ‘untouchable’ or scheduled castes, as it is not considered

objectionable by and large to the people belonging to these castes. Dalit is

a word in Marathi language and is apparently derived from Sanskrit which

literally means – “down ground” or “broken or reduced to pieces”. The

term became popular in Dalit Panther’s movement in 1970s in Maharashtra

and was used in reference to the Dalit consciousness and mobilisation
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among them. They were also referred in the earlier times as Antyajas,

Pariahs, Adi-dravidas and in the modern context as depressed classes and

scheduled castes (Sanjana, 1946:70).In the present study the term ‘Dalit’

has been used synonymously with the Scheduled Castes (SCs) even though

recognising that there are differences between the two terms. Either of

the terms are used when and where found suitable. ‘Scheduled Castes’ is a

constitutional category identified as those castes’ that are given special

privileges by the Constitution of India as they were discriminated and

boycotted for centuries together.

The total population of SCs according to 2001 census was 150.12

million i.e. 16.3 percent of the country’s total population. Within India,

one out of every four Indians is a Scheduled Caste who suffers the curse of

‘untouchability’ in some ways or the other even today. Around sixty-six

million women are Scheduled Caste in India and constitute 48 percent of

the total SC population, out of which 81.4 percent lives in rural areas.

Most of the SCs have been subjected to various social disabilities of

extreme nature and were exploited and kept subservient mainly because

they were illiterates. Their mass illiteracy was, in turn, due to religious

and social sanctions imposed on them by the caste system which restricted

education as the privilege of the high castes only. The traditional fourfold

system called the Varna system has been the gateway of these inequalities

and is the creator of educational inequalities as well. The Varna system

has divided the Indian society into four Varnas which consist of Brahmins

(the priestly caste), Kshatriyas (the warrior caste), and Vaishyas (the trading

caste) - all of whom are considered twice born and are allowed to read the

holy texts while the fourth group of Shudras (the service caste) are not

allowed to read the holy texts. Scheduled Castes were an even lower caste,
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the so called ‘out caste’, the group outside the Varna system whose very

shadow was considered polluting to caste Hindus.

In India, the emphasis on caste remained central in most of the

sociological and anthropological research from the 1950’s until the 1970’s

generally described as a ‘village studies era’. All aspects of village life were

functionally interconnected with the caste system (Dube, 1955; Mayer, 1960;

Chauhan, 1967; Mandelbaum; 1988). Louis Dumont emphasised on the

theoretical study of caste in his treatise ‘Homo Hierarchicus’ (1988). In

his analysis, caste system based on the principle of hierarchy- the binary

opposition of pure and impure became the most important element that

provided unity and consensus to Indian society. There were criticisms to

Dumont’s textual conceptualization of caste, particularly those who argue

that lower castes have their own alternative ideologies and that castes

need not be placed along a continuous hierarchy but could be discrete

categories (Gupta, [ed.] 1991). Common to all these criticisms of Dumont’s

theory is the argument of Brahmanical ideology of caste and more generally

of hierarchy of social inequality, whether of oppressed untouchables, ascetic

renouncer and indeed of those who belong to Dalit category (Gopal Guru,

1995, Jogdand,ed. 1995). Most recent writings by Postmodernists assume

that cultural hegemony is both constituted and contested in relation to a

fractured but powerful colonial history. They question the whole notion of

dominance and the problem of center; Brahmanical, which attempts to

marginalise ‘others’ (Scheduled Castes).

The Scheduled Castes were in a very real sense marginal or outsiders

to the system; they lived in communities but were not part of it. G.S.Ghurye

(1957) while discussing features of caste system highlighted various aspects

such as social, religious and economic inequalities. For instance, under

the Peshwas, who were the Maratha Brahmins, the depressed classes were
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entirely out of the domain of the education for the simple reason that the

Peshwas government was a theocratic one based upon the cannons of Manu.

The Peshwas introduced especially limiting strictures on Mahars (lower

caste) such as carrying pots for their own spittle and brooms to erase their

own footsteps from the road (Rajawat [ed.] 2005).Many untouchable groups

could not draw water from the wells and tanks used by the caste Hindus.

Male domination and Caste heirarchy

In a male dominated society, Scheduled Caste women suffered

unimaginable oppression, not only through caste, but gender too, from

which there was no escape. The laws in the Manusmriti and other Vedic

scriptures closed all economic, political, social, educational and personal

channels through which SC women could be uplifted. Books like the

Manusmriti divided people into a stratified caste system and promoted

inequality between men and women. According to the Manusmriti, women

have no right to education, independence, or wealth. It not only justifies

the treatment of SC women as a sex object and promotes child marriage,

but also justifies a number of violent atrocities on women as: Women have

no right to study the Vedas. That is why their Sanskaras are performed

without Vedic Mantras. Women have no knowledge of religion because

they have no right to know the Vedas. The uttering of the Veda Mantras is

useful for removing sin. As women cannot utter the Vedic Mantras, they

are as unclean as the untruth (Manusmriti ix.18, quoted in Glifford and

Mailloux  2003:150). A Brahman, Kshatriya, or a Vaishya man can sexually

exploit any Shudra Women (Ibid).

Notwithstanding the democratic values enshrined in the

constitution, caste hierarchy continues to dominate feudal system of Indian

society. SCs and particularly SC women are offended, discriminated,

deprived of human dignity and have been subject to in human treatment
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and ugly form of untouchability, illiteracy, poor health, lack of education,

alienation in labour market. All these have unfolded into abject poverty

among them and dehumanising way of living. Scheduled Caste women

undertake manual, low paying, tedious, time consuming work. SC women

are victims of bonded labour, they are abused, sexually exploited by other

castes, humiliated and are easy targets of insult. SC women not only grapple

with discrimination due to caste hierarchy and untouchability but they

live in poverty coupled with political, legal and Religious-cultural

discrimination. SC women are the most oppressed of all women, carrying

the burdens of class, caste and gender – as a worker, as a Dalit, and as a

woman. It is the SC woman who is kept at the rock bottom of the caste

hierarchy so that she can provide services to all those in the ladder above

her.

Indian society is characterised by patriarchy which subordinates

women to men. The level of economic equality and independence are the

real indicators to measure the status of women in any society. Thus, the

patriarchal structure is not different for SC men and they become the

agent of exploitation for SC women. SC women suffer as a result of this

ideology in all such matters as related to the decision making, production

and reproduction, education, socialization. They suffer physical violence

and beatings by their alcoholic husbands. Thus, the SC woman’s life is a

struggle on all fronts, against the unjust, social evil practices of society,

against the unscrupulous employers, and against their men at home

(Rajawat 2005:32). This means that the experience of SC women of

patriarchal domination is qualitative, which is more severe than the non-

SC women. The education of girls in a patriarchal society is viewed as a

threat to society, as education for women is considered a waste since its

customary for them to leave their family’s home and the family have to
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pay for dowry, while benefits of daughter education go to in-laws household.

Since most women in SC communities are engaged in wage work, on

marriage also the domination of women by men continues from one

household to another and is virtually a transfer of their productive and

reproductive capacities.

The present study regarding educational status and mobility extends

the debate about SC women’s disprivileged condition while exploring the

inherent factors for this. Rege (1998) has made it clear that the issue of

Dalit women has been talked about differently by Dalit as well as

mainstream feminist writers. The crux of the differences between them

rested on their differential conceptualization of the causes of women’s

oppression (Rege 1998: 40). Yet there was a consensus between them, in

that they believed in the search for fundamental of social causation, i.e.

both the camps asked the question ‘what is the original or founding cause

of women’s oppression?’ But by the 1980’s - this consensus broke up and

‘difference’ came to the centre of feminist analysis (Barrett and Phillips

1992). Criticizing caste and patriarchal system has become the sole

responsibility of the Dalit feminist framework and the present research

will extend the debate by knowing the perceptions of Dalit women as

belonging to lower caste as well as to the patriarchy. This would remain

relevant for knowing their subjective experiences as an agent for gaining

educational mobility (Rao [ed] 2003).

The poor educational status of Scheduled Caste women is coherently

related with their poor economic position, which makes them the most

economically deprived section of the Indian society. Economic necessity

has forced SC women to go out of the four walls of their huts but their

situation within the four walls is no different from that of the upper caste

women. SC women’s labour force constitutes the backbone of Indian
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agricultural economy; seven percent of them are agricultural labourers,

ninety percent were cultivators, and large number of them employed in

unorganised labour in urban areas. Many of them are employed in unclean

occupations. They are denied just and equal wages, fair- share in economic

distribution, maternity benefits, security and protection. SC women’s day-

to-day struggle is one of existence, survival, and justice (Rajawat 2005:32).

Therefore we can say that women, in general and Dalit or Scheduled

Caste women in particular, are considered out of the mainstream of society.

Being’ Dalit’ and ‘women’ are the two things and different account of the

life conditions of the Dalit women suggest their suppression, humiliation,

sufferings, dilemmas and exploitation. Dalit women’s sufferings are twofold:

she has her own share of universal suffering as a woman and additionally,

she is victim of variety of exploitation like: social, religious, economic and

cultural as Dalit woman  (Anand, 2005).

Scenario After Independence

After independence in 1960’s and 70’s the Dalit movement and

women’s movement emerged to demand their rights against caste and

gender respectively. However, specific problems of Dalit women were not

acknowledged by these movements. Hence in 1990’s there were special,

independent and autonomous assertions of Dalit women’s identity, a case

in point is the formation of National Federation of Dalit Women (NFDW)

and All India Dalit Women’s Forum (AIDWF) at the state level. The

Maharashtra Dalit Mahila Sanghatana (MDMS) was formed in 1995. A

year earlier, the women’s wing of Bhartiya Republican Party (BRP) and

the Bahujan Mahila Sangha (BMS) was set up the Bahujan Mahila Parishad.

In December 1996, at Chandrapur, a Vikas Vanchil Dalit Mahila Parishad

(VVDMP) was organised and a proposal to commemorate 25th December

(the day on which Ambedkar had set Manu Smriti on fire) as Bhartiya
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Smriti Divas was advanced. The Christi Mahila Sanghatana, an

organisation of Dalit Christian Women was established in 1997. These

organizations have come together on several issues such as celebration of

Bhartiya Stree Mukti Divas and on the issue of reservation for OBC women

in Parliament bodies. Indian Association of Women Studies (IAWS) network

with Dalit feminist across different regions and had brought special issues

on problems and identity of Dalit women (Rege in Rao [ed] 2003).

The present context of the study regarding SC women’s deplorable

condition needs the evaluation of their educational status. In India,

education has been largely confined to the upper section of the society.

According to the Census report of 1991 in India the total literacy rate was

52.51 percent, of which literacy rate of women in general was 39.29 percent

and that of men was 64.13 percent. According to the census report of 1991,

SC women constitute 49.96 percent of the total SC population and 16.3 of

the total Indian female population. The 1991 census shows the weakest

literacy rate among SCs i.e 37.41 percent and of SC women it was 23.76

percent, which was not even half of the literacy rate of SC men (49.91

percent). In India, according to 2001 census, the total literacy rate in general

was 65.38 percent (Male-75.85 percent and Female-54.16 percent). The

literacy rate of SC’s was 54.7 percent (Males-66.6 percent and Females-41

percent). As far as the 2001 census is concerned, literacy level of SCs in

J&K seems to have improved in comparison to the National level figures.

Scheduled Caste Literacy in the study area

In J&K, according to the 2001 Census, total literacy rate in general

was 54.46 percent (Males-65.75 percent and Females- 41.9 percent). Among

SCs the literacy rate was 59 percent (Males-69 percent, Females-47.5

percent). Although the state of Jammu and Kashmir is one of the most

illiterate states in India and ranks thirty- third in the literacy rate. But it
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seems that the state has increased its literacy rate from 30.64 percent in

1981 to 54.46 percent in 2001 vis-à-vis enhancing the literacy rate among

SCs also.

The SCs in the Jammu and Kashmir constitute four major castes

namely, Chamars, Batwals, Meghs and Dooms.

Among the numerically larger castes, Chamars have registered the highest

overall as well as female literacy rates (see Table 1.1).

Among the SC literates, 24.8 percent are either without any

educational level or have attained education below primary level. The

primary level literates constitute 29 percent of all literates. Literates up to

middle school level have a share of 27.7 percent. Literates who have attained

education up to matric/ secondary/ higher secondary level are 16.3 percent.

This implies that every 6th SC literate is a matriculate. Graduate and above

are 2.1 percent (see Table 1.2).
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The Table above shows that among the larger castes, the chamars

have shown the highest proportion of matriculates, followed by Megh and

Dooms have registered the lowest percentage of matriculates preceded by

Batwal. It may be discerned from the above Table that there is a sharp

decline in the percentage of literates from secondary level onwards. The

percentage of matriculates (12.7) is less than half of the middle level literates

and the percentage of higher secondary literates is almost one fourth of

that of matriculates.

Seriousness of the Problem

Though various measures like land reforms, adult franchise, rural

development programmes are considered as a vital instrument for bringing

about a structural transformation to improve the condition of the Scheduled

Castes, the government’s approach towards the education of the SC’s

primarily draws from the provision of the Constitution. The 86 th

constitutional amendment in 2001 has made the education as a fundamental

right under Article 21(A) which states,‘ the state shall provide free and

compulsory education to all children of the age 6-14 years in such a manner

as the state may, by law, determine’. Article 15(4) of the Indian Constitution

empowers the state to make special provisions for the educational

development of SC’s. The Indian government allows the reservation of 15

percent of seats for SC’s in universities and colleges. Article 330 and 335

provide special measures through reservation in government services and

in democratic political institutions. However, despite these measures, there

still exist educational disparity among different social groups, more

specifically among males and females (Goswami, 2003).

Lack of education perpetuates social inequality based on caste and

gender as a result of which women suffer from poverty, illiteracy and
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backwardness. As per the educational survey by the government of India

in 1981 the literacy rate among SC women was 24.82 percent (Jogdand,

1995:176). SC women study up to primary level and normally drop out of

the middle school. According to the National Commission for Scheduled

Caste and Scheduled Tribes 2000, approximately 75 percent of the SC girls

drop out of primary school despite the strict laws of the Government of

India which hold reservations for SC children. The Annual Report of

University Grant Commission for 1999-2000, shows that SCs in general

have very low participation rates in higher education. According to the

Report, being not educated and trained properly, SC women cannot go for

a good or white collar job and they cannot make entry into organized sector.

So their economic status remains low. Being largely illiterate, they are not

aware of their own rights and their own life situation. It is because of the

lack of education and ignorance; they become vulnerable to the exploitation

by the upper caste people. Lack of education also deprives them of

knowledge of health and other social issues (Sharma and Sharma 2006:214).

SC women have one of the lowest levels of literacy of all groups in

India. Their low level of literacy is due to the following interrelated factors:

(a) continued monopolization of state, economic, cultural, and other

resources by middle and upper class groups;

(b) the stronger influence of casteism in rural areas on SC females;

(c) the control of the SC men over SC women and girls;

(d) the availability of educational resources especially in the rural areas;

(e) privatization of school and colleges;

(f) poverty level or low economic conditions of the family which deprives

them of the good quality education in the schools;
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(g) the girls are forced to take care of the siblings when the parents are

away at work i.e traditional division of labour;

(h) work participation of girls and women as agricultural labourers;

(i) many are  forced to get married at young age, which stop schooling;

(j) fear of the demand for an increase in the Dowry for educated girls.

As a consequence, SC women’s access to even basic literacy

education is limited due to all these factors. The study has explored these

causes of low literacy level among SC women and has analyzed their

consequences on them.

Due to triple oppression of class, caste, and gender, SC women have

the least access to education and other opportunities for social and economic

mobility as seen in many studies. For instance, Kapadia (1995) shows in

her study that gender identities are tied with caste and class as the Pallar

women, the Dalits in Arullor village in Tamil Nadu, continued to be landless

and treated as untouchables. The book consists of the lower caste

contestations of the Brahmanical construction of the Tamil cultural

universe by drawing a clear line between non-Brahmin and Brahmin values,

symbols and discourses like the control of women’s fertility as being more

central among lower castes, whereas female sexuality and chastity being

of  primary importance to upper castes.

Thus, the status of SC women cannot be understood purely in

economic or political terms, but social and cultural aspects also need to be

taken into account. Education is one such aspect that will not only tell us

about the condition of Scheduled Caste women but also about the whole

gamut of caste, class and gender relations in rural India which this study

aims to understand.
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Conclusion

Throughout the history, the Scheduled Castes were not allowed to

take education and remained restricted to an under- privileged position.

Scheduled Caste women became the worst part of this exclusion. They

were deprived of education which was a source of social mobility, equality

and empowerment. In this context the present research has made an

attempt to study the educational status of Scheduled Caste women and

has been undertaken by exploring their educational levels, social mobility

and change among them. It has also analysed their perception to understand

their views on education and on ‘being educated’.

Though various measures like land reforms, adult franchise, rural

development programmes are considered vital instruments for bringing

about a structural transformation to improve the condition of the Scheduled

Castes, the government’s approach towards the education of the SC’s

primarily draws from the provision of the Constitution. The 86 th

Constitutional Amendment in 2001 has made the education as a

fundamental right under Article 21(A) which states, ‘the state shall provide

free and compulsory education to all children of the age 6-14 years in such

a manner as the state may, by law, determine’. Article 15(4) of the Indian

constitution empowers the state to make special provisions for the

educational development of SCs. The Indian government allows the

reservation of 15 percent of seats for SC’s in universities and colleges.

Articles 330 and 335 provide special measures through reservation in

government services and in democratic political institutions. However,

despite these measures, there still exist educational disparity among

different social groups, more specifically among males and females

(Goswami 2003).



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF MULTIDISCIPLINARY EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH
ISSN : 2277-7881; IMPACT FACTOR - 2.735
VOLUME 2, ISSUE 11(2), OCTOBER 2013

134

Education is understood in the institutionalized form, as a part of

formal schooling. Thus, educational levels in the sense of illiterates, primary,

middle, high school and above levels were considered. Though education

has different meanings and is also imparted in informal ways in this study

those aspects were not specifically covered. However, the study focused on

knowing the perceptions of Scheduled Caste women respondents about

‘education’, the value of education and on the significance of ‘being

educated’. This provided insight into the ways in which SC women consider

education important not only for social and occupational mobility, but also

as an important mechanism developing one’s personality and making one

a better and a more enlightened person.

In India, illiteracy has remained a serious problem. Educating its

people has always remained a central agenda of a developing state but this

agenda always got defeated in India. Mass illiteracy has remained a big

trouble. Again, inequality in educational achievement and access has

problematized the situation. Scheduled Castes in India are the worst victim

of this inequality and the case of SC women is bound to be pathetic because

of their gender and low caste stigma.
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CCE FOR PROGRESSIVE EDUCATION - AS OPINED BY

TEACHERS

Dr. K.Jayaram
Lecturer

Dr. L. Bullayya College of Education
Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh

Introduction:

Education aims at making children capable of becoming responsible,

productive and useful members of a society. Knowledge, skills and attitudes

are built through learning experiences and opportunities created for

learners in school. It is in the classroom that learners can analyze and

evaluate their experiences, learn to doubt, to question, to investigate and

to think independently. Children learn in a variety of ways-through

experience, making and doing things, experimentation, reading, discussion,

asking, listening, thinking and reflecting, and expressing oneself in speech

or writing both individually and with others. They require opportunities

of all these kinds in the course of their development.

School is an institution where talents are nurtured. Therefore it

becomes very important to continuously revise and introduce such measures

and schemes which will impact the mind, character and physical ability of

the learner. Indian education is moving from summative to a continuous

evaluation system. Various Commissions and Committees have felt the

need for examination reforms.  The Hunter Commission (1882), Calcutta

University Commission or Sadler Commission (1917-1919), Hartog

Committee Report (1929), the Report of Central Advisory Board or Sargeant

Plan (1944), Secondary Education Commission or Mudaliar Commission

(1952-53) have all made recommendations regarding reducing emphasis
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on external examination and encouraging internal assessment through

Continuous and Comprehensive Evaluation.

The role of CCE is very important when our aim is to improve

learner’s quality in the cognitive as well as in the non-cognitive domains.

The term ‘continuous’ means regularity of assessment, frequency of unit

testing, diagnosis of learning gaps, use of corrective measures etc. for  self

evaluation. The term ‘comprehensive’ means that the scheme attempts to

cover both the scholastic and the co-scholastic aspects of the students’

growth and development.

 In the context of school it is a continuous updating of teachers

about their students. CCE facilities students effective learning as well as

their all round development of personality with its multiple tools and

techniques and corrective measures. It is an integral part of teaching

learning process which promotes standard of school. Comprehensive

assessment values both process and product, includes academic outcomes,

social outcomes, and generic skills. It covers a wide range of discipline

specific knowledge dimensions (declarative, conditional and procedural);

generic skills such as analysing and deducing that are used in working

with ideas, information, artefacts and texts; and skills related to the

personal, interpersonal  and ethical dimensions of human life.

The need for Continuous and Comprehensive School Based

Evaluation has been reiterated over the last few decades. The Kothari

Commission report (1966) observed, ‘On the completion of the course, at

the end of the lower or higher secondary stage, the student should receive

a certificate from the school also giving the record of his internal assessment

as contained in his cumulative record. This certificate may be attached to

that given by the Board in connection with the external examination…’
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The scope of evaluation in schools extends to almost all the areas of

learners’ personality development. It should include both scholastic and

co-scholastic areas, i.e. it should be comprehensive in nature. This is in

line with the goals of education. Evaluation is continuous and reveals the

strengths and weaknesses of learners more frequently, so that the learners

have better opportunity to understand and improve themselves. It also

provides feedback to the teachers for modifying their teaching strategies.

This study is an attempt to find out teachers’ perception about some part

of the continuous and comprehensive evaluation (CCE).

Objectives of the Study

1. To find out the opinion of the teachers towards CCE in education.

2. To ascertain the level of independent variables like marital status,

general and professional qualifications of teachers are positively

associated with CCE for the better and active performance in their

functioning.

3. To ascertain the level of achievement in awareness towards

educational, student performance and administrative factors in

promotion of child performance closely related to their development.

Hypotheses

 1. There is no significant difference in the opinions of married and

unmarried group of teachers on educational, students performance

and administrative factors of CCE.

          2. There is no significant difference in the opinions of teachers with

different academic qualifications on educational, students

performance and administrative factors of CCE.
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 3. There is no significant difference in the opinions of teachers with

different professional qualifications on educational, students

performance and administrative factors of CCE.

Design of the Study

For the present investigation the investigator selected single group

design.  In this study the opinion of teachers with marital status, academic

and professional qualifications (independent variables) towards

educational, performance and administrative factors (dependent variables)

of CCE are considered.

Sample

           The sample consists of 200 secondary teachers in the urban area of

Visakhapatnam district. The investigator took necessary care to include

teachers with respect to marital status, academic and professional

qualifications.

Treatment of the Data (Statistical)

The computations were made with marital status, academic and

professional qualifications on educational factors, student performance

factors and administrative factors of the school. They are calculated by

performing t-tests and tables constructed with significance levels.  The
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analysis was performed with respective means and standard deviations of

groups in the variables.

Tool used for the Study:

            The structured questionnaire is a five point scale comprising 50

items. It covers three areas of the study i.e., educational, student

performance and administrative factors.

