
 
Cover Page 

  

  
 
DOI: http://ijmer.in.doi./2022/11.09.68 
www.ijmer.in 

            

 

ISSN:2277-7881; IMPACT FACTOR :8.017(2022); IC VALUE:5.16; ISI VALUE:2.286 
Peer Reviewed and Refereed Journal: VOLUME:11, ISSUE:9(4), September: 2022 

Online Copy of Article Publication Available (2022 Issues) 
Scopus Review ID: A2B96D3ACF3FEA2A 

Article Received: 2nd September 2022   
 Publication Date:10th October 2022 

Publisher: Sucharitha Publication, India 
Digital Certificate of Publication: www.ijmer.in/pdf/e-CertificateofPublication-IJMER.pdf 

 

 
44 

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE AND WOMEN ISSUES IN PRESENT INDIA: A POLITICAL PERSPECTIVE 
 

R. Roopa Tejavathi 
Department of Political Science, Bangalore University 

Bangalore, Karnataka, India 
 
Introduction 

Over the millennia, the status of women in India has undergone numerous significant changes. The history of women in India 
has been eventful, from equal status with men in ancient times to the low points of the mediaeval period to the promotion of equal rights 
by many reformers. Women have held positions of power in modern India. high positions such as President, Prime Minister, Speaker of 
the Lok Sabha, and Leader of the Opposition. However, rape, acid throwing, dowry killings, and other atrocities continue to be 
perpetrated against women in India. young girls forced into prostitution. Traditions such as Sati, Jauhar, and Devadasi have been 
outlawed in some communities. In modern India, it is obsolete. However, there are some instances of these practises. This situation 
persists notwithstanding the Indian Constitution's promises of equality (Article 14), the absence of state discrimination (Article 15(1)), 
equality of opportunity (Article 16), and equal pay for equal work (Article 39(d)) for all Indian women. Additionally, it permits the State 
to make specific arrangements in support of women and Article 51(A)(e) forbids acts that diminish the dignity of women, while Article 
15(3) protects children. The State provides measures for maternity leave and reasonable and humane working conditions. 

 
There are still many atrocities and injustices occurring in India despite all of these constitutional and legal safeguards. It is It is 

ironic that in a nation where women are held in great regard by religious and cultural customs, women are Atrocities committed against 
them are increasing. They are worshipped as several deities. Figures from 1992–1993 show that only In India, households headed by 
women made up 9.2% of all households. However, about 35% of the households living below the poverty level. Women who have been 
the victims of violence face many obstacles and challenges in getting justice. According to studies, there are these restrictions because 
of the law.  And to the way society perceives women and women's issues. There's a demand must include factors other than the law, 
such as the interaction between politics, economics, and access to justice for women in incidents of violence depends on culture. It 
would be constricting to view the existence of laws protecting women, the accessibility of legal aid and counsel, and the process of 
adjudication and enforcement as the only determinants of women's access to justice. 

 
Social justice 

Social justice is a branch of justice that derives from the concepts of equity and morality. Different development policies as 
well as the overall growth of social welfare programmes are impacted by social justice problems. The term "social justice" refers to Is 
it accurate to assert that justice exists in social orders? This indicates that the order governed the man’s actions in a way that is acceptable 
to all men so that they might all find satisfaction in it. Social happiness is social justice. It is contentment that a just social structure 
guarantee. A just social system aims to eliminate birth-related social disabilities that cause social and economic inequity. In order for 
everyone to have equal social opportunities to develop their personalities, which is related to equality and social rights, social justice 
must be practised. Ambedkar asserts that his concept of justice is built on moral principles and self-respect. The Indian constitution 
regulates social, political, and economic justices, which are where justice is positioned. 

 
Indian women are subjected to sexual violence 

All of the spaces between built objects and other places where people congregate are considered to be urban public spaces. The 
new "hang-out" areas of Indian metropolitan cities, such as shopping malls, coffee shops, movie theatres, and restaurants, are also 
featured, in addition to streets, roads, public restrooms, bus stops, railroad stations, modes of transportation, promenades, and parks and 
playgrounds. The violence that frequently characterises women in society has endemic proportions and has ceased to be extraordinary. 
Violence may not always take the form of bodily harm (rape is the most horrific kind of violence), but it can also take the shape of 
stalking, voyeurism, etc. 

