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Abstract

The Extremism is "the quality or state of being extreme" or "the advocacy of extreme measures or views". The term
is primarily used in a political or religious sense, to refer to an ideology that is considered by the speaker or by some implied
shared social consensus to be far outside the mainstream attitudes of a society.The Indian national movement was 200
yearlong struggle and effort made by freedom fighters. Thousands of extremists sacrificed their life to get independence.
We were degraded, harassed, raped and killed by the British cruel rulers. On those days we don’t have any right to express
our self. The freedom struggle was millions of people’s burning desire and ever forgotten effort of freedom fighters.
Extremists were not satisfied with moderate’s method which was followed by them. Extremists applied violence methods
and they created fear among the British cruel rulers. According to balagangadhar tilak “independence is my birth right i
shall have it” it was most populous and lead to participate in national movement with fearlessly. We got independence in
15 august 1947 not only non violence methods behind there was thousands of extremists were scarified their life. There are
several members played important role they are like lala lajapathi Rai, Balagangadhar Tilak and Bipinchandrapal. They
were travelled throughout in our country to aware among all the citizens of India. It was spread grass root level of our
country at that time. Because of extremists effort British personnel agreed to provide some facilities in our country with
immediate effect. The Early Nationalists failed to attain their objectives, giving rise to another group of leaders known as
Assertive or Extremist Nationalists. The most prominent leaders of the Assertive Nationalists were Bal Gangadhar Tilak,
Lala Lajpat Rai and Bipin Chandra Pal, who are known collectively as the Lal-Bal-Pal. Thus extremism rose in three main
regions of Punjab, Maharashtra, and Bengal. The extremists had aggressive demands and had a radical approach. The
Partition of Bengal was the direct cause of the Rise of Extremism in the Indian National Movement. The partition of Bengal
in 1905 opened the eyes of the Indians to the true colors of the British rulers. Three factors for radicalization are highlighted
in this document: Financial instability, mental health, and social factors. Once involved in extremist groups, common
experiences participants shared was a feeling of family and friendship, a sense of power, and having a new mission in life.
The goal of extremist leaders was to make Indians to be self-reliant and to develop self-respect. They asked people to
become fearless and strong to come out of their sad condition. As their demand was much more radical as compared to
Moderates, they were called Extremists. Their radical ideology and programme became popular during the movement
against Partition of Bengal, also known as the ‘Swadeshi Movement’. Boycott’ of foreign goods and promotion of
‘Swadeshi’ goods to give impetus to the growth of indigenous industry and commerce. The Extremist leaders disfavoured
the use of violence against British rule and did not approve the methods of political murder and assassination used by the
Indian revolutionaries.

Key words: Extremism, National Movement. Goals and Achievements of Extremits.
Introduction

The Indian independence movement was a series of historic events with the ultimate aim of ending British rule in
India. It lasted from 1857 to 1947. The first nationalistic revolutionary movement for Indian independence emerged
from Bengal. It later took root in the newly formed Indian National Congress with prominent moderate leaders seeking the
right to appear for Indian Civil Service examinations in British India, as well as more economic rights for natives. The first
half of the 20th century saw a more radical approach towards self-rule by the Lal Bal Pal triumvirate, Aurobindo
Ghosh and V. O. Chidambaram Pillai. The last stages of the self-rule struggle from the 1920s was characterized by Congress'
adoption of Gandhi's policy of non-violence and civil disobedience. Intellectuals such as Rabindranath Tagore, Subramania
Bharati, and Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay spread patriotic awareness. Female leaders like Sarojini Naidu, Pritilata
Waddedar, and Kasturba Gandhi promoted the emancipation of Indian women and their participation in the freedom
struggle. B. R. Ambedkar championed the cause of the disadvantaged sections of Indian society. Some leaders followed a
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more violent approach. This became especially popular after the Rowlatt Act, which permitted indefinite detention. The Act
sparked protests across India, especially in Punjab Province (British India) where they were violently suppressed in
the Jallianwala Bagh massacre. Frustrated by perceived Congress inaction, revolutionaries such as Bhagat Singh, Shivaram
Rajguru, Sukhdev Thapar, Chandra Shekhar Azad, and Subhas Chandra Bose resorted to violent means. Bose famously
allied himself with the Axis powers and formed the Azad Hind. Meanwhile, Singh, Rajguru, Thapar, and Azad assassinated
key British officers, and bombed Government buildings.

