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Abstract : Although Maharshi Gautama, the founder of the Nyaya school, does not explicitly list ‘Iévara’ as one of the
sixteen categories (padarthas) in his Nyayasiitra, the Naiyayikas cannot be regarded as atheists. For, in three sttras of the
first ahnika of the fourth chapter, he does refer to God. Moreover, later Naiyayikas such as Vatsyayana, Uddyotakara,
Vacaspati Misra, Udayanacarya, Gangesopadhyaya, and Jayanta Bhatta have discussed the nature of God in considerable
detail. Nyaya philosophy accepts the self (atman) as a fundamental principle. According to the Naiyayikas, the self is of
two kinds— the individual self (jivatman) and the supreme self (paramatman). This supreme self is ISvara. Although God
is not perceptible to the senses, the Naiyayikas hold that His existence can be established through logical reasoning. They
regard I$vara as the efficient cause (nimitta-karana) of the world. Aggregates of atoms serve as the material cause, the
conjunction of atoms constitutes the non-inherent cause (asamavayi-karana), and the unseen potency (adrsta) of living
beings functions as an auxiliary cause. Through the coordinated action of these causes, the world comes into being, and in
this entire process the governing presence of the supreme self— I$vara— is affirmed. I$vara is the controller and regulator
of the law of karma. He dispenses the proper results of actions performed by beings according to the order of adrsta. Even
the freedom of volition and action that living beings possess ultimately depends on His grace. It is His will, His prompting,
and His inner guidance that lead beings to engage in their respective actions.

Keywords : JTvatman, Paramatman (I$vara), The Nature of God (I$vara-svarilpa), Adrsta, Nimitta-karana, Veda-karta.
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