 
Reasons for sexual violence against women in India 

1. Inadequate police patrols and poorly illuminated urban areas are conducive to an increase in sexual assault. 
2. The ineffective criminal justice system exacerbates the lack of strict laws for prosecuting sexual assault. 
3. The media's growing use of women as objects for sex gratification. 
4. The ineffectiveness and complacency of law enforcement. 
5. Indian society's patriarchal framework. 
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Domestic Violence 
Domestic Violence also known as intimate partner violence (IPV), domestic violence is a widespread issue. It has been argued 

that the prevalence of domestic violence is influenced by cultural and household stress factors, and that these factors should be 
thoroughly addressed through measures like legislation (along with workable mechanisms for enforcement), support and empowerment 
coming from women's groups, and institutionalising routine screening for warning signs of domestic violence by health professionals. 

 
In India, domestic violence is pervasive. An ex-Union minister for Women and Child Development estimates that domestic 

abuse affects over 70% of women in India. 
 

Forms of domestic abuse 
(a) Physical harm: is the most obvious type. Slapping, pushing, kicking, biting, striking, hurling things, strangling, beating, 

threatening with a weapon of any kind, or actually using a weapon are all included in the definition of physical domestic/intimate 
partner violence. 

(b) Emotional abuse: It is becoming increasingly recognised in recent years as a very prevalent type of domestic violence (and 
hence a violation of human rights) in the context of the private home across developing countries like India. 

(c) Sexual assault:  is a frequent instance of domestic abuse. Unwanted kissing, stroking, or fondling; sexual or reproductive 
coercion; rape; and marital rape are only a few examples of the many violent and non-violent sexual acts that can be committed. 

 
Causes for domestic violence 

1. Most Indian women who encounter domestic violence are reluctant to disclose or pursue legal action for such acts. 
2. Domestic violence is frequently seen more as a private or family concern than as a real crime or complaint. 
3. Nonetheless, dowry deaths and bride burnings caused by a husband ‘Unhappiness with the dowry payment. 

 
Demand for dowry and dowry deaths 

In the Indian subcontinent, dowry refers to a gift or cash payment made to the bridegroom's family in addition to the bride. The 
bride's family is said to bear a heavy financial burden as a result of the dowry system. According to historical accounts, dowries were 
modest in ancient India, and daughters possessed inheritance rights that were typically utilised at the time of their marriages. However, 
in contemporary India, dowry has spread to be a common practise. 

 
Effects of dowry 

1. Domestic violence, a crime against humanity, is one of the dowry system's most obvious effects. The ramifications of domestic 
violence are numerous and have already been covered above. 

2. The ongoing arguments and disputes between parents over the matter of dowry may be harmful to the development of their 
children's character and upbringing. 

 
MIGRATION 

Human migration is the movement of individuals from one location to another with the aim of relocating either temporarily or 
permanently. Internal migration is a possibility, but it often occurs over great distances and from one country to another. Women are 
travelling alone as a result of restrictions in contract-based employment that prohibit worker families from settling down permanently. 
 
obstacles faced by migratory women 

(a) According to studies of immigrant women, full incorporation—that is, the full civil, political, and social rights and obligations 
that often go along with participation in a society—is denied to women more frequently than it is to men. 

(b) Women who work abroad are frequently the targets of prejudice, exploitation, and abuse in numerous ways. 
 