In the beginning of the 20th century, a different group emerged which had a rather aggressive approach against the
British Empire. This group was called the Extremist and did not believe in the peaceful stance of the Moderate leaders. The
Extremists believed in the ideology of ‘Swaraj” which meant complete freedom from British rule. They did not stick to
constitutional methods to protest and demand. They resorted to boycotts, strikes, etc. They were different from the Moderate
leaders as Moderates were only demanding an increased share of Indians in the administration and military system.

Objectives of the Paper

1.To study the nature, scope and importance extremists groups in freedom movement.
2. To brief explanation about the methods of extremists in freedom movement.

3. To study the evolution of extremist groups in India.

4. To analyze the ideology of extremist groups.

5. To describe the extremist groups and Indian national movement.

Methodology
Keeping in view of the objectives of the study in mind a combination of historical methods are employed in this
study. To study the circumstances that led to Indian National movement by extremist groups at National level and
International level to study the various provisions of Extremist groups. To study the profile of the study area a combination
of historical and descriptive methods will be followed.
Hypotheses

Based on the objectives of the paper the following hypotheses were framed for the project work:

1. The Extremist groups were played a predominant role in Independence movement.
2. The Extremism groups were played 100% succeeded in freedom movement.

Scope of the study

The scope of the study includes the review of the experiences of the extremist freedom fighter. It is totally related
extremist Nationalism. Present study is based on freedom struggle by extremists. Extremists groups were struggled a lot for
freedom movement. In this study several movements analyzed by theme.
Data Collection

A part of the primary data was collected from internet and magazines in India. And other relevant data were

collected by studying the reports of government and commissions, census reports and news etc. the secondary data collected
from government offices records. Some information gathered from books.

41



| I e A s e e e

JI% 777777777 ISSN:2277-7881; Impact Factor :9.014(2025); IC Vawe:5.16; ISI VaLue:2.286
ELE UGC Approved (2017), Peer Reviewed and Refereed International Journal

Volume:14, Issue:1(2), January: 2025

[=] Scopus Review ID: A2ZB96D3ACF3FEA2A

Cover Page Article Received: Reviewed : Accepted

Publisher: Sucharitha Publication, India
Online Copy of Article Publication Available : www.ijmer.in

Early Rebellions

Maveeran Alagumuthu Kone was an early rebel against the British presence in Tamil Nadu. He became a military
leader in the town of Ettayapuram and was defeated in battle against the British and Maruthanayagam's forces. He was
executed in 1757.1%1 He was considered among the earliest freedom fighters. Tamil Nadu Government under former Chief
Minister J. Jayalalithaa inaugurated his statute in Chennai, opposite to Egmore Railway station.!!'”Puli Thevar opposed
the Nawab of Arcot, who was supported by the British.

In Eastern India and across the country, Indigenous communities organized numerous rebellions against the British
and their fellow dominant caste oppressors, especially landlords and moneylenders. One of the earliest of these on record
was led by Binsu Manki around 1771 over the transfer of Jharkhand to the East India Company.['!! The Rangpur Dhing took
place from 1782 to 1783 in nearby Rangpur, Bengal.!'* Following the Binsu Manki's revolt in Jharkhand, numerous
rebellions across the region took place including the Bhumij Revolt of Manbhum from 1798 to 1799; the Chero Uprising
of Palamu in 1800 under the leadership of Bhukan Singh, and two uprising of the Munda community in Tamar region,
during 1807 led by Dukan Mank, and 1819-20 under the leadership Bundu and Konta. The Ho Rebellion took place when
the Ho community first came in contact with the British, from 1820 to 1821 near Chaibasa on the Roro River in West
Singhbhum, but were defeated by the technologically enhanced colonial cavalry.["11¢ A Jarger Bhumij Revolt occurred
near Midnapur in Bengal, under the leadership of Ganga Narain Singh who had previously also been involved in co-leading
the Chuar Rebellions in these regions from 1771 to 1809.!'") Syed Mir Nisar Ali Titumir was an Islamic preacher who led a
peasant uprising against the Hindu Zamindars of Bengal and the British during the 19th century. Along with his followers,
he built a bamboo fort (Bansher Kella in Bengali) in Narkelberia Village, which gained a prominent place into Bengali folk
legend. After the storming of the fort by British soldiers, Titumir died of his wounds on 19 November 183 1. These rebellions
lead to larger regional movements in Jharkhand and beyond such as the Kol Insurrection led by Singhray and Binray Manki,
where the Munda, Kol, Oraon, and Ho communities united to rebel against the "outsiders" from 1830 -1833.

