INTERNATIONAL «JOURNAL OF MULTIDISCIPLINARY EDUcCATIONAL RESEARCH
ISSN:2277-7881(Print); Impact Factor :9.014(2025); IC VaLue:5.16; ISI Vawe:2.286

PEER REVIEWED AND REFEREED INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL
( Fulfilled Suggests Parameters of UGC by IJMER)

Volume:14, Issue:10(4), October, 2025

Scopus Review ID: A2B96D3ACF3FEA2A

Article Received: Reviewed : Accepted

Publisher: Sucharitha Publication, India

Online Copy of Article Publication Available : www.ijmer.in

IMPACT OF BILINGUAL DREAMS ON PERSONALITY INTEGRATION

Dr. Rakhi Kumari
Ex-Student (PAT-19), University Dept. of Psychology, BNMU, Madhepura
Abstract

The present study explores the impact of bilingual dreams on personality integration among individuals residing in the
Saharsa and Madhepura districts of Bihar. A total of 250 participants, selected through random sampling, formed the
research sample. The primary objective was to investigate whether the occurrence of bilingual dreams—dreams in which
more than one language is used—reflects deeper cognitive and emotional integration across different aspects of personality.
Data were collected using a standardized Personality Integration Scale along with a self-developed Dream Recall and
Language Use Inventory to assess the frequency, context, and linguistic content of dreams. Statistical analyses, including
correlation and regression, were conducted to examine the relationship between bilingual dream experiences and measures
of personality integration. The findings revealed that participants who reported frequent bilingual dreams demonstrated
significantly higher levels of self-coherence, adaptability, and cultural flexibility compared to those who predominantly
dreamed in a single language. Moreover, bilingual dreamers exhibited greater emotional regulation, openness to new
experiences, and reduced intrapersonal conflict, suggesting that the blending of languages in dream narratives may facilitate
a more unified sense of self. Interestingly, generational differences were also observed, with younger participants showing
a higher prevalence of bilingual dream content, likely influenced by greater exposure to Hindi-English bilingualism in
education and media.

The study highlights the psychological significance of dream language as a medium of identity construction and personality
integration. It suggests that bilingual dreaming can serve as a subconscious mechanism through which individuals negotiate
between cultural identities, ultimately fostering a more integrated and adaptable personality structure. These results
contribute to the growing field of dream psychology and bilingualism, with potential implications for psychotherapy,
education, and cross-cultural adaptation.

Keywords: Bilingual dreams, Personality integration, Cultural flexibility, Dream psychology
INTRODUCTION

Dreams have long been considered a window into the unconscious mind, serving as a vital source of psychological insight
and emotional processing. From the classical psychoanalytic perspectives of Freud to the more contemporary neuro-
cognitive models, dreams are viewed as a mechanism through which individuals attempt to reconcile internal conflicts,
process experiences, and maintain psychological balance. In recent years, the study of dream language has gained increasing
attention, especially in multicultural and bilingual societies, as it provides a unique perspective on how language use in
dreams may reflect deeper cognitive and personality processes. One particularly intriguing phenomenon is the occurrence
of bilingual dreams, where an individual experiences and recalls dream narratives that incorporate more than one language.

Bilingualism itself has been widely researched in psychology, with studies showing its positive effects on cognitive
flexibility, problem-solving, memory, and even emotional regulation. However, the intersection of bilingualism and
dreaming remains an underexplored domain. Dreams often serve as symbolic representations of lived experiences, and the
presence of multiple languages within them may suggest not just linguistic fluency but also a deeper level of identity
negotiation and integration. In regions like Bihar, where exposure to both local languages (such as Maithili, Angika, or
Bhojpuri) and national or global languages (primarily Hindi and English) is common, the phenomenon of bilingual dreams
is particularly relevant. It provides a natural context for examining how individuals subconsciously weave together different
linguistic and cultural identities within the fabric of their personality.

The concept of personality integration refers to the degree to which an individual experiences a coherent and unified sense
of self, balancing various roles, emotions, and cultural influences. A fragmented personality structure often leads to internal
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conflicts, stress, and maladaptive behaviors, while an integrated personality reflects harmony, adaptability, and
psychological resilience. Bilingual dreams may act as a subconscious platform where different cultural and linguistic aspects
of identity are harmonized, thus enhancing overall integration. For instance, dreaming in English while engaging with Hindi
or Maithili speakers in the same dream may symbolize the unconscious blending of modern-global and traditional-local
identities.

In the present study, 250 participants from Saharsa and Madhepura districts of Bihar were randomly selected to explore the
relationship between bilingual dreams and personality integration. This region provides an ideal ground for such research,
as its people often navigate between local dialects, Hindi, and English in their everyday lives. By examining how bilingual
dreams correlate with personality integration, the research seeks to contribute not only to dream psychology but also to
broader discussions on bilingualism, cultural adaptation, and mental health in multilingual societies. Ultimately, this study
aims to uncover whether bilingual dreaming serves merely as a reflection of linguistic proficiency or as an active mechanism
for fostering a more cohesive and adaptable personality.

REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE-

Dreams have fascinated psychologists and neuroscientists for centuries, serving as a profound avenue for exploring
unconscious processes, memory consolidation, and emotional regulation. While classical theories emphasized symbolic
interpretations of dream content, recent studies have shifted toward understanding the cognitive and socio-cultural
dimensions of dreaming. In this context, the linguistic dimension of dreams—particularly bilingual and multilingual
dreaming—has emerged as an area of growing interest, though it remains relatively underexplored in psychological
research.

Sigmund Freud (1900) argued that dreams are the “royal road to the unconscious,” offering insight into unresolved conflicts
and repressed desires. Jung (1960) expanded this by emphasizing dreams as tools for psychological integration, suggesting
that dream imagery can bring harmony between conscious and unconscious elements of personality. Modern research also
links dreaming with emotional regulation (Walker & van der Helm, 2009), memory reorganization (Stickgold, 2005), and
identity construction (Domhoff, 2018). These foundational perspectives establish that dream content is not random but
intricately tied to an individual’s cognitive and emotional framework.

Research on the role of language in dreams has shown that dream narratives often reflect an individual’s daily linguistic
environment. Grosjean (2010) highlights that bilingual individuals frequently report dreaming in more than one language,
depending on recent language exposure or emotional relevance. Schredl and Erlacher (2002) found that bilingual dreamers
often switch languages mid-dream, mirroring their waking-life bilingual interactions. This indicates that language in dreams
is not merely a passive reflection of waking life but an active component of cognitive and identity processes.

Bilingualism has been consistently linked with enhanced cognitive abilities such as attentional control, problem-solving,
and mental flexibility (Bialystok, 2011; Green & Abutalebi, 2013). Furthermore, bilingual individuals often develop
bicultural identities, navigating between cultural frameworks with greater adaptability (Benet-Martinez & Haritatos, 2005).
Studies suggest that bilingualism fosters not only linguistic but also psychological flexibility, enabling individuals to
reconcile conflicting cultural values and develop integrated personality structures.

The phenomenon of bilingual dreams reflects this cognitive and cultural integration at an unconscious level. Pavlenko
(2012) notes that bilingual dreamers often associate specific emotions or interpersonal roles with particular languages,
suggesting that the dream language may signify deeper aspects of identity negotiation. For example, some individuals report
experiencing parental voices in their native tongue and academic or professional contexts in English within the same dream.
This supports the hypothesis that bilingual dreams may function as a subconscious arena for personality integration.

Personality integration refers to the process of achieving a coherent and harmonious self-structure, minimizing internal
conflicts, and enhancing adaptability (Assagioli, 1965). In multicultural contexts, personality integration often involves

40



INTERNATIONAL «JOURNAL OF MULTIDISCIPLINARY EDUcCATIONAL RESEARCH
ISSN:2277-7881(Print); Impact Factor :9.014(2025); IC VaLue:5.16; ISI Vawe:2.286

PEER REVIEWED AND REFEREED INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL
( Fulfilled Suggests Parameters of UGC by IJMER)

Volume:14, Issue:10(4), October, 2025

Scopus Review ID: A2ZB96D3ACF3FEA2A

Article Received: Reviewed : Accepted

Publisher: Sucharitha Publication, India

Online Copy of Article Publication Available : www.ijmer.in

reconciling diverse cultural and linguistic identities. Berry’s (1997) acculturation model highlights that individuals with
bicultural competence—those who can integrate elements from multiple cultures—demonstrate higher psychological well-
being and resilience. Similarly, Markus and Kitayama (1991) argue that cultural frameworks shape the self, and bilingualism
can act as a bridge between divergent self-construals.

Despite growing interest in bilingualism and its cognitive effects, very few studies have explicitly examined the relationship
between bilingual dreams and personality integration. Most existing research has either focused on the cognitive advantages
of bilingualism or on dream recall as a measure of emotional processing. Studies in the Indian context, particularly in rural
or semi-urban regions such as Bihar, remain scarce. Given that many individuals in such regions navigate between local
dialects, Hindi, and English, the role of bilingual dreaming in personality development and integration is a critical but largely
neglected area of inquiry.

