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The proposed paper entitled is “A Socio-Philosophical Study on Ideal Society as in the thoughts of M.K Gandhi.” In my 

present study, I want to discuss a few things about concept of Ideal society.The ideal society is true or good society where everyone 
attains equal rights and opportunities. Gandhi believes that all must have equal opportunity. He made an attempt to root out 
inequalities among the people of India. Nowadays, one can witness that there is gross economic inequality among the people of India. 
His idea of society is that,‘why are we born equal?’ meaning that we have right equal opportunities and all have not the same capacity.  
Gandhi wanted to say that all members of the society should be provided quality wages. Gandhi believes that all men are equal, no 
men are rich-poor, owner-labour and slave. “Everyone is respected for his own work. People getting higher wages consider 
themselves superior, profession carrying better emoluments are considered to be better kinds of profession.”1 Every good activity is 
necessary for society. We know no work is big or small. Every individual is important in society. Every good work contributes 
towards the construction of a good society. In his view, the basis for the distribution of work should be the aptitudes and capacities of 
the people and not wages. Any discrimination, exploitation and deprivation will be rejected, in the step of economic opportunity and 
same work for same respect. Nobody can attain any good thing in life through injustice and inequality but only through justice and 
equality. So, Gandhi's views of society is based on love, pity, sacrifice, forgiving and service to others. 
 

In my paper,I would like to show that Gandhi’s social service is greatest welfare for all and tried to remove Untouchability, 
Harijan and social evils. Gandhi says that forgiving, self-sacrifice, non-violence, tolerance and self-resistance is pressing civilization 
in society. Social and economic equality is pressing in modern society. Harijan and Untouchables were not fit in the society, because 
their work was inferior such as cleaning of dirty, sweeping and washing clothes etc. So they are unfit and undignified in the society. In 
his whole life, Gandhi has served for the Untouchables and Harijan. His saying “service to man is service to God” is a good example 
and relevant for the modern society. I shall discuss the concept of Ideal society which is relevant in the present human society. 

 
Gandhi’s initiative on economic development of people was through cottage industries and handloom. Gandhi’s Khadi 

movement improved self-employment of people. He understood that there is nothing like poorest and lower, no need of charity or 
mercy of others, we can by ourselves solve our own problems. Gandhi is a great soul in modern India; he is called a Mahatma or a 
great soul. He maintains destiny of the people through his enlightening teachings. He aroused moral and ethical consciousness among 
the people and contributed many conditions for the progression of the nation. Man can itself solve his or her problem, and promotes 
privileges and opportunities to the nation, country and world. True education is necessity for people, which is the progress of the 
nation. Gandhi teaches that truth and non-violence are the weapons of the individual, nation and world. Gandhi says, ‘my life is my 
message’, and ‘my life is a series of experiments with truth’ are literally true.2   

 
Gandhi is a man who fought his whole life for untouchables, poor, Harijan and for empowerment of women. In the traditional 

Indian society, it is great challenge of his times generated by the confrontation of the foreign domination and colonialism on the one 
hand and the weak, poor, disputed stratified social order on the other, Gandhi by involving himself in the tension and turmoil in our 
society had added new idea from his experiment with truth. His contribution is for the progress and development of the country and 
world view for the wellbeing and welfare of humanity. Gandhi’s greatest vision is the establishment of the modern society, where 
there is no discrimination and exploitation. All men equally live according to their own capability and ability. Gandhi inspired 
common people for their living standard should be simple and ordinary. And the creation is the creativity of home industry, self-
employment and Khadi movement. It is for the profit of the individual, nation and country because all men get work. Gandhi opposed 
big industry and centralization of power because they create class division, illiteracy, poverty, unemployment and discrimination. 

 
According to Gandhi uplifting of women education and empowerment is the greatest challenge of modern India. He wanted 

to develop a human society by his experience, his insight, education and teaching of the great masters like Tolstoy and John Ruskin 
who had a profound influence on him. Gandhi tried to establish new social idea in the modern society such as status and general living 
and social condition of women in the society. Gandhi did not oppose the good things of Western society such as the way of life or the 
status of women. Gandhi opposed irrational craze of some men for getting Western culture which is not necessary for Indian society. 
He did not agree with the traditional culture about women where women were considered as a flower and decorated themselves. Men 
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and women are equal in status but they are not identical. Gandhi said if liberation of India is possible then liberation of women is as 
much necessary. Women are the maintainers of major part in the society. 

