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Abstract 

Jane Austen has written 6 novels which are extremely famous. The novels of Jane Austen are called Domestic Realism as 
they depict domestic life, women’s lives, concerns, ambitions and marriages. Always fascinated by the world of stories she began 
writing in bound notebooks. Using that framework, she unveiled her wit and dislike of sensibility that eventually characterize much of 
her later writing. Austen in her novels basically portrayed the picture of women which proves to be an important step in the evolution 
of the feminist movement. Her life spanned the end of one century and the beginning of another. Her novels that reflected the life of 
gentry into which she was born were published in the brief span of the Regency period and she died before Queen Victoria was 
crowned. Austen’s novels, seen by some as shallow tales of girlish gossip, deeply reflect the social mores and culture of the time. 
Austen’s heroes are inextricably bound to their heroines, the heroes’ characters are analyzed through the eyes of the women they 
loved. This present Research paper examines Austen's presentation of courtship and marriage, assessing the views expressed in her 
works in relation to the social mores of her era. 

Jane Austen enlisted all the voices of her creative imagination to explore the real world. The present article is an honest 
attempt to draw the reader's attention to the academic excellence of Jane Austen, a real writer with a literary sensibility of the highest 
intellectual quality. 
 
Keywords: Domestic Realism, Courtship and Marriage, Stereotypical Situations, Jane Austen, Feminist, Anonymous, Sense and 
Sensibility, Pride and Prejudice 
 
Introduction 

“For what do we live, but to make sport of our neighbors, and laugh at them in their turn?” 
                              (Pride and Prejudice) 
 

Novelist favourite of all the literature lovers, Jane Austen has written 5 novels which are extremely 
  
Fig-1: Jane Austen (1775-1817) 
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famous and these novels show 18th and 19th century domestic life, women’s lives, their priorities, experiences, concerns, ambitions and 
marriages. The novels of Jane Austen are called Domestic Realism.We find some stereotypical characters, stereotypical situations in 
her novels. In the first reading it looks like she writes in a very traditional conventional manner but many critics, many people have 
pointed out that Jane Austen have a subtle power,some brilliant movements where the character shines through. Some movements in 
the novel are pregnant with meanings,that is what makes Jane Austen characters and novels enduring successes.  
 
Early life: Jane Austen was born on 1775 in Stevenson, Hampshire,England .She was the seventh child and second daughter of 
Cassandra and George Austen,the Clergy Man.She had 6 brothers and 1 sister Cassandra to whom she was very close. Her father 
served as an Oxford- educated rector for a nearby Anglican parish.The family was united and the children grew up in an environment 
that emphasized learning and creative thinking. When Austen was young, she and her siblings were encouraged to read from their 
fathers’ extensive library. Over the course of her life, Austen has become particularly close to her father and older sister, Cassandra. 
She is known simultaneously as a romance writer par excellence and as a deeply ironic and skeptical social commentator. (Halsey, 
Katie 2019) 
Literary Works: Always fascinated by the world of stories, Austen began writing in bound notebooks. In the 1790s, during her 
adolescence, at the age of 15 she began to craft her own novels and wrote Love and Friendship, a parody of romantic fiction organized 
as a series of letters. It is a Burlesque on Samuel Richardson (important influence on Jane especially could be seen in Sense and 
Sensibility). That early novel was an immature work. Using that framework, she unveiled her wit and dislike of sensibility, or 
romantic hysteria, a distinct perspective that would eventually characterize much of her later writing. The following year she wrote 
“The History of England…..” a 34-page Parody of historical writing that included illustrations drawn by Cassandra. These notebooks, 
which include novels as well as short stories, poems and plays, are now referred to as Austen’s Juvenilia. She went on to write, 
developing her style of hers in more ambitious works like Lady Susan, another epistolary story about a manipulative woman who uses 
her sexuality, intelligence and charm to get her way to others. Her first mature work was Northanger Abbey but it was not published at 
that time. She began drafts of First Impression, which was later published as Pride and Prejudice and Susan, later published as 
Northanger Abbey by Jane's brother, Henry after Austen’s death. Another novel Persuasion was also published anonymously. While 
writing Persuasion, Austen condition deteriorated to such a degree that she ceased writing.  Moreover, her experience was carried far 
beyond Steventon rectory by an extensive network of relationships by blood and friendship. (Southam, Brian, C. Jane Austen English 
Novelist.2022). 
 
Publications: At 30, Austen began publishing her works anonymously. In the period between 1811 and 1816, she published under a 
pseudonym Sense and Sensibility, Pride and Prejudice (a work she called her “darling child”, which also received acclaim), Mansfield 
Park and Emma. 
 
Published Anonymously: Many of Austen's works are anonymous on the title page so as not to be associated with the negative 
stigma of being a female author. 
 
Sense and Sensibility: Austen started to write some of her major works called Elinor and Marianne. Elinor and Marianne are the 
heroines and the female protagonists of the story told as a series of letters, which was eventually published as Sense and Sensibility 
which is the first published work of Jane Austen. It was published anonymously under the name “A Lady”. This novel is in epistolary 
form. The story of Sense and Sensibility is primarily the romantic attachments, heartbreaks and marriages of the two sisters Elinor and 
Marianne. But beyond that the novel is also about social class, money issues and also the cultural dichotomy, the cultural binary 
opposition between Sense represented by Elinor and Sensibility or emotion represented by Marianne. Elinor embodies emotion, 
Marianne embodies sensitivity. Elinor can indulge her emotions; she has the power to control her feelings and emotions; have a 
vision; become stoic due to frustration or failure. She lacks self-control, self-control and emotional control. 
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Fig-2: Sense and Sensibility by Jane Austen (1811) 
 
Pride and Prejudice:  What is the book Pride and Prejudice all about Pride and Prejudice is the story of a young woman in the 
1800's, Elizabeth Bennet. The Bennet family has five daughters and all the girls are pressurized to find a rich match in the era of 
finding a rich marriage is the only thing a woman can do to secure the family's commiseration." Pride and Prejudice" is a novel of 
manners by Jane Austen, first published in 1813.The story is about the main character, Elizabeth Bennet, with the problems of 
manners, raising, morals, education, and marriage in the native society of British regency. 
 