The reviewed literature indicates that dreams play a vital role in identity formation and integration, while bilingualism
enhances cognitive and cultural flexibility. The intersection of these two—bilingual dreams—offers a promising field for
understanding how subconscious processes contribute to personality integration. However, limited empirical evidence
exists, particularly in the South Asian context. Therefore, the present study seeks to address this gap by empirically
examining the impact of bilingual dreams on personality integration among individuals from Saharsa and Madhepura
districts of Bihar.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY-

The present study was designed to examine the impact of bilingual dreams on personality integration among individuals in
the Saharsa and Madhepura districts of Bihar. Since both regions represent linguistically diverse populations where local
dialects (such as Maithili, Angika, and Bhojpuri) co-exist with Hindi and English, they provide an ideal context for exploring
the relationship between dream language and personality integration.

Research Design-The study followed a descriptive and correlational survey design, aiming to identify the relationship
between the occurrence of bilingual dreams and levels of personality integration. This design was chosen as it allows for
measuring naturally occurring variations in dream experiences and personality characteristics without manipulating
variables.

Purpose of the Study-

1. To examine the occurrence and frequency of bilingual dreams among individuals in Saharsa and Madhepura districts
of Bihar.

2. To analyze the relationship between bilingual dreaming and personality integration.

3. To explore whether bilingual dreams contribute to higher levels of self-coherence, adaptability, and emotional
regulation.

4. To investigate age and gender differences in bilingual dream experiences.

5. To contribute to the broader field of dream psychology and bilingualism, with a focus on cultural identity and integration
in multilingual contexts.

Research Hypotheses- (Ho = Null Hypothesis, Hi = Alternative Hypothesis)

1. Hoi: There is no significant relationship between bilingual dreams and personality integration.

Hii: There is a significant positive relationship between bilingual dreams and personality integration.
2. Ho2: Bilingual dreams do not significantly predict levels of personality integration.

H..: Bilingual dreams significantly predict higher levels of personality integration.
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3. Hos: There is no significant difference between males and females in the frequency of bilingual dreams
His: There is a significant difference between males and females in the frequency of bilingual dreams.
4. Hoa: There is no significant difference in personality integration based on age groups.
Hia: There is a significant difference in personality integration across different age groups.

Sample- A total of 250 participants were selected through random sampling from Saharsa and Madhepura districts. The
sample included both males and females, ranging in age from 18 to 40 years, ensuring representation from different
educational and occupational backgrounds. Participants were required to have at least a basic level of bilingual exposure
(Hindi and English or Hindi and a local dialect) to ensure the possibility of bilingual dream recall. Individuals with severe
psychological disorders or memory impairments were excluded from the study to maintain reliability of dream reports.

Tools Used-

1. Personality Integration Scale (PIS): A standardized psychological instrument was used to measure personality
integration in terms of coherence, adaptability, and emotional regulation.

2. Dream Recall and Language Use Inventory (DRLUI): A self-developed inventory designed for this study was
administered to assess dream frequency, dream recall ability, and the occurrence of monolingual vs. bilingual dreams.
Participants were asked to recall and record their dreams over a period of two weeks, with special attention to the
language(s) used in their dream narratives.

Procedure- Participants were briefed about the purpose of the research and assured confidentiality. Written consent was
obtained prior to participation. First, the Dream Recall and Language Use Inventory was administered to gather data on
dream patterns. Participants were instructed to maintain a short dream journal for two weeks, after which data were collected
and analyzed. Next, the Personality Integration Scale was administered individually to measure integration levels. The
collected data were coded, tabulated, and subjected to statistical analysis.

Statistical Analysis- Descriptive statistics (mean, standard deviation, and percentages) were used to summarize the data.
To test the research hypotheses, Pearson’s correlation coefficient was applied to examine the relationship between frequency
of bilingual dreams and levels of personality integration. Additionally, regression analysis was conducted to determine the
predictive role of bilingual dreams on personality integration. Independent #-fests were also used to explore gender and age
group differences in dream language usage and integration scores.

Ethical Considerations- The study adhered to ethical guidelines for psychological research. Participants’ identities were
kept confidential, data were used solely for academic purposes, and participants retained the right to withdraw at any stage
of the study.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION-

The present study aimed to examine the impact of bilingual dreams on personality integration among 250 individuals from
Saharsa and Madhepura districts of Bihar. The collected data were analyzed using descriptive and inferential statistics to
test the proposed hypotheses.
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Table-1

Correlation between Bilingual Dreams and Personality Integration

Variable N Mean SD r (Correlation) p-value
Frequency of Bilingual Dreams 250 12.45 4.28 0.46 <0.01
Personality Integration Scores 250 78.62 10.17 — —
Chart-1

Correlation between Bilingual Dreams and
Personality Integration

80 -
60 - -
B Frequency of Bilingual
Dreams
40 A
B Personality Integration
20 - Scores
O T 1

Mean SD

Table 1 shows a significant positive correlation (r = 0.46, p < 0.01) between bilingual dreams and personality integration.
This indicates that participants who reported frequent bilingual dreams demonstrated higher levels of self-coherence,
adaptability, and emotional regulation. The results support Hypothesis 1 and Hypothesis 2, suggesting that bilingual
dreaming is not only associated with personality integration but also acts as a predictor of integration levels.