 
‘Women’ says Gandhi is the companion of man, gifted with equal mental capacities. She has the right to participate in 
the minutest detail of the activities of man and she has the same right of freedom and liberty as he. She is entitled to a 
supreme place in her own sphere of activity as man is in his.3     

 
Women have equal status with men in the modern society. They are neither weak nor have minimum work capability. Gandhi 

said that both equally enjoy absolute equality in human life and they have equal existence, equal legal status and women should suffer 
no legal disability. Non-violence and truth is the main machine which fights against injustice and inequality between social, political 
and economic. If the Non-violence is the main weapon of Gandhi’s philosophy which is war against injustice, then women could be 
co-shares. Gandhi realizes that women are greater contributors than men to a non-violence war. Gandhi declared: “To call women the 
weaker sex is a libel; it is man’s injustice to women if by strength is meant more powers then woman is immeasurably man’s 
superior.”4    

 
Women have equal respect as men, men and women are not different but only physically different. A community and country 

in where there is no respect for women there cannot be the existence of good civilized people. Gandhi wanted development of women, 
empowerment, and weaker sections of people, slave and untouchables. Gandhi did not want to take rebirth in uncivilized society, but 
wanted rebirth only as an untouchable so that he may share their sorrows, sufferings and Endeavour to free them from that miserable 
condition. 

 
I do not want to reborn” says Gandhi, “But if I have to be reborn, I should be born an untouchable, so that may share 
their sorrows, sufferings and the affronts leveled against them in order that I may Endeavour to free myself and them 
from that miserable condition. I therefore prayed that I should be reborn again, I should not be as a Brahmin, Kshatriya, 
vaishya or shudra, but as aatishudra.5    

 
Gandhi wants to say that if he will be reborn then he should be reborn in an untouchable caste family. Because he 

understands common people that every man is respectful, nobody can be neglected. Gandhi understood that education and good 
teaching of child canimprove social injustice and progress of the country. Violence is not progression of our country. Violence can 
create social injustice and economic, political and religious inequality in the society. It is not necessary for the ideal society. Birth of 
boys and girls are equally important and there is no different dignity of child. It is only education which builds a revolutionary stage in 
the society. Gandhi protested against the dowry system. 

 
Any Young man who makes dowry a condition of marriage discredits his education, his country and dishonors 
womanhood….. 6   

 
The force of country is Youth blood who sacrifice for our country. But some are taking alcohol and they ruin their living 

being. So, actual education can remove anti-social activities, anti-racking and anti-crime.  
 

Alcohol and abuse of drug ruin the modern society. This is the cause of social injustice and creates a criminal society. Only 
the practice of truth and non-violence should be given to social justice. It is fact that the concept of equality in social, political and 
economic which give justice. Violence cannot give justice. But peace gives social justice. The might of thinking is peace; it secured 
free advocacy of truth and non-violence which is so strong in the modern society. Practice of love is the positive aspect of human life, 
and hatred and violence are the destruction of the modern society. We can say that Gandhi’s concept of social justice means social, 
political, economic, education, religion and gender equality of every human being. 
 

Gandhi strongly asserted the concepts of ideal society which is based on democratic way. The democratic way of government 
is,“of the people, for the people and by the people.”7  This form of democracy establishes human rights, equality and justice. It is true 
if there is the denial of the social and economic equality, there cannot be found political democracy. Firstly, we can say that 
democratic society is not dependent on oppression and suppression of class of people where there is the need of equality before any 
kind of law, administration and it is the moral value of the society. If there is a long time denial of the social and economic equality of 
the people, we cannot put up political democracy in the society. The system of the democracy tried to establish all human beings have 
equal rights, value, status and dignity. The ideal society is made of equality, liberty, justice and brotherhood. The form of ideal society 
is, according to the Ambedkar, “democracy means no slavery, no caste and no coercion.”8  Actual democracies are freedom of choice, 
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expression, work and live etc. Gandhi’s democratic system of society is based on Sarvodaya that means welfare of all humankind and 
welfare of everyone. Gandhi’s Sarvodaya means equal rights for everyone. Generally, in the democracy, priority of majority of 
people, everyone is not important in democratic way. But Gandhi theory of democracy, there everyone is important and part of the 
democratic body. It is truly said that the principles of “one man, one value.”9 In the true means of democracy, everyone is significant 
and gives equality in the society. 

