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THE SIGNIFICANCE OF GOEBBELS’ PROPAGANDA TO NAZI SUCCESS 
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Abstract 

In 1933, Joseph Goebbels became the director of the Ministry for Public Enlightenment and Propaganda [1]. Using various 
tactics pro- Nazism ideology, he influenced millions of European minds which contributed to Nazi success, making his 
tactics rather important in retrospect. Motivated by the belief that understanding how propaganda works, through real-life 
case studies, helps us dissect how totalitarian regimes consolidate control and power, this case study aims to assess the 
extent to which Joseph Goebbels’ propaganda strategies were instrumental in catalyzing and fostering the success of the 
Nazi Regime. As the Propaganda Minister, Goebbels orchestrated an extensive network of media control, visual spectacle, 
and emotional manipulation that influenced and shaped German society. Using Christine Counsell’s “5 Rs of significance” 
framework, this case study evaluates the short- and long-term social, political, and economic dimensions of employed 
propaganda tactics while situating them in relation to other contributing factors such as censorship and coercion. The paper 
concludes that Goebbels’ strategies were not merely supplementary but constituted a central mechanism of Nazi 
consolidation, serving as both a catalyst and foundation for the regime’s enduring influence. 

Keywords: Influence, Joseph Goebbels, Nazi Germany, Political Significance, Propaganda   

I. INTRODUCTION  

“The moment one becomes aware of propaganda, it loses its effectiveness" [2] stated Joseph Goebbels, the master 
propagandist himself. With the use of tactics such as emotional manipulation, use of visual imagery and mass media 
exploitation in propaganda, he was able to create ‘effective’ propaganda for Nazism. His said tactics influenced millions of 
people psychologically, which had social, political and economic impact on Germany during the 1930s that was beneficial 
for Hitler and his party. Under his control, The Nuremberg rallies were organized in Germany. They were carefully staged 
to reinforce The Nazi party’s strength and autonomy to the Germans and rest of the world through their impressiveness and 
enthusiasm. In addition to this, Goebbels was in charge of large-scale propaganda efforts. He produced films such as "The 
Eternal Jew" and advertised the newspaper "Der Stürmer" in order to encourage anti-Semitism under Nazi ideology. 
Goebbels also spread propaganda verbally to large audiences using the cheap and mass-produced Volksempfanger (people's 
receiver) radio [3]. Further, the 1936 Berlin Olympics were another example of how Goebbels wove propaganda into 
sporting events as well.  Overall, this paper will be arguing that the tactics used by this minister were greatly important for 
Nazism to succeed by imprinting a heavy influence on German society, culture and economy during Hitler’s reign.  

II. METHODOLOGY 

Although different historians have coined the term “significant” in contrasting ways when evaluating tactics, this case study 
assesses them as how they played a role socially, economically and politically to further pave a path for future events to 
follow, reviewing their long term and short-term significance (using Christine Counsell’s 5 Rs of significance approach [4]) 
and comparing other contributing factors to review the extent of their “importance” in leading to the outcome. The 5 Rs of 
significance are: Remarkable, Remembered, Resonant, Resulting in change, and Revealing. 

III. EVALUATION AND HISTORICAL ANALYSIS 

A.  SOCIAL SIGNIFICANCE 

Goebbels propaganda strategies can be viewed as socially significant for how they resulted in change in the German society 
of the 1930's that was beneficial for the Nazi party. The Nuremberg rallies employed many tactics such as repetition, 
reinforcement and emotional manipulation to achieve influence over the citizens. They were highly orchestrated and a 
technologically sophisticated form of propaganda, with the use of advanced searchlights, loudspeakers and radio 
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broadcasting for media coverage, designed to rally support for Hitler and his party [5]. Historian Hamilton T. Burden 
remarked on them as a, “frightening example of the awesome power of modern propaganda techniques. [6]” Revealing 
propaganda’s significance as a psychological tool. They provided a carefully structured framework within which a sense of 
group identity and community could be created amongst citizens by merging into the ‘mass’, and where the mechanism of 
mass suggestion could operate. Here, the purpose of the ‘suggestion’ was not to alter the nation's beliefs but to articulate 
that which the crowd already believed [7]. This psychological impact and emotional intensity evoked feelings of pride and 
patriotism amongst the public that resonated with them creating support and loyalty for the nazi party and its leaders. With 
the use of advanced cinematography and powerful editing, these grandiose celebrations of 1934 with over 850,000 attendees 
were captured and are remembered till date, in the infamous film” The Triumph of the Will” becoming a box office success 
[8]. After years of post-World War 1 instability and struggle, the people needed optimism and a passionate leader and 
Goebbels presented it to them through such annual events and using media in the form of mass hypnosis and suggestion. 
Since the rallies were annual from 1933-38, the technique of repetition further reinforced the beliefs and attitudes created, 
making the public more resistant to change.  

