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Introduction 

Relations with Russia are a key pillar of India's foreign policy, and Russia has been a long-standing time-tested partner of 
India.  Both countries signed "Declaration on the India-Russia strategic partnership" in October 2020.  Traditionally the Indo-Russian 
strategic partnership has been built of five major components: Politics, defence, civil nuclear energy, and terrorism on co-operation 
and space. Since the signing of “Declaration on the India-Russia Strategic Partnership” in October 2000, India-Russia ties have 
acquired a qualitatively new character with enhanced levels of cooperation in almost all areas of the bilateral relationship including 
political, security, defence, trade and economy, science and technology, and culture. Under the Strategic Partnership, several 
institutionalized dialogue mechanisms operate at both political and official levels to ensure regular interaction and follow up on 
cooperation activities. During the visit of the Russian President to India in December 2010, the Strategic Partnership was elevated to 
the level of a “Special and Privileged Strategic Partnership.”  On April 12, 2019, President Putin signed the Executive Order on 
Awarding PM Russia’s highest state decoration - Order of St Andrew the Apostle. The order was presented to PM for his 
distinguished contribution to the development of a privileged strategic partnership between Russia and India and friendly ties between 
the Russian and Indian peoples.  PM met President Putin on the sidelines of the BRICS summit in Brasilia on November 13, 2019. 
They reviewed the bilateral cooperation and President Putin again extended his invitation to PM for the celebration of 75th 
anniversary of Victory Day in Moscow on 9th May 2020. 

 
India–Russia relations  

The bilateral relations between the Republic of India and the Russian Federation. During the Cold War, India and the Soviet 
Union (USSR) had a strong strategic, military, economic and diplomatic relationship. After the dissolution of the Soviet Union, Russia 
inherited its close relationship with India which resulted in both nations sharing a special relationship. Russia and India both term this 
relationship as a "special and privileged strategic partnership". 

 
IRIGC 
Meeting of IRIGC in New Delhi, India December 2012 

The Indo-Russian Inter-Governmental Commission (IRIGC) is the main body that conducts affairs at the governmental level 
between both countries. Some have described it as the steering committee of Indo-Russia relations. It is divided into two parts, the first 
covering Trade, Economic, Scientific, Technological and Cultural Co-operation. This is normally co-chaired by the Russian Deputy 
Prime Minister and the Indian External Affairs Minister. The second part of the commission covers Military Technical Co-operation 
this is co-chaired by the two countries respective Defence Ministers. Both parts of IRIGC meet annually. The IRIGC (India-Russia 
Intergovernmental Commission) is the main body that conducts affairs at the governmental level between both countries. Both 
countries are members of international bodies including the UN, BRICS, G20 and SCO. Russia has stated that it supports India 
receiving a permanent seat on the United Nations Security Council. In addition, Russia has expressed interest in joining SAARC with 
observer status in which India is a founding member.  The India and Russia ties have been a longstanding relation. Since the signing 
of the “Declaration on the India-Russia Strategic Partnership” in October 2000, the two countries, however, need to amend their 
policies as they are interdependent on each other in various ways and continuing cordial ties shall be beneficial for both, India and 
Russia. In this article, we shall discuss in detail the bilateral ties between India and Russia and the political, economic, defence, trade, 
etc. Relations between the two countries. 

 
India and Russia Bilateral Relations 

The Indo-Russian strategic partnership has been built on six major components: politics, defence, trade, civil nuclear energy, 
anti-terrorism cooperation and space. During the Cold War, India and the Soviet Union had a strong strategic, military, economic and 
diplomatic relationship. After the Dissolution of the Soviet Union, Russia inherited its close relationship with India which resulted in 
both nations sharing a Special Strategic Relation 
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Political Relations 
The Annual Summit meeting between the Prime Minister of India and the President of the Russian Federation is the highest 

institutionalised dialogue mechanism in the strategic partnership between India and Russia. As of 2020, 20 Annual Summit meetings 
have taken place alternatively in India and Russia 14 MoUs in the fields of Trade and Investments, defence cooperation, Road 
Transport and cooperation in oil and gas sectors were signed during the visit of Prime Minister Narendra Modi in 2019. Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and President Vladimir Putin held their first informal Summit in the city of Sochi in the Russian Federation 
on May 21, 2018.  