The educational factors are 20 items such as I.Q.tests, aptitude

tests, completion of syllabus within time, effective teaching, change in

teaching methods, unbiased results, etc. The student performance factors

are also 20 items such as completion of weekend assignments, improve in

language, logical and arithmetic skills, removal of habit of by-heart,

achievement in subject knowledge, improve in competitive spirit,

preparation of designs and charts, utilization of leisure time in co-curricular

activities etc. The administrative factors are 10 items that covers

suggestions to the teachers in valuation, intimation of students achievement

to parents, providing pleasant learning environment, observation of

homework etc.

Verification and Interpretation of First Hypothesis:

            The first hypothesis of the study states that “there is no significant

difference in the opinions of married and unmarried group of teachers on

educational, student performance and administrative factors of CCE.” This

hypothesis is tested and the results are shown below.
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The ‘t’ values are found to be not significant for educational, student

performance and administrative factors of CCE. This shows that there is

no significant difference in the means of opinions of both the groups on

educational, student performance and administrative factors of CCE.

Hence, the null hypothesis is accepted.

Verification and Interpretation of Second Hypothesis:

                The second hypothesis of the study is “there is no significant

difference in the opinions of teachers with different academic qualifications

on educational, student performance and administrative factors of CCE.”

This hypothesis is tested with respect to different academic

qualifications (i.e., Intermediate, Graduation and Post-graduation) of

teachers. The results are given in the following tables considering two

groups of academic qualifications in each table.
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In the variable of educational factors, The ‘t’ value is found to be

significant at 0.05 level.  This shows that there is significant difference in

the means of opinions of both the groups on educational factors related to

CCE among teachers. Hence, part of the null hypothesis is rejected.

In the variables of student performance factors and administrative

factors, the ‘t’ values are found to be not significant. This shows that there

is no significant difference in the means of opinions of both the groups on

CCE related to student performance and administrative factors among

teachers. Hence, part of the null hypothesis is accepted.
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The ‘t’ values are found to be not significant for all the three factors

of CCE in the above table. This shows that there is no significant difference

in the opinions of teachers with Intermediate and post-graduation

qualification on educational, student performance and administrative

factors related to CCE. Hence, part of the null hypothesis is accepted.

From the above table, it is learnt that the ‘t’ values are found to be

not significant for all the three factors of CCE. This shows that there is no

significant difference in the opinions of teachers with degree and post-

graduation qualifications on educational, student performance and

administrative factors related to CCE. Hence, part of the null hypothesis

is accepted.

Verification and Interpretation of Third Hypothesis:

            The third hypothesis of the study is “there is no significant

difference in the opinions of teachers with different professional

qualifications on educational, student performance and administrative

factors of CCE.”

This hypothesis is tested with respect to different professional qualifications

(i.e., D.Ed. and B.Ed.) of teachers. The results are given in the following

table.
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In the variable of educational factors, the ‘t’ value is found to be

significant at 0.01 level.  This shows that there is significant difference in

the opinions of teachers with D.Ed. and B.Ed. professional qualifications

on educational factors related to CCE. Hence, part of the null hypothesis

is rejected.

                In the variables of student performance and administrative

factors, the ‘t’ values are found to be not significant.  This shows that

there is no significant difference in the  opinions of teachers with D.Ed.

and B.Ed. professional qualifications on student performance and

administrative factors of CCE.  Hence, part of the null hypothesis is

accepted.

Conclusion:

Education is the most important enterprise in the society and

therefore, it is crucial to evaluate its process and products. All students,

teachers, administrators and parents should work hard towards achieving

educational goals and want to ascertain the degree to which those goals

have been realized.  In this present study, the investigator found that the
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marital status of the teachers has nothing to do with the three factors of

the CCE. Only the educational factors of CCE have differed significantly

with both academic and professional qualifications of teachers. It indicates

that syllabus, teaching methods and learning etc. of educational factors

are seen with different perspectives by the teachers. The results of the

study would help the school administration to identify the major problems

that the teachers encounter in the classes while executing CCE and take

up the appropriate steps in the areas where teachers seek help.
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INTRODUCTION

Free and compulsory education for all children upto the age of

fourteen years in the Constitutional commitment in India (Article 45). At

the time of the adoption of the Constitution in 1950, the aim was to achieve

the goal of Universalization of Elementary Education (UEE) within the

next ten years i.e. by 1960. Keeping in view the educational facilities

available in the country at that time, the goal was far too ambitions to

achieve within a short span of ten years. At the time of Independence in

the year 1947, India inherited a system of education, which was not only

quantitatively small but also characterized by the persistence of large intra

and inter-regional as well as structural imbalances. Only 14 per cent of

population was literate, and one child out of three had been enrolled in the

primary school. The need for a literate population and universal education

for all in the age group of 6-14 was recognized as a crucial input for nation

building and was given due consideration in successive five years plans.

NEED AND SIGNIFICANT OF THE STUDY

Elementary education is extremely important because not only does

it make people literate it also provides the base with which an individual

can attain higher education. The SSA also has focused on special groups

such as Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and the Girl child, etc. Thus,

the SSA introduced various incentives to counter the problem such as free

education, scholarships, free books, mid-day meal and setting up of schools
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to serve the un-served areas. Still these children face many problems in

their primary education. Therefore, looking in to the different factors the

researcher felt the need of studying this group of children.

OBJECTIVE AND HYPOTHESIS

The main objective of the research is to know the difficulties in

academic achievement of the socially disadvantage group.

Considering the objectives the hypothesis is formulated as

1. There is significant difference between the male and female children

of the group in educational achievement and keeping them away

from the school.

2. There is significant difference between the general and SC/ST

children of the group in their interest in studies as well as

participation in academic activities.

METHODOLOGY

Population

The population is taken from the children of socially disadvantages

groups of Birbhum district. (W.B. India).

Sample

In the present study, the investigator had selected a sample of 300

children of school going children of  age 6- 14 years from the different

schools of Bolpur, Suri, Rampurhat sub-divisions of Birbhum district (W.B.

India).

Tool used

The investigator himself prepared, self-developed Interview

Schedule for the children, consisting of thirty (30) items or questions, both



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF MULTIDISCIPLINARY EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH
ISSN : 2277-7881; IMPACT FACTOR - 2.735
VOLUME 2, ISSUE 11(2), OCTOBER 2013

149

positive and negative, for the test. However the tool claims to have sufficient

content validity. Every responded item is scored with different weights.

The parents total perception score is obtained after all these weights are

summated.

DATA ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION

Table provides the information about the status of out of school

children in relation to caste.  It reveals that children  of OBC  are

more in percentage 40 per cent followed by SC/ST  34 per cent are

out of school where as lowest 20 per cent are from General category.
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Table provides the information about the children, those skip school

due to work .The result says that 18.7 per cent of children have left the

school due to work. It is found that 59.67 per cent of children regularly go

to school.
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The frequency of children working or suggested to work and reason for

drop-out  have moderate correlation, r (298) = .62, p < .001.

There is moderate positive relationship between continuation of the study

and children working as shown in Table 3.20. If we increase in one variable,

correspond to increase in other variable. Therefore, we can conclude that

if the children are encouraged to go for work or if the children are  involved

in any labour work then the children are most likely to drop-out.

MAJOR FINDING OF THE RESEARCH

It was very encouraging to note that the level of enrolment among

the children of socially disadvantage group was very high and was close to

68 per cent in the Birbhum district of the sample selected. The socio

economic status of the family had significant influence on the attitude of
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the boys and girls towards their education. The attitude of boys and girls

in rural and urban areas with respect to their education has a significance

difference.

CONCLUSION

The study indicates that the children of socially disadvantage group

believe that ‘education’ is important as it helps an individual in their life.

Education, however, is a broader process which includes higher levels of

education. It is necessary for the efficient performance of activities not

undertaken by these groups. The study negates the views that the children

of these groups reject value of education. Respondents argued that

education was important for both boys and girls. Thus, the value system

theory cannot be accepted as an explanation of the low level of education.
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1. Introduction

Technical and professional education is considered as a capital good

hence there must be returns to investment made in such education. These

returns have to be compared with the next best alternative. It requires the

measurement of cost, benefits and the choice of an investment criterion,

which has to be based on these measures of costs and benefits. In this

paper, returns to management education both  private and social rate of

return is estimated for MBA offered by the premier university Jai Naraiyan

Vyas University (J.N.VU), Jodhpur  on the basis of the estimates of private

and social costs and benefits.   Returns to education can be perceived from

the angle of individual as well as society.

Several questions arise:

 Why do households spend on education of their wards?

 Why does society give priority and allocates resources to education

in its development programme?

 Why the Government subsidizes education?

 Why the perception of the individual and society do differs?

From the individual decision maker’s point of view individuals

expect to derive benefits from education hence they incur expenditure for

obtaining the same. Besides individual, society also expects to gain from

educated citizens hence it also invests huge sum in creation of educational
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infrastructure and subsidization of education. Since different streams and

levels of education are associated with benefits and costs, proper evaluation

of the alternative become imperative for prioritization. In this way, Cost –

Benefit and rate of return analysis are relevant to this process of decision

making by the individuals and the society as a whole. There are very few

studies on management education. This study will fill the gap.

1. Objectives of the Study

The main objective is to conduct cost –benefit analysis and to

compute private and social rate of return to Management education (MBA)

offered by premier University of Rajasthan, India i.e. J.N.V University

Jodhpur. It requires estimation of private and social costs and benefits

keeping the conceptual and practical issues in view and then to calculate

both Private rate of return (PRR) and Social Rate of Return (SRR).

2. Cost of Education

There are several studies on cost of higher education (Saruparia

and Lodha, 2013, Bray 2002, Gupta 2002, Samuel 1972). Both Private and

social cost have been calculated for management education keeping in mind

the conceptual and practical issues.  The proportion of private cost to social

cost comes out to be 56.38%. Private expenditure borne by the individual

is higher than the institutional expenditure, thus subsidization by

government is the minimum. It is due to relatively high tuition fees and

high lodging and boarding expenses incurred by the students since they

come from better off families.

3. Benefits of Education

Education is both a consumption as well as an investment good i.e

education is a product characterized by the “in between” classification. In

other words we can say that education yields satisfaction now and expected
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to yield benefits in future as well. Benefits of education have short and

long term, direct and indirect benefits components, which can be further

divided into private and social benefits classified according to their

incidence.

Direct benefits of education are in terms of pecuniary gains that the

individual receives on acquiring it. Indirect benefits accrue to the people

other than the recipients of education. All intangibles are in the form of

indirect benefits.

Private benefits are those benefits that are retained by the educated

individual and social benefits include benefits that are absorbed by the

other members of the society i.e. those benefits which the educated

individual can not appropriate individually. Since the educated individual

is a part of the society, social benefits contain the private benefits. Thus,

social benefits are the sum of the private benefits and the uncaptured

benefits of the educated individual to the society. However, identifying all

the social benefits and quantifying them is a very difficult task, which has

not been accomplished fully till now. Usually, direct private benefits are

computed from the lifetime earnings of the educated workers after paying

income tax and social benefits are computed from the pre-tax earnings.

A Review of literature reveals that the general approach is to confine

attention to the direct financial return accompanying additional education

(Saruparia, Lodha 2013,Mehta 1996, Debi 1988, Shortlidge 1974). Similar

approach is adopted in the present study.

According to Vaizey (1962) the indirect benefits of education are so

great that the direct benefits are not necessarily the most important ones.

These indirect benefits include spillovers income gain to others as well as

future generations (Psacharopoulos and Woodhall 1985:54). These are
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externalities of education. Such externalities may also include the adverse

effects of education such as the disintegrating effects of large educated

unemployment, increase in sophisticated crime (Thais and Carnoy 1972),

unemployability and samskritisation effect. It is difficult to quantify most

of the indirect benefits pointed out by Blaug (1965: 234-35).

4. Conceptual and Practical Issues in Calculation of Benefits of

Education

Education generates direct and indirect benefits. There is no

uniformity in defining direct and indirect benefits of education. The most

evident direct benefit is that additional income which yields additional

income in excess of resources expended in obtaining it. Therefore, to the

individual direct benefit of education is in terms of higher lifetime earnings.

For the society benefits accrue in terms of the higher productivity of

educated individuals and the additional contributions to national income

over their entire working period.

As pointed out earlier, education also generates indirect benefits

that are extremely difficult to measure empirically.

Another problem is whether investment education may help to make

other social investments more productive (Psacharopolos and Woodhall

1985).

Since the present study aims to calculate cost and benefits of

technical and professional education, it is assumed that investment in such

courses generates direct monetary benefits in the form of additional

earnings to the individual receiving education. However, considering only

pecuniary outlays and returns is likely to underestimate the social return

to investment in education.
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Here benefits derived are not the actual benefits rather they are

expected benefits, which an individual expects to receive if he joins and

completes the course. There are two methods of calculating direct pecuniary

benefits.  One method is to take a representative group of educated

individuals and ask them about their educational and job history. These

studies are known as ‘cohort’ studies.  But this method leads to the problem

of price indexing, record lapse    and take several years of work. Another

way is to use cross sectional data i.e. to take a sample survey of the

population at a particular date and ask them about their education and

job history. Validity of this method depends on the assumption that the

present experience will be repeated for coming generations. However, the

latter method is preferred over former method in several research studies

( Saruparia , Lodha 2013,Mehta 1996, Debi 1982, Shortlidge 1974). Similar

approach is adopted in the present study.

5.1Adjustments of Direct Benefits

Some adjustments are required on benefits side to complete the

cost benefit analysis and rate of return calculation.

One major problem is that it attributes all income earned to the

acquisition of the degree on basis of which job was obtained. However,

individuals with the same academic record are often found to have different

service and earnings record. There are several other factors besides

academic record that determine one’s degree of success in real life. Family,

caste and social background, gender, shear chance (luck or bad luck),

windfalls, innate ability, family atmosphere and support, general economic

environment in the national economy and a lot of other factors which

influence earnings right from the decision on work participation and first

job to the entire history of economically active life.  Direct benefits of

education i.e. earnings should be adjusted for non-schooling factors (like
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ability, family background), probability of unemployment, incidence of non-

participation in market work, general growth in national income, survival

chances and taxation.

6. Review of Literature on Returns to Education

There have been several citations on returns to different levels of

higher education but there are few studies on management education.

(i)  Saruparia and Lodha (2013) calculated high Private and social Rate

of Return for technical and professional graduates. They emphasized

on shifting the burden of cost of education to individuals to high

PRR and SRR.

(ii) McMohan (2010) believed in serious underinvestment in higher

education, perhaps an overemphasis on vocationalization and large

build up of skill deficits in the united states since 1980.The true

SRR that add to the value of the non- market private and social

benefits are higher than the 16-17 %Associate degree  and 11-13 %

Bachelor’s degree standard ‘narrow’ social rate of return .

(iii) Moffitt Robert (2007) found that marginal returns to higher

education fall as the proportion of the population with higher

education rises, consistent with the Becker Woytinsky Lecture

hypothesis.

(iv) Acemoglu and Angrist (2001) found higher social returns (9.1 %

versus 7.4%) by instrumenting quarter of birth dummies for

individual education , and compulsory school attendance laws and

child labour laws in states of birth for average education ( see also

Moretti 2002) .
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(v) Srivastava & Nauriyal (1997) using data set of “Degree Holders

and Technical Personnel’’ examined the impact of professional

education on the study of high level manpower, role of earnings in

growth of the high level manpower in Rajasthan with reference to

technical and engineering education.

(vi) Malathy and Duraisamy (1993) estimated returns to educational

investment of scientific and technical personnel in India. They found

that marginal rates of return per year of schooling declines as

education level increases. Also the returns to technical and scientific

education of women are higher than men for all levels of education.

(vii) Raunch (1993) found higher social returns ( at 8.1 %) compared to

private returns ( 4.8 %) by comparing worker’s educational level

and increase in wages with average educational level attained in

United States metropolitan statistical areas.

(viii) Hadjidema (1988) estimated PRR and SRR for both males and

females in different subject groups, i.e Economics, Law,

Mathematics, Medical Science and Technical Sciences in Greece.The

results showed that males generally achieved higher returns than

females. The PRR vary from approximately 17.3% to 7.4 % whereas

the corresponding SRR appear to be lower, varying from 13.4 % to

5.6%.

(ix) Psacharopoulos (1985), Psacharopoulos and Patrinos (2002) have

summarized the results of several rate of return studies on 98

countries. They found that the estimated rates of return are typically

above, and sometimes considerably above, 10 %, which is a

respectable rate of return. However, they warn that rate of return

are not comparable due to difference in coverage and methodology.
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(x) Tilak (1980) estimated marginal and average private and social rates

of return to different levels of education from literacy to higher

general and professional level for sex and caste in West Godavari

district of Andhra Pradesh.

(xi) Thakur (1979) estimated 17% private rate of return to

apprenticeship and 14% to industrial training as compared to 9.4

and 7.5% social rate of return respectively for the trainees of the

Industrial Training Institute, New Delhi.

(xii) Shortlidge (1973) and Mehta (1996) estimated private and social

returns to agriculture education  respectively for G.B. pant

University of Agriculture and Technology, Pantnagar and Rajasthan

Agriculture university, Bikaner.   Shortlidge (1974 a and 1975) also

calculated rates of return to the University training programme

for Gramsevaks ( in range of 8.3 % to 13.5 %) vis – a- vis the

agricultural graduates (9.9 t0 10.3 %) by adjusting for mortality

and ability.  Mehta (1996) found SRR to be generally low except

M.Sc degree holders in agriculture and for vetenary bachelor degree

and PRR to be very high in M.Sc (Agriculture) and quite high in

B.E and BVSc .

(xiii) Pandit (1972) estimates were low due to higher adjustment. SRR

and PRR came to be 5% and 5.6% respectively for professional

courses.

(xiv) Samuel (1972) found that even at a 13 % discount rate, management

programmes at the Indian Institute of Management Ahemdabad

yields a positive social net present value. He developed a theoretical

framework for the application of cost benefit approach to

management education in developing country. Social returns are
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established through a combination of the import substitution and

income creation approach. The cost benefit approach of a major

national project in India within the framework shows that social

discount rate is high as 13%.  The net return appears to be quite

sensitive to the value assigned to foreign exchange, discount rate

and price elasticity.

(xv) Chaudhary and Rao (1970) estimated marginal private and social

rates of return to higher education of Delhi University students

and concluded that the demand for higher education reflected

‘pressure for a slice in the higher subsidy’ at the higher level.

(xvi) Kothari (1967) estimated 25% and 22% PRR and SRR respectively

for technical and professional graduates.

(xvii) Madheswaran (1966) estimated rates of return to higher education

in India. He found that professional education has higher returns

than the general education and the time trends in rate of return

are not consistent.
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8. Methodology

Rate of return and cost benefit analysis requires information on

estimates of all types of likely expenditure (costs) to be incurred by the

prospective entrants as well as expected life time earnings. Expectations

are formed on the basis of past experiences. Therefore sample survey

becomes essential. The universe of the study for calculating benefits covers

the students who have graduated in different years since the inception of

the university (1962) is 525 whereas the universe for calculating the cost

is constituted of the current final year students expected to finish their

requirements is 140.

Most of the studies have used the semi-logarithm form of earnings

function (Saruparia, Lodha 2013, Mehta 1996, Gasper 1995, Shah,

Srikantiah 1984, Shortlidge 1974). The logarithm of earnings is regressed

on the potential explanatory variables. The advantage of using this

functional form over others is that it enables in interpreting the regression

coefficients as the percentage effect of a unit change in the explanatory

variables on earnings. ( Mincer 1974, Becker and Chiswick 1966, Snooks

1983, Fields 1980 b)

8.1. Specification of Age-Earning Function

In many rate of return studies, the following semi-logarithm

earnings function first used by Mincer (1974) is used (Saruparia, Lodha

2013, Duraiswamy 1999, Unni Jeemol 1996, Shah and Srikantiah 1984,

Chiswick 1974)

lny=a+bs+cx+dx2+u

where s is different years of schooling, x is the experience and u is the

disturbance term.
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The merit of this formulation is that the coefficient of s directly

gives the private rate of return to education (Dougherty and Jimenez 1991).

However, rate of return cannot be calculated from this function when the

data pertain to only one level of education. Moreover, this method does not

adjust earnings that flow over a long period for cost incurred on schooling.

Therefore, a more general econometric model is specified for explaining

the difference in earnings of a cross-section of graduates of different age

but holding the same degree.

Yi= f(Xij) i=1,2,…………n; and j=1,2…………………p

Here, Yi is the average annual income of the ith educated individual, j is

the jth group of explanatory variables and Xij denotes the jth individual

hypothesized to influence the earnings.

8.2. Earning Function

In the present study simple econometric model is developed and

implemented to explain the earning differential by age, examination

performance, background variables, experience, additional training,

employment categories and other relevant variables. Different dummy

variables are used for different employer categories. Age earning profiles

are constructed on the basis of specified model.

Yi= a0 + ai SFAEDUi + a2 SFAOCCi + a3 RURALi +a4 CITYi + a5 CASTEi

+ a6 SIBj + a7 AADj + a8 PERi + a9 UPi + a10 LN (YSD) i + a11 (1/YSD) + a12

(YSD)2
i + a13 JOBCHANGi + a14 PROMi + a15 NADi + a16 GENDERi + a17

ABROADi + a18 D1 + a19 D2 + a20 D3 + a21 D4 + a22 D5 + a23 D6 +a24 D7 +

a25 D8 + Ui

where    SFAEDUi= Father’s Education score

SFAOCC I = Father’s occupation score
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SIB= Number of Siblings

PER=Average percentage of marks obtained

UP= Initial unemployment period (waiting period) in months

YSD= Years since degree

JOBCHANG= Number of job changes

PROM= Number of promotions

NAD=Number of additional degrees

D1, D2, D3, D4, D5, D6, D7 AND D8 are dummy variables of

different employer categories and Ui=disturbance term

It is evident that several variables reflecting interaction of experience

(YSD) and employer dummies e.g D1 LN (YSD) are also introduced to

indicate the effect of the interaction between the two variables on earnings.



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF MULTIDISCIPLINARY EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH
ISSN : 2277-7881; IMPACT FACTOR - 2.735
VOLUME 2, ISSUE 11(2), OCTOBER 2013

166

8.2.2. Corrections in the Present Study

Corrections are applied to the earning profile for opportunity cost,

expected survival chances, probability and period of unemployment. In

the present study following adjustments have been made:

1. Regression analysis is used to identify the specific contribution of

other factors besides education affecting the earnings of the

graduates but no correction has been applied for ability.

2. There is no unemployment in management education, hence no

adjustments is made.

3. Field data show that the sample of management education consist

of 16 percent female graduates of whom 11 percent is non-

participating. The fact of non-participation or leaving work by free

choice can be taken to indicate that they value household chores

more than economic activities usually after marriage. Thus no

correction needs to be applied. However, problems could be

complicated if non- participation were forced and non-voluntary.

4. Adjustment for mortality has been made on earning side by applying

the probability of survival chances.

5. Average tax rate is calculated on the basis of existing tax rates and

further post tax income is calculated.

Stepwise Ordinary Least Square regression using SPSS package

(including all the explanatory variables defined above) is used to estimate

the model.  Stepwise method is used so that insignificant and irrelevant

variables are omitted and the possibility of specification bias and problems

due to multi collinearity are minimized. A variable is entered in the model

if the significance level of its F value is less than the entry value (15%) and
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removed if the significance value is greater than the removal value (16%).

Thus the actual number of relevant variables entering the final equation

would be smaller than the list of the explanatory variables.

Further Age earnings profile is constructed for MBA on the basis of

estimated equation. These are the benefits that an entrant expects to receive

on completion of the course. The expectations are formed at the time of

admission on the basis of the experiences of the graduates who have already

passed out.

