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Abstract  

Ever since the origin of life on the earth, it has been evolving owing to the wide range of the situations emerging and 
emerged acquiring new dimensions as well as power with each passing day and it was this avid nature of the man that our 
environment has suffered badly in the hands of so-called super creation thingummies. The government has taken initiatives to reserve 
the situation time to time. The government has given importance to the problem of river pollution with the establishment of a National 
River Conservation Authority. Climate change is real, and it is high time that nations and international organisations act on the 
ground. Biodiversity is important for the sustainability of all forms of life on this planet and is a gateway to diverse ecological 
services. Nirmal Bharat Abhiyan was restructured into the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan. Wetlands are areas where water is the primary 
factor controlling the environment and the associated plant and animal life. Conserving aquatic ecosystems (lakes and wetlands) 
through implementation of sustainable conservation plans governed with application of uniform policy and guidelines. Green skills 
contribute to preserving or restoring environmental quality for sustainable future and include jobs that protect ecosystems and 
biodiversity, reduce energy and minimize waste and pollution. To boost the existing environment-protection movement, greater emphasis 
is urgently needed for environmental education, peoples' participation, population control, and cost-effective pollution control measures. 
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Introduction  

Men and environment are inter-related.  Humans have been interacting with their environment since people first walked the 
Earth. The earth, on which we along with the rest of the flora and fauna live, in fact, provides us the conditions conducive to do so. 
The environment influences the life of human beings and also human beings modify their environment as a result of their growth, 
dispersal, activities, death and decay etc. Thus, all living beings including man and their environment are mutually reactive affecting 
each other in a number of ways and a dynamic equilibrium is possible in between the two, i.e. human beings (society) and 
environment are interdependent.  Advances in science and technology have helped us to exploit the environment for our benefit, but 
we have also introduced pollution and caused environmental damage.  Ever since the origin of life on the earth, it has been evolving 
owing to the wide range of the situations emerging and emerged acquiring new dimensions as well as power with each passing day 
and it was this avid nature of the man that our environment has suffered badly in the hands of so-called super creation thingummies. 
The impact of environmental problems on humans is significant, affecting all human activities, including health and socio-economic 
development 

 
Steps taken to preserve nature  

Now-a-days most of the countries give importance in healthy living. Environmental pollution is the biggest problems of the 
world facing today. It is an issue that troubles us economically, physically and our everyday lives. To keep the environment safe and 
healthy we should have to control the pollution levels every time. Without proper pollution control mechanism, environment will 
become very unhealthy for us as well as every living being in near future. In India, due to the rise of urbanization, issues like loss of 
forest cover and wildlife, pollution have increased. Pollution and environmental degradation have reached alarming dimensions due to 
poverty, deforestation, industrial development without adequate environmental safeguards and sheer greed. The government has taken 
initiatives to reserve the situation time to time. But it should be kept in mind that how excellent the policy and schemes may be, how 
sincere the efforts are, how efficiently they are implemented, it cannot meet the success until and unless it has a good amount of 
awareness and willingness to participate from the citizens. 

 
The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate change implemented the National River Conservation Programme, sub-

schemes of Conservation of Natural Resources and Ecosystems, Green India Mission, and National Afforestation Programme, 
National Costal Management Programme, National Mission on Himalayan studies under Climate Change Program under the Central 
Sector & Centrally Sponsored Schemes of Government of India. Though there are many schemes and programs launched by the 
government to meet the challenges and find solutions for it. Here, we will be focusing on six popular projects and schemes launched 
by the government. 
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Water conservation 
Reeling under extreme water crisis for the last several years now, India has been facing the consequences of neglecting the 

