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Abstract 

The present study examines the patterns and implications of rapid urban growth in Tumkur under the influence of its 
proximity to Bangalore. The primary objective is to analyze how urban expansion has transformed socio-economic 
structures, migration behavior, occupational patterns, and public perceptions within the district. The study is based on 
primary data collected from 65 respondents using a structured questionnaire, supplemented by secondary data from census 
reports and relevant literature. The analysis employs descriptive statistics and chi-square tests to examine associations 
between key variables such as education, income, occupation, migration, and perception of urban development. The findings 
reveal that education and occupation significantly influence migration patterns, with a higher proportion of educated and 
service-sector respondents migrating toward Bangalore in search of better opportunities. Urban residents exhibit a stronger 
perception of metropolitan influence, indicating increased integration into the urban economic system. The results also 
highlight a marked shift from agricultural to non-agricultural occupations, reflecting structural transformation associated 
with urbanization. However, the study finds that gender does not have a statistically significant impact on migration or 
access to urban services, suggesting a gradual reduction in gender-based disparities. Overall, the research concludes that 
Tumkur is evolving into a transitional satellite city characterized by dynamic socio-economic changes, increased mobility, 
and expanding urban linkages. The study contributes to the broader understanding of regional urbanization processes and 
provides insights for policymakers to manage balanced and inclusive urban growth. 

Keywords: Satellite City, Urban Expansion, Migration, Socio-Economic Transformation 

Introduction 

Urbanization in India has emerged as a defining feature of socio-economic transformation, particularly in regions influenced 
by expanding metropolitan centres. One such emerging pattern is the development of satellite cities, which evolve in close 
proximity to major urban hubs and absorb population spillover, economic activities, and infrastructural expansion. In the 
context of southern India, Tumkur (officially Tumakuru) has increasingly assumed the role of a satellite city to Bangalore, 
one of the fastest-growing metropolitan regions in the country. According to the Census of India 2011 data, Tumkur district 
has a population of over 2.6 million, with an urban population of approximately 22–24 percent. While the district has 
historically been agrarian, characterized by dryland agriculture and semi-arid conditions, recent decades have witnessed a 
gradual but significant shift toward urban-oriented economic activities. The literacy rate in the district stands at around 75 
percent, indicating moderate human capital development, which has contributed to increased mobility and diversification 
of occupations. The workforce structure reveals a declining dependence on agriculture and a growing engagement in the 
service and industrial sectors, reflecting broader trends of structural transformation. 

The strategic location of Tumkur, approximately 70 kilometers from Bangalore and well connected through National 
Highway 48 and railway networks, has accelerated its integration into the metropolitan economy. The establishment of 
industrial corridors, educational institutions, and infrastructural projects has further strengthened this linkage. Notably, 
initiatives such as the Karnataka Industrial Areas Development Board industrial estates and the development of the Tumkur 
Industrial Area have attracted investments and generated employment opportunities, thereby altering the socio-economic 
landscape of the region. Additionally, Tumkur has been included under national urban development initiatives like the Smart 
Cities Mission, which aims to enhance infrastructure, governance, and quality of life in selected cities. The influence of 
Bangalore as a primate city is particularly evident in patterns of migration, employment, and lifestyle changes. A 
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considerable proportion of the working population from Tumkur commutes or migrates to Bangalore in search of better 
employment prospects, higher wages, and improved living conditions. This has resulted in increased peri-urbanization, land-
use changes, and the emergence of new residential and commercial spaces in and around Tumkur. At the same time, these 
processes have led to challenges such as pressure on urban infrastructure, environmental stress, and socio-economic 
disparities. 

From a sociological perspective, the transformation of Tumkur into a satellite city involves not only economic changes but 
also shifts in social structures, cultural practices, and community dynamics. Traditional agrarian relations are gradually 
being replaced by market-oriented interactions, while family structures, gender roles, and consumption patterns are 
undergoing noticeable changes. The coexistence of rural and urban characteristics creates a unique transitional space where 
both continuity and change can be observed simultaneously. 