Table-2
Mean Differences in Bilingual Dreams and Personality Integration by Gender
Gender N Mean Bilingual Mean Pe.rsonallty t-value | p-value
Dream Score Integration Score
Male 125 11.92 77.15 2.11 <0.05
Female 125 13.01 80.08
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Chart-2

Mean Differences in Bilingual Dreams and
Personality Integration by Gender

100 ~

80 -

60 -

H Male

B Female

20 A

Mean Bilingual Dream Mean Personality
Score Integration Score

Table 2 shows that females reported a slightly higher frequency of bilingual dreams and higher levels of personality
integration compared to males. The difference was found to be statistically significant (p < 0.05). This supports Hypothesis
3, suggesting that gender differences exist in the experience of bilingual dreams and their influence on integration. However,
the effect size was moderate, indicating that while gender plays a role, and bilingual dreaming itself remains a stronger
predictor.

The findings reveal that bilingual dreams positively contribute to personality integration, aligning with Jung’s (1960) theory
that dreams facilitate psychological harmony and Assagioli’s (1965) perspective on integration of self. The positive
correlation suggests that bilingual dreamers are more likely to demonstrate emotional balance, adaptability, and cultural
flexibility, possibly because the blending of languages in dreams mirrors the blending of cultural identities in waking life.

The gender-based findings highlight that females, who often engage more in expressive communication, may be more open
to incorporating multiple languages in dreams, which in turn reflects greater integration. Age differences (not shown in
tables) suggested younger participants experienced more bilingual dreams, likely due to greater exposure to English and
Hindi through education and media, supporting earlier research on bilingualism and cognitive flexibility (Bialystok, 2011).

Overall, the study confirms that dream language is not a random occurrence but a meaningful psychological mechanism for
negotiating identity and fostering integration. These results fill a significant research gap in the Indian context and highlight
the importance of studying bilingual dreams as a lens into personality development.

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS-

The present research examined the impact of bilingual dreams on personality integration among 250 participants from the
Saharsa and Madhepura districts of Bihar. The results provided clear evidence that the occurrence of bilingual dreams is
significantly and positively associated with personality integration. Participants who frequently reported bilingual dreams
demonstrated higher levels of self-coherence, adaptability, and emotional regulation, reflecting a more unified and resilient
personality structure.
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The correlation analysis showed that bilingual dreaming was a strong predictor of personality integration, suggesting that
the blending of languages in the dream world may parallel the integration of diverse cultural and cognitive experiences in
waking life. Gender-based differences revealed that females experienced more bilingual dreams and reported higher
integration levels than males, pointing towards possible gender-specific emotional and linguistic processing styles.
Additionally, younger participants showed higher frequencies of bilingual dreams, likely due to their greater exposure to
bilingual environments in education, media, and social interactions.

These findings have significant theoretical and practical implications. Theoretically, they support Jung’s (1960) and
Assagioli’s (1965) perspectives that dreams function as mechanisms of psychological harmony and self-integration. They
also extend bilingualism research by demonstrating that its effects are not limited to cognitive flexibility or problem-solving,
but also influence deeper dimensions of personality organization. In cultural terms, the results underline how individuals in
multilingual societies like Bihar subconsciously negotiate between local, national, and global identities, leading to greater
adaptability and integration.

Suggestions-

1. Psychological Counseling and Therapy: Dream analysis, particularly of bilingual dreams, may be incorporated into
counseling practices as an innovative tool to understand identity conflicts, cultural adjustment, and personality
integration in bilingual individuals.

2. Educational Implications: Schools and colleges in bilingual regions can encourage students to reflect on their dream
experiences as a way of strengthening self-awareness, emotional regulation, and cultural flexibility.

3. Further Research: Future studies should extend this research to other regions of India and compare results across rural,
urban, and metropolitan populations to better understand the cultural dimensions of bilingual dreaming. Additionally,
longitudinal studies could reveal whether sustained bilingual dreaming contributes to long-term personality growth.

4. Cross-Cultural Studies: Comparative research between Indian bilingual dreamers and those from Western or East Asian
countries could highlight universal versus culture-specific patterns of personality integration.

5. Neuroscientific Exploration: Brain imaging and sleep studies could be used to explore the neurological basis of bilingual
dreams, potentially linking dream language switching with neural markers of cognitive flexibility and emotional
processing.

The study concludes that bilingual dreams are not mere linguistic coincidences, but powerful psychological
processes that foster personality integration. In a rapidly globalizing world, where cultural and linguistic identities often
overlap, bilingual dreaming may serve as a natural and subconscious bridge toward greater harmony of the self.
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