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Introduction 

The economically vulnerable segment of our society is made up of the scheduled castes, scheduled tribes, and disadvantaged 
women from all caste backgrounds.  The Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes make up the majority of the population who lack 
access to agricultural labour and are therefore most likely to profit from this programme.  According to the Census of 2011, there are 
20,13,78,086 Scheduled Castes in India. It represents 16.6 per cent of India's whole population. The scheduled castes make up 12.6 
per cent of the population in urban areas and 18.5 per cent of the population in rural areas.  The Government of India has enacted the 
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act, 2005 to provide 100 days of guaranteed employment to rural 
households with an aim to enhance their living conditions.  Person days of the Scheduled Castes under the Mahatma Gandhi National 
Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) at the national level is 20.77 during 2018-19, while it is fell to 19.17 during 
2021-22.  The percentage of active Scheduled Caste workers under the MGNREGS in Andhra Pradesh is 24.46 per cent as on 31st 
March 2022, while the Scheduled Caste’s person days as of total person days is 23.55 per cent during 2021-22 in Andhra Pradesh, 
which is higher when compared to the national level. 

 
Review of Literature  

Bhaskar Kumar Kakati and Behera (2014) examined the status of women beneficiaries of MGNREGA in Jharkhand in 
general and with reference to inter-district variations in particular. It has also tried to identify factors contributing to such an emerging 
status of women in the process. the level of participation of women in NERGS in Jharkhand is low as compared to national level. 
Although the gap of women participation in Jharkhand to average national participation is decreasing year by year, still the gap is of 
about 22 percentage points which is very alarming for gender mainstreaming to development process. A number of factors are found 
to be responsible for the low participation of women in the programme. The analysis made with reference to government records finds 
a positive relationship between level of women participation in the programme and sex-ratio, total expenditure, wage expenditure and 
administrative expenditure. On the other hand, it also shows a negative relationship between such participation and female literacy, 
meaning that literacy level has no positive impact on the level of participation. While negative relationship between level of 
participation and female literacy could be used to explain the issue of low level of participation of women, the positive relations as we 
find do not help in explaining it.  

 
Krushna Ranaware et al. (2015) conducted a study to examine the impact of MGNREGS in the State of Maharashtra.  The 

study suggests that the works are pro-agriculture and primarily benefit small and marginal farmers in significant ways. The 
widespread perception that the MGNREGA does not create anything productive or that many of its works exist only on paper appears 
to be exaggerated, with a majority of respondents suggesting that the assets are somewhat or very useful. Another perception, that 
MGNREGA assets are non-durable, is not entirely true either. Many works, including those on public land, appear to be maintained 
regularly, if not by local governments, by users themselves. It is suggested that efforts to foster local participation, more careful 
selection of works, and a better design would ensure that the MGNREGA is effective in supporting livelihoods.  

 
Marchang Reimeingam (2016) assessed the impact of MGNREGA on scheduled tribe workers in Sikkim State.  The study 

finds that more than one-third of the total job card holders and employment or person days generated under the MGNREGS are 
benefited by STs; which is more than their population contribution in the State. Importantly, MGNREGA work increases the period of 
engagement in work for both principal/main and subsidiary/marginal workers thereby reducing underemployment and unemployment 
among the agriculturists. It is widely and effectively implemented in rural areas, with the help of strong and efficient Panchayati Raj 
Institution, as one of the most successful employment generation schemes. It improves the economic participation rates as well as 
strengthens an economic well-being of the rural household status by supplementing their income with the assured minimum wage rate 
of MGNREGA work. 

 
Ankita Aggarwal (2017) focused on wages being paid under MGNREGS.  It is opined that economically unviable wages are 

likely to lead to a significant reduction in the demand for MGNREGA work. This might in fact be the actual intention of the 
government in fixing unremunerative wages as it will allow it to reduce the expenditure on MGNREGA, given the demand-driven 
nature of the employment guarantee programme. The achievements of MGNREGA since its implementation in 2006 have been no 
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small feat. The incomes earned from MGNREGA wages and assets created under the programme have enabled rural households to 
ward off hunger and fight poverty.   

