
 
Cover Page 

  

  
 
DOI: http://ijmer.in.doi./2022/11.09.69 
www.ijmer.in 

            

 

ISSN:2277-7881; IMPACT FACTOR :8.017(2022); IC VALUE:5.16; ISI VALUE:2.286 
Peer Reviewed and Refereed Journal: VOLUME:11, ISSUE:9(4), September: 2022 

Online Copy of Article Publication Available (2022 Issues) 
Scopus Review ID: A2B96D3ACF3FEA2A 

Article Received: 2nd September 2022   
 Publication Date:10th October 2022 

Publisher: Sucharitha Publication, India 
Digital Certificate of Publication: www.ijmer.in/pdf/e-CertificateofPublication-IJMER.pdf 

 

 
49 

 

COMPREHENDING UNPREDICTABLE VOCABULARY: AN INVESTIGATION IN TO BUILDING EFFECTIVE 
LEXICAL KNOWLEDGE IN POLYTECHNIC COURSE FOR DISTINGUISHED ORAL COMMUNICATION SKILLS 

 
1Vijaya Ramala and 2Dr. P Madhumathi 

1Research Scholar and 2Assistant Professor 
1&2Humanities & Social Science, National Institute of Technology 

Warangal, Telangana, India 
 

Abstract 
This is the era of information and the fastest learning, but most language learners especially students who join polytechnic 

courses lag behind in the acquisition of English language vocabulary. Their communication skills are interrupted by incompetency to 
recall the right word for the right circumstance. This paper highlights the polytechnic student’s need for learning essential English 
vocabulary in their second language acquisition. It further investigates how the classroom setting is involved to enhance their vocabulary 
and explores the areas of vocabulary learning through modest inventive ways and techniques, even amidst inadequate resources in rural 
places chiefly focusing on polytechnic institutions. 
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Introduction 

Language is a precious gift of the human race. We are so much accumulated with the language that all our thoughts, emotions, 
prayers, meditations, and opinions are edged in a particular language. Language is everywhere, it is inescapable for it is the only means 
to know the past, understand the present and peep into the future. Language ties society through verbal and non-verbal forms. According 
to Sapir (1921) language is a natural way of exchanging ideas, and emotions by certain produced symbols. This language consists of 
different rudiments of structural sound systems – phonology, grammatical fundamentals and the primary of it is vocabulary or lexical 
elements. Vocabulary is the central pillar of four basic skills (listening, reading, speaking, and writing) of the hoarded language. Getting 
good command over any language hinges on vast vocabulary learning, people who have bountiful vocabulary are more capable of good 
communication skills than people who possess a limited list. Colorado (2007, as cited in Adger, 2002) states that a native English speaker 
learner is capable of knowing 5,000 words, besides he still continues to learn new words on the other hand vocabulary building is 
specifically a challenging issue in second language learning. Accuracy and fluency of the language are merely dominated by the size of 
English vocabulary that one can actively use in day-to-day conversations. Vocabulary is defined as the list of words an individual is 
familiar with in a specific language. Adger (2002) states that vocabulary is not only sensing the meaning of a word but the attention is 
how better one can organize the words to build up a stock of any new words to a good length of sentence structures to the extent of 
expressing vibrant meanings. 

 
This vocabulary learning is a perpetual task that there is no point of an end for the acquisition of new words, it is a lifelong 

natural phenomenon. In teaching and learning vocabulary both the teachers and learners take a significant role in establishing 
extensive vocabulary. Pity that the maximum number of stakeholders in educational institutions stay less focused on gaining a good list 
of vocabulary instead rigorous efforts are laid towards edging long, big grammatical structures. Particularly Polytechnic curriculum 
aims at enhancing communicative language learning nonetheless the role of vocabulary is deserted. This paper emphasis the progression 
of English vocabulary learning in the polytechnic course, to examine how conventionally the educational system continues to ignore 
vocabulary learning and teaching. 
 
Objectives 

The research in the field of vocabulary has been fruitful for the past few decades yet the main investigation of this paper would 
add to the rare area of research explored with respect to vocabulary teaching and learning process in polytechnic institutions. The 
objectives are 
 To travel through the progress of vocabulary learning that the polytechnic students outstrip within the prescribed instructional 

English language course. 
 To probe into the strategies and techniques used to enhance vocabulary. 
 To find out the role of English teachers in developing a good list of vocabulary among polytechnic students especially with 

reference to rural area polytechnic students. 
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Process of Vocabulary Learning 
Walkins (1972:111) states that communication may happen in the absence of good grammatical structures but without 

vocabulary, there is no communication at all. Learning vocabulary is to be acquainted with each word and the ability to stimulate the 
passive vocabulary to active vocabulary in daily communication. 