practice of water conservation. A significant number of populations has been severely affected by depleting water levels across the 
nation. Several man-made activities, water pollution, and consistent poor rainfall rate have put immense pressure on India’s water 
resources.  Rivers that were once crucial for agriculture and served as major resources for nearby villages and cities have dried up. The 
government has given importance to the problem of river pollution with the establishment of a National River Conservation Authority. 
Central Government is supplementing the efforts of the State Governments and Union Territories in addressing the challenges of 
pollution abatement of rivers by providing financial and technical assistance through National River Conservation Plan (NRCP) 
for identified polluted river stretches. The objective is to improve the water quality of the rivers, which are the major water sources in 
the country, through the implementation of the pollution abatement works. Cleaning of river is a continuous process and Government 
of India is supplementing the efforts of the State Governments in addressing the challenges of pollution of rivers by providing 
financial and technical assistance. Government launched an integrated Ganga conservation mission called ‘Namami Gange’ to arrest 
the pollution of Ganga River and revive the river for effective reduction initiated as flagship programme by Union in June 2014. The 
Namami Gange programme is an umbrella programme that integrates the previous and current ongoing initiatives by increasing 
efficiency and supplementing them with better coordinated and more comprehensive interventions. 

 
The Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change is presently implementing the works for pollution abatement of 

rivers, other than Ganga and its tributaries. the projects launched by the Government under National River Conservation Plan during 
the last three years are Pollution abatement of river Devika and Tawi at Udhampur, Tapi at Surat, Gujarat, Rani Chu in Zone-III, 
Gangtok and Nambul at Imphal, Manipur. The pollution abatement works taken up under this programme include interception and 
diversion works to capture raw sewage flowing into the rivers through open drains and diverting them for treatment, setting up of 
sewage treatment plants (STPs) for treating the diverted sewage, construction of low cost sanitation toilets to prevent open defecation 
on river banks, river front development work such as improvement of bathing ghats, afforestation on river banks, public Participation 
and awareness building etc. These schemes act as corrective measures for the conservation of the environment and the viable 
development of various ecosystems. The Ministry also monitors the implementation of the United Nations Convention to Combat 
Desertification (UNCCD) and has been carrying out enabling activities and other obligations of the Convention. Climate change is 
real, and it is high time that nations and international organisations act on the ground. 
 
Forest conservation 

Nevertheless, increasing population, deforestation, urbanization and industrialization have put our natural resources under 
immense pressure that has caused biodiversity losses. Biodiversity is important for the sustainability of all forms of life on this planet 
and is a gateway to diverse ecological services. The World Environment Day’s 2020 theme was ‘Celebrating Biodiversity’ an urgent 
and existential issue. The Ministry of Environment Forest and Climate Change has launched the Nagar Van Scheme or The Urban 
Forest Scheme on the occasion of World Environment Day on June 5th 2020. The Nagar Van scheme is planning to grow about 200 
Urban Forests pan India over the next five years. The Warje Urban Forest located in Pune at Maharashtra will be considered as a role 
model for this.  Our lifestyle is all about nature. Rural regions have forests, but there are not as many urban settlements. The urban 
forests should act like green lungs.  The vision of creating Nagar Van Udyan Scheme is to develop at least one City Forest in each city 
to accommodate a wholesome health environment and contribute to the growth of clean, green, and sustainable India. The scheme will 
also allow states to manage urban ecosystems. Conservation of biodiversity has historically been considered limited to remote forest 
areas, but there has also been a need to conserve and preserve biodiversity in urban areas with increasing urbanization. The best way 
to fill the distance is by urban forests. 