SRR is calculated with the help of social cost including (private and

public cost) and PRR is calculated using private cost. Costs are entered in

the age earning profiles with negative sign against the years of schooling.

Opportunity cost is derived from the earning profiles prepared by Mehta

and Kapoor (2003). Opportunity cost starts with the admission in the course

and benefits start after the completion of the course. Thus, age earning

profile is netted out for age earning profiles of earnings foregone. These

adjusted age earning  profiles show additional earnings consequent on

obtaining the degree over the next alternative.

  Social Rate of Return (SRR) is calculated by the following equation and

making several adjustments

“ [B i(1-a o)- SC ] L0 i
               _________________ = 0           i=1,2…………

      [1+SRR] i

Where

B i = Net differential in income in the ith years after graduation

a o =  Ability coefficient capturing the effect of non-schooling factors

( like socio-economic background, ability) on benefits

SC i= Total resource cost or social cost in the ith year
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Loi= Probability of living from the base year to investment to the

ith year

SRR= Social internal rate of return or required discount rate

Whereas PRR is obtained by putting the net present value to zero

in the following equation:

“[Bi(1-ao) (1- Ti)-PCi]L0i
_____________________ =0      i=1,2 ………n
   [1+PRR]i

Where   Ti= marginal tax rate

    PC= Private cost in the ith year

  PRR= Private Internal rate or discount rate

Using the above formulae and applying the listed corrections, SRR

and PRR are calculated for management education (combined for all

employer categories) and for each employer category separately. Here the

income considered is the income reported by the respondent in his or her

income tax return, it may not include income from several sources like

rent, tuitions, interest and bribery. On the other hand, as already reported,

institutional cost, especially capital cost is under-estimated.

9.  Empirical Results

The estimated equation for deriving earning profile is

LNY=13.1275-0.1547 LN (T)-0.607(1/T) +0.00047 (T)^  2

           Where Y=total earnings, T=years since degree (YSD).

Age earning profile for Management education (MBA) is derived on

the basis of the above estimated equation (presented in Appendix I). These

earnings are conditional on history repeating itself i.e. the job mix and job

market remains unchanged.  To get a feel of the consequences of change in
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the job market, age earning profiles for different employers and higher

degree holder can also be obtained by inserting 1 as the value of dummy

relating to a particular market/additional degree and 0 for all other

dummies.

9.1 Estimated equations for each employer are presented as follows

(i) D3 (Teaching and Research), D4 (State/Central government service),

D5 ( NRI), D6 (Retired)

   LNY= 13.0352+0.607(1/T)+0.0300LNT+0.00047(T)^ 2

(ii) D I (Private Business/ industry)

  LNY=13.0352+0.607(1/T)+ 0.0300 LN (T)+0.00047 (T)^ 2

(iii) D2(Self-employed/ Professional Consultancy)

 LNY=13.3202+0.607(1/T)-0.1777 LN (T)+0.00047 (T)^ 2

(iv) D7 ( Private sector/ Multinational)

 LNY=14.3622+0.607(1/T) -0.1777 LN (T)+0.00047 (T)^ 2

9.2 Earnings Estimates

Comparing the initial salary and income earned at different stages

of life returns to job of an educated individual can be assessed. About 46%

of MBA graduates are employed in private sector/ multinationals which

are very good pay master and 15% of the graduates are employed in public

sector undertakings and financial institutions. This fact accounts for

steadily growth in income at different ages. Also individuals in the private

sector may overstate their income by including all the value of their perks

enjoyed by them which is generally not in the case of government employees.

9.3 PRR and SRR Estimates

Using the above stated formulae, SRR and PRR are calculated for each

degree (combined for all employer categories, Table 9.3.1) and for each

employer category separately (Table 9.3.2). Here the income considered is
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the income reported by the respondent in his income tax return, it may

not include income from several sources like rent, tuitions interest and

bribery.

10. Conclusion

Our results reveal that in Management education both PRR and

SRR are high. High PRR shows that they are productive for an individual.

High SRR suggest that Management education offered by J.N.V University

is beneficial to the state also. Subsidies do not go waste. However, the wide

margin of PRR over long run rate of interest (8%) suggests that the burden

of education can be shifted to the individuals. In this way it can be safely

concluded that the Management education offered by J.N. V. University is

a profitable course both for the individual and the society.
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11. Recommendations

This study recommends the following

1. Government should encourage private sector to play a significant role

(with quality consideration) especially for weaker sections since they

can’t afford their high fees by providing loan scholarships, freeships

and other liberal measures so that more and more students from these

communities can take admission and complete their studies. However,

many B-schools have produced large number of management

graduates but all of them are not absorbed by the labour market which

is a major cause of disappointment in the youth. Therefore a judicial

balance between quantity and quality should be maintained both by

the public and the private sector.

2. The placement bureau must help the graduates to seek employment

as they are in hurry to take jobs immediately after completing course

due to survival reasons.

3. The state can transfer the burden of cost to the individual as Private

Return is very high.

4. It is difficult to term social rate of return in case of NRI since the

return do not accrue to India entirely though the cost of education is

entirely borne by Indian society. In fact, Indian society is subsidizing

education for the benefit of the host countries. There is clear case for

putting a price tag on each Indian graduate employed elsewhere. If

the individual is sending a part of his income to his family then benefits

are enjoyed by the parents but what if an individual is not sending

money to his parents who had spent his hard earned income on their

education. In the latter case it is the investment without any return

to the parents. Here the state interference is desirable in ensuring
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that benefits pass to that country which has   borne the entire cost of

education.  Towards this end, three P’s are desirable: - Patriotism,

Passport regulations and Proper Governance. The spirit of patriotism

should be infused among the citizens from the childhood and they

should serve the nation at least for the two years like European

countries. Secondly, entry requirements like   passport, visa should

be made stringent or deferred to those individuals who don’t support

their families in India. Finally, proper governance is necessary so that

individual feel that their hard earned money doesn’t go on

unproductive works and so they do not evade taxes.

5. Its high time that state should stop Brain Drain by providing a better

and quality life to its citizens in India only so that they don’t migrate

to other countries for survival reasons and can serve and strengthen

their home country.
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INTRODUCTION

Andhra Pradesh has been an agriculturally dominant State as much

as 64 per cent of population still depends upon this vital sector either

directly or indirectly for their sustenance. About 81 per cent of the total

labour force depends upon agriculture as per 2011 census implies the

importance of this sector.

Irrigation development as well as its management is of utmost

importance in the State. Andhra Pradesh is rightly called “A River State”.

Five year plans initiated since independence and increasing investment in

irrigation sector has led to agricultural growth. Major Projects such as

K.C. Canal, Kaddam, TBP HLC Stage-I and Rojalibanda Diversion Scheme

and Godavari Barrage and Prakasam Barrage have been constructed in

place of the age old anicuts on Godavari & Krishna Rivers. About 94 Major

and Medium Irrigation projects were completed during the 1st to 11th

plan and an amount of Rs.98,765.17 Crore spent from Plan I to up to

October 20121.

The Vision 2020 document envisages a higher growth rate of 6.1

per cent per annum during 2000-05 and 6.9 per cent in 2005-10. This level

of growth rate is necessary to achieve an overall growth rate of 8.6 per

cent and 10.9 per cent during 2000-05 and 2005-2010 respectively. The

performance and growth of agriculture largely depends upon a vital input

like irrigation. So Government needs to make investments to develop
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irrigation facilities of various kinds. This follows substantial budgetary

allocations have to be made in order to develop the agriculture sector.

Andhra Pradesh is emerging as first among equals as far as reforms

in agricultural sector concerned. The State’s experiments with watershed

and irrigation development programmes are among the most ambitious in

the country. Participatory irrigation management has been taken up in a

big way. More than 10,000 water user associations (WUAs) have been

formed, of which about 80 per cent are in minor irrigation sector i.e., tanks2.

OBJECTIVES:

With this backdrop an attempt has been made in this paper to

examine the trends of budgetary allocations both to agriculture and

irrigation in the State of Andhra Pradesh. Fiscal reforms were initiated

since 1995-96 and reprioritisation, restructuring and compositional shifts

of public expenditure has been taken place in governmental expenditure.

Therefore, it is necessary to examine the trends in budgetary allocations.

METHODOLOGY:

The period taken for this study is from 1999—2000 to 2010-11. The

data is collected from Budget Documents, GOAP and RBI publications on

State Finances. In order to avoid year-to-year fluctuations, both GSDP

and expenditure variables are presented in averages. An analysis of the

average budgetary allocations for Agriculture and Allied Activities and

Irrigation and Flood Control in GSDP, Developmental Expenditure and

Total Expenditure has been made.

GROWTH OF AGRICULTURE

The performance of this sector has been dwindling and its contribution to

GSDP has decreased to 12.90 per cent (2002-03) and also subjected to
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fluctuations. For instance, it contributed 18.56 per cent to Gross State

Domestic Product (current prices) in 1999-2000, which further declined to

as low as 12.90 per cent in 2002 - 03 and 13.04 per cent in 2006-07. Then,

there is an increasing trend thereafter and reached 15 per cent in 2010 -

11. In terms of percentage change over the previous year, agriculture

recorded positive growth during the study period, except in 1999-2000,

2001-02 and 2002-03. (Table-1).

BUDGETARY RESOURCES TO AGRICULTURE AND IRRIGATION

Of late agricultural sector has been subjected to more fluctuations

and its growth has been decelerating. So there is a need to ensure

sustainable growth in agriculture in order to give impetus to the

manufacturing and industrial sector as it has significant linkages with the

secondary sector. So its growth is necessary not only for attaining high

overall growth but also for eradication of poverty. The Ninth Five Year
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Plan, GOI (1997-2002) also aimed at a growth rate of 4.5 per cent per

annum for the agriculture sector. The government of Andhra Pradesh, in

its Vision 2020 document envisaged a still higher growth rate of 6.0 per

cent per annum in the first decade of this Century3 (Table-2).

It also focuses on critical areas of importance for agriculture in

Andhra Pradesh taking into account State’s comparative advantage,

opportunities opened up in the country and globally, and the development

experience in other countries. It advocates full exploitation of the available

irrigation potential. It is clear that the role of the government is critical by

way of stepping up investments as well as creating the policy environment

conductive to private investment and enterprise, and for ensuring full

participation of the resource-poor farmers and the lagging regions in

agricultural development4.

Since agriculture contributes a declining share to GSDP, public

expenditure on agriculture need to be examined in light of this declining

share. The declining share of the primary sector has not been accompanied

by a declining labour force in agriculture and allied activities.
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Table - 3 shows the proportion of revenue and capital expenditure

on agriculture and allied activities and irrigation and flood control. It is

clear from the Table that in case of Agriculture and allied activities the

revenue component is much higher than the capital component throughout

the study period. In case of irrigation and flood control the expenditure on

revenue and capital accounts shows many fluctuations during the study

period. The proportion of expenditure on revenue account increased from

43.28 per cent in 1999-2000 to 60.46 per cent in 2004-05, and again declined

to 36.78 per cent, where as capital expenditure decreased from 56. 72 per

cent in 1999-2000 to 40.99 per cent in 2007-08 and increased to 63.22 per

cent in 2010-11.
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Table - 4 shows that the proportion of expenditure on agriculture

& allied activities and irrigation & flood control in GSDP, developmental

expenditure and total expenditure. The proportion of expenditure on

agriculture and allied activities in GSDP has increased, albeit marginally,

from 0.49 per cent in1999-2000 to 0.88 per cent in 2008-09 again declined

to 0.53 per cent in 2010-11.

On an average the proportion of expenditure on agriculture and

allied activities in GSDP, Developmental expenditure and total expenditure

are 0.55 per cent, 4.97 per cent and 1.75 per cent respectively during the

study period. The proportion of expenditure on irrigation and flood control

in GSDP, Developmental expenditure and total expenditure are 2.62 per

cent, 23.10 per cent and 7.26 per cent respectively.

The proportions of agricultural and allied activities expenditure in

GSDP, developmental expenditure and total expenditure are higher only

in five years than the average of study period. The proportions of

expenditure on irrigation and flood control in GSDP and developmental

expenditure are higher than the average of study period for six years   and

total expenditure for seven years.
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During 2004, the Government initiated measures for fully utilizing

available yields of Godavari and other rivers and initiated a historical

beginning named ‘Jalayagnam’ with the aim to complete ongoing and new

projects in a record time and provide immediate irrigation to water starving

segments on top priority by mobilizing funds from all possible sources.

Presently, 86 projects are being considered under Jalayagnam. The

completion of these projects, will create new irrigation potential of 97.069

lakh acres and stabilize 22.54 lakh acres. 14 projects were completed and

water released for 23 more projects creating partial irrigation potential

from 2004-05 to September 2012. From 2004-05 to 2012-13, 21.43 lakh

acres of irrigation potential was created under Major and Medium irrigation

projects. 8.25 lakh acres of irrigation potential was created under Minor

irrigation sources and APSIDC irrigation projects. 29.68 lakh acres of new

Irrigation potential created from 2004-05 to September 2012, which includs

3.96 lakh acres stabilized under Major, Medium, Minor and APSIDC.

Land use pattern determines the economic efficiency of the resource

use. Besides, it determines the ecological sustainability of land resources

in the long run. Along with the area under irrigation the composition of

irrigation has changed during the study period (Table- 5). The area under

Canal and Tank irrigation has declined while the importance of Well

irrigation has gone up substantially. This may be attributed to the decline

in public investment in agriculture.
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The gross area irrigated in the State decreased to 67.85 lakh hectares

in 2011-12 from 71.53 lakh hectares in 2010-11. The net area irrigated in

the state increased to 50.89 lakh hectares in 2011-12 as against 50.34 lakh

hectares in 2010-11 showing an increase of 1.09 percent5.

Inspired by the success of previous Rythu Chaitanya Yatras, they were

organized again in the year 2012 from 10.05.12 to 31.05.12 in 22 districts

in the state. The objective of these Yatras is to educate farmers particularly
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small and marginal farmers at grass root level. The focus of these Yatras

was on technology transfer, addressing the technology gaps identified in

the village, creating awareness about Government programmes for welfare

of farmers ensuring timely credit delivery, effective input planning for

kharif, agriculture mechanization, crop diversification, water management

etc. to increase productivity and reduce cost of cultivation, improve quality

and latest technology intervention in Agriculture and Allied activities.

• 40,687 habitations have been covered and 20.59 lakh farmers contacted

• 35,713 Adarsha Rythus participated in RCY.

• 1,48,897 non-loanee farmers were identified

• The financial allocation for Rythu Chaitanya Yatras in 2012 is Rs.341.87

Lakh.6

CONCLUSION:

The proportion of expenditure on agriculture and allied activities

in GSDP, developmental expenditure and total expenditure reveals that

except in five years the expenditure proportions are less than the average

of study period. Similarly in case of expenditure on irrigation and flood

control the expenditure proportions are less than the study period average

for five to six years. This implies that additional budgetary allocations

need to be made not only to enhance public investment but also to induce

private investment in agriculture sector.

Being a State having more than 60 per cent of its population

depending on agriculture and living in rural areas the sectors such as it,

may be seen that the share of agriculture & allied activities and irrigation

& flood control deserve more financial allocations than what has been

allocated in the recent past.
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Diversification of agriculture, public investment in

agriculture related R & D, irrigation, watershed development and solving

the problems of small scale units should be taken up on a large scale.
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INTRODUCTION

Personality has been defined in a variety of ways. Keeping the

interaction of man‘s biological inheritance with the environment as the

major consideration Prince (1921 )defined personality as “a sum of total of

and instincts of all individual and disposition and tendencies acquired by

experience “.Eysenck (1959) looked at personality as “the more or less

stable and enduring organization of persons character. Temperament,

intellect  and physique, which determine his unique adjustment to the

environment”.

Dimensions of personality

Personality is an integrated whole with certain concrete and some

abstract dimensions each dimensions has specific purpose and a significant

role to play in the totally of one‘s being. The maturations changes as a

result of chronological growth and the environment interactions, which

an individual has throughout largely demine the extent to which his

personality potential shall be developed. Various aspects of personality are

not only interdependent but also so meticulously integrated that what

happens in one aspect has its relative effect on others compartments.

However for the sake of convenience and better understanding personality

compartmentalized into physique ,mind and intellect, emotionally and

sociability
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Occupational status is also believed to be an influencing factor in

the development of personality. The status involves various skill

requirements and consequently an occupant expresses his abilities by way

of discharging responsibilities in accordance with the position one acquires.

Therefore occupational status produces differences in personality

dimensions.

Hence, an attempt is made in the present study to examine the personality

differences due to occupational status or areas and condition.

 Hypothesis

1) There is a significant deference in personality dimensions of

Teachers of different status.

2)  There is significant gender difference in the personality of Teachers

Sample

The samples of the study consist of 200 Teachers drawn randomly

from Gulbarga District. There were an equal numbers of sample categories

in two levels of occupational status (Government & Private Teachers) and

gender. (Male & Female) The respondents were administered personality

scale to determine the extent of personality.

Tools

The EPQR scale developed by Eysenck (1975) was used, it consists of 90

items, with 4 alternatives, it measures different dimensions like

psychoticium, neuroticism, and extraversion.

Results and interpretation

The data were subjected to statistical analysis. The t-test was  applied  and

results discussed. It can be observed that the mean score of Government
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Teachers in psychoticism (14.22) is higher than the Private Teachers

(13.54)

This indicates that the occupational status with the higher work

load producers higher psychoticism in Teachers.

In the extraversion dimension, the mean score of the Government

Teachers is higher than (13.88) Private Teachers (12.78) This indicates

that the Government Teachers have higher extraversion qualities than

the Private Teachers

In the neuroticism, the mean score of the Government Teachers

is again higher than (15.11) Private Teachers (13.21) This reveals that the

Government Teachers have higher Neuroticism than the Private Teachers.

The ‘t‘valves are significant at 0.05 levels. It is found that the position of

Government Teachers are completely involved in all areas than the private

teachers

The Government Teachers are more flexible personality, stress

related aspects as a result of which they develop qualities that qualify

psychoticism, extraversion and neuroticism etc. Hence the Government

teachers express significantly higher than the Private school teachers in

their occupational status Table No.1 clearly explains this.
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Personality male and female teachers in extraversion the mean score of

male teachers is 13.32 and of female is 11.40.This shows that the mean

score of the male is higher than the female. this shows that males have

higher psychoticism, The t value of 3.28 is significant which tells there is

significant difference between male and female teachers in this dimension.

In extraversion dimension, the mean score the teachers are 13.41

and of female is 12.16.This shows that the mean score of the male is higher

than the female. The t value of 2.38 is significant which reveals that there

is significant difference between male and female teachers in the dimension

of extraversion.

The mean score of male in neuroticism is 14.11 and female it is

12.40.This shows that the males score is higher than the female. The t

value of 2.79 is significant which indicates the difference between male

and female teachers in neuroticism. Table 2: picturing the gender

differences in personality dimensions of Teachers

CONCLUSION

The following conclusions are drawn:
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1. There is significant difference in the personality dimensions

amongst teachers of different occupational status.

2. Government teachers have higher personality dimensions than

private teachers.

3. There are significant gender difference: males have higher

psychoticism,

4. extraversion and neuroticism than the female teachers.
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Introduction

Life today has become increasingly complex and tension ridden. It

is the era of speed, rapid changes, never ending wishes and desires, which

sometimes results in stress anxiety, negativity and depression. When we

think about college students, they may have the best time of their life in

the college. During this period they have chance for maximum personal

growth which will be used for whole life. For that they have to cope up well

with the challenges of college environment. But the student who can not

do that may be more at the risk of sadness, depression.

College students face mental health issues which are directly related

to stress factor. Actually they are under all different types of pressure all

the time whether it is the pressure to do well in tests or to do academic

work or to maintain social life. If student gets failed in any of this area

that can let him down, which will ultimately lead to some type of depression.

Even if students are capable, constant pressure and stress can lead to

depression. Anxiety is also a common mental health issue for college

students. They feel that they have no enough time to do thing, leading

them to constantly think that they are behind in the race or they should

do more efforts in their study etc. This anxiety may be always in the back

of their mind, as the pressures and stress begin to build up. This situation

can be over come, if a student understands how stress occurs, how its
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adverse effect may damage him physiologically and emotionally and how

he can cope up with stress. The awareness of stress and its control is the

primary focus of stress management. (Charlesworth and Nathan, 1982,

Gherman,1981).

As a, researcher have seen different types of mental health issues

such as anxiety, fear, depression, lack of confidence, stress etc. in college

students. If student wants to achieve his goal, he should be mentally healthy

person. Mentally healthy person is one who is happy, lives peacefully with

neighbors, makes his children healthy citizens and after fulfilling such

basic responsibilities is still empowered with sufficient strength to serve

the cause of the society in any way .(Lewkar,1949).Mental health is the

ability which helps us to seek adjustment in the difficult situation of our

life (Cutts and mostlay,1941) . If students are able to cope with different

challenges then college can become the fulfilling experience for them. In

present paper researcher has applied self made mental health programme

to M.Ed. students for 42 days and try to find out effectiveness of it on

mental health issues of college students.

 Objective

The  main objective of the present investigation was to design & try

out the mental health programme (MHP) for college students and to study

the opinions of college students with regards to an effectiveness of mental

health programme. The results of the research carried out in the field will

help educationists and administrators to take appropriate steps to improve

mental health of college students.

Limitation

This study was conducted on 35 M.Ed. students only. MHP (Mental

health programme) was self made and it was applied for 42 days only. For

data collection researcher has used self made questionnaire only.
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Method

An experiment based survey approach was adopted for the present

research.

Sample

In present study researcher has made mental health programme

(MHP) for college students. To apply MHP 42 days were needed, so by

using a purposive sampling technique  researcher has selected College of

Education,Ujjain (M.P) M.Ed. for his study. All 35 students of the college

were included in it.

Tools

Two types of tools were used, (1) Mental health programme (MHP)

which includes – Aumkar, Aum-tat-sat technique, expansion of conciousness

technique and computer programme on mental health.(2) questionnaire

which contains 43 questions regarding an effectiveness of MHP.

Procedure

Researcher explained mental health issues to M.Ed. students and

showed computer programme about mental health. She tought them

Aumkar, Aum-tat-sat technique and Expansion of conciousness  technique,

students did these three techniques in college and at home for 42 days. It

required only 10-15 minutes. After finishing this MHP (Mental health

programme), researcher took opinions about the effectiveness of MHP from

M.Ed. students.

Data Analysis of students’ Responses

The data analysis was carried out on the basis of objectives of the

study by employing appropriate statistical techniques. In each table the

items were arranged in descending order and not in the order followed in
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the questionnaire for clarity. Later the results were interpreted and

conclusions were drawn.

Table-1 shows that students liked all techniques They did techniques

in college but 60%of the students did aumkar at home and 51.43% of the

students did aum-tat-sat technique at home, Not a single student spent

time for technique-3 at home. The results reveals that all students liked

mental health programme-techniques, they did all techniques in college

but not at home.

Table-2 shows that students have different reason for not doing all

techniques at home. Maximum students have no time at home and 42.86%

of the students forget to do. The results reveals that main reasons for not

doing all techniques at home were students have no time, they forget to do

and have lots of other work & no space at home.
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Table-3 shows that 80% of the students feel relax, 77.14% of students

can concentrate well, 71.43% of the students become tension free, 60% of

the students anxiety was reduced by applying Mental Health Programme.

They got control over their emotions & feel calm & happy by MHP.