The Santhal Hul was a movement of over 60,000 Santhals that happened from 1855 to 1857 (but started as early as
1784) and was particularly led by siblings - brothers Sidhu, Kanhu, Chand and Bhairav and their sisters Phulo and Jhano
from the Murmu clan in its most fervent years that lead up to the Revolt of 1857. More than 100 years of such escalating
rebellions created grounds for a large, impactful, millenarian movement in Eastern India that again shook the foundations
of British rule in the region, under the leadership of Birsa Munda. Birsa Munda belonged to the Munda community and lead
thousands of people from Munda, Oraon, and Kharia communities in "Ulgulaan" (revolt) against British political expansion
and those who advanced it, against forceful conversions of Indigenous peoples into Christianity (even creating a Birsaite
movement), and against the displacement of Indigenous peoples from their lands. To subdue these rising tensions which
were getting increasingly out of control of the British, they aggressively set out to search for Birsa Munda, even setting up
areward for him. They brutally attacked the Dombari Hills where Birsa had repaired a water tank and made his revolutionary
headquarters between January 7-9, 1900, murdering a minimum of 400 of the Munda warriors who had congregated there,
akin to the attacks on the people at Jallianwallah Bagh, however, receiving much less attention. The hills are known as
"Topped Buru" today - the mound of the dead. Birsa was ultimately captured in the Jamkopai forest in Singhbhum, and
assassinated by the British in jail in 1900, with rushed cremation/burial conducted to ensure his movement was
subdued.H13127]

The toughest resistance the Company experienced was offered by Mysore. The Anglo-Mysore Wars were a series
of wars fought in over the last three decades of the 18th century between the Kingdom of Mysore on the one hand, and the
British East India Company (represented chiefly by the Madras Presidency), and Maratha Confederacy and the Nizam of
Hyderabad on the other. Hyder Ali and his successor Tipu Sultan fought a war on four fronts with the British attacking from
the west, south, and east, while the Marathas and the Nizam's forces attacked from the north. The fourth war resulted in the
overthrow of the house of Hyder Ali and Tipu (who was killed in the final war, in 1799), and the dismantlement of Mysore
to the benefit of the East India Company, which won and took control of much of India.?®! Pazhassi Raja was the prince
regent of the princely state of Cotiote in North Malabar, near Kannur, India between 1774 and 1805. He fought a guerrilla
war with tribal people from Wynad supporting him. He was captured by the British and his fort was razed to the ground.
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In 1766 the Nizam of Hyderabad transferred the Northern Circars to the British authority. The independent king Jagannatha
Gajapati Narayan Deo II of Paralakhemundi estate situated in today's Odisha and in the northernmost region of the then
political division was continuously revolting against the French occupants since 1753 as per the Nizam's earlier handover
of his estate to them on similar grounds. Narayan Deo II fought the British at Jelmur fort on 4 April 1768 and was defeated
due to superior firepower of the British. He fled to the tribal hinterlands of his estate and continued his efforts against the
British authority until his natural death on the Fifth of December 1771.

Rani Velu Nachiyar (1730-1796), was a queen of Sivaganga from 1760 to 1790. Rani Nachiyar was trained in war
match weapons usage, martial arts like Valari, Silambam (fighting using stick), horse riding and archery. She was a scholar
in many languages and she had proficiency with languages like French, English, and Urdu. When her husband,
Muthuvaduganathaperiya Udaiyathevar, was killed in battle with British soldiers and the forces of the Nawab of Arcot, she
was drawn into battle. She formed an army and sought an alliance with Gopala Nayaker and Hyder Ali with the aim of
attacking the British, whom she successfully challenged in 1780. When the inventories of the Britishers were discovered,
she is said to have arranged a suicide attack by a faithful follower, Kuyili, dousing herself in oil and setting herself alight
and walked into the storehouse. Rani formed a women's army named "Udaiyaal" in honour of her adopted daughter, who
died detonating a British arsenal. Rani Nachiyar was one of the few rulers who regained her kingdom, and ruled it for a
decade more.

Rebellion of 1857

The Indian rebellion of 1857 was a large rebellion in the northern and central India against the East India Company.
It was suppressed and the British government took control of the company. The conditions of service in the company's army
and cantonments increasingly came into conflict with the religious beliefs and prejudices of the sepoys.[*! The
predominance of members from the upper castes in the army, perceived loss of caste due to overseas travel, and rumours of
secret designs of the government to convert them to Christianity led to growing discontent.[*!! The sepoys were also
disillusioned by their low salaries and the racial discrimination practised by British officers in matters of promotion and
privileges.l*!) The indifference of the British towards native Indian rulers and the annexation of Oudh furthered dissent.
The Marquess of Dalhousie's policy of annexation, the doctrine of lapse and the projected removal of the Mughals from
their ancestral palace at Red Fort also led to popular anger.

