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Abstract 

In our policy our ancient civilization, the smirites of Manu and the Mahabharata occupy a position of uncommon 
significance. In the political sphere the break-up of the Mauryan Empire after a century and a half of fruitful distance was followed by 
a series of foreign invasions which succeeded in bringing large portions of northern and western India under foreign rule. The tide of 
barbarian conquest, however was stemmed and to some extent, turned, by the rise of new and mightly dynasties like the sungas and 
the bhattiyas in northern the cheats in eastern and the satvanans in western India. Manu in Hindu tradition is considered to the first of 
Brahma’s sons and a progenitor of human race. Manu thought the most admirable works are today available to us as 18 dharmshartras 
of which the work of Manu (manu smriti) is considered the most important and widely used. Manus mirti projects an ideal society and 
ideal human conduct as the basis to establish an orderly society and divine centered life. Manu touches whole aspect of life, society, 
state, religion, kingship and who to expend the state ship also. Manu the first Indian thinker that touches clearly the international 
relations and talks about that ki how (raja) expand their boundary’s …… who working mitra and who was “shatru” …… 
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Introduction 
Main features of Manu smriti 

Manu smiriti unlike earlier smrites propounds not one but all the four ends of life … Dharma, Arta, Kama and Moksha its 
contents are scattered in twelve chapters dialing with the topics enumerated as under: 
 Rules for the snataka 
 Five major sacrifices 
 Origin of the creation 
 Food worth eating and otherwise 
 Vanaprash and sanyas 
 Adjudication of civil disputes, taxation and raja dharma 
 Asking of question from the witnesses 
 Duties of husband and wife, division of wealth and property 
 Duties in an emergency 
 Penances or expiation for sins 
 Self-knowledge leading to moksha. the contents stated above reveal that manusmiriti is primarily concerned with social 

relations and conduct though incidentally reference to things political also is discernible. 
 

The main words of Manu 
 Manu has depicted the natural state as a state of anarchy in which ‘might is right’and there is no king. 
 The essence of the Vedas is embodied by Manu in his smirits. 
 Manu believed in the theory of ‘divine origin’. According to him, the institution of kingship originated in this country as a 

result of the creation of god. The king was also the symbol of authority of force. 
 According to Manu the state originated as a result of creation of god. He says that the political organization (Rajya) has seven 

constituent elements (Prakriti). In other words, there are seven organs of the state: 
 Swami (The sovereign ruler) 
 Amatya (The Official) 
 Pura (The capital city) 
 Rashtra (The kingdom) 
 Kosha (Revenue) 
 Bala (The outstanding army) 
 Mitra (The foreignally) 
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The King: work, workship and Liabilities 
The king must discharge his duties in such a way as to make him respected. He should be a friend to his subjects and be 

modest and courteous. Manu has said the king should have knowledge of two things, namely: dharma or duty, 2. force or punishment. 
Without this knowledge, he cannot maintain his personality and prestige. The main job of the king is to observe the value of dharma or 
duty and deterrent punishment of those who flout the values of dharma or duty. It is stated in the Manu smitri that before the creation 
of the king, God made force or punishment to enable the king to discharge his duties. 
 Manu has stated that it is the duty of king to listen to the Vedas regulary.it is also the duty of the king to give due respect to 

learned people and follow their advice. 
 Manu analyses the impossibility of one-man rule in view of the difficulty and intricacy of governmental affairs. Hence, he 

pleads for the appointment of high officials or ministers (sachiva), to look after each department of the government separately. 
 The important principles the council of ministers of the king should: 
 The principle of tradition 
 The principal of ability 
 The test of courage 
 The principal of examination 
 The principle of fulfillment of objectives. 

 
 There should be division of power and distribution of functions among the ministers. Distribution of functions should be done 

on the basis of the efficiency of the person. Manu has stated clearly that the kind should discharge all his duties in consultation 
with the ministers. 

 Manu lays streets on the qualifications for the appointment of ambassadors whose duty is to maintain friendly relations with 
other countries. He explains that the army which is the means of control depends upon the minister revenue and the kingdom 
depends upon the king, while peace and war depend upon the ambassador. 

 Manu attaches great importance to the construction of forts. He says that the fort should be located at a place which is close to 
forest, grass, water and grains. The place should be such that enemies cannot attack it easily. 

 The boundary of the village should be properly fixed and marked by trees. 
 Manu has suggested many ways and means for the integrated development of the society. He has emphasized the importance of 

judicial administration for the orderly development of the country. 
 Manu deals with the king should regulate the economic life of the community. The king should watch and control traders. He 

should fix the prices of all marketable goods, enforce the weights and measures and re-examine them at regular intervals of six 
months. phycians and veterinary surgeons who neglect their duties, should be fined. Manu also deals with a number of other 
important officials who are concerned with mines, manufacture, store-houses, revenue, etc. 
 

Manu and its financial Goals and tax system 
Manu says that no government cans work without finance. or this purpose, tax should be leived. The taxes include: 

 Land revenue 
 Fees 
 Fines 
 Taxes for the use of river water and playing of boats 
 Taxes on animals 
 Taxes on artisans and people of other professions 
 Sales tax 

 
Manu has dealt with all aspects of life and administration and has suggested many ways and means for improving the 

conditions of the people and the principles to be observed for administering the country. 
 
Manu: The ancient Hero 

Manu is the author of the Manu smiriti or Manu samhita which is one of the outstanding works after the Vedas. The 
systematized growth of society, religion and polity has been very aptly depicted in the chapters of Manu smriti. Some examples of life 
and administration laid down by Manu are applicable even today. 
These are following reseaons 
 Manu is the author of the Manu smriti which is admittedly the most important and authoritative work. 
 The Manu smriti constitutes the foundation of the social order of Vedic times. 



 
Cover Page 

  

  
 
DOI: http://ijmer.in.doi./2022/11.08.44 

            

 

ISSN:2277-7881; IMPACT FACTOR :7.816(2022); IC VALUE:5.16; ISI VALUE:2.286 
Peer Reviewed and Refereed Journal: VOLUME:11, ISSUE:8(3), August: 2022 

Online Copy of Article Publication Available (2022 Issues): www.ijmer.in 
Digital Certificate of Publication: http://ijmer.in/pdf/e-Certificate%20of%20Publication-IJMER.pdf 

Scopus Review ID: A2B96D3ACF3FEA2A 
Article Received: 2nd August 2022   

 Publication Date:10th September 2022 
Publisher: Sucharitha Publication, India 

 

 
21 

 

 The Manu smriti deals with the different aspects of life and administration and it has suggested ways and means for improving 
the conditions of the people and the principles to be adopted by administering the country. 

 Manu has clearly prescribed the qualities and obligations of the king, duties and responsibilities of the ministers and judges. 
 Manu has laid stress on coercive authority of the ruler. He says that danda rules the people, danda alone protects them,danda is 

awake when others are asleep, and the wise declare danda to be identical with the law. 
 Manu has attached much importance to the maintenance of international or inter-state relations. 
 Manu is an exponent of the psychological approach to social and political problems. 
 Manu stresses upon the purification of human motives and character. 

 
 Conclusion and Criticisms: Manu has been subjected to criticism on the following grounds: Manu was a supporter of the divinity of 
the king was completely unaware of any democratic norms. He was a strong supporter of the priestly order. It is said that Manu’s 
scheme of administrative arrangements is based on a limited knowledge of India’s geography. The scheme of four-fold varnas and 
ashrams as categorized by Manu has failed to solve the complicated problems of economic exploitation and has led to many other 
social complications and tensions. 
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