 
In our communication ‘word’ is not the center of the idea, one can’t choose the idea to fit in for a specific word, this is an 

abnormal kind of communication, but in natural communication first, the idea is in mind as a whole, idea divided into small, smaller 
segments then happens the construction of sentences, choosing right words. When a learner confronts a new word, one stands in search 
of meaning in dictionaries, may take down the words in notebooks, or may simply put the rote repetition to memorize the words. The 
whole process of learning a word requires the deployment of cognitive strategies. Whatever may be the strategy the accurate 
understanding of the meaning of any ‘word’ banks on various aspects such as how many times the learner encounters with respective 
word communicational and the context that the learner immersed in relation to the word. Crothers and Suppes (1967) discovered that 
their participants could remember 108 Russian -English words after 7 repetitions.  Lado, Baldwin, and Labo (1967) experimented with 
the list of 100 words for their intermediate students, they stated that only one exposure to the list of words served for an average of 95% 
recognition and 65% recall of the actual word list. 

 
When a person starts to learn new word, he usually learns words that are from different semantic areas. Words like ‘look’, 

‘stone’, ‘lady’, ‘study’ and ‘tree’ are different semantic areas. When the learners progress toward an extension of vocabulary they may 
learn the word ‘gaze’ in addition to the already known ‘look’, and ‘education’ apart from the word ‘study’, those words that are roughly 
categorized to the same semantic areas. The crucial part of vocabulary learning is how better a learner is able to differentiate the meaning 
of similar words and how far the learner could draw semantic boundaries to separate the words from one another.  
 
How to master the vocabulary 
To master a word, one needs to know these fundamental rubrics 
 The learner must know the capability of the word, not just a single meaning. 
 The learner must know the appropriate situation to use words. 
 The Learner must know all the ways a word can collocate with other words to withstand in a sentence. 
 The Learner must understand how well a word can fit into the right circumstances to convey clear meaning. According to Stahl 

(2005) thorough knowledge of a word is to know its meaning as well as its aptness in real-time circumstances. 
 

Teaching Vocabulary in Polytechnic English 
English is the medium of instruction for all government and private institutions in India. English vocabulary is taught at all 

levels. In most polytechnics, the practice of teaching vocabulary is in two ways as observed 
1. The teachers dictate the meanings of the targeted words in the mother tongue, as a result, the learner gets diverted from his 

purpose of learning vocabulary instead, one becomes an expert in translating every word to the mother tongue. 
2. The teacher gives meaning to a specific word through pictures, gestures, and illustrations from daily life, as soon as the meaning 

is made known to learners the teacher straight away queries students to frame sentences with that specific word, this is quite 
jeopardizing issue in teaching vocabulary. Students find it difficult to learn and comprehend the meaning of words. Teaching 
communication skills in the polytechnic courses is at its best to teach grammar and structures ignoring the basic strut of lexical 
elements. When it comes to teaching lexis, it is conventional practice in every polytechnic classroom to teach each individual 
word in isolation. Teachers should teach words in sets, then work back to think of an idea that would reasonably rope the majority 
of relative words. Teachers should encourage students with some random ideas and perhaps may ask them to write connecting 
paragraphs thus they can recall the group of related words to produce meaningful contexts. 

 
The Proposed Strategies of Teaching Vocabulary in Polytechnic Classroom  

Every classroom is a key source to teach and learn vocabulary. In every polytechnic course book glossary of important words 
is mentioned after every lesson, teachers concentrate more on that glossary, and students are directed to learn words in isolation. At 
times teachers assume that dictating the meaning of targeted words is the end of the duty one has in teaching vocabulary, this kind of 
pedagogical teaching makes the students lack the clarity to use the language and vocabulary for specific purposes. There are numerous 
strategies to teach vocabulary in various approaches like task depended -vocabulary teaching, incidental and intentional vocabulary 
teaching, rote rehearsal and drilling vocabulary teaching, and teaching vocabulary through dictionaries and flashcards. 
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According to polytechnic classroom observation, vocabulary can be taught at its best in three ways even at the cost of 
inadequate resources. 

 
Teach words in pairs 

Few frequently used pair words which are semantically very close to each other but the crucial distinction of meaning and 
usage, portions each word. The teacher should clearly explain the meaning of each word so that learners could clearly understand the 
similarities and differences of each word’s meaning in a clear sense. 

a) Definite and certain 
b) Calm and quiet 
c) Stop and finish 
d) Weep and cry 
e) Show and display 

 
The above-shown words are similar to their meaning, learners tend to use words loosely without any precision. Henceforth 

identify equally relative meaning words in pairs, and differentiate meaning clearly with respect to effective communication. 
 