The final spark was provided by the rumored use of tallow (from cows) and lard (pig fat) in the newly
introduced Pattern 1853 Enfield rifle cartridges. Soldiers had to bite the cartridges with their teeth before loading them into
their rifles, ingesting the fat. This was sacrimonious to both Hindus and Muslims. Mangal Pandey was sepoy who played a
key part in the events immediately preceding the outbreak of the Indian rebellion of 1857. His defiance to his British
superiors and later his execution ignited the fire for 1857 Indian Rebellion. On 10 May 1857, the sepoys at Meerut broke
rank and turned on their commanding officers, killing some of them. They reached Delhi on 11 May, set the company's toll
house on fire, and marched into the Red Fort, where they asked the Mughal emperor, Bahadur Shah II, to become their
leader and reclaim his throne. The emperor eventually agreed and was proclaimed Shehenshah-e-Hindustan by the
rebels. The rebels also murdered much of the European, Eurasian, and Christian population of the city.

Revolts broke out in other parts of Oudh and the North-Western Provinces as well, where civil rebellion followed
the mutinies, leading to popular uprisings. The British were initially caught off-guard and were thus slow to react, but
eventually responded with force. The lack of effective organisation among the rebels, coupled with the military superiority
of the British, brought a rapid end to the rebellion. The British fought the main army of the rebels near Delhi, and after
prolonged fighting and a siege, defeated them and retook the city on 20 September 1857.1! Subsequently, revolts in other
centres were also crushed. The last significant battle was fought in Gwalioron 17 June 1858, during which Rani
Lakshmibai was killed. Sporadic fighting and guerrilla warfare, led by Tatya Tope, continued until spring 1859, but most
of the rebels were eventually subdued.

The Indian Rebellion of 1857 was a turning point. While affirming the military and political power of the British, it
led to a significant change in how India was to be controlled by them. Under the Government of India Act 1858, the East
India Company's territory was transferred to the British government. At the apex of the new system was a Cabinet minister,
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the Secretary of State for India, who was to be formally advised by a statutory council; the Governor-General of
India (Viceroy) was made responsible to him, while he in turn was responsible to the government.

Rise of organized movements

The decades following the Rebellion were a period of growing political awareness, the manifestation of Indian
public opinion and the emergence of Indian leadership at both national and provincial levels. Dadabhai Naoroji formed the
East India Association in 1867 and Surendranath Banerjee founded the Indian National Association in 1876. Inspired by a
suggestion made by A.O. Hume, a retired Scottish civil servant, seventy-two Indian delegates met in Bombay in 1885 and
founded the Indian National Congress. They were mostly members of the upwardly mobile and successful western-educated
provincial elites, engaged in professions such as law, teaching and journalism. At its inception, Congress had no well-
defined ideology and commanded few of the resources essential to a political organization. Instead, it functioned more as a
debating society that met annually to express its loyalty to the British Raj and passed numerous resolutions on less
controversial issues such as civil rights or opportunities in government especially in the civil service. These resolutions were
submitted to the Viceroy's government and occasionally to the British Parliament, but the Congress's early gains were slight.
"Despite its claim to represent all India, the Congress voiced the interests of urban elites; the number of participants from
other social and economic backgrounds remained negligible. However, this period of history is still crucial because it
represented the first political mobilization of Indians, coming from all parts of the subcontinent and the first articulation of
the idea of India as one nation, rather than a collection of independent princely states.

The triumvirate also is known as Lal Bal Pal (Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Bipin Chandra Pal, Lala Lajpat Rai), along
with V.O. Chidambaram Pillai, Sri Aurobindo, Surendranath Banerjee, and Rabindranath Tagore were some of the
prominent leaders of movements in the early 20th century. The Swadeshi movement was the most successful. The name of
Lokmanya began spreading around and people started following him in all parts of the country. The Indian textile industry
also played an important role in the freedom struggle of India. The merchandise of the textile industry pioneered the
Industrial Revolution in India and soon England was producing cotton cloth in such great quantities that the domestic market
was saturated and foreign markets were required to sell the products.

Rise of Indian Nationalism

By 1900, although the Congress had emerged as an all-India political organisation, it did not have the support of
most Indian Muslims. Attacks by Hindu reformers against religious conversion, cow slaughter, and the preservation
of Urdu in Arabic script deepened their concerns of minority status and denial of rights if the Congress alone were to
represent the people of India. Sir Syed Ahmed Khan launched a movement for Muslim regeneration that culminated in the
founding in 1875 of the Muhammadan Anglo-Oriental College at Aligarh, Uttar Pradesh (renamed Aligarh Muslim
University in 1920). Its objective was to educate students by emphasising the compatibility of Islam with modern western
knowledge. The diversity among India's Muslims, however, made it impossible to bring about uniform cultural and
intellectual regeneration. Nationalistic sentiments among Congress members led to a push to be represented in the bodies
of government, as well as to have a say in the legislation and administration of India. Congressmen saw themselves as
loyalists, but wanted an active role in governing their own country, albeit as part of the Empire. This trend was personified
by Dadabhai Naoroji, who went as far as contesting, successfully, an election to the House of Commons of the United
Kingdom, becoming its first Indian member.