The results reveal that Mental Health Programme was so effective

for students. Majority of the students feel relax concentrate well &tension

free. Their anxiety disappeared and they got controlled over their emotions,

feel calm & happy by Mental Health Programme.
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Table-4 shows that 85.71% of the students became ready for learning

by MHP. 77.14% of student could concentrate well & their mind became

cool while they did MHP techniques before teaching. By MHP students’

understanding were improved and they got new ideas easily.

The results reveals that Mental Health Programme is  useful for

students because  by doing techniques they experienced the things like-

They were ready for learning, they could concentrate  well ,they felt calm

& relaxed & their learning became more joyful & interesting.
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Table-5 shows that majority of the students (88.57%) believed that MHP

should be adopted in schools & colleges.82.86% of the students said that

every teacher should applied MHP in class room  & 80% said that students

fear will be reduced & they would become confident. 77.14% of students

responded that by MHP students’ mind will be cool & they will become

more active.

The results reveals that students feel that MHP is more effective &

it should be implemented in schools & colleges by all teachers. Though

MHP we can make students more active & classroom will become lively,

their personality can be developed. They also felt that suicidal tendency

may be reduced by MHP & education will become life oriented.

Conclusion

Majority of students felt that Mental Health Programme was very

effective & useful. It made them relax, tension free, calm & happy, they

could concentrate well. Students suggested that MHP should be

implemented in educational institutes. We know that education is for overall

development to achive this goal we should introduce mental health

techniques  in our education system. Thus our education can be life

oriented.
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INTRODUCTION

The emergence of the internet, particularly the World Wide Web is a

new medium of information storage and retrieval in the 21st century. In the

age of information explosion, the most challenging mission for the information

professionals, Librarians and information centers all over the world is to

supervise the huge information that are being produced and developed in the

world. It is impossible for a single library to monitor all the explosion of

knowledge fields and accumulate for the users. To control the situation of

information explosion, the phenomenon of consortia has become very important

in the last decade.  Initially the term used for resource sharing activities was

library cooperation. Though cooperation theoretically could embrace almost

all library activities, practically it was confined to inter-library loan of library

documents. But due to physical distance and other reasons even this limited

system of cooperation was not being practiced widely. However, with the arrival

of ICT and its application in library activities, new opportunities came up for

greater support among libraries. At the global level Internet and at the national

and local level several library networks came in trend and databases created

for information sharing. In recent environment availability of information

resources in digital or electronic form has further facilitated sharing of

information resources among libraries, thus creating favorable condition for

increased resource sharing. Emergence of library consortia is a very promising

development in this direction (Chaterjee, 2002).
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Consortium of libraries is well known for sharing of resources all over

the world. Several libraries in the world have formed consortia to share their

human and electronic resources. However, Consortium now being overheard

everywhere is because of digital form of information. It refers to co-operation,

co-ordination and collaboration between and amongst libraries for the purpose

of sharing information resources. Currently, university libraries are purchasing

materials to answer the needs of their users. This task is difficult for a single

library. By forming a consortium among libraries, it becomes possible to

purchase information in stabilized and reasonable prices. In India, many library

and information centers are making steps for building library consortium. In

case of university library, University Grants Commission (UGC) of India is

taking initiatives for digital resource consortium for university libraries in

India.

Literature review

Though the idea of collaboration was in existence for many years

now, library consortium is still not at its nascent stage in many countries.

Being an emerging development where the number of participating libraries

is increasing everyday much attention is placed on library consortia and

consequently a good number has been written about it. Most of the literature

is on case studies determining the feasibility aspects of consortia.

‘Ashoor, 2000, suggest few guidelines for the Arabian Gulf regions

and concludes that libraries in the region should enter into partnership to

establish consortium.

Fordyce, 2004, writes an article on ‘New Zealand University Library

Acquisitions consortium for the supply of print monograph resources’ where

author discusses different consortium related issues. The Committee of New

Zealand University Librarians Acquisitions Consortium (CONZULAC) was
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developed to gain maximum value from expenditure on print monograph

resources, to achieve operating efficiencies and to improve levels of service.

This paper looks at the issues that arose during its development.

Giordano, 2002, traces the history of information communication

technologies in Italian libraries with reference to library networks and digital

cooperation initiatives.

Mclean, 1999, examined the characteristics underpinning resource

sharing among university libraries in Australia on how the information

revolution posses global challenges in times of infrastructure and use of

internet. They argue that Australia lack resource coordination at a national

level, but several important initiatives are underway.

Nfial & Darko-Ampen, 2002, The exact date of the introduction of

the term  “Library Consortia”  is not clear, but the concept nsortia as being an

association or partnership has long being a principle of librarianship. The

published literature indicates that the concept is not new and it refers to co-

operation, co-ordination and collaboration between libraries for the purpose

of sharing information resources. However, libraries had not used it widely

until 1980sRao, 2001, reports about the status of the existing library and

information networks in India.Rona , 1999, writes an article on ‘The very

model of a modern library consortium’ where they discusses at what stage

and under what circumstances does an informal consortium need to think

about changing from an alliance of non- affiliated institutions to a formal

legally incorporated body? This paper draws on research funded by the Western

Australian Group of University Librarians (WAGUL).Rajgoli, Birdie &

Karisiddappa, 2005, A consortium is said to be a co-operative arrangement

among groups or institutions or an association or society. Consortia are

commonly formed to increase the purchasing capacity of the collaborating

institutions, to expand the resource availability and to offer automated services.
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In other words, it is described as a group of organizations whose purpose is to

collectively facilitate and support the work of a service program in ways that

add material and human resources beyond those available to each organization/

individual  It is marked from the literature that every region or country appears

to have some unique and confined problems. However, identification of the

factors implementing library consortium is vital in order to address the issue

suitably.

Methodology

The above literature on the topic has been studied and reviewed to

examine the consortium concept in the country. The theoretical and textual

information related to the present paper were collected both from primary

and secondary sources f information such as web sites, books, professional

journals, magazines, newspapers, conference proceedings as well as from

unpublished sources. Relevant literature was also made browsing different

notable websites. In some cases observation method was also applied for

collecting data on different university libraries.

Objective of the study

The study intends to explore the university library consortium systems

in India.  It is specially focused on the following issues:

o To be familiar with the concept, issues and identify the facilities

offered by the library consortium in case of information availability.

o Examine the existing situation of library consortium and finds

the most advanced university libraries for building University

Library Consortium in India.

o Determine the impact of university library consortium and identify

the major constraints of building consortium in India.



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF MULTIDISCIPLINARY EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH
ISSN : 2277-7881; IMPACT FACTOR - 2.735
VOLUME 2, ISSUE 11(2), OCTOBER 2013

204

o Suggests some effective measures and to provide certain future

directions for introducing University Library Consortium in India.

A road map is also discussed for implementing university library

consortium.

Growth of library consortia in the world

Libraries, especially academic libraries have long formed consortia

for the purpose of sharing existing physical as well as online resources —

principally books and journals held by member libraries. Library consortia,

does not have any remarkable history but the consortial arrangements started

with the concept of resource sharing since long back. In 1990’s, new types of

library consortia began to flourish that exploited the advances in information

technology. The global development of OCLC in USA is a prime example.

Over time the growth of newer consortium like; Colorado’s CARL, Georgia’s

GALILEO, Illinois’s IDAL, Maryland’s SAILOR, Missouri’s MIRACAL, New

Zealand’s CONZUL, CAUL, MetroNet, North America’s CRL, North Carolina’s

embryonic NCLive, Ohio’s OhioLink, Pennsylvania’s PALCI, Portland’s

PORTALS, Texas’s TexShare, Virginia’s VIVA, Washington’s WRLC, CIC in

South Asia , CURL in UK, CALIM in Manchester, Concord in Britain, Metroweb

in NewYork etc came into existence in the international scenario (Wikipedia,

2007). In India, major initiatives are regarding consortium is J-GATE form

Informatics India, IITS-BARC-TIFR Co-operation, TIFR Libraries Consortium,

ISI Library consortia, SNDT consortia of LISA, STI Network, FORSA

consortia, INDSET and INFLIBNET consortium under UGC InfoNet.

CONSORTIUM INITIATIVES IN INDIA

Many consortia are being run successfully by different organizations

in India. Some of them are FORSA, CSIR Consortium, INDEST, IIM’s, ICICI

Knowledge Park, ICMR, ISRO and a very ambitious consortia programme
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launched by UGC through as UGC-INFONET.A summary of renowned ones

is given in the following :

CSIR

The Council of Scientific and Industrial Research run 40 national laboratories

carrying out Research & Development work in the areas of Engineering,

Biological, Chemical, Physical, Environmental and Information Sciences. The

CSIR e-Journals consortium has imagined providing accessibility to more 4500

electronic journals published by leading publishers and learned societies at

global level. (Bisen, 2005).

INDEST ( http ://pani it. i itd.ac.in/indest  )

The Ministry of Human Resource Development has set up the, Indian

National Digital Library in Engineering Science and Technology Consortium.

The Ministry provides funds required for providing differential access to

electronic resources subscribed for the consortium to the core members through

the consortia headquarters set-up at the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT)

Delhi. The total number of members in the consortia has now grown 1370.

The INDEST Consortia subscribes to over 5000 electronic journals from a

number of publishers and aggregators

FORSA (  http://www.iiap.res.in/library/forsa.html  )

The Forum for Resource Sharing in Astronomy and Astrophysics, the

consortia of Raman Research Institute, Indian Institute of Astrophysics, Tata

Institute of Fundamental Research, Inter University Centre for Astronomy

and Astrophysics, National Centre for Radio Astrophysics, Physical Research

Laborotory, Nizamiah Observatory and State Observatory provides access to

25 e-journals from Kluwer to their users with the payment of 12.5% over and

above the Print subscription. This consortium has successfully negotiated

with publishers of NATURE to provide access to its e-version at a price of
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almost 1/3 of the list price.

IIM Consortia

Six Indian Institutes of Management have formed a consortium and jointly

approached the publishers of e-journals and databases in the area of

Management, Social Behavioral Science source. They have been giving IP

enabled access to e-journals. Well renowned publishers like Elsevier (247 titles),

Blackwell (268 titles), Kluwer (33 titles), Wiley (3 titles) provide their resources

online to the members of the IIM Consortium. Apart from 25 titles free against

print subscription, 2,300 titles as a part of EBSCO databases and 800 titles as

part of ABI Inform database have been made available to users of IIM libraries

electronically. (Gaudar & Narayana, 2004)

ICICI Knowledge Park

(http://www. i  ci c knowledgepark.com/ )

The Knowledge Park at Hyderabad has signed an agreement with Informatics

India Ltd provide access to J-Gate Custom Contents for Consortia service to

four Hyderabad based and one Pune based R & D Institutions. Initially this

service is free for the members with the objective of making it self-sustaining

in the later stage.

ICMR

(http://vvww.jecccmr.informindia.co.in/about/about.asp)

As part of modernization the Indian Council Of Medical research has under

taken many new initiatives like subscribing to JCC@ICMR and Full Text

Electronic Databases i.e. ProQuest. To keep pace with the rapidly changing

information technology scenario, the Council entered into the e-joumal arena

through developing an e-journal consortium. The ICMR has identified five

core bio-medical journals and subscribes for e-version in consortia mode to all
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ICMR institutes. These include Lancet, Science, BMJ, NEJM, and Nature.

This e-journal consortia will be beneficial for cross sharing of information

among the ICMR Institutes.

ISRO

The resource sharing initiative taken by Indian Space Research

organization (ISRO) libraries by avoiding duplicate subscription to

bibliographic databases is expected to result in savings of Rs. 41 Lacs per year.

Further, the proposed cancellation of duplicate journal titles by its centers is

likely to save the surplus amount that could be used to provide access to e-

journals for the benefit of all the centers. A move is there to form formal

consortium for providing access to e-journals and also J-Gate to custom contents

for the consortia. (Sridhar, 2002)

HELINET

(http ://j gateelinet. informindia. co. in/about/about.asp)

Health Science Library and Information Network is a successfully

implemented consortium which is first of its kind in the country. The

consortium was started with a vision to improve the quality of education and

research in the Health Science institutions of the country through enhanced

access to high quality medical information. HELINET’s goal is to deliver

information to users’ desk-top with round-the-clock access. The major benefit

of this consortium is expanded access to core international e-journals. Before

the launch of the consortium, access to foreign medical journals by each college

was limited to around 100. HELINET has made it possible for each college to

access and share the contents in more than 600 journals, increasing the access

provision by 6-time.
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UGC-INFONET

(http://web. inflibnet.ac.in/infohigcinfonet/ugcinfonet.j  sp)

Due to scarcity of funds, libraries have been forced to discontinue the

scholarly journals, which have a great impact on the users. In order to provide

the current literature to academia, University Grants Commission (UGC) has

initiated the UGC-INFONET: e-journal consortium. Timely initiative of UGC

is a great boon to academia in the country, which enables them to access large

number of sc journals from reputed publishers, aggregators and society

publications. Under the consortium, about 7000 full text scholarly electronic

journals from 24 publishers across the globe can be accessed. The consortium

provides current as well as archival access to core and peer-reviewed journals

in different disciplines. The whole programme has been implemented in

different phases. So far 176 Universities out of 512 Indian Universities, which

come under the purview of UGC, have been provided with access to these

journals and it will gradually be extended to affiliated colleges as well. It covers

almost all areas of learning like Arts, Humanities, Social Sciences, Physical

and Chemical Sciences, Life Sciences, Computer Sciences, Mathematics and

Statistics etc. and other subject areas are to be added in near future. The

programme is wholly funded by the UGC and monitored by Information Library

Network (INFLIBNET).

Issues related to consortium

Various factors have to be taken for an effective functioning of a successful

consortium. The major issues of consortia are:

 Selecting the coordinating agency/publishers to deal on behalf of the

entire group of participants and executing and monitoring the work.

 Sources of funding to meet the subscription cost Identifying and

negotiating the potential publishers / vendors or aggregators to provide
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access under consortia purchase.

 Source of funding to meet the subscription cost

 Legal issues involved in contracts and usage of material within the

consortia.

 Identification of libraries interested in participating and agreeing on

common terms and conditions.

 Identifying the necessary infrastructure for electronic access to

resources

 Issues related to backup and archival of database

 Documentation and training to staff.

 Last but not least, designing and launching a library consortium should

be long run substance and robust models towards achieving the above

goals.

Importance of consortium in the information society

Access to resources is now considered more important than the

collection building. The consortium facilities, libraries to get the benefit of

wider access to electronic resources at affordable cost and at the best terms of

licenses. A consortium, with the collective strength of resources of various

institutions available to it, is in a better position to resolve the problems of

managing, organizing and archiving the electronic resources (Bedi & Sharma,

2008).

The occurrence of information revolution has posed several problems

and this has far reaching implications in the society. The nation or society

which possesses more information will lead the world. This is also true in case

of individuals. The persons have more information will guide a group or society

and they will be superior to others. This power of information has induced the
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nations and individuals to acquire and control more and more quantities of

information. But in this race, the poor nations, societies, institutions or

individuals will be back as compared to the others.  This has created a big gulf

in the availability and use of information. The library consortia can be an

ideal solution in this context. Perhaps the most important advantages of library

consortia would be their enhanced ability to serve the society by giving better

library services. The advantages of library consortia may be summarized as

following:

1. Avoid duplication: To leverage resources by sharing existing resources

or collection though virtual union catalogue and sharing of Collections

and collaborating on collection development; each library is able to

contribute unique titles to the consortium.

2. Storage: Electronic resources including the creation of digital collections-

sharing among  consortium members need not be just in terms of licensing

products- it can also include  sharing in the creation of digital collections.

Storage of resources – Space is an issue for many libraries.

Sharing the archiving of resources

 Sharing staff expertise- a consortium provides opportunities for staff

members to develop new skills and interact with a university of people

who would not have had the opportunity to meet.

 Sharing risk- by sharing risk, members of a consortium can undertake

projects that are larger than one institution can safely take on its own.

This form of cooperation enables the consortia libraries to borrow books,

periodicals, articles, and scientific journals, which are not available locally.

Electronic access enables the user initiate their own search of remote catalogues

and make requests for information.
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 Sharing catalogues—to enable user’s greater access to larger collection

CD-ROM union catalogue that provides access to books, videos and

recording for each institution.

 Union List of Serials that provides access to the journal holdings of all

member libraries.

 To reduce the cost of library operations by obtaining a group purchased

price for information product.

 To bring pressure on, providers especially publishers to reduce the rate of

rise in the cost of purchasing information.

Thus, library consortium are commonly formed to negotiate joint

purchases and to share resources.

Barriers to Consortium in India

Consortia have its characteristic benefits but those benefits can be

maximized, while minimizing the negative aspects. (Helmer, 1999) express

that the benefits of the consortia can threaten by several issues, results the

failure of consortia. Sometime it has been found that the consortia initiatives

could not materialized, especially in India, reasons may be the following:

(a) Lack of awareness and understanding: Even today University

librarians are not fully understand the concept of consortia based

subscription to electronic resources and are not very keen to go whole-

heartedly for formation of consortia of libraries. Sometimes they do not

have good understanding about consortia benefits.

(b) Speed of decision making: The speed of decision making of

individual libraries can slow down.  Though it depends how centralized

or decentralized the consortium is.

(c) Budget and funding: These are always difficult issues. Belonging to
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consortium means that part of library budget will be transferred and

the issue of loss of control rises again. Lack of initial funds of university

libraries may be a barrier to starting university library consortium.

(d) Lack of decision making and control: There is a fear that if a

library joins a consortium, local decision making, autonomy, and control

will be adversely affected.

(e) Technological compatibility and security: The compatibility of

the members computing system is critical if a consortium is to achieve

the maximum benefit from technology. Different university library uses

different library software and library tools, so it becomes difficult for

the university librarian to acquaint with different systems. Security is

also another technical issue.

(f) Fear from local identity: Most of the university libraries don’t want

to feel like they are losing their individual identity. They think, if they

enter into a consortium they may loss their local identity.

(g) Type of agreements:  Agreements between member libraries can

have major impacts on the consortium’s effectiveness. It has been found

that some libraries did not join in the consortia simply because of the

agreement that was not of their choosing.

(h) Egos and attitudes:  Egos and attitudes of individuals or

organizations can have a big impact on the success or failure of a

consortium. Indian university librarian always makes different strategy

and operating models.

(i) Consortia as a legal entity:  Consortia of libraries need to have a

legal entity with permission and authority to deal with institutions like

banks and other institution for collecting subscription amount on behalf

of the participating libraries.
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(j) Lack of complete automation:  A consortia without sharing the

resources of the participating libraries is limited to online subscriptions

made available from gateway portal. Many libraries are allowed to jump

into the ban wagon of consortia without considering its automation

status. With the availability of some internet connectivity this will allows

such libraries to access the resources of other member libraries but their

resource remain inaccessible till complete automation is done.

(k) Lack of resource:  The resources of all participating libraries needs

to be balanced to certain extend. Without some form of parity of collection

of each library there is a risk of one library becoming a lending library

while others remain borrowing libraries. A participating library with

very few resources is a loss to the libraries which have lots to offer. This

is major problems in India university libraries as some of the universities

have rich collection and some of have poor collection.

(l) Absence of any culture of interlibrary lending:  No university

libraries in India started interlibrary lending activities among them.

Traditionally, interlibrary loan facilities or any form of co-operation is

functional in the university library in India.

(m) Unavailability of web environment:  Unavailability of web

environment among the university libraries is one of the major problems

for accessing in the university library consortium. Internet connectivity

is still in primitive stages which make online consortia almost unfeasible.

(n) Lack of leadership:  Excellent library leadership will begin with the

notion of enabling everyone who works in the library to grow in

knowledge, ability, and commitment as the primary task. University

libraries have lack of creative leader and skilled management body for

removing all the barriers for introducing university libraries in India.
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India University Library Consortium and a road map

India like many other countries in the developing world is undergoing

a phase of fast development in higher education. University Grants Commission

(UGC) is facing an uphill fight to keep up the existing libraries. Private

universities are also facing the same battle. However, the silver lining is that

more than ten public and private university libraries are now almost in sound

phases in collection development and modern facilities.

These University Libraries began to operation for consortium,

subsequently rest of the university libraries will be added in second and third

phases. There can be no better time to launch a federated university library

consortium. A national university library consortium initiative will ensure

the following strategies benefit immediately (Khan, 2006).

(a)    Access to latest scientific publication has reached almost none in

public universities. Universities have dwindling access to books, journals

and periodicals. This is having crippling effect on the future of national

science and technology readiness. A university library consortium model

offers only realistic possibility to reverse the situation. It will not only

restore this access to a respectable size and quality, but also make it

comparable to that at developed world.

(b)   Vast amount of electronic books, courseware, and multi-media

content are already available open access. A university library consortium

with ICT facilities can make them instantly accessible to the students,

faculty and researchers of India.

(c)    For India almost none of the institutions individually are found to

be capable of subscribing important periodical collections such as IEEE,

ACM or even the supposedly low cost new mode scholarly.

(d)   Some publishers are very large as organizations. Federation provides
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better negotiating positions to keep the cost under control. Increasingly

the publishers are bundling journals as Big Deal. Individual institutions

may not find all titles in a bundle useful but a large federation with

more research diversity will benefit more from Big Deal.

(e)     Even free access collections have restrictions such as Creative

Comments licensing. Due to the complexity of intellectual property laws

and their variations across nations many of these collections are reluctant

to enter into access contracts with small entitles. It is easier to work out

access contracts if the universities approach as a federation.

(f)    The automation of the libraries will help in improving other library

services including better collection management, accounting and reduce

floor-space usage. Demand and usage can be tracked more accurately

with new tools.

(g)   Information property is fast becoming a major commodity in the

21century. Developing countries may loose squarely rights on its

intellectual resources due to digital divide. Locally originated content

and intellectual properties may have to be bought back.

University Library Consortium in India, like other countries, is expected

to be capital saving and pay-off in few years. The members may want to pool

together a part of their current library resources. It is expected that the saving

from journal budget alone will pay for the best part of the cost.  However,

international assistance funding is also expected to be available provided the

libraries can internally organize themselves.

A Road Map

Initiating and initiative

(a) UGC can start by convening a conference inviting all the public and
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private university library management.

(b) Invite participants from the three communities (i) professional

librarians (ii) interested faculty researchers from library and information

sciences, computer science and engineering and related fields, and (iii)

chief operating officers. From a steering committee to decide the mission,

membership, planning and budgeting.

(c) The next step will be to discuss the concept and collect letter of interest

and initial commitment from interested organization. With the concept

and a unified platform of the university library of India under UGC

leadership seek national and international funding. The new consortia

may seek technical cooperation by partnering with some established

consortia.

Organizing consortium

(a) Establish key technical committees in areas including (i) software

development (ii) standardization and interlibrary cooperation (iii)

collective resource procurement (iv) publishing and hosting support

services (v) user services and training to lead in respective technical

areas.

(b) Initiate signing a memorandum of understanding by university

library members. There should be some commitment such as

subscription, library facilitation to make their libraries consortium

based.

Functions and services

(a) Being immediately: Roll out the first version of the University Library

Consortium, UGC and the members should establish an initial budget

and may roll out very basic consortium systems.
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(b) Expand access: Join large international, multi-national, regional and

trans-continental consortium federations to further obtain leverage in

gaining access to content.

(c) Expand services: University Library has to create an editorial process

management, publishing, hosting and permanent archiving facility to

the journals and proceeding published by the faculty and researchers of

the universities in India.