 
Defence and Security Relations 
 India-Russia military-technical cooperation has evolved from a buyer-seller framework to one involving joint research, 

development and production of advanced defence technologies and systems 
 The first-ever Tri-Services exercise –‘INDRA 2017’ took place in Vladivostok from October 19 to 29, 2017. Know more about 

INDRA – the joint military exercise between India and Russia, at the linked article.  
 On December 13-16, bilateral Russian-Indian naval exercise Indra Navy-2018 was held in the Bay of Bengal 
 Joint Tri-Services Exercise ‘INDRA 2019’ between India and Russia was carried out simultaneously in Babina, Pune, and Goa 

from 10th -19th December 2019 
 

Major components of bilateral trade 
a. Top 5 import items in India from Russia during 2018 were: 

I. Mineral fuels, mineral oils and products of their distillation; bituminous substances; mineral waxes 
II. Natural or cultured pearls, precious or semi-precious stones, precious metals 

III. Nuclear reactors, boilers, machinery and mechanical appliances; parts thereof 
IV. Electrical machinery and equipment and parts thereof 
V. Fertilizers 

b. Top 5 export items from India to Russia during 2017-18 were: 
I. Pharmaceutical products 

II. Electrical machinery and equipment and parts thereof 
III. Nuclear reactors, boilers, machinery and mechanical appliances; parts thereof 
IV. Organic chemicals 
V. Vehicles other than railway or tramway rolling-stock, and parts and accessories thereof 

 
Nuclear Energy 

Russia is an important partner for India in the area of peaceful use of nuclear energy. It recognizes India as a country with 
advanced nuclear technology with an impeccable non-proliferation record. In Dec 2014, DAE and Russia’s Rosatom signed the 
Strategic Vision for strengthening cooperation in peaceful uses of atomic energy. Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant (KKNPP) is being 
built in India with Russian cooperation. KKNPP Units 1 and 2 have already become operational and construction of Units 3&4 is 
going on. Credit Protocol for Unit 5&6 was signed during 18th Bilateral Summit and technical evaluation of the 2nd site is currently 
going on. DAE signed a trilateral MoU on cooperation in the implementation of the Rooppur NPP construction project in Bangladesh 
along with the Ministry of Science and Technology of Bangladesh and Rosatom.  

 
Space Cooperation 

India-Russia cooperation in the field of peaceful uses of outer space dates back to about four decades. Both sides cooperate in 
the peaceful uses of outer space, including satellite launches, GLONASS navigation system, remote sensing and other societal 
applications of outer space. A MoU ISRO and ROSCOSMOS on Joint Activities in the field of Human Spaceflight Programme was 
signed during the 19th Bilateral Summit.  

 
Science & Technology 

The Working Group on Science and Technology functioning under IRIGC-TEC, the Integrated Long-Term Programme 
(ILTP) and the Basic Science Cooperation Programme are the three main institutional mechanisms for bilateral Science and 
Technology cooperation, while the Science Academies of the two countries promote inter-academy exchanges. A number of new 
initiatives in this sphere include India-Russia Bridge to Innovation, cooperation in telemedicine, creation of a Traditional Knowledge 
Digital Library (TKDL), GIAN, and the Russia India Network (RIN) of universities.  
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Cultural Cooperation 
The Embassy of India through the grant provided by the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of India conducted a six month 

long “Festival of India in Russia” from September 2018 to March 2019 in 22 cities with 34 performances by 10 groups, showcasing 
the best of Indian music, dance, food and spiritual traditions. As per the reciprocal agreement, regular cultural exchange between India 
and Russia has been taking place since 2015. Recently, more than 60 Russian artists from 3 groups have traveled to India for Festival 
of Russian Culture. Similarly, from September 2019, four Indian groups will travel to more than 10 Russian cities over four months as 
part of “Namaste Russia.”  Russia has been an active partner country for ITEC scholarship with around 76 Russians taking the benefit 
in 2018-19. The number of ICCR scholarships has been steadily growing every year. 

 
Cultural Relations 
 About 20 Russian Institutions, including leading universities and schools, regularly teach Hindi to about 1500 Russian students 
 Apart from Hindi, languages such as Tamil, Marathi, Gujarati, Bengali, Urdu, Sanskrit and Pali are taught in Russian 