 
In Gandhi’s Sarvodaya society, non-violence, truth, service, forgiving, love and sacrifice are the main weapons. And 

Gandhi’s ideal of democratic society is based on welfare, love, sympathy, brotherhood, non-violence and sacrifice of others. Everyone 
is human being, should exist in equality, liberty, justice and fraternity. Gandhi’s ideal society is based on democratic way whose basic 
concepts are truth, love, non-violence, mercy, sympathy, service to others, forgiving and sacrifice. So, Gandhi fought for equality and 
justice and he tried to establish ideal democratic society in the country. “This system will be the system of perfect democracy because 
this would ensure complete individual liberty and will promote individual initiative.”10  

 
Gandhi understood idea of ideal democratic society is based on village republic. The village republic means Panchayat 

system, villagers easily attain their opportunity and if any problem arise, it can solve it in the Panchayat. But today the village 
Panchayat system engages in various types of corruptions. We do not belief when a man goes to the Panchayat for solution of his land 
problem and any other matters then some Panchayat authorities do not solve this problem. For instance, today in democratic 
Panchayat system the villagers do not get justice. So, the Panchayat system is good for people, but there is the need of consciousness 
of the people like as education. For instance, one farmer needs some seed, fertilizer, medicine for his land cultivation, naturally he 
goes to govt. office for his material, and if the govt. officer demands some donation, then there the farmer cannot attain justice. So, in 
the village the first essential element is education. So, Gandhi demanded from educated youth persons to go to the village and teach 
the uneducated or illiterate villagers. If every educated person takes initiative for this work, then all can attain education, knowledge 
and society will be uplifted. 

  
Gandhi’s idea of Panchayat system is based on truth, love and non-violence. But we can understand and belief the concepts 

of social, political and economic violence will be removed from the society. The society can be ruined, if violence, hatred, war and 
bloodshed are not destroyed. Gandhi’s Sarvodaya society is the best society it is welfare of mankind and mercy for all human beings. 
It is true Gandhi’s Sarvodaya society is just society where all can attain equal opportunity and justice. Nobody can be neglected in his 
ideal society, everyone can attain equal rights, liberty, justice and brotherhood. 

 
Gandhi’s ideal society was concerned about the welfare of humankind and people had been serving whole family of the 

world who were the member of the society. It is the part of whole world of the society where human being thinks for itself and 
similarly for others. According to Gandhi ideal society is called Sarvodaya where mutually exist truth, non-violence, sacrifice, service, 
forgiving, fearlessness, equality and justice. The suffering of the human being is called as a violence, hatred, intolerance, 
discrimination, exploitation, anarchy, stealing, inequality and injustice. And the perfection of human life is love, truth, non-violence, 
peace, sacrifice, satyagraha, service and welfare of the people. It is universal and absolute being, perfection will be conquering of 
misery and narrowness.  

 
In conclusion I wanted to say that an ideal society is made by heard work of the people such as service, forgiving and 

sacrifice to others. Love, sacrifice, service and Forgiving are the traditional culture of Indians. They are the part of Niskamakarma. 
Gandhi particularly influenced by Bhagavad Gita, his ideal society is Sarvodaya society where everyone will be treated as equal 
because no man is rich and poor by birth. Gandhi wanted to form a welfare society where a last man treats as man. Welfare of all 
depend on develop of a nation and a country.  We can say that Gandhi's concept of ahimsa and satya are the two major vows which 
easily conquers another mind. 
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