 
Cleanliness drive 

India began its journey of cleanliness with the efforts of Mahatma Gandhi. The Father of our nation initiated a massive 
awareness program on hygiene and sanitation which inspired many more leaders to follow his footsteps. Earlier, a sanitation program 
was launched in 1954. This was the first such program of the nation. It was followed by the launch of Central Rural Sanitation 
Programme in 1986. Then the strategic revamp of the scheme led to the development of the Total Sanitation Campaign in 1999, which 
transformed later into the Nirmal Bharat Abhiyan in 2012. Finally, the Nirmal Bharat Abhiyan was restructured into the Swachh 
Bharat Abhiyan by Cabinet approval. In 2014, Prime Minister Narender Modi launched a nation-wide campaign in the form of 
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan to achieve the dream of Clean India as a tribute to Mahatma Gandhi. This Abhiyan is the most 
transformational initiative and significant cleanliness campaign by Government of India. The aim is to accelerate the efforts to achieve 
universal sanitation coverage and to put the focus on sanitation and waste management under Swachh Bharat Abhiyan. It is nation-
wide campaign aiming to clean up the streets, roads, cities and rural areas and environment as whole. The main object is to cover 
resources for utilization through recycling and creating employment in the process. It consists of two sub-missions- Swachh Bharat 
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Mission (Grameen) which is implemented in rural areas focusing on improving the ambit of rural sanitation coverage and eliminating 
the practice of open defecation. The scheme also focuses on improving the management of solid and liquid wastes. Second is the 
Swachh Bharat Mission (Urban), which is being implemented in urban areas. The schemes aim to ensure three-fold objectives within 
its scope. First of all, it envisages reducing the number of households engaging in the practice of open defecation. The second 
objective is to convert pit latrines into sanitary latrines. The third objective of the Clean India Mission is to halt the construction of any 
new unsanitary toilets. When movies and movie stars become movements, the impact changes drastically. Set against the backdrop of 
Clean India Mission to improve sanitation across India, a social satire, Toilet- Ek Prem Katha is the classic example of this. It is the 
passion for cinema and campaigning to launch an inspirational communication strategy to raise awareness of one of the India’s biggest 
problem of open defecation citing the fundamental need to provide household across the nation with a functioning toilet. Build toilets 
before temples was the thought which grabbed attention of lay man and become popular slogan- Pehle shauchalay, phir devalaya. 
Bollywood megastar Amitabh Bachchan, the face and voice of Swachh Bharat says that more than a face, Swachh Bharat Abhiyan 
needs efforts by the youth and will only be successful if everyone does their bit. On supporting Clean India Mission, he strongly puts 
his words that only swachh India can become swasth India. Extensive use of social media and new-age technology is what makes 
this program a success.  A different version of the campaign was started as Bal swachhata Abhiyan. This looked at implementing 
the same effort in rural India and instilling the same values among children, respectively. 

 
The programme hopes to create a sense of responsibility among the citizens to help achieve Mahatma Gandhi’s aim for 

Clean India. Multi-dimensional approach is used to achieve the goals of sanitation and hygiene. Main focus is people’s 
participation and initiatives. The scheme offers flexibility to the beneficiaries for upgrading their toilets according to their 
requirements and financial condition. Integrating the element of rising information technology is what makes this program a 
success. The wholistic chain of development helps the scheme in building capacity of the community in an effective manner.  

 
Animal conservation 

Project Tiger has been the most successful environment project by the government and the largest species conservation 
initiative of its kind in the world. The much-needed project was launched in Jim Corbett National Park, Uttarakhand under the 
leadership of then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in 1973 to improve the decreasing numbers of Tigers in India. It is the scheme 
sponsored by Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change and assists the tiger states for tiger conservation. The 
objectives of the project are to reduce factors that cause the diminishing of tiger habitats and manage them, to protect and restore 
habitat, monitor them day-to-day, eco-development for local people, and relocation of the people from the habitats of tigers, also 
to ensure a viable tiger population for scientific, ecological, economic, aesthetic and cultural values. The project, apart from 
preserving the habitats of the tigers in their ecological purity, also does the job of conducting tiger census in the country. It also 
combats poaching. The project is working towards minimising tiger-human conflicts. The project is making continuous efforts in 
protecting them from extinction and preserving areas of biological importance as a natural heritage forever represented as close as 
possible, the diversity of ecosystems across the tiger’s distribution in the country. 

 
Wetland conservation 

Wetlands are areas where water is the primary factor controlling the environment and the associated plant and animal 
life. The association of man and wetlands is ancient, with the first signs of civilization originating in wetland habitats such as 
flood plains of Indus. They help check floods, prevent coastal erosion and mitigate the effects of natural disasters like cyclones 
and tidal waves. The loss of wetlands leads to environmental and ecological problems, which have a direct impact on the socio-
economic benefits of the associated populace. Unplanned urbanization and a growing population have taken their toll on 
wetlands. To counter these, management of wetlands has to be an integrated approach in terms of planning, execution and 
monitoring. 