(d) Move for unified cataloguing, classification, digitization and sharing

local content. Establish Interlibrary Loan Programme to complement

the interlibrary catalogue sharing.

Technical issues for the University Library Consortium in India

The technical challenges of ULCI are another factor for the countries.

It would require technical experts in information and library sciences and

experts in user areas. It also requires permanent professional librarians and

ICT engineers in central and member library sites. Training will be very

important due to rapidly changing nature of the technology. Provision has to

be built into the budget of the proposal.

(a)    Library automation: At present different university library uses

several library software’s for running library operations. CDS/ISIS,

LIBSYS etc. is some of the examples of university library software in

India. There are several free open source library software developed by

UNESCO and other organizations. India specialists have to consider for

federated access management, multi-lingual document management and

other involving issues. Thus India will gain strategic advantage by

grooming local developer team.

(b)    Digitization and Master catalogue: The driving force behind

most university library consortium was to pool together the materials
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owned by their members. However, now the remote digitized materials

are the gem attractions of library consortium. University libraries of

India may be encouraged to make union catalogue and make digitization

with priority given to the collections and unique value.

(c)    Standardization: The University Library Consortium in India

(ULCI) cataloguing system will require many interoperability standards.

A technical committee within the initiative should familiarize themselves

with the ongoing issues with related international standards such as

Dublin Core, IEEE, Open Archive Initiative, AACR2, MARC, ISBD, OWL,

etc, and advice the initiative as needed.

(d)   Indigenous collection: It will be a timely idea also to

simultaneously initiate a digital publication services for scholarly

publications of the local origins. There is currently no local digital archival

and circulation system though there are quite a few journals and regular

conferences within the country. An offer to host local academic journals

and proceedings by ULCI is expected to be highly appreciated. Such

initiative will offer greater global visibility to local scholars and

researchers and to their research problems and would provide important

advantages to retain the intellectual property rights of the local scholars.

1. Development of information infrastructure

Identification & evaluation of existing infrastructure within the university

library Assessment of extra requirements of the participating libraries

 Installation of hardware and software

 Establishment of the network

 Establishment of human resources

 System analysis and design
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 Creation of databases

 Data conversion, customization, routine maintenance, promotional

activities, etc.

2. Formation of the consortia

 Caption & call for “sharing resources, sharing risk, sharing success”

 Identification and evaluation of  infrastructure requirements

 Identification and evaluation for electronic resources subscription,

digitization, tools and so on.

 Establishment of integrated model to enable single web based interface,

online access.

 Cost effectiveness, copyright issues, right management, services and

benefits to be offered.

 Training and workshop, quality improvement, etc.

Major recommendations

Consortium initiatives have essential and are being recommended to consider

the following activities with an immediate effect.

I) There is need to evaluate the existing network infrastructure available

in the university libraries in India and to identify the gaps that exists

therein, for providing adequate number of internet enabled PC’s and

a secure internet connectivity with higher bandwidth among the

consortium library.

II) There is need to evaluate strengths and weakness of the existing

information resources, systems and services available in the university

libraries , for providing much required impetus  in order to formation

of the consortia.
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III) There is need to identify the maximum electronic resources options

available for accessing in a consortia mode, desire for the university

libraries, and to identify the possibilities of electronic content creation

in a co-operative manner among the university libraries.

IV) There is a need to induct and motivate the library peoples that the

technology driven co-operative arrangements of electronic resources

could accomplish the library services far more than they can

individually. It is also necessary to organize the training for existing

library personnel in turn with the new environment and regular

flashing of messages, like sharing resources means sharing success.

V) It is also recommended that the active consideration of the ULCI could

bring a reasonable solution before the crisis threatens to the university

libraries of India, in the age of 21 century. It is also recommended for

the formation of an apex body that would functions as central node for

coordinating activities of the consortium.

VI) It is important to recommend that the budgetary requirements for

major technical up-gradations and consortia based activities may be

provided to each university libraries from the external funds, as

advocated by the consortium focal point.

Conclusion

The possibilities of information communication technologies, digital

information, electronic document delivery, library consortia, and web based

resources, etc. has helped to provide better services to the users. But wide

inequality in the availability and use of academic information still prevails

among different universities in India. This justifies the establishment of

University Library Consortium which automatically will bring economy,

efficiency and equality in information availability and use. India being a
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developing country should form a body among the university libraries to catch

the new opportunity to make proper university library consortium in the

present time. The ULCI initiave is expected to trigger remarkable development

of the university libraries in India. Proposed consortium would bring a special

attention to its members for its systematic approach and will ensure a

sustainable growth of the university libraries.
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Introduction:

Investing in various types of assets is an interesting activity that

attracts people from all walks of life irrespective of their occupation,

economic status, education and family background.  The investor who has

extra cash can invest it in securities or other assets such as Gold or Real

Estate or could simply deposit it in his bank account.

Investment is the employment of funds on assets with the aim of

earning income or capital appreciation.  Investment has two attributes

namely time and risk. During investment the present consumption is

sacrificed to get a future return.  The sacrifice that has to be borne is

certain but the return in the future may be uncertain.  This attribute of

investment indicates the risk involved.

The main objectives of investment are increasing the rate of return

and reducing the risk.  Other objectives like safety, liquidity and hedge

against inflation can be considered as subsidiary objectives.

MIDDLE CLASS or MIDDLE INCOME:

The Middle Class, in colloquial usage, consists of those people who

have a degree of economic independence, but not a great deal of social

influence or power.  The term often encompasses merchants and

professionals, bureaucrats, some farmers and skilled workers.
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There are many factors that can define the middle class of a society,

such as money, behavior and heredity. However, it is predominantly money

that determines an individual’s position in the social hierarchy. Many take

the term middle class to refer by definition to the only-moderately wealthy.

So, the middle class refers to people neither at the top nor at the bottom of

an economic hierarchy.

The Middle Income people in India are about 250 million which

constitute about 48 percent of its total population. Visakhapatnam is the

third largest economy in the state, Economic indicators are promising.

Visakhapatnam has a large market and growing middle class with

substantial purchasing power. The burgeoning and yet untapped middle

and upper middle class market, is the reason for Visakhapatnam being

considered as an attractive, high growth market, and more so the market

penetration levels in Visakhapatnam are high.

When we say middle income people, we mean people who think

really about their wants rather than luxuries. They always think of their

future and hence they tend to invest. As the avenues are more in number

and increasing, it is important to know the various investment preferences

and patterns of the middle income investors of Visakhapatnam.

Hence, the study “Investment practices of middle income people in

Visakhapatnam” was taken up.

Objectives:

  The present study is based on the following two major objectives:

 To know the awareness of investment avenues and preference among

the Middle Class people.
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  To study the investment practices of Middle Class and analyze the

reasons behind particular investment practices.

 To evaluate the relationship between the investment preferences

and the biographic factors of the respondents.

Research methodology:-

The study is based on both primary and secondary data. The primary

data was obtained through direct interaction with the sample respondents

through a structured questionnaire. The secondary data was obtained from

published sources on the topic of study.

A sample of 1000 respondents has been taken through random

sampling. The respondents with a family income between ¹  6,000 and ¹

30,000 were taken for the study as the Andhra Pradesh government defined

middle income people as those with an income of ¹  6,000 to ¹  30,000 per

month for the purpose of implementing the Rajiv Swagruha Scheme for

the middle class people of the state.

The collected data was analysed and interpreted to draw necessary

conclusions using Chi Square Test and Weighted Score.

AWARENESS OF INVESTMENT AVENUES

Regarding the awareness levels of respondents with respect to the

investment avenues it is noticed that almost all of them were aware of

Bank Deposits, Post Office, Chits, Insurance, Gold, Real Estate and

Provident Fund. However, only 4% of them were aware of mutual funds,

3% each were aware of share market and government bonds. The details

are presented in Figure No1.
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PREFERENCE OF INVESTMENT AVENUES

In order to fulfill the objective of assessing the preference of

investment avenues among the sample respondents they were asked to

rank the investment avenues as per their preference. The data so collected

and is presented in Table No.1. Further weighted score was calculated for

the preferences and presented in Table No.2 to obtain the ranking of the

investment avenues as per the respondents’ opinion.
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The interpretation reveals that Bank Deposits, with highest total

score stand first followed by Chits and Insurance in the second and third

places. Next to these are Post Office savings, Real Estate, Provident Fund,

Gold, Mutual funds, Equity shares and Government bonds in the order

mentioned. This shows that the preference for Mutual funds, Equity shares

and Government bonds is very low.

IMPACT OF INCOME, EDUCATION AND OCCUPATION ON

PREFERENCE OF INVESTMENT AVENUES:-

The investing priorities of people are affected by many factors; some

of them are income, education and occupation.

The monthly income is the only source of money which is used for

buying and meeting the daily requirements such as food, rent, clothing,

etc. and which also decides the amount of disposable income which can be

used for investment. People with good disposable income may prefer a

diversified portfolio than the others.

Education improves knowledge and increases awareness over several

factors that are present in the society or in an economy. Higher education

may have an effect on the awareness and choice of investment avenues.
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Occupation is that which occupies or engages the time and attention

of people and in return yields the sources of income. Occupation usually

decides the fluctuating/stable cash flows of an individual and his/her social

network which may also influence their investments.

To know whether the choice of investment avenues depend on

education, occupation and income of the respondents, an attempt was made

to test the dependency with Chi-Square Test. The following 3 hypotheses

were laid down for the purpose.

H01: Monthly income and preference of investment avenues are

independent.

H02: Educational qualifications and preference of investment avenues are

independent.

H03: Occupation and preference of investment avenues are independent.

Conclusion:

From the result of Chi-Square test (÷2) for the three hypotheses, it

is found that the ÷2 calculated value is greater than the ÷2 table value at

5% LOS  therefore the  null hypotheses are rejected and alternative

hypotheses are accepted which shows that they are dependent and not

independent. Hence the Monthly Income and preference of investment

avenues are dependent, Educational Qualifications and preference of
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investment avenues are dependent and Occupation and preference of

investment avenues are also dependent.

INTERPRETATION: -

 It is evident from the test that the monthly income of the respondents

is influencing the preference of investment avenues. On further analysis

it is noticed that the respondents whose monthly income is ¹ 6000 to ¹

15000 are mostly preferring traditional investments such as Bank

deposits, Insurance, chits, Post office, Provident fund, Gold and Real

estate  where as respondents with monthly income of ¹  15000 and

above are preferring both traditional and non-traditional investment

avenues.

 It is proved from the test that the educational qualification of the

respondents and preference of investment avenues are dependent. The

under graduates were investing in traditional investment avenues,

where as graduates and above were investing both in traditional and

also in non- traditional investment avenues. A further analysis reveals

that the respondents with 10th and below 10th qualification have

preferred to invest in Bank Deposits, Post Office, Chits, Gold and

Insurance. People with intermediate qualification, along with the above

avenues preferred Provident Funds. The Degree and above qualified

respondents were investing in almost all the avenues though they were

only a few who preferred Government Bonds, Share Market and Mutual

Funds.

  Coming to the occupation and preference of investment avenues, it is

found that salaried people have invested part of their income in

provident fund because it is mandatory, tax saving, and risk free. It is

observed that differed investment opportunities were preferred by all
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occupations probably due to their differed income. Retired people were

found to have invested huge amount in Real Estate with their terminal

benefits. Professionals have invested in Insurance looking for security.

Finally, other category respondents such as agents and agriculturists

have mostly invested Bank Deposits and Chits.

PEOPLE INFLUENCING INVESTMENT DECISIONS

Investment is an important part of an individual’s life. Middle class

people willing to save/invest, do so by cutting short of their expenditure

avoiding some sort of entertainment/refreshment in their lives. So, they

do give higher importance to their saving which also forms a part of their

hard earned money. This money may be invested after self realization,

spouse may encourage for savings, family members may initiate and people

around like friends, colleagues may also influence and finally the

consultants may also play a vital role in motivating people for investment.
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From the above pie chart it is noticed  that 39% of the respondents

were self decision makers, 18% were influenced by friends, 17% influenced

by spouse, 13% influenced by licensed agents, and very few were influenced

by family members. A minimum of 6% were influenced by colleagues. It

can thus be concluded that investment decisions are superseded more by

self-reliance rather than being influenced by others.

OBJECTIVES OF INVESTMENT OF RESPONDENTS

When we say middle class people, we mean people who think really

about their needs rather than luxuries. They always think of their future.

Many people think about their child’s future education which is expensive

now-a-days. The second important thing is child’s marriage which is more

important in case of a girl child. As the inflation is going high and the

world is becoming competitive one’s own survival is a question today and

if one gets retired, life becomes horrible as the income would become half.

So, retirement plans are also gaining importance. Some people plan for

their dream house which is a necessity because of growing demand for

very limited resource, i.e. land. These are the priorities for which people

sacrifice minor luxuries to satisfy their needs in future and invest.
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The above pie chart reveals that for majority of respondents’ the objective

of investment is to own property and children’s education (27% and 23%

respectively). 22% of them wanted to save for their child’s marriage, 21%

of respondents’ for retirement and very few that is 4% and 3% of them

invested for tax planning and holiday trips respectively.

As the study is based on middle income people and almost all of

them are not covered under tax bracket, the objective of Tax planning is

found to be less. Similarly, saving for holiday trips was also rare in the

middle income range and maximum importance was given to own property,

children education and marriage and retirement plans.

FACTOR KEEN ABOUT WHILE INVESTING:

When an individual makes an investment for future gain he/she

looks into several factors that go along with investment. The important

factors in general are the amount of security available to the investment,

the percentage of returns, the liquidity factor, capital appreciation, etc.

Investors part with their money only if they are confident that the

investment is safe enough to get at least their principal amount, if not

returns thereon.  On the other hand, some expect a good margin on their

investment which is the harvest of their investment.  So, returns are the

ripe fruits of an investment plant.  Liquidity of their investment may also

be important as the investment can be realized readily in case of unforeseen

situations, as the present is important than the future and life is costlier

than investment. Capital appreciation may be mostly needed by those who

need surplus for their future obligations.

As an attempt to know what factors have been considered important

by the respondents while investing, they were asked as to what prime factors

were they keen about while making an investment. The results are analyzed

in the pie chart below.
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The analysis reveals that majority (52%) of the respondents were keen

about security, 26% were keen about getting good returns, 12.% were

interested in liquidity, few (8%) invested for capital appreciation and a

minimum of 2% were keen about other reasons such as tax saving, charity,

donations, etc,.

It can thus be concluded that many of the middle income people

invest if the investment avenue provides security for their money followed

by good returns and liquidity.

IMPACT OF INCOME, EDUCATION AND OCCUPATION ON

FACTOR KEEN ABOUT WHILE INVESTING:-

An in-depth analysis was conducted to find out the relationship

between the factor keen about while investing and the Income, Education

and Occupation of the respondents. To test the impact of these factors a

Chi Square test was conducted on the following hypotheses.

H04: Monthly Income and factor keen about while investing are independent.

H05: Educational Qualifications and factor keen about while investing are

independent.

H06: Occupation and factor keen about while investing are independent.
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Conclusion:

From the result of Chi-Square test (÷2) for the three hypotheses, it

is found that the ÷2 calculated value is greater than the ÷2 table value at

5% LOS therefore the  null hypotheses are rejected and alternative

hypotheses are accepted showing that they are dependent and are not

independent, The Monthly Income and factors keen about while investing

are dependent, Educational Qualifications and factors keen about while

investing are dependent and Occupation and factors keen about while

investing are also dependent.

INTERPRETATION: -

We have extended our study to know how the factor investors were

keen about while investing varied with income, education and occupation.



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF MULTIDISCIPLINARY EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH
ISSN : 2277-7881; IMPACT FACTOR - 2.735
VOLUME 2, ISSUE 11(2), OCTOBER 2013

235

The above bar chart depicts that the factor keen about while

investing varied with the level of income of the respondents. As the monthly

incomes increased from ¹ 6000 to ¹ 30000, the preference for security of

investment decreased and preference for good returns increased. The

liquidity factor is noticed to be keen for the respondents in the income

range of ¹  20000 to ¹ 25000.

Regarding dependency between the educational qualification and

factors keen about while investing, it is noticed that as we move from

lower qualification to higher qualification  the preference for security, good

returns increased and preference for capital appreciation decreased. The

preference for liquidity is low and almost same among all the qualification

ranges.

A further in depth analysis revealed that the respondents with 10th

and below 10th qualification have given first preference to security followed

by good returns, capital appreciation and liquidity. People with intermediate

qualification and graduates have given first preference to security followed

by good returns, capital appreciation and liquidity. The PG qualified was

mostly keen about good returns followed by security and capital

appreciation. They gave least preference for liquidity.
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The factors keen about while investing also varied with occupation

of investors. It is found that retired people and others category respondents

(agriculturists, agents, money lenders, and mediators) had the same opinion

regarding the factor keen about while investing which is security of their

investment. The salaried people have given almost equal preference for

security and good returns. Business people have given high preference for

capital appreciation and professionals primarily preferred good returns

followed by security. Low preference was given for liquidity and capital

appreciation.

Conclusion:-

Visakhapatnam has a large market and growing middle class with

substantial purchasing power. The investors were almost aware of all the

investment avenues and majority was self-reliant at the time of selecting

an investment avenue. Their main objective behind their investment was

to own property, children education and marriage and retirement plans.

Majority of the sample respondents who fell in the income range of

less than ¹  15000 were mostly keen about security and good returns at the
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time of investment and preferred Bank deposits, Insurance, Chits, Post

office, Provident fund, Gold and Real estate, where as respondents with

monthly income of 15000 – 30000 preferred to take risk for good returns

and preferred to invest in Mutual funds and Share market. The graduates

and under graduates were mostly keen about security of their investment

and good returns and preferred to invest in all the non-risky investments

whereas the post graduates were interested in investing in the risky

investments also. The salaried people have fixed inflows of income and

chose to invest with security and good returns and that too in differed

investment avenues. The retired people were keen about security of their

investment and preferred to invest huge amount in real estate.

It is found that the instruments of capital market such as equity

shares, debentures and mutual funds have not made their presence to all

households of the city. Investment institutions and intermediary agencies

dealing with these financial instruments may take up the responsibility of

spreading awareness. Establishment of the grievance cells may also

encourage more investment and possibly help investors to express their

problems.

A person belonging to middle class has multiple choices to opt for

any of the schemes according to his needs and preferences. However, no

wise investor should keep all eggs in one basket and bear the risk of either

eating a huge omelet or none at all. Every investor, keeping this in mind,

ought to go in for a diversified field of investment to take care of his various

needs.

If one is interested in the safety of funds with a regular and steady

return, the various Fixed Income Investments and Regular Income Schemes

of Mutual Funds seem a sound proposition. On the other hand, the

adventurous and daring spirit of an investor can be quenched through



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF MULTIDISCIPLINARY EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH
ISSN : 2277-7881; IMPACT FACTOR - 2.735
VOLUME 2, ISSUE 11(2), OCTOBER 2013

238

investment in equities. But an armour can be provided to combat the various

highs and lows in equities through the investment in mutual funds. If one

is afraid of the sharp axe of income tax, he can easily take refuge in the

various Tax Sheltered Savings Schemes.
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The Global Economic Crisis that erupted in USA on 9th August

2007 has compelled the G8 and G20 Nations to have summit meetings

four times so far, which have ended with lurking doubts and without any

convincing clues or capitalistic remedy. World Economy has witnessed over

40 economic meltdowns, panics, recessions or depressions since 1797. From

1970s alone, four major economic meltdown and global financial failures

have taken place. These recessions wipe out the years of economic gains

and prosperity almost instantly. The measures required to curb the effects

of such financial crisis like: stimulus packages etc go against the grains of

capitalism and free market principles. This crisis is more remarkable

because it originated in the most sophisticated financial centers of the

world, Wall Street and the City of London, rather than in emerging markets

or developing countries, whereby, their underdeveloped financial markets,

regulation and supervision cannot be made out to be the scapegoat.

To prevent re-occurrence of such recessions or at least to reduce

their severity and provide for quick recovery is the biggest challenge thrown

at economists of today or else the entire Structure of Economic studies

could risk getting discredited as a “Dismal Science”. With economic bubbles

bursting without giving any clue to the economists, the credibility of

Economics as a subject of social science also bursts, discrediting the

discipline as a whole. This systemic crisis has shaken confidence in the

key rules and institutions expected to sustain financial stability; it has

shattered the faith of many in the applicability to the financial sector of
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fee market logic and self-regulation. But, before Economics as a science is

put onto cross-examination stand, the basic causes of Recession must be

examined first.

CAUSES OF FINANCIAL CRISIS

The precise causes of recession are the subject of fierce debate among

academics and policy makers, although most would agree that the common

denominator of all recessions are Rooted in nasty greed and excessive

speculation. Factors at the epicenter of all the recessions, including that of

the depression of 1929 have been:

1. The “Bubble” in real estate, assets or in stocks

2. And subsequent to such bubble bust, the “systemic failure of

banking”

A cursory skimming of literature on recessions and financial cycles

reveals that the bubble in real estate or in stocks in Japan in the 1980s

was the mother of all asset price bubbles. There were bubbles in real estate

and stocks in Thailand, Indonesia, Malaysia, and their neighboring

countries in the first half of the 1990s. a closer analysis of Great depression

of 1929 by various economists leads to similar conclusion.

CAUSES OF ECONOMIC CRISIS OF 2007

Gjerstad 2009, explains subprime crisis: the price decline started

in 2006. Then policies designed to promote the American dream instead

produced a nightmare. Trillions of dollars of mortgages, written to buyers

with slender equity, started a wave of delinquencies and defaults. Borrowers’

losses were limited to their small down payments; hence, the lion’s share

of the losses was transmitted into the financial system and it collapsed.
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Similarities in causes responsible for present economic crisis of 2007 is so

striking as pointed out by Buiter, 2008.

1. Following the collapse of the tech bubble in late 200, monetary

policy in US and, to a lesser extent also in the Euro Area, was too

expansionary for too long starting around 2003, flooding the world

with excess liquidity. For reasons not yet well understood, this excess

liquidity went primarily into credit growth and asset price booms

and bubbles, rather than into consumer price inflation.

2. The unsustainable current account deficit of the US was made to

appear sustainable through the willingness of China and many other

emerging markets to accumulate large stocks of US dollar both as

official foreign exchange reserves, it helps to be the issuer of the

dominant global reserve currency. A fair number of countries that

continued to peg to the US dollar (or to shadow the US dollar)

experienced excessive domestic liquidity and credit creation,

contributing to asset booms of bubbles.

3. Formation of asset bubble in the form of sub-prime housing

mortgages that were further securitized sold and resold through

shadow banking instruments like debt swap etc. which first

manifested itself as regulatory and supervisory failure in the US

home loan market, especially in its sub-prime segments.

4. While the Finance has become Global its regulation it still a National

issue, allowing financial innovation based on myths that are away

from the gauge of regulators.

TOO MUCH FINANCIAL INNOVATION

While there is no denying the fact that the root cause of all recessions

has been human greed and excessive speculation on stock exchanges, yet
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this greed has always found a camouflage in some sort in financial or

economic innovation. One example from present crisis could be said to be

the brain child Eugene Fama, or the University of Chicago, who postulated:

that the price of financial asset reflects available information that is relevant

to its value. Another example that house prices will never go down. To

spot the consequences of such misplaced beliefs or myths was made difficult,

until it was too late.

From such camouflaged ideas, powerful conclusions were drawn,

not least on Wall Street also followed that bubbles could not form or, at

any rate, could not last: some wise investor would spot them and pop them.