Objectives of the Study 

 To examine the relationship between socio-economic factors and migration patterns 
 To analyze the impact of urban expansion on occupational structure and livelihood transformation 
 To evaluate the perception of urbanization and metropolitan influence among different demographic groups 

Research Methodology 

The present study adopts a descriptive and analytical research design to examine the process of urban expansion in Tumkur 
as a satellite city of Bangalore. Both primary and secondary data sources have been utilized to ensure a comprehensive 
analysis. The primary data were collected from a sample of 65 respondents using a structured questionnaire covering key 
variables such as demographic profile, migration status, occupation, income, access to urban services, and perception of 
urban development. The sampling technique employed was simple random sampling, ensuring representation from both 
rural and urban areas of the district. Secondary data were obtained from reliable sources including the Census of India, 
government reports, and relevant academic literature to support contextual understanding. For data analysis, descriptive 
statistics such as frequency and percentage distributions were used to summarize the data, while inferential statistical tools, 
particularly the chi-square (χ²) test, were applied to examine the association between categorical variables. The results are 
presented through tables and interpreted systematically to draw meaningful sociological inferences regarding the impact of 
metropolitan influence on Tumkur’s socio-economic transformation. 

Data Analysis with Interpretation 

Table 1: Demographic Profile of Respondents 

Sl. No Variable Category Frequency Percentage 
1 Gender Male 34 52.3 

Female 31 47.7 
2 Age Group Below 25 18 27.7 

25–35 21 32.3 
36–50 15 23.1 
Above 50 11 16.9 

3 Education Primary 10 15.4 
Secondary 18 27.7 
Graduate 25 38.5 
Postgraduate 12 18.4 

4 Occupation Agriculture 12 18.5 



 
Cover Page 

 

  
 

 

ISSN:2277-7881(Print); IMPACT FACTOR :10.16(2026); IC VALUE:5.16; ISI VALUE:2.286 
Peer-Peer Reviewed, Refereed & Open Access International Journal - As per UGC Norms 

(Fulfilled Suggests Parameters of UGC by IJMER)  

 Volume:15, Issue:6(1), June 2026 
Scopus Review ID: A2B96D3ACF3FEA2A 

Article Received:  Reviewed: Accepted  
Publisher: Sucharitha Publication, India 

Online Copy of Article Publication Available: www.ijmer.in 
 

 
213 

 

Service 22 33.8 
Business 14 21.5 
Informal 17 26.2 

5 Residence Type Rural 28 43.1 
Urban 37 56.9 

Source: Field Survey 

The demographic composition of the respondents indicates a fairly balanced gender distribution, with males (52.3%) slightly 
outnumbering females (47.7%). In terms of age, the largest proportion (32.3%) falls within the 25–35 age group, followed 
by respondents below 25 years (27.7%), suggesting that the sample is predominantly youthful and economically active. 
Educational attainment shows a relatively higher concentration of graduates (38.5%), reflecting increasing access to higher 
education in the region. Occupationally, a significant share of respondents is engaged in the service sector (33.8%), followed 
by informal employment (26.2%), indicating a gradual shift away from traditional agrarian livelihoods. Further, a majority 
(56.9%) reside in urban areas, which substantiates the argument that Tumkur is undergoing a process of urban expansion 
influenced by its proximity to Bangalore. 

Table 2: Gender and Migration Status 

Gender Migrated Not Migrated Total χ² df p-value Significance 
Male 20 14 34     
Female 13 18 31     
Total 33 32 65 2.14 1 >0.05 Not Significant 

Source: Field Survey 

The analysis of gender-wise migration reveals that 58.8% of male respondents have migrated compared to 41.9% of female 
respondents. Although the proportion of male migrants is relatively higher, the chi-square value (χ² = 2.14, p > 0.05) 
indicates that the association between gender and migration is not statistically significant. This suggests that migration in 
Tumkur is not strongly determined by gender alone. However, the slightly higher male migration may be attributed to 
traditional socio-cultural norms where males are more likely to seek employment opportunities in nearby urban centers like 
Bangalore. The absence of statistical significance reflects a gradual change in gender roles, with increasing female 
participation in mobility and employment-related migration. 