 
The government of India initiated National Wetland Conservation Programme (NWCP), being implemented since 1986, 

to conserve lake and make acute use of wetlands in the country, therefore, preventing its further degradation. The scheme was 
introduced with the objectives of undertaking extensive conservation measures in the wetlands that need immediate help. The scheme 
was initiated with the objectives to lay down policy guidelines for conservation and management of wetlands in the country and to 
undertake intensive conservation measures in priority wetlands. 

 
For conservation of lakes and wetlands, Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate Change has been implementing two 

separate Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSS), namely the National Wetlands Conservation Programme (NWCP) and the National 
Lake Conservation Plan (NLCP). To avoid overlap, promote better synergies and to ensure that conservation/ management works, an 
new integrated scheme NPCA has come into force with the objective of conserving aquatic ecosystems (lakes and wetlands) through 
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implementation of sustainable conservation plans governed with application of uniform policy and guidelines and will operate through 
the implementation of sustainable conservation plans. The principal objectives of NPCA are holistic conservation and restoration of 
lakes and wetlands through an integrated and multidisciplinary approach with a common regulatory framework. This will enable 
enhancement of water quality, as well as enrichment of biodiversity and the ecosystem. The scheme will also contribute to reduction 
of pollution loads and improvement in goods and services provided by these water bodies to stakeholders. The new scheme includes 
within its scope the conservation and management of lakes and wetlands, the maintenance of an inventory and information system on 
these water bodies, a national-level directive on criteria for lakes and wetlands, a regulatory framework, the inclusion of capacity 
building at state government and local body levels, and evaluation. 

 
India being the second most populous country in the world is bestowed with a large working population. India has advantage 

of reaping the demographic dividend. However, drop-out rate from school coupled with poor vocational skills may hinder in reaping 
this dividend. Green skill is crucial in making a transaction from energy and emissions- intensive economy to cleaner and greener 
production and service patterns. It also prepares for green jobs that contribute to preserving or restoring the quality of the environment, 
while improving human well-being and social equity. 

 
Green souls 

Now days the word GREEN has become buzz word in all fields. The word is very much concerned over global warming and 
its abuses so we want everything to be GREEN to save the planet. Following the trend and moving away from technical or 
industrial skills, the Green Skill Development Programme (GSDP) launched in June 2017 of the Ministry of Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change is an initiative for skilled development in the environment. Green skills contribute to preserving or restoring 
environmental quality for sustainable future and include jobs that protect ecosystems and biodiversity, reduce energy and minimize 
waste and pollution. In line with the Skill India Mission of Hon’ble Prime Minister, Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate 
Change utilising the vast network has taken up an initiative for skill development in the environment. The programme endeavours to 
develop green skilled workers having technical knowledge and commitment to sustainable development, which will help in the 
attainment of the Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs), Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), National Biodiversity 
Targets (NBTs), as well as Waste Management Rules (2016). Green skills include conserving and protecting the green of nature 
alongside creating awareness among the youth to develop skills and gain experience. In May 2018, the GSDP mobile app was 
launched with a target of offering employment to five lakhs by 2021.   

 
Conclusion 

While every citizen should be responsible for safeguarding our environment, government initiatives have played a huge 
role in helping find solutions to the problem. From building toilets to ramping up cleanliness through the Swachh Bharat Mission 
and ‘Pehle shauchalaya, phir devalaya’ the government has time and again garnered people’s attention and support for the right 
cause.   

 
Fortunately, public concern, rooted in the country's past, has revived. Major pollutants and critically affected areas have been 

identified. Pollution control of water, air, and land has been established by both official and private organizations and the work on 
environmental protection is steadily growing. The Ganga purification plan is a representative case study. Simultaneously, environmental 
protection through pollution control, is also receiving administrative and legislative support and fiscal assistance through direct and indirect tax 
incentives. The country's courts are rendering valuable help to environmentalists by pronouncing far-reaching decisions in public-interest 
litigation. To boost the existing environment-protection movement, greater emphasis is urgently needed for environmental education, peoples' 
participation, population control, and cost-effective pollution control measures. 
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