 
Ashok Pankaj (2017), after analyzing the functioning of the MGNREGS between the two successive Central Governments, 

suggested that it is high time that the rural and panchayati raj departments of state governments under the oversight of State 
Employment Guarantee Council (SEGC) should take the driving seat of this programme instead of the MoRD. The act has, in fact, 
intended so. It was passed as a model legislation and States were required to develop State-level programmes featuring regional 
variations within the scope and purview of the Act. States have remained indifferent towards the formation and functioning of the 
SEGC, so much so that the Supreme Court intervened to give direction to the states to constitute it. The states should step in in a big 
way to take this scheme forward. Otherwise, MGNREGS would not be different from, and in fact, heading towards the erstwhile 
centrally sponsored public works programme.  

 
Narayan Chandra Nayak et al. (2018) conducted a study to examine determinants of labour force participation in the 

MGNREGS.  Further, the study has analyzed the extent of household participation in MGNREGA in Odisha. The findings suggest 
that ‘clientelism’ is an overriding force under MGNREGA, indicating thereby that this scheme is a potent means to create ‘political 
society’. It is the awareness of the prospective benefits of a job card that motivates people to exhibit their willingness to have it and to 
get access.   

 
Objectives and Methodology 
 The objective of the present paper is to focus on spending pattern of the earnings of the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Scheme by the Scheduled Caste households over a period of time.  The study is based on the primary data.  
Primary data is collected using interview schedule on a five-point scale from Krishna District of Andhra Pradesh.  Sample size of the 
study is 640.  The data is collected randomly from 640 Scheduled Caste respondents, who have participated in the MGNREGS for 
alteast 5 years.  Percentages are used to analyze the data. 
 
Results and discussion 

The study has examined the spending pattern of the earnings of the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee 
Scheme by the Scheduled Caste households.  The study has examined the spending pattern on various factors like clearing off debts, 
expenditure towards social ceremonies, expenditure towards health, expenditure towards food & other consumption, durable goods 
expenditure and expenditure on clothes.  

 
Table – 1 shows the distribution of the sample respondents by whether they are spending the earnings of the MGNREGS 

towards clearing off debts.  The table shows that as many as around 71 per cent of the sample respondents are spending the earnings of 
the MGNREGS towards clearing off debts.  Thus, the study shows that the MGNREGS has resulted in clearing off debts of the 
Scheduled Caste households. 
 
Table – 1: SPENDING OF EARNINGS OF THE MGNREGS BY THE SAMPLE SCHEDULED CASTE HOUSEHOLDS 
TOWARDS CLEARING OFF DEBTS 

Response of the sample respondents  Number of respondents  Percentage 
Yes  452 70.60 
No 188 29.40 
Total 640 100.00 

 Source:  Computed from the Primary Data. 
  
 Sample respondents are asked to state whether they are spending the earnings of the MGNREGS towards expenditure 
relating to social ceremonies.  It is noticed from the study that just little over one third of the sample respondents only are spending the 
earnings of the MGNREGS towards expenditure relating to social ceremonies (37 per cent), while the rest 63 per cent of the sample 
respondents are not spending the earnings of the MGNREGS towards expenditure relating to social ceremonies (Table – 2). 
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Table – 2: SPENDING OF EARNINGS OF THE MGNREGS BY THE SAMPLE SCHEDULED CASTE HOUSEHOLDS 
TOWARDS SOCIAL CEREMONIES 

Response of the sample respondents Number of respondents  Percentage 
Yes 237 37.00 
No 403 63.00 
Total 640 100.00 

 Source:  Computed from the Primary Data. 
 

Sample respondents are asked to state whether they are spending the earnings of the MGNREGS towards expenditure 
relating to health.  Table – 3 shows the distribution of the sample respondents by their spending pattern of earning of the MGNREGS 
on health-related expenditure.  It is obvious from the table that close to three fourths of the sample respondents are spending the 
earnings of the MGNREGS towards expenditure relating to health also over a period of time, while the rest about 25 per cent of the 
sample respondents are not spending the earnings of the MGNREGS towards expenditure relating to health. 
 
Table – 3: SPENDING OF EARNINGS OF THE MGNREGS BY THE SAMPLE SCHEDULED CASTE HOUSEHOLDS 
TOWARDS HEALTH-RELATED EXPENDITURE 

Response of the sample respondents Number of respondents  Percentage 
Yes 478 74.70 
No 162 25.30 
Total 640 100.00 

Source:  Computed from the Primary Data. 
 