Such hidden, less analyzed and over used financial innovation become the

names for Economic depressions. If prices reflect all information, then

there is no gain from going to the trouble of gathering it, so no one will. As

Krugman 2007, says the bottom line is that policy makers left the financial

industry free to innovate and what it did was to innovate itself, and the

rest of us, into a big, nasty mess.

The damage caused by financial sector excesses is way out of

proportion to whatever gains from financial innovation may have accrued

to the wider economy in the last couple of decades (Willem H. Buiter, 2008).

Thus every economic crisis is preceded by flotation of a theory on which

the instruments of greed are erected to sail through the willing sea waves

of Wall Street, with tacit support of its select group of beneficiary who

may be the shadow bankers, Politicians or bureaucrats, that created the

$62 trillion market for credit-default swaps outside their balance sheets,

but the economists are targeted to get the blame.

ECONOMICS BLAMED TO BE A DISMAL SCIENCE

The Economist, 2009C & 2009D, has vividly described how the

usefulness of Macroeconomics is openly questioned by leading economists
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since the financial crisis. These internal critics argue that economists missed

the origins of the crisis: failed to appreciate its worst symptoms; and cannot

now agree about the cure. In other words, economists misread the economy

on the way up, misread it on the way down and now mistake the right way

out. To the uninitiated, economics has always been a dismal science. But

all these attacks come from within the guild: from Brad DeLong of the

University of California, Berkeley; Paul Krugman of Princeton and the

New York Times; and Willem Buiter of the London School of Economics

(LSE), respectively.

Pual Krugman, winner of the Nobel Prize in economics in 2008,

argued that much of the past 30 years of macroeconomics was “spectacularly

useless at best, and positively harmful at worst”. And at other place he

says: the past 30 years of macroeconomics training at American and British

universities were a “costly waste of time”. Barry Eichengreen, a prominent

American economic historian, says the crisis has “cast into doubt much of

what we thought we knew about economics. “There are three main

critiques: that macro and financial economists helped cause the crisis, that

they failed to spot it, and that they have no idea how to fix it.

BRITISH ECONOMISTS SEND APOLOGY TO THE QUEEN

The British Queen (when she visited the LSE to open its  71million

New Academic Building in November 2008) said of the financial situation

that caused the crisis: “Why did nobody notice it?” Prof. Luis Garicano,

director of research at the London School of Economics’ replied: “At every

stage, someone was relying on somebody else and everyone thought they

were doing the right thing. “The Queen described it as “awful”.

The Observer newspaper (27/11/09) reported that a letter has been

sent to the Queen after she demanded, to know why nobody had anticipated
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the credit crunch. This letter says that “Financial wizards” who believed

that their plans to manage risky debts and protect the financial system

were infallible were guilty of “wishful thinking combined with hubris.” In

summary, your majesty, “the failure to foresee the timing, extent and

severity of the crisis and to head it off, while it had many causes, was

principally a failure of the collective imagination of many bright people,

both in this country and internationally, to understand the risks to the

system as a whole. “The contents were discussed during a seminar with a

group of leading economists in June, including Nick MacPherson, a

permanent secretary at Britain’s Treasury, and Goldman Sachs chief

economist Jim O’Neill and the signatories to this three-page letter included

Tim Besley, a member of the Bank of England’s monetary policy committee

and historian Peter Hennessy.

FINANCE : MASTER OF SERVANT?

Buiter, 2008 points, it started as a crisis in the financial system,

became a crisis of the financial system and has now reached the point at

which most of the western cross-border financial system of the past 30

years has effectively been destroyed and the remnants socialized or put in

a state of subsidized limbo. It is correct but unhelpful to characterize the

crisis as the result of greed and excess or as a crisis of capitalism. Greed

has always been with us and always will be. Greed can be constrained and

need not lead to excess. Excess is just another word for greed combined

with wrong incentives and defective regulation and supervision.

The shadow banking system was as important to the economy as

the ordinary kind, but was far more vulnerable. Its collapse was the modern

re-run of the bank failures of the 1930s, said Krugman 2007. Hence it is

seen that finance becomes the master of the real economy rather than its

servant which results in the economic crisis.



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF MULTIDISCIPLINARY EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH
ISSN : 2277-7881; IMPACT FACTOR - 2.735
VOLUME 2, ISSUE 11(2), OCTOBER 2013

246

Finance is a veil, obscuring what really matters and when Finance

becomes master the facts go blur. “Bags of wheat are more important than

stacks of bonds” as claimed in The Economist 2009D. As a poet once said,

“promises of payment/is neither food nor raiment”. In many macroeconomic

models, therefore, insolvencies cannot occur. Financial intermediaries, like

banks, often don’t exist. Convenience, not conviction, often dictates the

choices economists make while selecting the variables of the market.

TIME TO REVISIT KEYNES

Unlike the recent euphoria about blaming Macroeconomics to be a

dismal science (The Economist 2009 B,C,D) or rejecting the contributions

of John Maynard Keynes this paper fully respects and appreciates the

insight offered by Keynes and the great contributions it has made and

continues to make to international economics. However at the same time,

it proposes to revisit and look beyond Keynes in order to discover solutions

to 21st century economic troubles that can not be fully supplied by concepts

and theories that originated in 1930s, as proven by the crisis after crisis.

While there is not denial that intervention by government can help

ward off slump in economy as witnessed even in present crisis and pointed

out by Brad Delong’s (2008) praise for Bernanke: (as by intervention

Commercial-bank reserves grew from $50 billion at the time of the Lehman

failure to something like $800 billion by the end of the year), as short-term

fix is better than no fix, yet controversies erupt when such interventions

are seen as socialistic approach. Injection of up to $2 trillion of liquidity

has in a way repressed the depression II of 2009. If zero interest rates

cannot get consumers to spend, then governments must spend instead.

That remedy comes from economics so the discipline is not without merit.

The trouble is, “the analysis we’re using is decades old”. It dates back to
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Keynes, one of the few economists whose reputation has been burnished

by the crisis.

COMPULSIVE / SINISTER SOCIALISM WITHIN CAPITALISM

Recessions / Depressions and their rescue measures distort the

fundamentals of capitalism to the extent it gets close to socialism or even

immoral. One observation of situation during 1929 depression narrates: A

feeling that the American economy was profoundly unfair emerged, leading

to intense labor unrest and the specter of communism. Genuine socialism’s

only real chance in the United States came during this crisis. Measures

taken to limit the damage of the current crisis have been designed to

maximize bad incentives for future reckless lending and borrowing by the

institutions affected by them. This was done without the extraction of any

significant quid-pro-quo and without proportional pain for shareholders,

creditors and top managers of the institutions that benefited.

For present financial crisis Brad Delong 2008, vividly brings out

the stimulus (compulsory dole-outs) as immoral but necessary in the broader

interest of the economic recovery, as follows:

1. It’s immoral because people have a right to be treated like adults,

which means that they have a right not to be rescued by the

government from the consequences of their bad judgment, and we

are violating that right.

2. It’s unfair because feckless greedy financiers who caused the

problem ought to lose money and aren’t or aren’t losing enough

money, and because feckless greedy imprudent thriftless borrowers

who caused the problem ought to lose money and aren’t or aren’t

losing enough money.

3. It won’t work at least not in the long run.
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Delong is not alone justifying the short term need for this compulsive

socialism within capitalism as Federal Reserve vice  chair Don Kohn says:

it is bad public policy to hold the jobs of tens of millions hostage in an

attempt to teach a few feckless financiers (or even somewhat more thriftless

borrowers) even a much-deserved lesson.

NEED & OPPORTUNITY TO GO BEYOND KEYNES

Keynes himself is said to have appreciated the classical model’s

elegance and consistency, virtues economists still crave. But that did not

stop him demolishing it. In his scheme, investment was governed by the

animal spirits of entrepreneurs, facing an imponderable future. The thought

experiment of Adam Smith correctly takes into account the extent to which

they are irrational or misguided.

A beginning of sorts may have already been made by behavioral

economists, some inkling of which could be found in Shiller’s (2009) latest

book, “Animal Spirits”. Where the title is taken from John Maynard

Keynes’s description of the quirky psychological forces shaping markets.

It argues that macroeconomics, too, should draw lessons, from psychology:

when the public mood swings from exuberance to anxiety, or even fear, the

effect on asset prices as well as on economic activity outside the financial

sector can be large. The heady share prices that the have caused many

recessions are the result of investors’ “irrational exuberance.” As per Shiller,

2009, Keynes’ followers dumped down his theory of government spending

to make it politically palatable and comprehensible. The neo-Keynesians

deemphasized the centrality of “animal spirits”, “transforming Keynes”

mercurial and often irrational economic man into a rational, self-interested

automaton. In fact by going beyond the cocoon of age old Keynesian

practices we may perhaps end up reviving the true Keynesian legacy.
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1. Keynes himself had gone beyond Adam Smith to offer remedies to

economics issues of 1930s, hence emulation is in order and will not

do away with the wisdom of the ancients.

2. Keynes mentions about “Animal Spirits” in “The General Theory

of Employment, Interest and Money” but does not elaborate on it

(devoting hardly a paragraph to it), the issue needs attention as

macro-economics is not fully explaining the contemporary issues

while behavioral economics is expanding its scope and may read

irrational economic man, better.

3. In the era of rapid development and interconnected financial

markets, Keynesian intervention to fight one recession may be laying

foundations for another (as explained in “causes of economic crisis

2007” here). What is the guarantee that lax fiscal measures and

slew of stimulus packages that may herald a new recovery will not

cause another fall?

4. For how long Economists will keep offering a theory originated in

1930 as elixir to economic crisis of 21st century, falling back on

antiquated Keynesian doctrines is akin the admitting as if nothing

had been learned in the past 73 years.

As Economist 2009B mentions, this is not the first international

banking crisis the world has seen. The previous ones occurred without

credit default swaps, special investment vehicles, or even credit ratings. If

crises keep repeating themselves, it seems reasonable to argue that policy

makers need to carefully consider what they are doing and not just “double

up” by superficially reacting to the specific  features of today’s crisis. While

we cannot hope to prevent crises, we can perhaps make them fewer and

milder by adopting and implementing better regulation in particular, more

macro-prudential regulations.
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Shiller redefines the role of government thus: “The role of the parent

is to create a happy home, which gives the child freedom but also protects

him form his animal spirits. “For economics not to get brands as dismal

science, the economists have to think hard whether they will remain hooked

to wisdom of 1930s or will raise the bar and think beyond Keynes? As

Rosenblum 2009 states: Macroeconomics is now everybody’s business

especially when the banks are playing with people’s money.
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Part -1
“Just as a bird couldn’t fly with its one wing only,

a nation could not march forward if the women are left behind. 
India has a tradition of women playing important role

in the advancement of civilization”

Swami Vivekananda

INTRODCUTION -In Karnataka studies in Empowerment of rural

women has emerged as an imperative topic  of concern these days . The

fiscal empowerment of women is being considered as a parameter  of  a

Nation’s progress hence, the issue of economic empowerment of women is

of vital importance. The Self Help Groups (SHGs) have opened channels

of  self reliance  & economic support for rural women these days . Countless

number of  SHG  members are occupied in  various Micro

Entrepreneurships. They are becoming economically independent  through

these and  are providing employment opportunities to their villagers. This

article deals with empowerment of rural women through dairy

entrepreneurship and the advantages of entrepreneurship among the rural

women. The statement “Economic empowerment of women leads to

development of family and community in totality “  is proved by a collective

Micro Entrepreneurship in Karnataka . Dairy being a rich source of micro

financing is supplementing rural women towards self reliance &  economic

prosperity .
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OBJECTIVES  OF THE STUDY

 To study the extent of rural women empowerment through dairying

 To study the profile of rural women involved in  other income

generating activities

 To study the relationship between empowerment and personal

characteristics of rural

women of Hassan  district

 To identify the constraints in empowerment of rural women. in

this district

 To locate some comprehensive methodologies in their empowerment

DAIRY SECTOR-Dairy sector in India has acquired substantial growth

momentum from 9th Plan onwards as a result of which India  ranks  first

among the world’s milk producing nations, achieving an annual output of

about 127.3  (anticipated) million tonnes of milk during 2011-12 compared

to 121.8 million tonnes in 2010-11.  This represents sustained growth in

the availability of milk and milk products for our growing population1.

Dairying has become an important secondary source of income for millions

of rural families and has assumed the most important role in providing

employment and income generating opportunities particularly for marginal

and women farmers2.  Most of the milk is produced by small, marginal

farmers and landless labourers. About 14.46 million farmers have been

brought under the ambit of 1, 44,168 village level dairy corporative societies

up to March 20113.

Karnataka is one of the leading States in milk production producing

32,00,000 Kg per day. Currently the State ranks second in milk production

in the country. The Co-operative societies model has been very successful
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in the State. The Karnataka Milk Federation (KMF) is the apex body of

the milk co-operative societies. There are 13 district level co-operative union

with 11,036 primary milk co-operative societies. The KMF and the district

union have established dairies, chilling plants and units to produce milk

products such as milk powder, ghee, butter, ice-cream etc. Hassan  is First

union to record the growth of 100% increase in milk procurement. The

Union has been awarded by GOI with “National energy conservation

award” 4 times for implementation of energy conservation programmes 4.

Total rural population  of Hassan was 14,16,996 in 2010-11.Majority

of them are supported through dairying. There are at present 20.35 Lakh

dairy farmers as primary members including 3.5 Lakhs of SC/ST and 6.6

Lakh woman members. Dairy Co-operatives employ more than 32000 people

and 5200 are permanent KMF Units and Unions employees. Indirect

employment through’ veterinary services, milk transportation, milk sales

etc. activities is to the tune of 52000 people 5.

CONCEPT OF EMPOWERMENT

 Extent of rural women empowerment

 Factors affecting empowerment of rural women

 Socio-economic characteristics of rural women

 Benefits derived due to empowerment of rural women

 Constraints experienced by rural women in empowerment

ENTREPRENEURSHIP DEVELOPMENT OF RURAL WOMEN

THROUGH SELF HELP GROUPS

Women comprise half of human resources  & they have been

identified as key agents of sustainable development and women’s equality

is as essential to a more holistic approach towards stabilizing new patterns
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and process of development that are sustainable.6The contribution of

women and their role in the family as well as in the economic development

and social transformation are pivotal7. Women constitute 90 per cent of

total marginal workers of the country. Rural women who are engaged in

agriculture form 78 per cent of all women in regular work. In Karnataka

state also women are  playing a significant role in their own capacity. Rural

women play a vital role in farm and home system. She contributes

substantially in the physical aspect of farming, livestock management, post

harvest and allied activities. Her direct and indirect contribution at the

farm and home level along with livestock management operation has not

only help to save their assets but also led to increase the family income8.

She performs various farm, livestock, post harvest and allied activities

and possesses skills and indigenous knowledge in these areas9. The women

were empowering themselves technically to cope with the changing times

and productively using their free time and existing skills for setting and

sustaining enterprises. They were engaged in starting individual or

collective income generation programme with the help of self-help group10.

This will not only generate income for them but also improve the decision-

making capabilities that led to overall empowerment11.Women were found

to participate more in livestock operations. It might be due to the reasons

that as financial conditions improve, women incline to opt for hired labour,

which in turn reduces their participation. Social participation was found

to be negatively correlated with the extent of participation12. The probable

reason may be due the fact that women involving themselves in other social

obligation do not find enough time to devote to animal rearing and the

vice versa13.The World Bank, in its study on the effect of Co-operative

dairying in Karnataka, has pointed out that
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 The villages with Dairy Co-operative Societies are much better off

than those without.

 The families with dairy cattle are economically better than those

without dairy cattle.

 Women who had no control on the household income have better

control in terms of Milk Money.

 A dairy has acted as a catalyst in the change in the Socio-Economic

impact of the rural economy.

 There is a positive impact on those at the lower end of the economic

ladder both in terms of landholding and caste.

PROGRAMMES FOR  PROMOTION OF ENTERPRENEURSHIP

STEP

Support to Training and Employment Programme (STEP) for

Women was launched by the Ministry of Women & Child Development,

Government of India, as one of the measures to ensure well being of women

in the traditional informal sector in the year 1986 and advocates the

objective of extending training for upgradation of skills and sustainable

employment for women through a variety of action oriented projects which

employ women in large numbers.

The Concept :

The Programme of STEP aims to make a significant impact by upgrading

skills and providing employment to women on a project basis by mobilising

women in viable groups, improving skills, arranging for productive assets,

creating backward and forward linkages, improving /arranging for support

services, providing access to credit and awareness generation programmes

in gender sensitization, nutrition education, legal literacy and sensitization
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of project functionaries.  Thus STEP advocates a package of inputs aiming

at the integrated development of poor women in traditional sectors.  The

ultimate endeavour of the project is to develop the group to thrive on a self

sustaining basis in the market place with the minimal Governmental

support and intervention after the completion of project period.

Objectives:

 To organize exclusive Women Dairy Cooperatives and to take up

employment cum income generation activities.

 To provide need based and extensive training for skill upgradation.

 Mobilizing women in formation of Self Help Groups as a tool for income

generating activity and for easy access to credit.

 Provide support services, backward and forward linkages and improving

employment conditions of women.

 Creating awareness through designed programme.

 Confidence building among women and to generate leadership qualities.

 KMF & STEP Project :

Karnataka Milk Federation (KMF) initiated the STEP Programme

in Karnataka from October 1997. Since then, KMF has organized 800

Women Dairy Cooperative Societies (WDCS) in three Phases and in Phase

IV converted 250 WDCS organized prior to the advent of STEP into STEP

WDCS. In addition to these in the year 2007, the Government of India has

approved two more Phases – Phase V for organizing of 200 new WDCS and

Phase VI for bringing the 200 existing WDCS into the fold of STEP.  Thus

1450 WDCS are sanctioned by Government of India (till Jan’09 WDCS are

1189) at a total outlay of Rs.3974.64 lakh and has released till January-

2009 Rs.2686.10 lakh. Each WDCS gets a grant of approximately Rs.2.50
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to 3.00 lakh for establishment, management and for granting interest-free

loan for purchasing milch animals.  The share of Government of India is

90% and implementing agency i.e. KMF and its Member Milk Unions share

is 10%.

Target Group: 

The KMF is implementing STEP Scheme through its 13 Member

District Milk Unions.  The District Milk Unions form the STEP Core Team

which through Bench Mark Survey identifies the Target Group Members

that include the marginalized, assetless, wage labourers, women headed

households, migrant labourers, tribals and other dispossessed rural

women.  Thus the beneficiaries in the project will be poor or assetless

marginalized women with special focus on SC/ST households, woman

headed households and families below poverty line. 

   The main features of the STEP Scheme is Training, Providing

margin money conducting Awareness Generation Programme at village

level and visit to Amul in Anand,Gujarat. The STEP WDCS also carries

out programme for the benefit of rural women, apart from milk

procurement, milk marketing and providing technical input for their

members

Health & Nutrition Programme:

To provide intensive knowledge to all the members of the society

for welfare of their family members in terms of health and hygiene, balanced

food, mother and child health care, safe drinking water, vaccination,

preventive measures for diseases, usage of locally available vegetables,

eradication of dogmatic social customs and rituals and prevention of

malnutrition, demonstration of infant and young child nutritious food

preparation from the locally available materials.  3 to 4 one day shibiras
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are conducted in each WDCS with a financial assistance of  Rs.6,000/- to

Rs.8,000/-. 

Legal Literacy Programme:

Legal Literacy Programme is conducted at village level with the

assistance of eminent advocates particularly lady advocates who are taken

to the village to impart awareness on rights of  women in property,

prevention of dowry, authorities to approach in case of domestic violence,

harassment etc.  The visits are arranged to Courts, Police Stations,

Tahsildar Offices and Banks to acquaint themselves regarding the working

of these institutions.  3 to 4 one day shibiras were conducted. 

Gender Sensitization Programme:

This programme is conducted to sensitize women members in gender

differences and to promote girl child education on par with male child and

widow re-marriages. Know-how regarding agencies working for the welfare

of women and the financial  assistance available from Government agencies

is provided to create self-sustaining ability in women folk.  3 to 4 one day

shibiras were conducted along with one day shibira for male orientation

for the husbands of the women members to sensitize them regarding

multifarious problems faced by women and to enlist their cooperation in

running institutions managed by women.

Amul Visit:

The visit to world famous Amul Dairy in Anand, Gujarat is arranged

for the Presidents, Directors and Members of the Dairy Cooperatives for

emulating the good features from Amul Societies into their societies as it

is said “seeing is believing”. 
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Margin Money:

Margin money of Rs.5,000/- is provided to Target Group Members

(earlier it was Rs.3,000/-) for purchasing milch animals to uplift their

economic conditions.  Financial institutions demand at least 20% of margin

money from each beneficiary.  The beneficiary is economically weak may

not afford to pay margin money.  Hence, Rs.5,000/- is provided as an

interest-free loan to 15 members in Phase-V & 12 members in Phase-IV

which remain as a revolving fund with the dairy cooperatives and enable

the society to extend margin money benefit to rest of the Target Group

Members of the WDCS on continuous basis.  Thus Rs.60,000 to Rs.75,000/

- is provided to each society.

Self-Help Groups:

Another important feature of WDCS is promotion of Self-Help

Groups(SHG) by its Target Group Members.  STEP Programme

implementation proposes formation of at least one Self-Help Group.   In

this way 1375 SHGs are formed  with a savings of Rs.475.33 lakhs.  The

Nandini Self-Help Groups which are centers of empowerment are working

for the socio-economic development of rural women.The positive

intervention by KMF with the help of Government of India is resulting in

slow emergent of movement of rural women, who have seen little beyond

their immediate work at home, their farm and the village.The aim is to

enhance women’s bargaining power as members of the society by increasing

their access and control over household and community resources.  

ADVANTAGES OF ENTREPRENEURSHIP AMONG RURAL

WOMEN

Empowering women particularly rural women is a challenge. Micro

enterprises in rural area can help to meet these challenges. Micro –
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enterprises not only enhance national productivity, generate employment

but also help to develop economic independence, personal and social

capabilities among rural women. Following are some of the personal and

social capabilities, which were developed as result of taking up enterprise

among rural women14.

 overall support

 Economic empowerment

 progression in  standard of living

 Self confidence

 augmentation in  responsiveness

 Sense of achievement

 Increased social interaction

 expansion in   political activities

 Increase in   political participation level

 Improvement in leadership qualities

 Involvement in community issue

 Decision making capacity in family and community

 boost in sect oriented issues

  enlarge in self reliance

  amplification  in societal understanding

 raise in functional attentiveness

 swell in educational responsiveness

 boosting in market awareness
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 awareness about personal rights & responsibilities

Besides  women became more regular in their  social functions &

community sponsorship  The Economic empowerment of rural women by

micro entrepreneurship led to the empowerment of women in many things

such as socio-economic opportunity, property rights,  political

representation, social equality, personal right, family development, market

development, community development and at last the nation development

the examples of women participation was most felt in  claiming their

personal rights15. The role of micro-credit is to, improve the socio and

economic development of women and improve the status of women in

households and communities16. The micro entrepreneurships are

strengthening the women empowerment and remove the gender

inequalities. Self Help Group’s micro credit mechanism makes the members

to involve in other community development activities. Micro credit is

promoting the small scale business enterprises and its major aim is to

alleviate poverty by income generating activities among women and poor.

Therefore, they could achieve self-sufficiency. Now-a-days economic

development is one of the factors that have changed the entire scenario of

social and cultural environment within the country especially for the

women17. The rural women are engaged in small-scale entrepreneurship

programme with the help of Self Help Groups. Through that they were

economically empowered and attaining status in family and community18.