Bal Gangadhar Tilak was the first Indian nationalist to embrace Swaraj as the destiny of the nation.** Tilak deeply opposed
a British education system that ignored and defamed India's culture, history, and values. He resented the denial of freedom
of expression for nationalists, and the lack of any voice or role for ordinary Indians in the affairs of their nation. For these
reasons, he considered Swaraj as the natural and only solution. His popular sentence "Swaraj is my birthright, and I shall
have it" became the source of inspiration for Indians. In 1907, Congress was split into two factions: The radicals, led by
Tilak, advocated civil agitation and direct revolution to overthrow the British Empire and the abandonment of all things
British. The moderates, led by leaders like Dadabhai Naoroji and Gopal Krishna Gokhale, on the other hand, wanted reform
within the framework of British rule. Tilak was backed by rising public leaders like Bipin Chandra Pal and Lala Lajpat Rai,
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who held the same point of view. Under them, India's three great states — Maharashtra, Bengal and Punjab shaped the
demand of the people and India's nationalism. Gokhale criticised Tilak for encouraging acts of violence and disorder. But
the Congress of 1906 did not have public membership, and thus Tilak and his supporters were forced to leave the party.

Alipore bomb conspiracy case

Several leaders of the Jugantar party including Aurobindo Ghosh were arrested in connection with bomb-making
activities in Kolkata and Hare Krishna Konar was one of the founding member of Communist Party of India
(Marxist) and Communist Consolidation were arested for connection with Calcutta arms act case in 1932 and depoted
to Cellular Jail. Several others were also depoted to the Andaman Cellular Jail for doing Indian independence movement.

Communist Consolidation

Several leaders of Jugantar group were imprisoned in various jails, one of which was a prominent jail of British
India, Cellular Jail. Cellular jail was also referred to as Kalapani. In 1932 many freedom fighters from Bengal were
imprisoned in cellular jail as a result of the Calcutta arms act case. The prisoners of cellular jail carried out their first hunger
strike in 1933 due to inhumane treatment in jail. The prisoners encountered Marxist and Communist ideology in jail and in
1935 a Communist Consolidation party was formed by Hare Krishna Konar, Shiv Verma, Batukeshwar Dutt and other
prisoners of Cellular jail who were attracted to Marxist ideology. This party also led the second hunger strike in Cellular
Jail, which demanded the designation of these prisoners as political prisoners rather than a freedom fighters.[

Delhi-Lahore conspiracy case

The Delhi-Lahore Conspiracy, hatched in 1912, planned to assassinate the then Viceroy of India, Lord Hardinge,
on the occasion of transferring the capital of British India from Calcutta to New Delhi. Involving revolutionary underground
in Bengal and headed by Rash Behari Bose along with Sachin Sanyal, the conspiracy culminated on the attempted
assassination on 23 December 1912, when the ceremonial procession moved through the Chandni Chowk suburb of Delhi.
The Viceroy escaped with his injuries, along with Lady Hardinge, although the Mahout was killed.

The investigations in the aftermath of the assassination attempt led to the Delhi Conspiracy trial. Basant Kumar
Biswas was convicted of having thrown the bomb and executed, along with Amir Chand and Avadh Behari for their roles
in the conspiracy.

Howrah gang case

Most of the eminent Jugantar leaders including Bagha Jatin alias Jatindra Nath Mukherjee who were not arrested
earlier, were arrested in 1910, in connection with the murder of Shamsul Alam. Thanks to Bagha Jatin's new policy of a
decentralised federated action, most of the accused were released in 1911.

