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Abstract 

 

Women’s empowerment and entrepreneurship are deeply interlinked forces that drive inclusive and sustainable 

economic growth. In India, women constitute nearly half of the population, yet their participation in formal 

entrepreneurship and business ownership remains comparatively low. The micro, small, and medium enterprise 

(MSME) sector—often referred to as the backbone of the Indian economy—offers significant potential for 

enhancing women’s socio-economic empowerment. Women-led MSMEs contribute not only to income 

generation and employment but also to social transformation by improving decision-making power, confidence, 

and overall well-being among women. It also highlights key government initiatives such as the Stand-Up India 

Scheme, Mudra Yojana, and Mahila E-Haat that aim to strengthen women’s participation in business. 

Furthermore, the review discusses the emerging opportunities brought by digitalization, technological innovation, 

and evolving social attitudes toward women entrepreneurs. The inferences concludes that while substantial 

progress has been made in integrating women into the entrepreneurial ecosystem, persistent structural, cultural, 

and financial barriers continue to hinder their growth. Strengthening institutional support, enhancing access to 

finance and markets, and promoting digital literacy are essential to unlock the full potential of women-led 

MSMEs. The paper ultimately underscores the importance of viewing women entrepreneurship not merely as an 

economic activity but as a transformative tool for achieving gender equity and inclusive development in India. 
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