These tactics impacted the nation's youth as well. Textbooks with embedded propaganda controlled what students were 
taught in school and influenced them from a very young age to obey Hitler and Nazism with loyalty. Further Goebbels 
promoted the indoctrination of youth into organizations like The Hitler Youth and the League of German Girls [9]. This led 
to younger generations having less exposure to proper education, making this significant in the long term as they would 
have to be re-educated and have lasting social bias. Through these rallies and the propaganda tactics that they employed, 
Jews were represented as the reason for Germany's war defeat, demonic and nefarious threats to German society in the 
1930s. This justified atrocities and removed the moral barriers stopping their mass elimination, a desire of Hitlers. This 
prejudice against Jews has long term social significance as it has remained and been long lasting, shaping modern 
stereotypes against Jews that exist till date, such as Jews being considered materialistic, greedy and disloyal. [10] 

B. POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE 

From the political aspect, Goebbels propaganda tactics were important for Nazi success as they helped Hitler to achieve his 
imperialist interests under his foreign policy, Lebensraum. It was imperative for Hitler to grow the nazi empire in terms of 
size and economy and with the help of propaganda he was able to do so. In 1935, when the Saar plebiscite was held, 
Goebbels propaganda campaign emphasized the historical and cultural bonds that resonated amongst the area's population 
for Germany in addition to the economic stability and opportunities that would come with reintegration into Germany. It 
also sought to foster anti-French sentiment among the Saar population and highlight the injustices that took place under 
French occupation. By using tactics of promotion and downplaying the other side, the campaign was able to achieve a 
landslide victory with more than 90% of the region's population choosing Germany [11]. All in all, this event is highly 
remarked at by historians for its legality and the confidence boost it gave Hitler to continue expanding his empire. 
Furthermore, propaganda tactics were used to rally support for more expansionist policies, presenting annexations and 
militarism to the people as actions essential to restore Germany's glory and secure its place in the world. From an 
international perspective, Germany utilized propaganda to create the narrative that it was a victim of the harsh terms of the 
Treaty of Versailles. By doing so, it justified the 1935 rearmament and territorial ambitions as precautionary measures and 
through playing the victim to Britain and France so they wouldn’t take action. This revealed the magnitude of Nazi 
manipulation to that of a foreign extent. 

Additionally, Nazi propaganda exploited the concern of another horrific conflict similar to World War One to pressure the 
western powers to adopt the policy of appeasement, another remembered event. Propaganda presented Germany's territorial 
demands as reasonable and negotiable as a bargain for peace to prevent another devastating war.  The use of propaganda 
here was politically significant as it resulted in Britain and France pursuing appeasement, an inevitable cause for World 
War II and by increasing geopolitical tensions and threat across Europe in the late 1930s [12]. Additionally, modern 
propaganda tactics in terms of politics are [re]memorable for their long-term significance; by setting Germany's usage of it 
as a leading example for other totalitarian regimes such as communism in the USSR to exploit its power in their own ways. 
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C. ECONOMIC SIGNIFICANCE 

Nazi propaganda played a significant role in stimulating the recovery and growth of the German economy. It created 
perceptions and mindsets that were indirectly beneficial to economic growth and crucial for the implementation of economic 
policies. Historians and economists have since remarked on the utilization of propaganda to reduce unemployment in the 
nation [13]; unemployment had decreased from 42.8 million in 1933 to 0.8 million by 1939 [14]. Public Works initiatives 
and Reichsarbeitsdienst (the nation labor force) were heavily promoted by propaganda campaigns to generate jobs and 
opportunities, creating the perception of an active government that resonated amongst the public to shape a positive opinion 
and bolster support. It also promoted consumer culture through campaigns that encouraged people to spend more on goods, 
creating a stable supply and demand chain that led to economic recovery.  