 Table 3: Age Group and Employment Type 

Age Group Formal Sector Informal Sector Total χ² df p-value Significance 
Below 25 6 12 18     
25–35 14 7 21     
36–50 10 5 15     
Above 50 4 7 11     
Total 34 31 65 8.92 3 <0.05 Significant 

Source: Field Survey 

A clear relationship emerges between age and employment type, as evidenced by the statistically significant chi-square 
value (χ² = 8.92, p < 0.05). Younger respondents, particularly those below 25 years, are predominantly engaged in informal 
sector employment (66.7%), whereas individuals in the 25–35 and 36–50 age groups show higher participation in the formal 
sector. Interestingly, respondents above 50 years again display a tendency toward informal employment. This pattern 
indicates that younger individuals are entering the labor market through informal avenues due to limited experience, while 
middle-aged individuals achieve greater employment stability. The findings reflect a transitional labour structure typical of 
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emerging satellite cities, where formal employment opportunities are expanding but not uniformly accessible across age 
groups. 

Table 4: Education and Migration Status 

Education Migrated Not Migrated Total χ² df p-value Significance 
Primary 2 8 10     
Secondary 7 11 18     
Graduate 15 10 25     
Postgraduate 9 3 12     
Total 33 32 65 11.76 3 <0.01 Highly Significant 

Source: Field Survey 

The relationship between education and migration is found to be highly significant (χ² = 11.76, p < 0.01). A substantial 
proportion of graduates (60%) and postgraduates (75%) have migrated, compared to only 20% among those with primary 
education. This clearly indicates that higher educational attainment enhances mobility and access to urban employment 
opportunities. The findings suggest that educated individuals are more likely to be attracted toward Bangalore due to better 
job prospects, higher income potential, and improved living standards. Thus, education emerges as a critical driver of 
migration and urban integration, reinforcing the role of human capital in regional transformation. 

Table 5: Residence Type and Occupation 

Residence Agriculture Non-Agriculture Total χ² df p-value Significance 
Rural 11 17 28     
Urban 1 36 37     
Total 12 53 65 14.52 1 <0.001 Highly Significant 

Source: Field Survey 

The association between residence type and occupation is highly significant (χ² = 14.52, p < 0.001). Among rural 
respondents, 39.3% are still engaged in agriculture, whereas in urban areas, only 2.7% depend on agriculture, with the 
majority (97.3%) involved in non-agricultural activities. This sharp contrast highlights the structural shift from agrarian to 
non-agrarian occupations as urbanization progresses. The findings clearly demonstrate that urban expansion in Tumkur is 
accompanied by occupational diversification, with increasing reliance on service, business, and informal sectors. This 
transformation is a hallmark of satellite city development driven by metropolitan influence. 

Table 6: Income and Migration Status 

Income (₹) Migrated Not Migrated Total χ² df p-value Significance 
<50,000 5 15 20     
50k–1L 10 9 19     
1L–3L 12 6 18     
>3L 6 2 8     
Total 33 32 65 10.34 3 <0.05 Significant 

Source: Field Survey 

The analysis reveals a statistically significant relationship between income and migration (χ² = 10.34, p < 0.05). Migration 
is relatively low (25%) among respondents earning below ₹50,000, but increases progressively with income, reaching 75% 
in the highest income group. This trend suggests that individuals with higher economic capacity are more capable of 
migrating and accessing opportunities in urban centers. At the same time, migration itself may contribute to higher income 
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levels, indicating a mutually reinforcing relationship. The findings emphasize the economic motivations behind migration 
and highlight income as both a cause and consequence of urban mobility. 

Table 7: Gender and Access to Urban Services 

Gender Good Access Poor Access Total χ² df p-value Significance 
Male 24 10 34     
Female 18 13 31     
Total 42 23 65 1.72 1 >0.05 Not Significant 

Source: Field Survey 

The distribution of access to urban services shows that 70.6% of males and 58.1% of females report good access. However, 
the chi-square test (χ² = 1.72, p > 0.05) indicates no statistically significant association between gender and access to 
services. This suggests that the benefits of urban expansion, such as improved infrastructure, transportation, and public 
services, are relatively evenly distributed across genders. The absence of significant disparity may reflect inclusive urban 
development policies and improved accessibility in Tumkur as it integrates with Bangalore’s metropolitan system. 