Azad Hind Fauj Indian National Army

India's entry into the war was strongly opposed by Subhas Chandra Bose, who had been elected President of the
Congress in 1938 and 1939, but later resigned owing to differences of opinion with Gandhi. After resignation he formed his
own wing separated from the mainstream Congress leadership known as Forward bloc which was a loci focus for ex-
congress leaders holding socialist views; however he remained emotionally attached to Congress for the remainder of his
life. Bose then founded the All India Forward Bloc. In 1940 the British authorities in Calcutta placed Bose under house
arrest. However, he escaped and made his way through Afghanistan to Nazi Germany to seek Hitler and Mussolini's help
for raising an army to fight the British. The Free India Legion comprising Erwin Rommel's Indian POWs was formed. After
a dramatic decline in Germany's military fortunes, a German land invasion of India became untenable. Hitler advised Bose
to go to Japan where a submarine was arranged to transport Bose, who was ferried to Japanese Southeast Asia, where he
formed the Azad Hind Government. The Provisional Free Indian Government in exile reorganised the Indian National
Army composed of Indian POWs and volunteer Indian expatriates in South-East Asia, with the help of the Japanese. Its aim
was to reach India as a fighting force that would build on public resentment to inspire revolt among Indian soldiers of the
Raj.
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The INA was to see action against the Allies, including the British Indian Army, in the forests of Arakan, Burma,
and in Assam, laying siege to Imphal and Kohima with the Japanese 15th Army. During the war, the Andaman and
Nicobar islands were captured by the Japanese and handed over by them to the INA.

The INA failed owing to disrupted logistics, poor supplies from the Japanese, and lack of training.!'**) The Azad
Hind Fauj surrendered unconditionally to the British in Singapore in 1945. In the consensus of scholarly opinion, Subhas
Chandra Bose's death occurred from third-degree burns on 18 August 1945 after his overloaded Japanese plane crashed in
Japanese-ruled Formosa (now Taiwan).

Trials against members of the INA began in late 1945, and included the infamous joint court-martial of key
figures Shah Nawaz Khan, Prem Sahgal, and Gurbaksh Singh Dhillon. In the beginning of the 20th century, a new class of
national leaders emerged in India which was different from the moderate group. They took a more aggressive stance against
the British Empire. They were typically younger and did not believe in the soft and persuasive approach of moderate leaders.

Reasons for the rise of extremism

o The failure of the moderate leaders in getting any significant results from the British authorities.

e The limitations of the moderates were the main causes of the rise of extremism.

e The partition of Bengal in 1905 opened the eyes of the Indians to the true colours of the British rulers.

e Lord Curzon and his disdain for anything Indian also created resentment and anger against the foreigners.

e There was a fear among some leaders that the moderates with their westernized notions were trying to create an
India in the image of the West.

e There was a revival of national pride at that time.

e The extremist leaders were also influenced by the growth of spiritual nationalism at that time.

e The Delhi Durbar held in 1903 when people had not fully recovered from the horrific effects of the famine that
killed lakhs of people drew widespread condemnation.

o Events happening around the world also inspired the extremist leaders. Abyssinia’s successful repulsion of the
Italian army in 1896 and Japan’s defeat of Russia in 1905 shattered the notion of European invincibility.

e Other national movements like in Persia, Egypt and Turkey also motivated the Indian leaders.

e The failure of the Moderates to win any notable success other than the expansion of the legislative councils by the
Indian Councils Act (1892).

e The famine and plague of 1896-97 was not eye opening for the exploitative policy for British which degraded the
economic condition of people

e Colour discrimination Indians in South Africa.

e The Russo-Japanese war of 1904 — 05 events play important role in national awakening.

Methods of Extremist Leaders

e The extremist goal was ‘swaraj’. This, at that time, either meant complete autonomy and freedom from British
control, or a total Indian control over the administration but not necessarily a break away from Britain’s imperial
reign.

e This was in contrast to the moderates’ demand of only an increase in the share of Indians in the administration
and military upper echelons.

o The extremist leaders involved wider sections of people in the movement. They involved lower-middle-class
people also.
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e They did not stick to constitutional methods to protest and demand. They resorted to boycotts, strikes, etc. They
also burned foreign-made goods.

e They believed in confrontation rather than persuasion.

e The Swadeshi movement gathered momentum in India because of the extremists’ support. This led to the
establishment of Indian banks, mills, factories, etc.

e They were strongly against British imperialistic policies in India.

e They took pride in Indian culture and history. They looked at the ancient scriptures for inspiration and courage.

e They believed in sacrificing everything including life for the cause of the motherland.

e They opposed westernisation of Indian society by the British.

o Tilak famously said, “Swaraj is my birth right and I shall have it.”

e They were very vocal in their opposition to the British rule, unlike the moderates who had faith in British justice.

e They tried to instil self-respect and patriotism in the people by invoking past heroes like Ashoka, Shivaji,
Maharana Pratap and Rani Laxmibai.

e They did not believe in loyalty to the British Crown.
Surat Split

e The differences between the moderates and the extremists became official in the Surat session of the Indian
National Congress (INC) in 1907.