Teach words as a set 
 Begin, start, open, launch and initiate 
 Cry, weep, wail, sob, and bawl 
 Get, acquire, obtain, procure, and secure 
 New, novel, modern, current, and recent   

 
The above shown are set of the same family group in meanings. These pair words and sets of words can be taught in pair work 

in peer groups as a part of classroom activity or the teacher can come up with a passage where these sets of words can be fit in 
appropriately. It is the accountability of every teacher to teach the minute difference of each word in sets, students must be made aware 
of the clear meaning of the word and word collocational restrictions. 

 
The teacher could also give an exercise of guessing a specific topic, concept, or theme to test their prior knowledge of vocabulary 

related to a particular unit. Write the topic at the center of the board as shown in the image, and ask learners to guess words related to 
the center unit. It is teachers' concern to teach fundamental vocabulary if the learners lack basic knowledge of words relating to the 
central topic.  

 
Teach vocabulary through flashcards  

Vocabulary teaching with flashcards is an easy and effective visual aid to teach vocabulary, through this activity teacher can make the 
classroom interesting to impart vocabulary at an ease. Learner remains active in memorizing and remembering new words with an image. These 
colorfully illustrated flash cards hold particular terms and graphic depictions on one side, and terms definition on the other side are a great source 
to introduce, practice, and memorize the vocabulary from the comfort zone of the learners.  Flashcards are in a way effective in teaching and 
learning vocabulary. 
 
Techniques to Enhance Vocabulary  

Based on the scenario of polytechnic classrooms, a few technics are proposed. Learners from rural areas can simply follow the 
technics to learn the vocabulary amidst inadequate resources. 
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Read, Remember, and Reproduce (RRR) in active vocabulary (RRR Technique)  
Second language vocabulary is acquired mostly through extensive reading. There are many unsettled queries on how far the 

learners go through the incidental acquisition of vocabulary and involve the contextual meaning of the novel or story yet the passionate 
reading would help the students to acquire new vocabulary into their hit list. The better way to clasp vocabulary is to find interesting 
novels, short stories, and genres of one’s own whims and fancies.  

 
Harmer (2003), nation (2001), state that if the teacher encourages to read authentic materials, that extensive reading for pleasure 

ropes in gaining vast vocabulary. Enormous reading helps to surface many unfamiliar terminologies but referring to the dictionary for 
every single word in search of its meaning leaves no interest in learning, instead of this monotonous vocabulary learning try inferring 
meaning from surrounding words or from the plot of the story. It makes mode to dredge up the words for essential communication. 
Learn at least ten words in pairs for the day remember and use them in daily conversations.  If the words are not active in conversations 
that result in most words flung into passive vocabulary and slowly skipping from the memory, rehearsing newly learned words into 
active vocabulary is a crucial thing. 

 
Learn from the context  

Learning new words is insignificant if one starts to chuck them out of memory and can’t reuse them in daily communication. 
This strategy helps the learner to remember, recollect and retain the vocabulary in one memory. Learning contextually is learning through 
environments. It is the socio-cultural-political environment where learning takes place. Contextual learning can include the teachers, the 
peers, the classroom climate, or the family support. Learn the word from a context Recall the context in which a word is being used for 
the very first time. Remember the exact statement as it is, and try to create a new sentence structure with the same word. For example, 
if you come across the word ‘impeccable’ in the context of describing someone. Remember the context and try to structure the new 
sentence “I have impeccable manners” use this in daily conversation until one is familiar with that word.  

 
Give compliments and love the compliments  

One of the classy things under the Sun is to give compliments and receive them. People usually remember the matters that they 
love. Remember the best compliments you get each day and reuse them to appreciate others, this good habit will give satisfaction as a 
life skill on the other hand easy to acquire vocabulary. 

 
Update language  
 What do you call a person who is very energetic? Exuberant  
 What word can be used for boring? Dreary 
 What can be replaced for the word bad? Atrocious  

 
Many words like quarantine, lockdown, transmission, isolation, and hunker down are words that are coined and widely used in 

covid period. Necessity is the mother of invention so the new words in the English language are coined based on the need of the hour. 
Language is an ocean, innumerable new words come up each day. English vocabulary gets upgraded as long as technology advances. 
Update new expressions and new collocations. 

 
Increase vocabulary through group dairy writing 

This is something like reflective analysis task-based vocabulary learning.  In a classroom setting students are made into groups 
for pair work or group activities, they perform well with peer group activities but it’s a rare thing to record every task that they perform. 
This paper comes up with a new method of group dairy where the students list all the activities that they perform in the classroom in a 
way vocabulary is learned amidst discussions.  
 
Conclusion  

Mastery of a second language largely depends on acquiring a good amount of vocabulary. It is an indispensable tool to become 
an impressive communicator. Inadequate attention to the lexical issues in a language result in a lack of language competency. This paper 
adds to the existing research discussed all focusing to learn a word with all its potentialities. 
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