An attempt is made in the present study to explore whether the sample Scheduled Caste households are spending the earnings 
of the MGNREGS towards food and consumption expenditure.  Distribution of the sample respondents by their response on whether 
they are spending the earnings of the MGNREGS towards food and consumption expenditure is given in Table – 4.  It is noticed from 
the table that as many as around 73 per cent of the sample respondents are spending the earnings of the MGNREGS towards food and 
consumption expenditure, while the rest about 27 per cent of the sample respondents are found to be not spending the earnings of the 
MGNREGS towards food and consumption expenditure.  
 
Table – 4: SPENDING OF EARNINGS OF THE MGNREGS BY THE SAMPLE SCHEDULED CASTE HOUSEHOLDS 
TOWARDS FOOD & OTHER CONSUMPTION EXPENDITURE 

Response of the sample respondents Number of respondents  Percentage 
Yes 466 72.80 
No 174 27.20 
Total 640 100.00 

Source:  Computed from the Primary Data. 
 
 The study has made an attempt to examine whether the Scheduled Caste households are spending the earnings of the 
MGNREGS towards expenditure on durable items.  Table – 5 shows the responses of the sample respondents as to spending earnings 
of the MGNREGS towards expenditure on durable items.  The data reveals that just little over half of the sample respondents are 
spending the earnings of the MGNREGS towards expenditure on durable items (52.50).  On the contrary, around 48 per cent of the 
sample respondents are found to be not spending the earnings of the MGNREGS towards expenditure on durable items.   
 
Table – 5: SPENDING OF EARNINGS OF THE MGNREGS BY THE SAMPLE SCHEDULED CASTE HOUSEHOLDS 
TOWARDS EXPENDITURE ON DURABLE ITEMS 

Response of the sample respondents Number of respondents  Percentage 
Yes 336 52.50 
No 304 47.50 
Total 640 100.00 

 Source:  Computed from the Primary Data. 
 
 Sample respondents are asked to state whether they are spending the earnings of the MGNREGS towards purchase of clothes.  
Response of the sample respondents are indicated in Table – 6.  It is divulged from the table that about 69 per cent of the sample 
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respondents are found to be not spending the earnings of the MGNREGS towards purchase of clothes.  On the other hand merely 
around 31 per cent of the sample respondents are found to be utilizing the earnings of the MGNREGS towards purchase of clothes. 
 
Table – 6: SPENDING OF EARNINGS OF THE MGNREGS BY THE SAMPLE SCHEDULED CASTE HOUSEHOLDS 
TOWARDS PURCHASE OF CLOTHES 

Opinion of the sample respondents  Number of respondents  Percentage 
Yes 196 30.60 
No 444 69.40 
Total 640 100.00 

Source:  Computed from the Primary Data. 
 
Conclusion 

The study has examined the spending pattern of the earnings of the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee 
Scheme by the Scheduled Caste households over a period of time.  The study has examined the spending pattern on various factors 
like clearing off debts, expenditure towards social ceremonies, expenditure towards health, expenditure towards food & other 
consumption, durable goods expenditure and expenditure on clothes. The study finds that huge chunk of the sample Scheduled Caste 
households are spending the earnings of the MGNREGS towards clearing off debts.  It is noticed from the study that just little over 
one third of the sample respondents only are spending the earnings of the MGNREGS towards expenditure relating to social 
ceremonies.  It is obvious from the study that close to three fourths of the sample respondents are spending the earnings of the 
MGNREGS towards expenditure relating to health also over a period of time.  The study finds that close to three fourths of the sample 
respondents are spending the earnings of the MGNREGS towards food and consumption expenditure.  More than half of the sample 
respondents are found to be spending the earnings of the MGNREGS towards expenditure on durable items.  Majority of the sample 
respondents are found to be not utilizing the earnings of the MGNREGS towards purchase of clothes.  Therefore, the study shows that 
the MGNREGS has resulted in clearing off debts of the Scheduled Caste households, improved expenditure on food and other 
consumption items and health related expenditure. 
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