e The meeting was to take place in Nagpur that year. The extremists wanted Lala Lajpat Rai or Bal Gangadhar
Tilak to be the President. But the moderates wanted Rash Behari Ghosh as President. There was a rule that the
session’s President could not be from the home province. Tilak’s home province was Bombay Presidency in
which Surat was also situated. So, the moderates changed the venue to Surat so that Tilak could be excluded from
the presidency.

e The moderates also wanted to drop the resolutions on swadeshi, boycott movements and national education.
o Rash Behari Ghosh became the president in the session which was held at Surat.

o Tilak was not even allowed to speak and this angered the extremists, who wanted to cancel the session.

e Both sides were firm on their demands and neither was willing to find a common path.

e The moderates then held a separate meeting in which they reiterated the Congress goal of self-government within
the British Empire and to adopt only constitutional methods to achieve their goals.

e Unfortunately, the Surat session was marred by the use of sticks and chappals by the members on one another.
Prominent Extremists

Bal Gangadhar Tilak: He is also called ‘Lokamanya’. His weeklies ‘The (written in English)’ and ‘the Kesari(written in
Hindi)’ was revolutionary weapon to attack the rule of British. In 1916, he set up Home Rule League at Poona and given
slogan- "Swaraj is my birth-right and I will have it".

Lala Lajpat Rai: He is also called the ‘Lion of Punjab’. He played an important role in the Swadeshi Movement. His
famous slogan- ‘Go back Simon’.

Bipan Chandra Pal: He was turned extremist from moderate. He played an important role in the Swadeshi Movement.
He spread his ideas of nationalism through the nook and corner of Indian by his powerful speeches and writings.
Aurobinda Ghosh: He was another extremist leader and took active participation in the Swadeshi Movement.

Lala Lajpat Rai, Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Bipin Chandra Pal (the first three called Lal-Bal-Pal leading the extremist cause in
Punjab, Bombay and Bengal respectively.)

Other leaders included Aurobindo Ghosh, Rajnarayan Bose, A K Dutt, V O C Pillai.
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Impact of the Extremist Period

e Bal Gangadhar Tilak organized Ganpati and Shivaji festival to spread the message of boycotting westernization in
India. This was a major social reform and had a larger impact on society.

e The slogan “Swaraj is my birthright and I shall have it” by Tilak was the talk of society.

e British goods and national education was boycotted which brought a major change in the economy of the country
and gave way to employment and various other opportunities for the Indians.

e There was a major reform in education across the country as the extremists worked on establishing National
universities free from government control.

The Extremist and Partition of Bengal

The Partition of Bengal in 1905 provided the flare for the rise of Extremists in the Indian National Movement. They
were called extremist because they believed that success could be achieved only through bold means. The political
orientation of Extremist originated within the Congress from the anti- partition Bengal agitation. When the British
Government refused to annual the partition of Bengal in face of mass protests of the people of Bengal arousing sympathy
of the Indian people that disillusioned many young leaders, came to known as Neo-Nationalists or Extremists. The important
extremist leaders were Lala Lajpat Rai, Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Bipin Chandra Pal and Aurobindo Ghosh. They were called
extremist because they believed that success could be achieved only through bold means.

It was carried out by the British viceroy of India, Lord Curzon in AD 1905. It was partitioned due to following reason:

To break the growing strength of Bengali nationalism since Bengal was the base of Indian nationalism. It was
carried out by the British viceroy of India, Lord Curzon in AD 1905. It was partitioned due to following reason: To divide
the Hindus and Muslims in Bengal. To show the enormous power of the British Government in doing whatever it liked. But
the partition get vibrant colour of real awakening in freedom struggle mass movement which led the foundation of Boycott
and Swadeshi movement.

Extremism and Revolutionary Movement in India during 1905 to 1917

Extremism nationalism became a predominant philosophy of Indian nationalism or Indian national movement from
1905 to 1917. Many factors contributed to the rise of extremism nationalism. One such factor was the opposition of certain
early nationalists in the strategy and technique adopted by the moderates’ expression of faith in the fairness of the British,
mendicancy and appealing to the British government.

Bipan Chandra writes:

“With the start of the Swadeshi movement at the turn of the century, the Indian national movement took a major
leap forward. Women, students and a large section of the urban and rural population of Bengal and other parts of India
became actively involved in politics for the first time”. It indicates how the social base of the movement increased.

