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SHIROMANI AKALI DAL IN CONTEXT OF REGIONALISM: A CRITICAL ANALYSES 
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         Punjabi University, Patiala 

 
Abstract 

Within India's regionalism politics, Shiromani Akali Dal, the leading political party in Punjab, has an important place, who has 
influenced the politics of Punjab for almost a century and later shifts from Panthak issues to political party. After partition in Punjab 
Congress dominated the elections, But Akali Dal emerged as strong regional party. The Shiromani Akali Dal has always presented 
Indian democracy as a challenge and a question due to its policies and influences and it has placed the demands of a separate state, 
autonomy and more rights in India at the centre. In this research paper, we have tried to highlight the historical significance and roles of 
Shiromani Akali Dal in the context of regionalism in India, and we will study on the present and future of the party, we have tried to 
understand its historical relevance. 
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Introduction 

After independence from British rule, there has been a long debate about the politics of regionalism in India, in which the 
Shiromani Akali Dal, the central party of Punjab, has played a historic role. The Shiromani Akali Dal has not only influenced regionalism 
but also mainstream politics to a large extent and has given birth to a new debate regarding regionalism. To understand which, it becomes 
very important for us to first have a brief understanding of regionalism. According to Salma Abdul Sattar: 

Regionalism means having a specific attachment to a particular region or state. This feeling is either due to the 
long-standing discrimination of that region or else the people of that state become very politically aware and fight 
against the discrimination against themselves. Regionalism in other words means a group of people living in a 
particular geographical area having a single ideology distinctive language and common culture.1  
 

“Many factors play important role in the emergence of regional parties. Birth of regional parties are a natural consequence for 
establishment a democratic political system in a federal structure. Regional parties in Punjab come to develop own self-identity. Regional 
movements in Punjab had not been fully assimilated into Congress-led national movement. There was parallel movement seeking self-
identity.”2  

 
In political science, regionalism is the name of such a concept, in which a specific geographical area and dominance is 

established by the various linguistic people living within a country with their own language and culture. Under which they not only give 
importance to their separate existence, but also struggle continuously for it. In the Charter of the United Nations, regionalism is 
considered as a means of individual and collective self-defence and there is also a provision that regional organisations can be used to 
settle dispute. However, no definite definition of regionalism can be given within the national context, as its purpose and form largely 
depend on country. Regionalism is India is not limited to gaining political influence and the right to form governmental bodies. Here 
geographical situation, historical tradition, reasons and economic interests have combined to a minimum extent to give rise to 
regionalism and separatism and regional demands against the sense of unity of regionalism. 

 
“After the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee took over the management of the gurdwaras, the need for an 

organisation of a party was felt to look after the gurdwaras, on 23 January 1921 a meeting was called at Akal Takht Sahib and “Akali 
Dal” office bearer and members were elected (later in march 29, 1922 the Akali Dal named the organisation “Shiromani Akali Dal” 
according to its sixth resolution). The points that were announced in the initial programs of the Akali Dal were to unite the Jathas and 
serve the Panth and to implement the orders of the SGPC. After ‘Saka Nankana Sahib’ 1921, the activities of Akali Jatha became more 
intense and a large number of people joined this movement for the reforms of gurdwaras, here the SGPC always emphasised that the 

 
1 REGIONALISM: A Great Threat To National Unity Of India, Salma Abdul Sattar, The Indian Journal of Political Science, JULY - SEPT., 2011, 
Vol. 72, No. 3 (JULY - SEPT., 2011), pp. 759-764 
2 REGIONAL PARTIES AND THE EMERGING PATTERN OF POLITICS IN INDIA, SUDHA PAI, The Indian Journal of Political Science, July 
- Sept. 1990, Vol. 51, No. 3 (July - Sept. 1990), pp. 393-415 
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Akali Movement was religious and non-political and the Akali Dal only target is to improve the management of all Sikh Gurdwaras.”3  
Shiromani Akali Dal in context of Regionalism 

The Shiromani Akali Dal in Punjab has an important place among the regional parties of India. The Shiromani Akali Dal is a 
political party of Punjab, which came to being fulfilled the political and religious interest of Sikhism and which for a long time has 
opposed the important political parties of India, such as the Congress, in order to achieve the demands and objectives of the Sikhs and 
fought an important struggle for the freedom of India. Under the British rule, the Shiromani Akali Dal not only led the Gurdwara Reform 
Movement, which Mahatma Gandhi called the first important struggle for India’s independence, but also contributed to the creation of 
a smooth political system among the Sikhs in cooperation with the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee. Found the Shiromani 
Akali Dal was known as a non-regional party until around 1955 after India’s independence, but as soon as states were reorganised on 
the basis of language within India, Punjab was excluded, it emerged as a regional party by announcing the Punjabi Suba Morcha. The 
Punjabi State Front was an important stage in the further development of the Shiromani Akali Dal, which not only provided an important 
direction to the politics of Punjab, but also to the politics of India. Referring to the position of the Shiromani Akali Dal in the battle of 
the Punjabi state front fought by the Shiromani Akali Dal under regionalism, master Tara Singh in one of his speeches states as follows:  