KNOWING HOW WOMEN CAN ACCESS JUSTICE 

It wouldn't address how women are viewed as inferior and subservient in society and the law. It wouldn't take into consideration 
the structural disparities between men and women, the historically and systemically underprivileged status of women, the culture of 
impunity in VAW cases, and the pervasive gender prejudice and patriarchal system that still exist in the legal system and in society. The 
experiences of women continue to be undermined and made invisible by the laws and judicial systems' persistent marginalisation of 
their diverse experiences, as well as by society's ongoing refusal to acknowledge the seriousness of violence against women, which 
fosters a culture of impunity. Women's true concerns with regard to the political, economic, and cultural dimensions of access are not 
addressed by responses to violence against women; instead, they are restricted to addressing the elements of the crime, laws of procedure, 
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and proof. Consider also the overall development of women. The experiences of women continue to be undermined and made invisible 
by the laws and judicial systems' persistent marginalisation of their diverse experiences, as well as by society's ongoing refusal to 
acknowledge the seriousness of violence against women, which fosters a culture of impunity. The question of how such achievement 
actually enhances and empowers women (economically, politically, and culturally) can be and will be raised. 

 
"A wide spectrum of feminist activists and observers have engaged in a thorough critique of rights analysis in the women's 

movement, both on a theoretical and practical level. The necessity to enhance legal arguments for equal rights while also avoiding 
limiting our perspective to a specific definition of rights has emerged as a recurring theme in these criticisms. We must continue to work 
toward a political approach that articulates a politics and social reconstruction vision that are responsive to the actual concerns of women. 
Political strategy must be taken into consideration while legal strategy is formed. It should target formal theological obstacles. 

 
Methodology 

This study is an exploratory research-based method. I have used secondary sources for this study. Secondary data were collected 
from books, journals, articles, reports, newspaper etc. 

 
Women's security and welfare 

In the late 1970s, feminist activism in India began to pick up steam. The Mathura rape case was one of the first national-level 
problems to unite women's organisations. In 1979–1980, nationwide demonstrations erupted after police officers suspected of raping a 
little girl in a police station were found not guilty. The government was compelled to change the Evidence Act, the Criminal Procedure 
Code, and the Indian Penal Code in response to the protests, which were extensively covered by the national media. A new offence, 
custodial rape, was also introduced. Concerns about female infanticide, gender bias, women's health, women's safety, and women's 
literacy brought together female campaigners as well. 

 
New women-focused NGOs were able to get started in the 1990s thanks to donations from international donor organisations. 

Women's rights have significantly improved in India thanks to self-help organisations and NGOs like the Self-Employed Women's 
Association (SEWA). Local movements now frequently have female leaders, such as Medha Patkar of the Narmada Bachao Andolan. 
2001 was designated as the Year of Women's Empowerment by the Indian government (Swashakti). In 2001, the National Policy for 
the Empowerment of Women became operational. Various policies and programmes for the empowerment of women were introduced 
under this policy. The continuing policies for women's empowerment have recently been combined under one policy for improved 
coordination. 

 
Women empowerment in India 

More than 23 million girls drop out of school each year in India due to lack of restrooms and lack of knowledge about 
menstruation. Girls from families in the top 20 percent of income levels receive an average of 9 years of education, while most girls in 
the lower strata never even enter a classroom. Over 8 million girls were aborted in a ten-year period (Census 2011). Our nation and the 
rest of the world need to work harder to meet the Sustainable Development Goal of gender equality by 2030 in order to truly empower 
women. All of these issues—gender equality, gender justice, women's empowerment, and women's safety—start at home and in the 
neighbourhood. The first step in making the world a more livable environment for women is to instill a shift in behaviour toward girls 
and women in their communities, sensitise boys as they grow up toward girls, and promote equality between a girl and a boy child. 

 
 

DIFFICULTIES IN ACCESSING JUSTICE 
1. Discriminatory legislation restricts women's freedom of choice and denies them access to a wider range of resources. For instance, 

laws forcing women to ask their husbands' permission before travelling or working, unequal marriage rights and obligations, and 
inheritance laws. 

2. Insufficient law is in place to address specific gender inequalities. For instance, despite workplace harassment policies, women 
are frequently the targets of verbal, physical, and sexual abuse. 

3. Women don't have enough access to information about their legal options, rights, and entitlements. Most often, they are kept out 
of family affairs like real estate and business transactions. 

4. Financial burdens associated with court litigation, such as court fines and transportation costs, trigger delays or inability to obtain 
judicial action. 