Revolutionary activities

Apart from a few stray incidents, armed rebellions against the British rulers did not occur before the beginning of
the 20th century. The Indian revolutionary underground began gathering momentum through the first decade of 20th
century, with groups arising in Bengal, Maharastra, Odisha, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, and the Madras
Presidency including what is now called South India. More groups were scattered around India. Particularly notable
movements arose in Bengal, especially around the Partition of Bengal in 1905, and in Punjab.[40] In the former case, it was
the educated, intelligent and dedicated youth of the urban middle class Bhadralok community that came to form the
"Classic" Indian revolutionary,[40] while the latter had an immense support base in the rural and Military society of the
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Punjab. Organisations like Jugantar and Anushilan Samiti had emerged in the 1900s (decade). The revolutionary
philosophies and movement made their presence felt during the 1905 Partition of Bengal. Arguably, the initial steps to
organize the revolutionaries were taken by Aurobindo Ghosh, his brother Barin Ghosh, Bhupendranath Datta etc. when they
formed the Jugantar party in April 1906.[41] Jugantar was created as an inner circle of the Anushilan Samiti which was
already present in Bengal mainly as a revolutionary society in the guise of a fitness club.

The Anushilan Samiti and Jugantar opened several branches throughout Bengal and other parts of India and
recruited young men and women to participate in the revolutionary activities. Several murders and looting were done, with
many revolutionaries being captured and imprisoned. The Jugantar party leaders like Barin Ghosh and Bagha Jatin initiated
making of explosives. Amongst a number of notable events of political terrorism were the Alipore bomb case,
the Muzaffarpur killing tried several activists and many were sentenced to deportation for life, while Khudiram Bose was
hanged. The founding of the India House and The Indian Sociologist under Shyamji Krishna Varma in London in 1905 took
the radical movement to Britain itself. On 1 July 1909, Madan Lal Dhingra, an Indian student closely identified with India
House in London shot dead William Hutt Curzon Wylie, a British M.P. in London. 1912 saw the Delhi-Lahore
Conspiracy planned under Rash Behari Bose, an erstwhile Jugantar member, to assassinate the then Viceroy of India Charles
Hardinge. The conspiracy culminated in an attempt to Bomb the Viceregal procession on 23 December 1912, on the occasion
of transferring the Imperial Capital from Calcutta to Delhi. In the aftermath of this event, concentrated police and
intelligence efforts were made by the British Indian police to destroy the Bengali and Punjabi revolutionary underground,
which came under intense pressure for sometime. Rash Behari successfully evaded capture for nearly three years. However,
by the time that the First World War opened in Europe, the revolutionary movement in Bengal (and Punjab) had revived
and was strong enough to nearly paralyse the local administration. in 1914, Indian revolutionaries made conspiracies against
British rule, but the plan failed and many revolutionaries sacrificed their life and others were arrested and sent to the Cellular
Jail (Kalapani) in Andaman and Nicobar Islands. During the First World War, the revolutionaries planned to import arms
and ammunitions from Germany and stage an armed revolution against the British.

Conclusion

Bal Gangadhar Tilak was the first Indian nationalist to embrace Swaraj as the destiny of the nationlcitation needed.
Tilak deeply opposed the then British education system that ignored and defamed India's culture, history and values. He
resented the denial of freedom of expression for nationalists, and the lack of any voice or role for ordinary Indians in the
affairs of their nation. For these reasons, he considered Swaraj as the natural and only solution. His popular sentence "Swaraj
is my birthright, and I shall have it" became the source of inspiration for Indians.

On 3 June 1947, Viscount Louis Mountbatten, the last British Governor-General of India, announced the partitioning
of British India into India and Pakistan. With the speedy passage through the British Parliament of the Indian Independence
Act 1947, at 11:57 on 14 August 1947 Pakistan was declared a separate nation, and at 12:02, just after midnight, on 15
August 1947, India also became an independent nation. Violent clashes between Hindus, Sikhs and Muslims followed.
Prime Minister Nehru and deputy prime minister Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel invited Mountbatten to continue as Governor
General of India. He was replaced in June 1948 by Chakravarti Rajagopalachari. Patel took on the responsibility of bringing
into the Indian Union 565 princely states, steering efforts by his "iron fist in a velvet glove" policies, exemplified by the use
of military force to integrate Junagadh and Hyderabad state into India (Operation Polo). On the other hand, Pandit Jawahar
Lal Nehru kept the issue of Kashmir in his hands. In the beginning of the 20th century, a different group emerged which
had a rather aggressive approach against the British Empire. This group was called the Extremist and did not believe in the
peaceful stance of the Moderate leaders. The Extremists believed in the ideology of ‘Swaraj’ which meant complete
freedom from British rule. They did not stick to constitutional methods to protest and demand. They resorted to boycotts,
strikes, etc. They were different from the Moderate leaders as Moderates were only demanding an increased share of Indians
in the administration and military system.
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