Propaganda efforts were also directed towards foresting international trade partnerships by portraying Germany as a strong, 
booming and fully recovered nation that would be a reliable trading partner. It also promoted economic cooperation within 
the Axis alliance. German GDP growth went from -7% in 1931 and 1932 to +9 to +11% in each year 1936-1939 [15]. The 
short-term significance of these tactics lies in the rapid recovery of the economy that resulted in Germany being at par with 
western powers, creating fear for Britain and France, another factor responsible for the policy of appeasement. Additionally, 
it built the foundation of the country’s industrial strength, for which Nazism is highly remembered. However, in the long 
run, this made the economic model unsustainable post war due to its heavy reliance on exploitation and military, revealing 
the economy to be more focused on war than long term stability [16]. 

IV. DISCUSSION 

While Goebbels propaganda tactics were important for their contribution to Nazi success, other factors like fear tactics 
played a key role in holding significance too. 

In terms of social significance, fear tactics reinforced authority, thereby limiting breathing space for anti-Nazism protest 
groups and backlash against Hitler to grow.  Through Control and Censorship, a strong element of fear was established in 
German society. With the ominous presence of SA, SS and Hitler Youth members at the Nuremberg rallies, a sense of 
control and supervision was evident to the people [17]. This meant that the spectators were under the watchful eyes of the 
party. Control was further enhanced through more direct tactics like censorship. On October 4, 1933 Joseph Goebbels coined 
himself the warm-hearted protector of the German press as he introduced the Schriftleitergesetz, a law that fundamentally 
changed the work of journalists in Germany. Anyone who worked for the press was directly subordinate to the Ministry of 
Propaganda and was accountable to the Ministry [18]. Starting in 1934, it was illegal to criticize the Nazi government. Even 
telling a joke about Hitler was considered treachery. Free speech and freedom of the press, earlier established civil rights 
were abolished [19]. 

While propaganda tactics brought loyalty and support, fear tactics are what maintained their unconditionality by force 
throughout Hitler’s reign. This held political significance too by keeping the nazi government powerful by political stability, 
which was important to keep the empire from crumbling by resistance groups, the way the Weimar Republic did. From an 
economic point of view, fear of prosecution and incarceration inhibited opposition against Nazi economic policies. This 
prevented businesses and labor organizations from challenging the regime's authority over wages, prices, and the allocation 
of resources. Additionally, the obedience as a result of the fear of being labelled an enemy of the state or sent to a 
concentration camp helped the regime mobilize resources for the war effort.  

VI. CONCLUSION 

Using the 5 R’s approach to assess significance, propaganda tactics employed by Joseph Goebbels can be viewed as 
significant for their short-term contribution to Nazi success and the long-term events they influenced socially, politically 
and economically. They played a pivotal role in shaping the trajectory of Germany in terms of its culture, politics and the 
economy. But the use of propaganda solely cannot be credited to Nazi success since fear tactics too, were instrumental for 
Nazi success.  
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However had Joseph Goebbels not been appointed as the propaganda minister, Nazi Germany wouldn’t have had as strong 
an ability as it did to control narratives and manipulate public opinion. This would mean that the party's popularity would’ve 
been reduced significantly along with its overall success domestically and further internationally. Without Goebbels and his 
tactics focusing on certain campaigns like that of Saar plebiscite or those portraying Hitler as an infallible leader, the 
trajectory of Nazi events that led to success could’ve been hindered. That’s why his propaganda tactics were the most 
important in retrospect as they primarily functioned as a platform and catalyst for Nazi success.  
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