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Abstract:

“Viral Verses: Analyzing the Impact of Vachanas on the Current Generation Driven by AI” explores how the
powerful 12th-century Kannada Vachana tradition—shaped by visionary reformers like Basavanna, Akka
Mahadevi, and Allama Prabhu—finds new meaning in today’s Al-driven digital world. Though written centuries
ago, Vachanas speak in a voice that feels strikingly modern: brief, direct, emotionally intense, and socially
conscious. In many ways, their compact and thought-provoking style mirrors the short-form content that defines
contemporary social media culture. This study looks at how artificial intelligence is reshaping the way Vachanas
are preserved, translated, shared, and reinterpreted. Through digital platforms, recommendation algorithms, and
generative Al tools, these once orally transmitted spiritual reflections are now circulating as widely accessible
and culturally adaptable digital expressions. What was once carved in devotion is now carried by data. At the
same time, the research reflects on the deeper implications of this shift. When Al curates and presents spiritual
wisdom, how does it influence meaning, authenticity, and personal interpretation? By examining digital
engagement, educational usage, and online adaptations, the paper argues that Vachanas continue to inspire ethical
thinking, self-reflection, and social awareness among today’s youth. Rather than viewing Vachanas as relics of
devotional history, this study presents them as timeless “viral verses” — capable of connecting medieval reformist
thought with the algorithm-shaped consciousness of the present generation. In doing so, it highlights both the
promise and the complexity of carrying spiritual heritage into the age of artificial intelligence.

Keywords: Vachanas, Basavanna, Akka Mahadevi, Allama Prabhu, Artificial Intelligence, Digital Humanities,
Social Media Culture, Ethical Consciousness, Youth Engagement, Algorithmic Dissemination, Vernacular
Literature, Cultural Preservation.

Introduction:

Centuries before hashtags and viral posts, the saints of 12th-century Karnataka were already speaking in a
language that felt immediate, bold, and deeply personal. Through short, striking poetic reflections known as
Vachanas, reformers like Basavanna, Akka Mahadevi, and Allama Prabhu turned spirituality into a lived
experience rather than a distant ritual. Their words were simple, but their impact was profound—they questioned
inequality, rejected hollow traditions, and placed the individual’s inner truth above social status or material
wealth.
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Basavanna’s famous Vachana reminds us:

“The rich will make temples for Shiva.
What shall I, a poor man, do?

My legs are pillars,

the body the shrine,

the head a cupola of gold.

Things standing shall fall,

but the moving ever shall stay.”

With gentle clarity, he shifts the idea of devotion from stone temples to the human body itself. In doing so, he
makes spirituality accessible to everyone. It is a message that feels surprisingly modern—authentic, inclusive,
and focused on inner transformation rather than outward display.
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Even today, in a world full of social media, algorithms, and Al-generated content, Basavanna’s message feels
surprisingly modern. We live in an age where misinformation spreads instantly, online hate is common, and self-
promotion dominates feeds. This Vachana reminds us to pause and reflect:

e Share truth, not lies.
o Respond with empathy, not anger.
e Act with humility, not ego.

Al can amplify ideas, translate messages, and make content “go viral,” but it cannot teach ethics. The purity of
our intentions and the responsibility in our actions must guide how we use technology. In short, Basavanna’s
words are timeless—they show that no matter how advanced our tools become, human values like honesty,
compassion, and humility are what keep both our hearts and our digital spaces healthy.

Akka Mahadevi’s voice carries a different intensity—personal, passionate, and fearless:
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“Like a silkworm weaving
her house with love

from her marrow...

I burn desiring

what the heart desires.”

Her poetry speaks of longing, identity, and unwavering devotion. Even today, her words echo in a generation
searching for meaning, self-expression, and emotional honesty.

Allama Prabhu, with his sharp mysticism, challenged empty speech and superficial faith. His Vachanas urge
readers to look within, to move beyond appearances, and to experience truth rather than simply talk about it.

What makes Vachanas remarkable is not only their spiritual depth but also their form. They are brief, direct, and
impactful—much like the short pieces of content that dominate today’s digital platforms. In many ways, these
centuries-old verses resemble modern posts that go viral because they are honest, relatable, and thought-
provoking. Now, in an era shaped by artificial intelligence, these ancient words are finding new pathways. Al
tools translate, circulate, reinterpret, and even visually recreate Vachanas for contemporary audiences. What once
spread through oral tradition now travels through algorithms and digital feeds. This article explores that
fascinating journey—how the timeless wisdom of Vachanas connects with today’s Al-driven generation. It looks
at how these “viral verses” continue to inspire ethical reflection, social awareness, and personal growth, while
also raising important questions about authenticity and meaning in a digitally mediated world. By bringing
together medieval reformist thought and modern technology, the study reflects on how the past and the future
meet in the shared human search for truth.

Conclusion:

The journey of Vachanas—from the lived experiences of 12th-century Karnataka to today’s Al-driven digital
spaces—shows just how timeless powerful words can be. What began as a bold spiritual and social movement
led by voices like Basavanna, Akka Mahadevi, and Allama Prabhu continues to speak meaningfully to a
generation shaped by screens, speed, and algorithms. The strength of Vachanas lies in their simplicity. They are
short but deep, direct yet reflective. In a world where content is constantly scrolling past our eyes, these verses
invite us to pause. They ask questions that still matter—about equality, authenticity, devotion, justice, and the
courage to think independently. It is this clarity and honesty that make them feel surprisingly relevant even today.
Artificial intelligence has opened new doors for these ancient voices. Through digital archives, translations,
creative adaptations, and social media sharing, Vachanas are reaching audiences far beyond their original
boundaries. Yet this digital rebirth also reminds us to be thoughtful. When technology reshapes how wisdom is
presented, we must ensure that the heart of the message is not lost in the process.

In the end, Vachanas prove that meaningful ideas do not fade with time—they simply find new ways to travel.
Whether spoken in a 12th-century gathering or shared through a 21st-century algorithm, their message remains
deeply human. They remind us that true transformation begins within, and that even in an age driven by artificial
intelligence, the search for truth, purpose, and connection is still profoundly personal.

108



IntERNATIONAL JOoURNAL oF MuLtiDiscipLiNnarY EpucaTtionar ReEsearcH
WIRIIN ~ 1ssn:2277-7881(Print); tuact Facron:10.16(2026); I Vauwe:s. 165 151 Vauwe:2.286

PEER REVIEWED AND REFEREED INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL
(Fulfilled Suggests Parameters of UGC by IJMER)

(<14 ] Volume:15, Issue:3(2), March 2026
Scopus Review ID: A2B96D3ACF3FEA2A
E Article Received: Reviewed: Accepted

Publisher: Sucharitha Publication, India
Online Copy of Article Publication Available: www.ijmer.in

References:

1. https://www.sahapedia.org/index.php/the-vachanas-of-akkamahadevi-0

2. Chandrasekhar, Laxmi, Vijaya Guttal, Chennegowda, Vinaya Chaitanya and Pradeep Kumar, tr.
2005. Selected Vachanas of Saranas. Edited by H.S. Shivaprakash and O.L. Nagabhushanana Swamy.
Bangalore: Basava Samithi,

3. https://vachana.taralabalu.in/vachana.php?poet=137

4. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vachana_sahitya

5. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Basaveshwara

6. https://www.shutterstock.com/search/mahatma-basaveshwara

109