Dairy development &  development of allied industries is one among them.

Various micro level studies highlight women’s significant role in dairy

production.. The future of dairy industry lies in regenerating the local

ecology with maximum participation of women entrepreneurs19.

Entrepreneurship is a form of human resource and entrepreneurial

behavior depends on a number of factors like skill, knowledge of the
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enterprise, risk taking ability, achievement motivation, exposure to mass

media, trainings received, and moreover, with innovativeness of the

entrepreneur. Entrepreneurial behavior can be attributed as the change

in knowledge, skills and attitude of entrepreneurs in the enterprise they

have taken up. majority of rural women are actively involved in dairy

enterprise through women dairy cooperatives. Dairying, the factors

contributing towards entrepreneurial behavior and its association with

their personal and socio-economic traits20.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Micro strip patch antennas have various system applications. Some

of the applications are radar systems, missiles telemetry systems, aircraft

communications systems, satellite communications andmobiles handsets.

Micro stripPatch Antennas (MSPAs) have the advantage ofsmall size and

low profile allowing them to be easily integrated in the body of aircrafts,

missiles or computers. Micro strip patchescan be fabricated easily at low

cost. Thedisadvantage of a MSPA is its smallbandwidth of 1 to 2% around

the resonantfrequency. Analysis and design of widebandlow profile

antennas are currently animportant research area. The triangular geometry

ofthe microstrip patch (Fig. 1) drew the attention of theresearchers in

investigating the structure as planar circuitcomponents and as radiating

elements in conventionaland multilayered configurations Compared to

other patch geometries, the triangular microstripis physically smaller

having radiation properties similar to the.

II. TRIANGULAR PATCH AS MICROSTRIP CIRCUIT

ELEMENTS

The first study on TMP dates back to 1977 [4]. Initial reports show that

the TMP was considered as a narrow band structure owing to its high Q

value. Hence, the early studies show potential applications of the TMP as

oscillators, filters and circulators [4]. Almost simultaneously, Helszajn and

James [5] reported theoretical and   perimentalgationon equilateral TMP

as disk resonator, filter andcirculator. They used the cavity resonator model

 COMPACT TRIANGULAR MICROSTRIPPATCH(TMPA)  FOR
WIRELESS APPLICATION

Rachana Chavan
JSPM’S ICOER  Wagholi, Pune
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to determinethe resonant frequencies for the TMn,m,l modes and

alsoshowed their respective field patterns.

III. TMPA Design

The stacked patches analyzed in thisproject are made of a driven

and a parasiticsquare patches with Rohacell foam inbetween them. The

sides of the patches arebasically half wavelength of the operating frequency.

This first approximation of TMPA dimensions emanates from

basicequations for microstrip patch antenna design shown in Fig. 2.
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Numerical computer calculations were made with An soft HFSS

(figure 3) to find an optimum position of the coaxial probe on the primary

patch feed and the length of the square patches elements. The results are

shown in figure 4. The sides of the patches were varied from 50mm to

56mm. The probe position was varied from 21mm to26mm. The values of

L and Xp that give the best return loss and bandwidth.

V. The Stacked Patch Antenna

The antenna was designed by using the substrate RT/duroid 5880

with dielectricconstant år= 4.4, loss tangent tanä = 0.0009and thickness

h1 = 3.175mm for the parasitic and driven patch. The thickness of

Rohacellfoam is 10mm.

VI. Results Optimization

Several curves for the return loss wereobtained by varying L and

Xp around  hecalculated values. The results from computations are shown

in figure 4.

VII.  Return Loss and Bandwidth

The return loss = -10 1og(|S11|) and itsvalue in figure 5 at 1.884 GHz is

-27.3dB.

The “upper frequency” at -10 dB was foundas 1.9452GHz and the “lower

frequency”was found as 1.6538GHz. The “center frequency” of the antenna

is 1.80GHz andits bandwidth is 291 MHz and it is 16.1% atcenter frequency.
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 Dotted curve is plot of0 ö = 0 Eèat and continuous curve is a plot of 0

ö = 90 Eèat .

Following are the result of TMPA antenna design

Application

1.6 GPS, 2.4 Blutooth, Wireless Broad casting, Triangular design is effective

as compaired to reactrangularmicrostrip patch antenna and antenna size

is small.
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CONCLUSION

The stacked patch antenna was designedusing RT/duroid 5880. The

substrate  hosenhas a relatively low dielectric constant år.2.2 and a height

of 3.175mm. By using a low dielectric constant, a thick substrate andthick

foam we will able to improve thebandwidth from 1.5% to 16%. The

maximum return loss for the designedantennas is around -27dB.
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Introduction

In  India  low –cost Tablets   like  KloudPad  , Aakash,  Go Tech

Funtab,   Beetel   Magiq,  Milagrow,  Telmoco Labs  with a Tablet Pc-

Attitude Daksha  for Rs 5399  only,WishTel  IRA & IRA Thing Tablet  Pcs.

Micromax  Funbook  of rs 6499/- and  a few of   those  launched  by  Zync

, Zen,  HCL and  BSNL  are generally  used  for  imparting  education  by

schools  colleges  and   universities . Youngsters  seem  to  always  be  at  the

vanguard  when  it comes  to  the  adoption  of  the latest  technology  :

perhaps , the answer to the fast burgeoning tablet adoption  in higher

education . The  Indian  market, too, expects  a similar  growth  pattern  in

the years to come as  tablets  will  cater to the  problems  of  lack of

teachers  and  deflate  the  increasing  student  dropout  ratio, and  ensure

delivery  of  rich  educational  content  to  the  masses.

Tablets have become the vehicle for  a new trend  in education

where students use hand held devices to interact cousreseware. When the

iconic ipad was launched, most analysts were of the opinion that this device

would remain confined to the luxury segment . Akash has been promoted

by the government as a device that can bridge the digital divide across the

country. However it was not a great success but it definetely inspiired

many other players to come up  with their low priced tablets. Education is

a wide term;  Twenty first century is all about e-learning,e-library, e-book,

e-governanace,e-newsletter etc.
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Apple made a great push in to education when the company

introduced text book for iPad. Tablets are no longer a fun device, they are

student friendly and incredible amount of interest can be brought into

process of learning thereby clearly as an efficient device for education. In

the present century a student away from the technology is not justified.

Tablets are essential part of our joyful and creative teaching learning

process. Now educational and technological links are warming up and are

being rapidly backed by the best academicians and top IT professionals.

A  touch  to navigate:

Tablets  can  be  termed  as  a hybrid  of  a  smart  phone and  a

laptop. The content   designed   for   these  devices  is  more  interactive

than  on  a  smartphone  scree n  and  easier  to access  than  on  a  laptop

. And  more  the touchscreen  interface  allows  navigation  using  taps,

swipes  and  pinch  zooms  and  makes  their  use  as  easy  as pie.  Tablets

promote an interactive  environment  , are compact  and easy  to carry  and

act as an E- Note book . Their   touch screen  interface   makes    easy  to

create  and  edit  documents  and  diagrams at  any  time. Through  the

thousands  of  applications  available,  students   can access  information

on  their  own  and  have  freedom towards  selfpaced learning  anywhere

and  any time . Tablets  have  redefined  the  textbooks  in  a  way  that now

it  is  possible to simulate  paper  and  pencil: the  user  can use  a  stylus  to

write  directly  on the  copomputer screen  and  create  electronic  documents.

Tablets  have  changed  the  way students  and  teachers  interact.  They

add   new  dimensions  to  the classroom  interaction  by  providing digital

link and  drawing  tools for  writing, sketching, drawing and  real time

collaboration.  Most   of  the  students  today  prefer  to read  from a digital

book rather  a  textbook. In  this  world  of  tech geeks, tablets  are  gaining

more   popularity   also   beacause  they facilitate  easy group
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communication and  tools like Google Docs  and  Dropbox  help  enhance

the  way  information  is shared.  Applications  that  come with  fully-

loaded customised  content  packages  and  repositories, grease the wheels.

A  lot of games that  fit  into the  education system perfectly – open ended

and  challenge  based are also  being  developed  to  allow  the  sytudents

to  enhance  their   learning  outside of the game. Apart  from this  building

social  media   platform  on tablets will also  make  it  easy for  students  to

engage  in debates  and  discussions about  the  topics  covered  in the

class.The  participation  can  be  enhanced  by  awarding marks for the

posts and  starting   new  threads based  on  how  long  they  went and

what  new  insights they brought  to  the  class.  This  can  be  a good  way

to  enhance  ointeraction  and collaboration  among studets. Effectiveness

of  learning  can  be  maximised through  tools  for  conducting  immediate

and  meaningful  assessment of student  learning. Tablets  are  handy   for

taking  lecture  notes, reading e-books, conducting surveys  and  also  giving

feedback  to  the  students. The trump card  lies in  its easy  access, storage

and  retreival  of  information along with an  interactive  user interface

.For a country like  India tablets  can  be  a great boon as  they  can  also

help us  combat  the  prolem of  faculty  shortage.

It  supports  PDF, PPT, DOC ,JPEG ,word files and video files. So

students  can  make  digital  presentations both inside and outside the

class rooms ,along with accelerated  graphics  for faster application  support

1080p HD video  processor  for  a high-quality multimedia experience.  It

can  recognize a  webcam , enabling  video chat option.  With  a document

,PDF reader  viewer and editor, makes a good package  for all those who

cannot afford  the i-pads and playbooks high  prices. Preloaded applications

like Internet browser, Calculator, Calender, Clock, Contacts, Datawind
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Package manager, Dev Tools, e-mail, Gallery, Messaging, Music, Note pad,

Phone, Search, Settings etc helps students  in a number of ways.

In a classroom  where every child and the  teacher have  a Tablet

that is connected to the WiFi , learning  becomes  both independent and

collaborative. Teachers can both  differentiate as  well as teach to the

group. It supports  all kinds  of learners and frees  up a lot of space besides

reducing paper .  Educational  institutes  can expect a user friendly  device

that will  help teachers personalise the  learning. They can expect smoother

processs of evaluation, thanks to the assessment  module  that  allows

teachers to lock students  access to anything but the text or the resource

in discussion. They can expect classrooms to become more interactive  and

focussed as tablets  take into account the needs  of  large  classrooms and

teachers .  They can expect tools that facilitate administration message

boards that allow parents and teachers to interact, records of attendance

and calender of events . They  can  expect  a  cost -friendly,   ecofreindly

mobile  learning experience. With all the content of the textbooks available

on the Tablet ,there shall be no use of heavy  bags. It   can have many  uses

in school as well as college education.

Content on Tablets

Moving PC content on to the tablet doesn’t  make sense. Having

content according to device’s user interface is very important. It is also the

uniqueness of the content that is available on the tablet that is driving the

demand for these devices. Ever since Blogger burst on the scene in the

mid-90s, users have been creating and contributing their own content to

the Internet pool on a massive scale. Creating content is a powerful

pedagogical strategy to engage learners, especially young adults. For a start

all textbooks could be made available on tablets reducung the costs of

printing and distribution. . Tablets would enable  interactive lessons for
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self learning as well as  for viewing recorded lectures. They could be used

to access educational content on the internet. The small  size of them and

their low cost enables them  to be carried to the classrooms , libraries or

anywhere else and could be used for conducting  mini in-class  quizzes. It

is important  to have sufficient free  and open source  content available  for

wide and effective use of tablets in education. We need open repositories

where such content   can be shared and simple  frameworks  to enable

teacher and students to develop the content and contribute to the repository.

Equally important  to creating content is the integrtion of such material

into the  teaching and learning programms of schools and colleges.

A lot of content has been already loaded  which is available free on

internet. Autodesk, AutoCad , lot of dental, medical and online MBA content

is already provided by the  tablet market.  Much of the content is  available

for  primary schools. This way completely free schools till grade eight can

be done in Tablet.  Uptill now basically the  applications  are  broken into

three  areas of which ,is the area of e-books.

The e-book content is  the  CBSE curriculum, NCERT  books etc

and that has encompassed  the  big portion of the market . There are  a lot

of  video based learning tools in the market. People  like the  Khan -Academy

and government under NMEICT have huge amount  of online video based

courses which are  useful in Tablets.  Kloudpad   partners with Attano

India is all set to deliver  almost all curriculum books for  CBSE, ICSE

syllabus. There are model testpapers available digitally for medical

engineering students as well. State government’s edicational content also

is being digitized .Pre school and primary education content focusing on

language learning and early concept introduction  in an interactive format

targeting 2-8 yrs of children is also available now. The pictures  can  be

easily  edited  using  traditional  computer applications  and  also  shared
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between  the  student  and  the  teachers. This  functionality  to  draw

diagrams  or write  mathematical formulas was not  availabele  in  PCs.

Free content Resources available online :

YouTube  Education { www.youtube.com/education} You Tube EDU

provides access to a broad  set of educational videos that range from

academic lectures to inspirational speeches and everything in between. It

offers  a learner  quick lectures from top universities around the world.

Sakshat { www.sakshat.ac.in} .It is  a one stop education portal

developed under National  Mission on Education through ICT.  It addresses

educational requirements from the Kindergarten to Ph.D level which is all

available through this portal free.

National  Knowledge Network (NKN) . It would  help stakeholders

transfer knowledge using specialized applications which permit sharing of

high performance  computing facilities, e-libraries and huge database.

NCERT {ncert.nic.in/NCERTS/textbook/textbook.htm}.It  has  made

all of its  textbooks available  online in  PDF form. They are in a reasonably

navigable form  with each chapter acvailable as separate PDF  and a chapter

can be opened by clicking through table of contents.

Khan Academy  { www.khan academy.org}  .It  offers  about 3200

videos on arithmetic to physics  ,finance, history etc and  hundreds of

skills to practice. All of the site’s resources  are available  to anyone

completely free of charges .

Therefore  content will continue to play a differentiator whatever

be  the medium  of consumption. While  content in any form ought to be

rich, tablet content  specifically must be interactive and in  the context of

education must offer a compelling learning experience. Almost  every  e-
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content offers  content for Tablets but the interactivity and personalisation

is significant differentiator in Tablets. Content should be so powerful that

it makes learner independent of teacher. Many Tablet manufacturers are

going for tie-ups with the  content providers for providing best learning

experience to students.

A new product called digiLibrary  has come up now which is the

largest collection of Tablet content in online space. Online it is free, but

download incurs charge. Lots of people do have tablets but they don’t

know where to  go, therefore it has become a destination point for them

now. .Besides 24x7 Teacher on Call is also being launched very soon.

Mobile phones, personal electronic devices, and tablet computers

have infiltrated most corners of the academic library. Although many

institutions are interested in exploring these new technologies, some are

focusing on tablet computers in particular to enhance and even reimagine

their services to better support their communities. Library and information

professionals who are finding ways to integrate tablets into their workflow

include those working in access services, reference, instruction, collection

management, information technologies, technical services, assessment,

development, administration, and other departments.
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Gathering information about library projects with tablets, it is  seen

that they have become an essential technology for keeping reference and

instructional services fresh and relevant. Furthermore, it is critical that

the tablet computer should be viewed not as a shiny new toy but as a

component in the evolution of services and in the continuing value provided

to our communities. We can use them for a wide range of projects underway

in the libraries. Whether enhancing research instruction or allowing

librarians to roam around campus or make rounds with physicians, tablets

have delivered a solution that no other technological tool has been able to

rival. The convergent evolution of both tablets and academic library services

is happening quickly, with innovations in the two areas emerging on a

regular basis. Academic and school librarians have long sensed this and

are rising to this set of challenges by investing in new technologies,

integrating them into library services and classrooms, and supporting their

faculty and students as they work through what it means to be information

literate in a mobile society.

The following studies are included in full in the December 2012 Library

Technology Report on tablets:

 Librarians at McGill University held workshops to help faculty and

students  use their tablets and other mobile devices effectively and

innovatively.

 At San Diego State University, a tablet community that developed across

 library  departments to foster creativity and collaboration is planning

new services.

o The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign deployed tablets

for
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o curricular    use in a first-year undergraduate learning community

during

o the fall 2011 semester.

o These   experiments and others underway at other institutions pave

the way    for greater  changes to come.

Applications installed on the tablets

Tablets have all built-in apps (Safari, Mail, iBooks, Photos,

FaceTime, Maps, Messages, Calendar, Reminders, App Store, iTunes, etc.)

plus the iWorks Suite of productivity apps (Pages - for word processing,

Numbers - for spreadsheets, and Keynote - for presentations).

If you’d like to download more apps, such as Skype, you can go to Settings

> Store > Sign Out, and sign in with your own Apple ID, which you can

create (if you don’t already have one) at: https://appleid.apple.com/

cgibin/WebObjects/MyAppleId.woa/wa/createAppleId

Printing

You can use Concordia’s WebPrint website to print pages from a web

browser on library tablets.Go to https://webprint.concordia.ca/ and

login using your MyConcordia netname. Select whether you want a black

and white or colour job and then put in the URL of the page you wish to

print. You can release the document from any DPrint printer-copier on

campus. Just put money your Concordia ID using one of the DPrint loaders*

and swipe your Concordia ID card on the DPrint printer-copier to pay for

your print job.

Saving

          When you return the tablet at the circulation desk, with the

assistance of a staff member, you will erase all content and settings. To
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keep your files, you will have to email them to yourself or use an online

storage app such as Dropbox. Also note that in each productivity

application  there is the option to email the document to yourself.

E-Mail

          In order to email yourself the documents you have worked on, you

will need to have your email set up on the tablet. You will find the email

app (simply called Mail) in the Communications folder:

The app will ask you to identify your e-mail service. Once selected,

simply enter your name, email address, and password, then hit “Next”. It

will take a minute or two and then you should be able to see your inbox.
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It is the responsibility of a user to remove any personal information

before returning the tablet to the library. To do this, go to Settings >

General > Reset > Erase all content and settings.

Libraries, schools and museums are experimenting with the

potential for expanding their engagement with users through these highly

portable devices and their sophisticated apps. For libraries, much of the

current conversation is naturally focused on e-books and e-readers as new

ports of access for library materials. Thinking beyond e-books, the digital

landscape abounds with possibility for empowering the quest for knowledge.

“At their best, these applications [apps] that live in the spaces where

education and entertainment overlap can capture the imagination, enticing

students to learn on their own.” (Educause).

          As educators focus on 21st century learning strategies, tablets

and apps seem like the perfect companions for problem-based, discovery

and collaborative learning approaches. The size of a tablet is intimate like

a book; indeed many people take them to bed. At the same time, they
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invite collaboration, being easy to pass around and demonstrate to a small

group. Whether enticing students to take charge of their own learning or

engaging patrons to enrich their own information-seeking paths, tablets

appear to be a primary key to unlocking interaction. The innovative uses

described below are just scratching the surface of possibility.

Free-range Reference

The portability of the tablet allows reference librarians to become

untethered from the desk. Emerging cadres of embedded librarians are

taking their expertise on location. Roaming the stacks or immersed in a

classroom or project site, reference librarians can provide resource help

and information literacy instruction in context. Any library, public or

academic, can send skilled staff out into the community to embed in schools,

councils, metro districts, economic development councils, and nonprofits—

wherever they can provide information and even leadership. Douglas

County (CO) Library is trying this new way of making libraries

indispensible.

Literature Alive

          Many libraries extend services to mobile users, enabling them to

access the library website, browse resources, manage holds, and renew

items. But a few are opening up new worlds for their users through

imaginative apps.

          The New York Public Library’s Biblion, the Boundless Library

breathes life into digital content, connecting users with historic and rare

items from the library’s collections. Beginning with a classic literature

title (Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein) or a popular topic (the 1939–40 New

York World’s Fair), the NYPL apps make reading interactive, exploratory,

serendipitous and fun.
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           At the DC Public Library, Librarians Kim Zablud and Tony Ross

want to make vivid connections between the abundant fiction written about

their city and the geography and historic places referenced in the literature.

They developed DC by the book, which has 200 titles mapped to physical

locations, along with an open invitation to crowd-source more passages.

It’s not an app yet, but will be when funding is found.

Teens, Tablets, and Content Creators

          Howard County (MD) Library System’s HiTech Lab is a cutting-

edge digital media lab for teens that intends to be a “launching point for

the STEM career pipeline.” They offer a variety of programs designed

to prepare youth for careers in science, technology, engineering, and math.

The particular challenge for program organizers is to fully engage reluctant

and hard-to-teach youth. Tablets are often the vehicle of choice for creation.

Students have created their own e-books and a video game Escape From

Detention, which they proudly make available for anyone to download

and play.

          Working with teens to publish an e-book can be one of the ways

The library can  loan them tablets and can be   encouraged to write personal

stories, poems, recipes, photographs or other modes of expression. The

teens build their technology skills while gaining a feeling of

accomplishment.

Resources, Tools:

           In few libraries School Library Journal lists suggested tools in

Ebook toolkit: Easy-to-Use Applications for Creating Your Own;

Educational Technology and Mobile Learning shares a list of Excellent

iPad Apps to Create Books.
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Resources, How-to:

           Start with How to Create Your Own E-Book for the iPad, a

basic 9-step tutorial. For more detail contained in video segments, check

out A Simple Guide for Teachers to Create eBooks on iPad using

iBook Author. If you really want to dive in, look at the iBook Author

tutorial .

Explore the World from a Tablet

For many years, museums and science centers have used hands-on,

interactive exhibits to enhance the user experience. These institutions are

a natural fit for adopting tablets as interactive tools. In 21-Tech, a 3-year

project funded by the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS),

participating museums are experimenting with free or low-cost mobile apps

in combination with hands-on exhibits to take engagement with visitors

to another level.

Apps + ideas = see what happens

Although tablets and apps may be simple to use, it is necessary for each

institution to screen the thousands available for those most applicable.

The 21-Tech group reviewed and recommended 25+ apps that work

well for their purposes, from Bee-Bots to World Record Paper Airplanes to

Groovy Gears. These may not be the best selection for library programs

but it cuts through some of the app noise. As one of the 21-Tech participants

pioneering the territory for the rest of us, The Children’s Museum of

Houston has learned about the necessity of preparing staff and volunteers

to use the new tools effectively. Although tablets and apps may be simple

to use, knowing when and how to integrate the tablet interactions into the

museum viewers’ experience is not as simple as it might seem. In the

Gallery Facilitation and Training section, exhibit facilitators, referred
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to as Discovery Guides, share their learning curves, training experiences,

and tips. (Note that the facilitator posts are mixed in with app reviews.)

There are hundreds of thousands of apps at loose in the world today.

It is still an iPad-centric environment but Android is gaining ground. With

so many raw materials available, it shouldn’t be too hard to come up with

imaginative ways to expand library programs and user engagement.

Maps of the World sparks touch-screen exploration of any country based

on legislature, currency, GDP, area and population.

Star Walk brings the night sky into educational focus, displaying

“constellations, stars, planets, satellites, and galaxies currently overhead

from anywhere on Earth.”

Back in Time takes the user back through the history of the world—all

the way to the Big Bang.

Google Goggles allows web searches triggered by taking a picture with a

smartphone.

Popout! The Tale of Peter Rabbit is a whole new way to enchant young

readers with the interactive and animated digital text.