Table 8: Education and Perception of Urban Expansion 

Education Positive Negative Total χ² df p-value Significance 
Primary 4 6 10     
Secondary 9 9 18     
Graduate 18 7 25     
Postgraduate 10 2 12     
Total 41 24 65 9.85 3 <0.05 Significant 

Source: Field Survey 

A significant association is observed between education and perception of urban expansion (χ² = 9.85, p < 0.05). While only 
40% of respondents with primary education view urbanization positively, the proportion rises sharply among graduates 
(72%) and postgraduates (83.3%). This indicates that educated individuals are more likely to perceive urban growth as 
beneficial, possibly due to greater awareness of economic opportunities and improved living standards. Conversely, less 
educated respondents may experience challenges such as displacement or job insecurity, leading to less favorable 
perceptions. The findings highlight the role of education in shaping attitudes toward socio-economic change. 

Table 9: Occupation and Migration Status 

Occupation Migrated Not Migrated Total χ² df p-value Significance 
Agriculture 3 9 12     
Service 15 7 22     
Business 8 6 14     
Informal 7 10 17     
Total 33 32 65 8.21 3 <0.05 Significant 

Source: Field Survey 

The relationship between occupation and migration is statistically significant (χ² = 8.21, p < 0.05). Migration is highest 
among service sector employees (68.2%), followed by business (57.1%), while it is lowest among agricultural workers 
(25%). This pattern indicates that individuals engaged in non-agricultural occupations are more mobile and better positioned 
to take advantage of urban opportunities. The results reflect the declining importance of agriculture and the growing 
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dominance of the service sector in shaping migration patterns. This shift aligns with the broader process of urban economic 
restructuring in Tumkur. 

Table 10: Residence and Perception of Bangalore Influence 

Residence High Influence Low Influence Total χ² df p-value Significance 
Rural 12 16 28     
Urban 29 8 37     
Total 41 24 65 9.47 1 <0.01 Significant 

Source: Field Survey 

The association between residence and perception of Bangalore’s influence is statistically significant (χ² = 9.47, p < 0.01). 
A large majority of urban respondents (78.4%) perceive a high level of influence, compared to only 42.9% among rural 
respondents. This suggests that urban residents are more directly exposed to and affected by Bangalore’s economic, 
infrastructural, and cultural impact. Rural respondents, while influenced, experience these changes to a lesser extent. The 
findings confirm that Tumkur’s urban areas are increasingly integrated into the metropolitan orbit of Bangalore, reinforcing 
its role as a satellite city. 

Conclusion 

The present study, “Tumkur as a Satellite City of Bangalore: A Sociological Analysis of Urban Expansion,” demonstrates 
that Tumkur is undergoing a significant socio-economic transformation under the growing influence of Bangalore. The 
findings clearly indicate that urban expansion in Tumkur is not merely a spatial phenomenon but a multidimensional process 
affecting migration patterns, occupational structures, income levels, and social perceptions. The empirical analysis reveals 
that education, income, and occupation are key determinants of migration, with highly educated and service-sector 
respondents showing a greater tendency to move toward Bangalore. This reflects the strong economic pull exerted by the 
metropolitan center and highlights the role of human capital in facilitating mobility. At the same time, the study identifies 
a structural shift from agriculture to non-agricultural occupations, particularly in urban areas, indicating a transition toward 
a more diversified and urban-oriented economy. This transformation aligns with broader patterns of regional development 
where traditional agrarian systems gradually give way to service and industrial sectors. The statistical results further show 
that perceptions of urban expansion and metropolitan influence vary significantly across educational and residential 
categories. Urban residents and highly educated individuals tend to view the influence of Bangalore more positively, 
recognizing the opportunities associated with improved infrastructure, employment, and living standards. In contrast, rural 
and less educated respondents exhibit relatively cautious or mixed perceptions, possibly due to challenges such as livelihood 
insecurity and unequal access to resources. Interestingly, gender does not show a statistically significant association with 
migration or access to services, suggesting a gradual reduction in gender-based disparities in the context of urban growth. 
Overall, the study confirms that Tumkur is evolving into a transitional satellite city, characterized by increasing integration 
with Bangalore’s economic and social systems. The proximity to a major metropolitan hub has accelerated processes of 
urbanization, mobility, and socio-economic change, while simultaneously creating new challenges related to inequality, 
infrastructure, and sustainability. 
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