5. Owing to dependence, guilt, or terror, even women who are conscious of their rights are unable to achieve justice. Women are 
more protective of their marriages than men, and they are unable to sue a partner or a family member. 
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6. Inadequate judges and legal systems to fix societal gender inequality. It is exacerbated by the reduced ability of judges and legal 
systems. 

7. The justice system may be discriminatory against women or lack gender awareness. People in judicial systems, for example, 
believe that marriage-related affairs are private and outside of the institution ‘s jurisdiction. 

 
ENHANCED ACCESS TO JUSTICE FOR WOMEN 

"A looming sense of injustice pricks the human heart more than anything else. The disease that we can endure. However, injustice 
makes us want to destroy things. The threat to the continuation of free democracy is not hypothetical; it is very real. Democracy's very 
existence depends on making the machinery of justice so effective that every citizen will believe in it and benefit from its impartiality 
and fairness. However, when only the wealthy can enjoy the law as a dubious luxury and the poor, who most need it, cannot have it 
because of its expense, the threat to the continuation of free democracy is not hypothetical; it is very real. 

 
Following steps taken by the government for women’s 

1. National Commission for Women: The government created this legislative body in January 1992 with a clear mandate to 
investigate and regulate all issues connected to the constitutional and legal safeguards provided for women, examine current 
legislation and suggest modifications as necessary, and so forth. 

2. The 73rd Constitutional Amendment Acts, passed by Parliament in 1992, guarantee women one-third of all seats in all public 
offices in municipal bodies, whether rural or urban. This is known as the "reservation for women in local-self-government." 

3. The 1991–2000 National Plan of Action for the Girl Child: The Action Plan's main objective is to improve the female child's 
future while also ensuring her survival, safety, and growth. The National Policy for Children-2013 was adopted by the Indian 
government on April 26, 2013. 

4. National Policy for the Empowerment of Women, 2001: The Department of Women & Child Development of the Ministry of 
Human Resource Development created a "National Policy for the Empowerment of Women," in the year 2001. The goal of the 
policy is to advance the development and emancipation of women. Additionally, a draught of the 2016 National Policy for 
Women's Empowerment exists. 

 
Steps should be taken 

1. The statute must address every discriminatory and gender-biased provision. This objective will be achieved in part through legal 
analyses, legislative amendments, interim special initiatives, outreach projects, special grants, and the inclusion of women in 
judicial institutions. 

2. For women to be able to assert their rights, they must be personally and collectively motivated. Women's organisations should 
be given more power to enable women to participate in social activities and address the root causes of gender inequality, and 
there should be more opportunities for them to speak out and negotiate. 

3. To remove any barriers preventing women from accessing justice, judicial procedures must be enhanced and modified. It is 
important to appropriately address complaints from women and to increase their access to legal aid. For people working in judicial 
agencies, gender awareness training and skill-building exercises should be implemented together with gender policies, 
programmes, and processes. 

4. The legal language used in in-laws should be clear and explicit since ambiguous rules allow for the application of discriminatory 
standards. 

5. To eliminate the gender gaps in law enforcement, gender-specific regulations must be passed, as gender-neutral language 
frequently leads to the same problems as clear laws. Legislation that is gender-specific creates standards 

 
Conclusion 

 The daily reporting in different news publications and the numbers speak for themselves. It is a confirmation that regular 
women experience harassment in a variety of moderate to severe forms on our streets, at work, on public transportation, and even in 
their own homes. How long will this threat persist? What should we do in response to this, It is up to us to get up and do whatever action 
is necessary because we have few options and time is passing quickly. A stronger India must be demanded, one that is attentive to 
women's concerns while also being harsher because almost 50% of India's registered voters are women. Women's issues must be pushed 
in every lobby until the decision to act by the leaders is forced. Now is the time for self-reflection. We support one another as we stand 
tall, brave, and unafraid. Now is the moment to acknowledge India. No more provoking. We want a safer India for women because it is 
what we deserve for both ourselves and our daughters. 
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