Institutions 
 Indian dance, music, yoga and Ayurveda are among few other interests that people of Russia enjoy 
 A “Festival of India in Russia” was held in Russia between September 2018 to March 2019 in 22 cities with 34 performances 

by 10 groups, showcasing the best of Indian music, dance, food and spiritual traditions 
 On October 2, an exhibition dedicated to the 150th anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi and about his friendship with the Russian 

writer Leo Tolstoy was opened at the State Duma of the Russian Federation 
 

International/Multilateral Organizations and Connectivity Projects 
BRICS: Under the chairmanship of South Africa, EAM attended the 2nd BRICS Foreign Ministers meeting in Pretoria on 4th June 
2018. NSA participated in the meeting of BRICS National Security Advisors from 28-29th June 2019 in Durban. PM participated in 
the BRICS summit in Johannesburg in July 2018 where he also met President Putin on the sidelines. 
SCO: Chief Justice visited Sochi from June 17-19 2019, for the 14th Meeting of Chief Justices of SCO and held bilateral meeting 
with Chief Justice of Supreme Court of Russia. Secretary West visited Moscow from 11-12th July 2018 along with JS(SCO) where 
she met DFM Morgulov and participated in the SCO DFMs’ meeting on international issues.  
NSG: Russia has been a long-standing supporter of India’s membership of the Nuclear Suppliers Group. This support was also 
reflected in the Joint Statement adopted during President Putin’s visit to New Delhi in October for the 19th Annual Bilateral Summit. 
UNSC: In the recently adopted Joint Statement during the 19th Bilateral Summit, India & Russia reaffirmed the need to reform the 
UN Security Council to better reflect the current world order and make it more effective in dealing with emerging global challenges. 
Russia reiterated its unwavering support to India for Permanent Membership in an expanded UNSC. 
 
Russia also plays a very important role in assisting the Indian Navy with its submarine programmes 
 Indian Navy’s first submarine, ‘Foxtrot Class’ came from Russia 
 India is dependent on Russia for its nuclear submarine programme 
 INS Vikramaditya, the sole aircraft carrier operated by India, is also Russian in origin 
 Nine of the fourteen conventional submarines operated by India are Russian 
 
India-Russia – Trade Relations 

 The two countries intend to increase bilateral investment to US$50 billion and bilateral trade to US$30 billion by 2025 
 In 2019, total bilateral trade between the two countries from January-September, 2019 stood at USD 7.55 billion 
 From 2013 to 2016 there was a major decline in the trade percentage between the two countries. However, it increased from 

2017 onwards and a constant increase was noticed in 2018 and 2019 as well 
 While in 2017, trade in services was USD 1095.4 million, it reduced slightly in 2018 to USD 999 million. The figure stands at 

USD 633.68 million for the period (January – June), 2019 
 Top products of import in India from Russia include: 

 
A tricky path ahead 

In light of this long history of strong diplomatic, military, cultural and economic ties, it is hardly surprising that the Indian 
government and the public at large, chose to stand with Russia as it faced condemnation from the international community.  India 
wants to maintain a positive relationship with Russia because it needs Moscow’s support in resolving its territorial conflicts with its 
neighbours, especially China. It also wants to continue to enjoy economic and military support from Russia. Furthermore, as Russia 
repeatedly supported India at the UN on issues like Kashmir, many Indians feel as if it is now their turn to return the favour. 
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Maintaining support for Russia is not going to be easy for India in the coming weeks and months – especially as Moscow, facing 
crippling sanctions, comes closer to officially becoming a pariah state. 

 
Why is India standing with Putin’s Russia? 

Since the beginning of Russia’s all-out invasion of Ukraine on February 24, the Indian government, and large segments of the 
Indian public, have firmly been on Putin’s side. Hashtags like #IStandWithPutin and #istandwithrussia trended on Indian social media, 
and the Indian government demonstrated – perhaps most notably by refusing to support UN resolutions condemning the invasion – 
that it is not willing to jeopardise its strong ties with Russia over Putin’s actions in Ukraine. India’s approach to the situation in 
Ukraine is hardly surprising or atypical. Since the establishment of diplomatic ties following India’s independence in 1947, relations 
between Moscow and New Delhi have been shaped by a “high degree of political and strategic trust”. Across the years, Russia and 
India routinely took similar stances and supported each other on contentious international issues. 

 
Conclusion 

Indeed, if Russia fails to score a decisive victory in Ukraine, or struggles to maintain its economic and military influence in 
Asia due to sanctions, the Indian government may feel the need to reassess its stance on Putin. But, at least for now, no one should be 
at all surprised that India is “standing with Russia” and “supporting Putin”. A sharp rise in Russia - China defense ties, the assertive 
foreign policy of a rising china in the Indo-Pacific, and the China - Pakistan nexus will all encourage India to continue to strengthen 
ties with Russia.  It is clear that India - Russia relations remain vital for both countries amid a changing regional and global security 
environment.  More will need to be done it the relationship is to play the role both countries clearly expect with more emphasis on 
defense deals as well as energy ties in recent times.  India tride to ward off the impression that it is tilting towards the United States of 
America. To give a star to the revival of their ties India and Russia shall focus on laying a clear path for expensive economic 
cooperation and generating a better understanding of each other’s imperatives and Indo pacific.   
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