Singho! We ask for freedom and they try to trap us in deep slavery. We are satisfied with the present situation and 
demand a Punjabi province, but they also prevent us from campaigning for the demand of a Punjabi province its 
slogan has been banned. Khalsa ji understand that everything is happening to ignore us. This is all we have, if it is 
gone, understanding is gone. So put everything at stake to maintain the honour. This is the time to walk on Guru 
Teg Bahadur Ji’s doctrines while remaining peaceful and offering Sees. The competition is with arrogant rulers, 
but we trust with Guru who said:  
Gareeba Oupar j Khinjai Dharree  
Parabreham sa agan Mehi Sarree||4 
 

This statement by Master Tara Singh makes it clear that after the partition of India, the Shiromani Akali Dal started a direct 
struggle with India for the fundamental demands of the Sikhs and the Punjab, which resulted in the formation of the Anti-emergency 
front, S.Y.L case, the attack on Shri Akal Takht Sahib and a long struggle of militancy in Punjab are achieved. Who got an ideological 
perspective through the resolution of Anandpur Sahib. However, after the 90s, the Shiromani Akali Dal began to retreat from the stance 
and soon became a part of Indian mainstream politics, but its place in the history of regional parties is still prominent included today.    
 
Electoral Performance 

After the partition of India, the Congress party was getting the majority in the elections because there was no other strong party 
in Punjab that could compete with the Congress party which was the main central party. But Akali Dal made its journey from panthak 
committee to regional party through struggles, even though Akali Dal emerged as a political party after the formation of Punjab state in 
1966, but till then it was only guarding panthak principles, but with the coming of 90s, Akali Dal boycotted the complete elections of 
the legislative assembly elections 1992. Although, Akali Dal contested the assembly elections even before 1966, regionalism was not at 
the core of the Akali Dal until then.  

 
After the end of militancy era, legislative assembly elections were held in 1997, in which Akali Dal (Badal) contested on 92 

seats and won 75 seats with 37.64 votes percentage. After bifurcation, the Akali dal party formed the government for the first time in 
the state and completed its full five-year term, in these elections the Akali Dal allied with Bhartiya Janta Party. After this long struggle 
Akali Dal became a strong party in Punjab politics. The next assembly elections were held in 2002, in which the Congress party won 
and the Akali Dal get only 41 seats with 31.08 vote percentage, and secured the place of opposition party. In 2007 and 2012 Legislative 
Assembly Elections Akali Dal won 48 (37.09%) and 56 (34. 75%) seats respectively and occupied the power of Punjab for ten 
consecutive years. In the 2017 assembly elections, the Congress registered the victory in which the Akali Dal could not even gain the 
place of the opposition party replaced by newly emerged Aam Adami Party. Again, the Akali Dal faced the defeat in 2022 assembly 
elections and Aam Adami Party won the elections and set the place as third front in Punjab politics. In these assembly elections 2022 
Akali Dal played worst role as compared to 1997 assembly elections.    

 
 
 
 

 
3 Dr. Harjinder Singh Dilgir, Shiromani Gurudwara Parbandhak Committee Kive Bani, SGPC, Amritsar, 2000, pp. 27-28. 
4 Guru Granth Sahib, Page 199 
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Electoral Performance of Shirmoni Akali Dal (1997-2022) 
Year Seats Contested Seats Won Vote Percentage 
1997 92 75 37.64 
2002 90 41 31.08 
2007 93 49 37.09 
2012 94 56 34.73 
2017 94 15 25.24 
2022 97 3 18.38 

 *Source: Election Commission of Punjab. 
 
Shiromani Akali Dal: Possibilities and Future Markers 

Even though the Akali Dal has faced a humiliating defeat in the 2022 assembly elections, many ideas have been expressed for 
its revival, the Shiromani Akali Dal itself. The Akali Dal decided to dissolve the entire organization structure of the party by accepting 
the suggestions given by the Jhunda Committee formed analyse this defeat. But this committee also remained silent about nepotism, 
which is considered to be the main reason for the downfall of Akali Dal, due to which we believe that unless Akali Dal gets away from 
nepotism, corruption and nationalistic approach, its future structure will remain in shambles. The main basis of Akali Dal is Panthak 
politics, which has faced embarrassment since the Shiromani Akali Dal has given way but we believe that the Akali Dal will have to 
return to its original Panthak principles which were established by the Shiromani Akali Dal. The policy program passed is an important 
part of Anandpur Resolution 1973.  
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