Challenges  and suggestions:

Tablets  have a huge potential in digital learning and distant

learning.Tis device is  uniquely capable of fostering diverse kinds of

interactions between students teachers and administratoors. However one

of the biggest  chalenges is connectivity. There are a lot aof entry level

tablets but theseare connected only by Wifi. For the dessimination of content

WAN  and cellular conective  is essential to utilise the full potential of

tablets. It is also true that in India internet speeds are not very good also

nofree raoming is available yet.It will take some time, before our
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institutions and libraries are able to take maximum advantage of the tablet

technology .  Connnectivity is important in tablet, almost everything is

offered on cloud therefore it should support connectivity options like Wifi,

3G and 4G.Besides  hardware configuration like processor,RAM, graphics.

So go for a mix of 3Cs  and 1 P.  Configuration, Connectivity and Content

plus the Price .
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Introduction

In the background of persistent trade deficit, India has been

comprehensively liberalizing its trade regime since 1991 in order to achieve

higher export performance. Trade barriers remain high in many developing

countries especially India. Many empirical literature attempts to find out

how tradeliberalization affects a country’s exports and imports, and

generally finds a positive impact ( MeloBertola and Faini, 1991; and Santos-

Paulino, 2002a). Some of them show that countries, which get on

liberalization programs, have improved their export performance ( Ahmed,

2000; Thomas et al., 1991; and Santos-Paulino, 2002b) while others have

found little evidence of such a relationship (Greenaway and Sapsford, 1994;

Jenkins 1996). UNCTAD (1999) studied the effect of trade liberalization

on the trade balance for 15 developing countries over the period of 1970 to

1995, and found a significant negative relationship. Santos-Paulino and

Thirlwall (2004) studied the effect of trade liberalization on imports, exports

and the overall trade balance using asample of 22 developing countries for

the period of 1972–1997 and found that liberalization stimulated export

growth but raised import growth by more, leading to a worsening of the

overall trade balance. The studies on the impact of trade liberalization on

trade balance in developing countries, showed contradictory results. The

empirical literature shows that liberalization affects trade balance

significantly [Santos-Pauulino and Thirlwall, 2004]. This is the question
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we want to investigate in this study: did liberalization experiences in India

lead to a deterioration of their trade balance? The impact of trade

liberalization on the trade balance, therefore, needs to be investigated

empirically.

Trade Liberalization and Trade Performance in India

Since the 1980s trade liberalization has become an increasingly

common feature of economic policy in developing countries..Establishment

of WTO on the one hand and the introduction of economic reforms on the

other have influenced trade sector in India. A major objective of the trade

reform has been to reduce and eliminate the trade barriers. Historically,

India has focused in exports to manage balance of Payment.

Indian foreign trade has grown in absolute numbers as compared

to 1950-51, but its share inworld trade has gown down from around 2.5

percent to 0.67 percent in 1991 and increased to more than one percent in

2007. Foreign trade can be divided into three periods namely 1950-1970,

1971-1991 and post 1991.During the first phase, 1950-1970; exports have

grown at a very slow rate. During 1950s the exports growth rate was 3.6

percent in dollar terms and 3.5 percent in 1960s.Dueto rising imports and

stagnant exports, policy of import substitution was started in 1960s to cut

downon imports. Five primary commodities constituted a major portion of

Indian exports and the prevailing belief was that the country had nothing

much to export. Government had adopted a policy of export pessimism

and import substitution during this period. Exports were largely neglected

during the first and the second five-year plans, which was justified on the

ground that demand for Indian exports was inelastic. Whilst the world

merchandise export was growing at 6.3 per cent per annum during the

1950s, exports from India stagnated. As the world merchandise exports
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expanded relatively faster during the 1960s at 8.8 per cent per annum, the

growth rate of India’s exports improved slightly to3.6 per cent per annum.

Several studies have argued that the import substitution policies had

created a bias against exports in India. In spite of the various export

promotion schemes adopted in the 1970s and 1980s, profitability in the

heavily protected domestic market remained significantly higher.During

the period of 1970-1991 exports performance improved. Government had

taken initiatives in late 1960s like establishing Indian Institute of Foreign

Trade and others for promoting foreign trade. The world economy was

also growing fast in 1970s. The export growth rate was 15.8 percent in

1970s before slowing down to 8 percent in 1980s.During 1970s, imports

growth rate also picked up and in fact was higher than growth rate of

exports. The contribution of foreign trade to GDP again reached to 11.8

per cent, the same level as on 1950-51. The export boom of the 1970s,

however, could not be maintained during the first half of the 1980s. As the

growth rate of world exports turned negative in the aftermath of the second

oil price hike, India’s exports decelerated sharply. During the second half

of the 1980s, however, the world economy recovered and India’s exports

grew at a healthy pace (17.8 per cent).

In the post liberalization period, export and import growth has

picked up and the contribution of foreign trade to GDP has increased to

17.1 percent by 2000.However during the period import growth rates has

been higher than exports growth rates. Many pro export policies were

started after liberalization. Export promotion schemes prevalent during

the post 1991 period include: export promotion capital goods (EPCG), duty

entitlement passbook (DEPB), duty free replenishment certificate (DFRC),

advance licences, special import licence (SIL), exemption from income

tax,..etc .During post liberalization era, exports have done well particularly
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from 1992-93 to 1996-97;and from 2002-2003 to 2007-2008. As a proportion

of GDP, on balance of payments (BoP) basis,exports rose from a level of 5.8

per cent in 1990- 91 to reach a level of 14.0 per cent of GDP in 2006-07.

The average annual growth rate in the last five years has been placed at a

high of 23.5 per cent. However, imports have grown even faster in the last

five years at an annual average of 28.2 percent.As a proportion of GDP,

imports in 2006-07 were placed at 20.9 per cent of GDP. Thus, trade deficit

widened to 6.9 per cent of GDP in 2006-07. The higher trade deficit could

be attributed toa rise in petroleum, oil and lubricants (POL) as well as

non-POL components in imports. Continueduptrend in prices in the

international markets and rise in the price of gold were the major

contributorsto this process [Finance Ministry, (2008)]. The trade account

is supported by the rising servicesexports. India’s services exports, at $81.3

billion (Rs3.2 trillion) in 2006-07, are fast catching up withthe country’s

merchandise exports of $127.1 billion. The services export growth rate in

2006-07 was32.5% compared to 21% in merchandise export

[Singh,(2007).Indian share of globalservices export is more than double of

merchandise exports and India is one of the few countrieswhich have

increased their share of services exports in recent years.

India’s Balance of Trade scenario:

Since the independence in 1947, the balance of trade in India was

on deficit except two fiscal years, 1972-73 and 1976-77. The trade balance

has always been negative as shown in Table 1 except two years 1972-73,

1976-77. The trade deficit has been increasing in recent years. During post

liberalization era, exports have done well particularly from 1992-93 to 1996-

97; and from 2002-2003 to2008-2009. The major component of import was

crude oil. The persistent increase in oil price affected the balance of trade

adversely and the deficit was fulfilled by external capital account borrowing
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that cause to raise external debt burden. Therefore, the higher trade deficit

could be attributed to a rise in petroleum, oil and lubricants (POL) as well

as non-POL components in imports. Continued uptrend in prices in the

international markets and rise in the price of gold were the major

contributors to this process [Finance Ministry, (2008)]. The trade account

is supported by the rising services exports. India’s services exports, at $81.3

billion (Rs3.2 trillion) in 2006-07, are fast catching up with the country’s

merchandise exports of $127.1 billion. The services export growth rate in

2006-07 was32.5% compared to 21% in merchandise export.

[Singh,(2007)].Indian foreign trade has grown in absolute numbers as

compared to 1950-51, but its share in world trade has gown down from

around 2.5 percent to 0.67 percent in 1991 and increased to more than one

percent in 2007. During the first phase, 1950-1970, exports have grown at

a very slow rate. During1950s, the exports growth rate was 3.6 percent in

dollar terms and 3.5 percent in 1960s. Due to rising imports and stagnant

exports, policy of import substitution was started in 1960s to cut down on

imports. Five primary commodities constituted a major portion of Indian

exports and the prevailing belief was that the country had nothing much

to export. Government had adopted a policy of export pessimism and import

substitution during this period. Exports were largely neglected during the

first and the second five-year plans, which was justified on the ground

that demand for Indian exports was inelastic. Whilst the world merchandise

export was growing at 6.3 per cent per annum during the1950s, exports

from India stagnated. As the world merchandise exports expanded relatively

faster during the 1960s at 8.8 per cent per annum, the growth rate of

India’s exports improved somewhat to3.6 per cent per annum. Clearly, the

country failed to make the best use of the trade possibilities available during

the 1950s and 1960s .During the period of 1970-1991 exports performance
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improved.Government had taken initiatives in late 1960s like establishing

Indian Institute of Foreign Trade and others for promoting foreign trade.

The world economy was also growing fast in 1970s. The export growth

rate was 15.8 percent in 1970s before slowing down to 8 percent in

1980s.During 1970s, imports growth rate also picked up and infact, was

higher than growth rate of exports. The contribution of foreign trade to

GDP again reached to 11.8 per cent, the same level as on 1950-51. The

export boom of the 1970s, however, could not be maintained during the

first half of the 1980s. As the growth rate of world exports turned negative

in the aftermath of the second oil price hike, India’s exports decelerated

sharply. During the second half of the 1980s, however, the world economy

recovered and India’s exports grew at a healthy pace (17.8 per cent). There

was a genuine improvement in the export competitiveness of India during

this period due to a major depreciation of the REER and increased export

subsidies. In the post liberalization period i.e. post 1991, export and import

growth has picked up and the contribution of foreign trade to GDP has

increased to 17.1 percent by 2000.However during the period import growth

rates has been higher than exports growth rates. Many pro-export policies

were started after liberalization.

Descriptive Statistical Analysis

Two macroeconomic indicators (real export and real im-port) were

analysed to describe Indian trade balance. Table 1.1 tabulates the average

import, export and trade balance to GDP ratios using trade liberalization

for the periods before and after liberalization.In general, countries not

only import but also export more after they liberalized their trade regimes.A

look at the trends of export performance of India before and after trade,

liberalization reveals that imports did increase as a proportion of GDP

following trade liberalization. The comparison of imports and exports



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF MULTIDISCIPLINARY EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH
ISSN : 2277-7881; IMPACT FACTOR - 2.735
VOLUME 2, ISSUE 11(2), OCTOBER 2013

292

performance as the percentage of GDP prior to and following trade

liberalization shows that imports increased by 129 percent while exports

by 139 percent. By and large, the evaluation shows a high deterioration in

the trade balance following trade liberalization. The trade balance following

trade liberalization was worsened by 103 percent (see Table 1.1 ).The

average increase in exports however is smaller than that of imports, as the

average trade deficit slightly increased from 1.8 percent to 3.7

percent.Figure 2 shows the trade balance during the study period. This

Figure shows that there is a continuous negative balance of trade from

India’s independence until the first years of 1970’s.However, in 1970’s

India saw two years viz 1972-73&1976-77, in which she had a favourable

trade balance .These two financial years are the only two financial years

in the history of post-independence India, in which we had a favourable

trade balance.Table 1.2 tabulated the overall average for the trade balance

for India pre and post trade liberalization periods. On average, trade balance

is in deficit in both periods. However, the deficit worsened after trade

liberalization. The average trade balance was -2003.7and-161632.3 rupees

for pre and post trade liberalization respectively. Thus, it was deteriorated

by 7966.6 percent with divergent.

Conclusion

It is a common worry about trade liberalization is that it could lead

to a deterioration of their trade balance. In this paper, we studied the

impact of trade liberalization on imports, exports and the trade balance in

India. The study find out that trade liberalization in India promotes both

imports and exports. The country has undertaken serious trade reforms,

as a part of major macroeconomic reforms. The policy adopted in the pre

reform period was characterized by inward oriented development strategy

(ISI) that had a negative impact on export .The resultshows undoubtedly
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that in the observed period, 1950-2012, trade liberalization has had a

positive and significant impact on the export performance of the country.

However, when it was examined trade liberalization on the trade balance,

it showed that liberalization lead to the deterioration of the trade balance

.Thus, it was deduced the evidence that the trade liberalization worsen

trade balance (San-tos-Paulino and Thirlwall, 2004).
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Introduction

Recent decades have witnessed burgeoning importance of the civil

society. In the contemporary world, it is a fact that civil society has become

the third sector after the public and private sector. As a concept, civil

society had a long journey throughout human life and civilization. But it

appears in theoretical and practical usage only towards the end of the

Cold War. According to M.P. Singh and Rekha Saxena (2010) civil society

discourse developed from five interconnected circumstances.,1, The

collapse of Communism in Soviet Union and Eastern Europe and China’s

shift towards “market socialism”, 2, The abandonment of political

liberalism of welfare state in favour of business liberalism in the advanced

capitalist democracies of the west, 3, The breakdown of the family,

individual atomization and the decline of the communitarian ethos in the

west, 4, Disenchantment of the distortions in the democratic state and

disillusionment with the developmental state and 5, Rampant

authoritarianism and corruption in other third world societies in the post

world war period. According to G. Gopa Kumar (2013) ‘the power of civil

society is both enhanced and challenged by the growth of information and

communication technologies. In a democracy, civil society groups have

respect for the law, for the rights of individuals and the rights of other

groups to express their interests and opinions. Civil society groups may

establish ties to political parties and the state, but they must retain their

independence, and they do not seek political power for themselves. In the
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1990s with the emergence of the non-governmental organizations and the

New Social Movements on a global scale, civil society as a third sector

became a key terrain of strategic action to construct ‘an alternative social

and world order.’ Parallel to the neo-liberal stream and globalization in

the world, state’s radius of action is restricted whereas the role of civil

societies has increased. Moreover, with collapse of communism, it is

believed that civil society could help to develop a market structure. The

process of globalizations1 transformed the nature of civil society in Third

World countries. Civil Societies importance is increasing day by day

especially in the developing and developed world.

Defining Civil Society

There is growing agreement about the importance of civil society,

but there is also growing disagreement about its exact meaning. Civil

society is ‘the entire range of organized groups and institutions that are

independent of the state, voluntary, and at least to some extent self-

generating and self-reliant’. It is one among many spheres of the larger

society along with family, economy, politics etc.  According to Jan Aart

Scholte, ‘civil society can be understood to be a political space where

voluntary associations deliberately seek to shape the rules that govern

aspects of social life’. According to World Bank, “the term civil society to

refer to the wide array of non-governmental and not-for-profit

organizations that have a presence in public life, expressing the interests

and values of their members or others, based on ethical, cultural, political,

scientific, religious or philanthropic considerations. Civil Society

Organizations (CSOs) therefore refer to a wide of array of organizations:

community groups, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), labor unions,

indigenous groups, charitable organizations, faith-based organizations,
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professional associations, and foundations”. Neera Chandoke defines Civil

Society, as “the site at which mediations and contestations take place; the

site at which society enters into a relationship with the State”.

Civil Society: Classical Perspectives

In this part, I am looking at the conceptual history of the term

from Hobbes to Gramsci. The term civil society has a long history in

political philosophy, and its definition had been altered with Roman,

Lockean, Hegelian, Marxist and Gramscian interpretations long before it

was resurrected in the 1990’s.The Latin notion of civilis societas, which

entered European thinking around 1400 from the writings of Cicero,

designated those living in a civilized political community, creating a state

to serve the community’s interests. The concept of civil society was a

product of eighteenth century European liberal thought; it was introduced

to capture the idea of a desired state of reality.

For Hobbes, the state plays the most important role as it guarantees

peace and self-preservation. Civil society may flourish only when the state

is strong. On the other hand, for Locke, the most important aspect of

social life was freedom of individuals who first create civil society and

then the state which protects individual’s rights. In Hobbes account, fear

is a major motive impelling people in the state of nature to make the

covenant by which a sovereign is set up. People are not naturally sociable

as it was in Aristotle’s theory, in Hobbes view; they enter civil society

mainly through fear of their lives. Locke made no separation between

civil society and political society- in no sense was civil society conceived of

as different from an entity termed ‘the state’. According to Locke, ‘a

civilized society was not an essentially systematic entity: it was simply an

aggregation of civilized human beings’, that is, a society of human beings

who had succeeded in disciplining their conduct. The purpose of Locke’s
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discussion of society and government is to establish the relationship of

right and obligation between them and between the individual.

The Scottish enlightenment thinker Adam Ferguson viewed ‘civil

society’ as a state of ‘civility’ and as a consequence of civilization. Virtue

and cultivation of moral sentiments play the key role in Ferguson’s concept

of civil society. The strength of the state depends not on its wealth but,

above all, on virtue of its citizens. According to Ferguson, the public good

should be considered as the principle object of individuals’ endeavours

and the happiness of individuals as the great end of civil society. Civil

society is formulated in his theory as a positive concept, as a moral category,

a measure of a good government or society.

Civil society for Adam Smith becomes the fulcrum of individual

and collective energies and life, even as the household, which earlier served

as a unit of production, is rendered both subordinate to, as well as residual

to the economy. Smith clearly distinguishes between community and civil

society, with the latter providing complete freedom to individual to realize

one’s self that was previously unthinkable in a community. According to

Smith, there are two principles, which induce man to enter into civil society:

.the principle of authority and the principle of utility. In Kant’s view, the

main purpose of civil society is to force human beings to respect each

other’s rights. But increased civil freedom is not enough, political freedom

as well as a republican form of government is also required. According to

him civil society cannot exist without the state and is often meant by him

as a political society with its institutions such as a public law or the

representative authority.

The state and civil society were first distinguished by Hegel in The

Philosophy of Right as two stages in the dialectical development from the

family to the nation.  As per Hegelian civil society, the tasks to be
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performed in modern society by civil society were to guarantee permanent

security and to ensure the protection of private property and personal

freedom. For Hegel, civil society was not the object of criticism and

antagonism, nor was it one which required external management. On the

contrary, it embodied an intrinsically valuable acquisition: it was the space

where the higher principle of modern subjectivity could emerge and

flourish.  Hegel’s concept of civil society focuses around the dialectical

interaction between the particularity of civil society and the universality

of the state. It is through the combination of the two that allows the

modern state to have actual, concrete freedom.

For Marx, the political reality of the state is constituted by the

entire economic life-relations of production and the class struggle for which

civil society is the real theatre. Civil society was the ‘base’ where productive

forces and social relations were taking place, whereas political society was

the ‘superstructure’. The material of the state is divided amongst them

through circumstances, caprice, and personal choice of vocation. The

citizens of the state are members of families and of civil society (Marx,

1843). According to Marx, political revolution, which followed the rise of

commercial society, abolished the people from the community and thus

the political character of civil society. Political emancipation reduces man

as an independent individual to a member of civil society or to a citizen, a

moral person. Departing somehow from Marx, Antonio Gramsci underlined

the crucial role of civil society as the contributor of the cultural and

ideological capital required for the survival of the hegemony of capitalism.

To Gramsci, ‘civil society belongs to the super structural sphere: it

comprises not all material relationships, but all ideological cultural

relations; not the whole of commercial and industrial life, but the whole

spiritual and intellectual life’. Gramsci splits superstructure into two major
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levels: the one that can be called ‘civil society,’ that is the ensemble of

organisms commonly called ‘private’, and that of ‘political society,’ or ‘the

State. A major piece of Gramsci’s project is to show that civil society’s

ways of establishing and organizing human relationships and consciousness

are deeply political, and should in fact be considered integral to class

domination, particularly in Western Europe.

Conclusion

As a concept, civil society can claim a deep history but its theoretical

developments are more or less recent. The rise of democracy in post-colonial

and later post-communist systems empowered the growth of civil society

institutions. But the marginalized sections have been ignored in the

construction and reproduction of this much celebrated sphere of civil

society. The writings of Hegel and Marx continue interest in the paradigm

of civil society in the nineteenth century, however, as Adam Seligman has

noticed, its viability as a concept and model of social representation

disappears. In Hegel, civil society disappears into the universal state, in

Marx, in the future reunification of civil and political society. With Marx

the classic idea of civil society comes to its end. Many thinkers today view

the idea of civil society as a normative, ideal model for social life and a

new or rather a renewed paradigm of political science.
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1 Globalization refers to the free flow of capital and the removal of
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INTRODUCTION

Authentication using biometric is stronger than the traditional text

based There are different application that are available for the text based

authentication like email, system based, ATM etc. [1].  If the authentication

is weak, there is possible to attack on different like, Customer fraud attack,

Eves dropper, Insider, key logger, Malicious code, Man-in-middle, Phishing

attacks, Replay attacks, Session hijacking attacks and many more [2].

Bio-cryptography

To prevent from above specified authentication attacks, there are

many authentication mechanism schemes that were discussed in literature.

Bio-cryptography is one among them. Bio-cryptography is a branch of science,

which deals with the biometric and cryptography [3]. Biometric authentication

still it is a big challenge for the practitioners and researchers.

Edge Detection

Feature extraction is the intermediately procedure between the intial

image and RSA encryption scheme. Here edges are identified in the biometric

image. To detect the edges in literature many detection mechanism were

presented. In our simulation we used the Canny operator because of it

extensive usage and advantages [4][5][6].
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RSA Public-key cryptosystem

RSA public-key methods are extensively used for secure data

communication and which is known as one of the earliest realistic public-

key cryptosystems. Implementer of RSA generates and then calculates the

product of two big prime numbers, along with a supplementary value, as

their public key. The prime factors must be maintained secret. Anyone can

use the public key to encrypt a message, but with currently published

methods, if the public key is large enough, only someone with knowledge

of the prime factors can feasibly decode the message.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Significance of the Study

The present study is on Bio-cryptography and authentication by using

the RSA cryptosystem.  Different edge detection techniques were used for public-

key for the encryption of the Bio-metric image like thumb and Iris using RSA

algorithm. Observation was made regarding the distorted of image and its level

of distortion and histogram equalization with encryption. This analysis helps to
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the image cryptography scientists in deciding the sort of public-key should have

to select for encryption of Biometric images.

Objectives of the study

1.   To study the Bio-cryptography.

2.   Analysis on deciding the public-key to encrypt the Biometric images.

Research design

The study is an attempt to explore Bio-cryptography and its level of

encryption. It results in the encryption of the biometric images and its

distortion and histogram equlization.

Universe of the study

The study consisted of two variants biometric images like thumb

and iris. It was collected different biometric sample of 24 samples of distinct

pixel size and image size.

Bio-cryption procedures

Thumb and iris image was collected and supplied for feature extraction

and then subjected for the image encryption. The results were presented in

table 1,2 and 3. The results that were presented in this simulation is according

to the Matlab 7 version. Canny operator works better when the images are

distorted.
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Table 1 represents the biometric samples that were simulated in

Matlab. In this, the canny operator was used for edge detection and later

RSA public-key encryption scheme was applied. It was observed that the

canny encrypted image has more pixels than rest of the Laplacian and

Zerocross.
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Table 2 shows the biometric samples that were simulations.  In this,

the Laplacian  operator was used for edge detection and next RSA public-

key encryption scheme was applied. It was observed that the Laplacian canny

encrypted image has more pixels than Zerocross , but not good as canny.

Table 3, the simulation were made, on the Zerocross operator. In this

operator, the edges were detected bit less. The encrypted is also bit less to

the Laplacian and Canny operator. The observations were made by on the

basis of histograms of the 28 samples and with different images.

Conclusion

Bio-crptography plays a inevitable role in the authentication mechanism.

To provide strong security, RSA encryption was used on the different biometrics

samples with different edge detection techquies. All the samples were simulated

using the Matlab software. The encrypted image and their histograms images

were analyzed. It was found that the Canny operator image looks more secure



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF MULTIDISCIPLINARY EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH
ISSN : 2277-7881; IMPACT FACTOR - 2.735
VOLUME 2, ISSUE 11(2), OCTOBER 2013

307

that rest of the Laplain and Zerocross.
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