"It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a good fortune, must be in want of a 
wife".(Pride and Prejudice) 

 
Elizabeth-The second-born of the Bennet daughters, she is charming, witty and intelligent - but the first to be sensitive. As the story 
progresses, her relationship with Mr. Darcy also grows. The course of Elizabeth's (prejudice) relationship with Darcy will overcome 
this assumption when Darcy finally overcomes his pride and causes Elizabeth to submit to his mutual love. The title Pride and 
Prejudice were taken from the Fanny Burney’s novel, Cecilia Memoirs of an Heiress. The original title was The First Impressions. In 
this novel, Elizabeth Bennett becomes prejudiced against Darcy and Darcy is proven. This novel is set in the countryside of 
Herfickshire which is outside of London. Finally, it can be concluded that her self- confidence and combination of pride and prejudice 
leads her into the worst mistakes. 
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      Fig-3: Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen (1813) 
 
Emma 
Theme: Through the fixed character in her novel, ”Emma” Jane Austen deals with various themes: attachment, love and marriage and 
thwarted love. The writer also uses them as a means of criticizing her own society in general and other societies in particular. 
Conflict in Emma: Great conflict in this novel is Emma struggles get rid of her vanity and fear of confronting her own feelings, both 
of which lead to misunderstanding those around her and intruding maliciously into the lives of others. Despite the darkness of her birth 
and her perceived lower social status, Emma decides that Harriet is a perfect match for Mr. Elton. Emma sets out to improve her friend 
in the first place, by discouraging her interest in Robert Martin, a young farmer whose family is renting land from Mr. Knightley. 
Message of the novel: The presiding message of the novel is that we must forgive Emma for her shortcomings just as she can and 
does learn to excuse the sometimes-vexing people around her. There is, I believe, more wisdom in that than in many, many more 
portentous and ambitious novels. Emma is flawed, but Emma is flawless. 
Emma- A Feminist novel: Emma may be considered a feminist novel because it focuses upon the struggles and development of a 
strong, intelligent women. 
 

Jane Austen, while writing the novel, called Emma, "a heroine whom no-one but myself will much like." 
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Fig-4: Emma by Jane Austen (1815) 

 
Death: In 1816, at the age of 41, Austen started to become ill with what some say might have been Addison’s disease. She made 
impressive efforts to continue working at a normal place, editing older works as well as starting a new novel called The Brothers, 
which was published after her death as Sandton. She died on July 18,1817 in Winchester, Hampshire, England. 
 
7 Important Facts of Jane Austen 
1.Jane Austen was born in Hampshire, England on 16th Dec,1775. 
2.Jane Austen was very close to her sister, Cassandra. 
3.Jane Austen’s first published novel was Sense and Sensibility (1811). 
4. The working title of Pride and Prejudice was First Impressions. 
5.Jane Austen dedicated her novel Emma to Prince Regent who later became King George IV. 
6.Jane Austen novels Persuasion and Northanger Abbey were published together posthumously. 
7.Jane Austen said,”3 or 4 families in a country Village is the very thing to work on”. 
 
Jane Austen influenced Feminism: Austen's novel was written when the women's rights movement began when women began to 
think about equal rights. It was an important step in the evolution of the feminist movement. Austen basically said that women are 
equal to men in all respects. 
 

Her last recorded words, the day before, were “God grant me patience, pray for me Oh Pray for me. 
 
Jane Austen Accomplishment: English novelist Jane Austen (1775–1817) wrote about unremarkable people in unremarkable 
everyday life conditions, and yet she turned such materials into beautiful works of art.  Economy, precision, and wisdom of prose 
style; a witty, humorous sympathy for her character. Her characterization and storytelling skills continue to captivate audiences. 
 
Problem Statement : Is Jane Austen one of the most prominent female writers of the era of literary realism? 
Problems of realistic depiction in Pride and Prejudice, Sense and Sensibility and Emma by Jane Austen 
 Was she a moralistic prude or an early feminist?  
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Objectives 
* To evaluate the evidence from the novels and letters on her view of the superiority of the class 
*To explore the tone and style of Austen's stories 
* To Undermine the social conventions and asserting individual rights, read with a humorous prism. 
* To show moral education and how to approach social norms. 
* To examine the indifference to the social and economic realities of colonialism, favoring her heroines. 
 
Literature Review 

Her works describe the daily realities of life in Georgian and Regency England but clearly still speak to modern, worldwide 
audiences. She is known simultaneously as a romance writer par excellence and as a deeply ironic and skeptical social commentator. 
Her style is characterized by economy, brevity, and wit, and through a series of technical innovations in the craft of writing, Austen 
transformed the genre of the novel and thus its status from the 19th century onward.( Halsey,Katie. Jane Austen’s Global Influence. 
2019). "Moreover, her experience was carried far beyond Steventon rectory by an extensive network of relationships by blood and 
friendship. It was this world of the minor landed gentry and the country clergy, in the village, the neighbourhood, and the country 
town, with occasional visits to Bath and to London—that she was to use in the settings, characters, and subject matter of her novels."( 
Southam,Brian,C. Jane Austen English Novelist. 2022). Yet in some of her novels, she comes close to acknowledging its role, as when 
she has Fanny Price raise the subject of slavery in "Mansfield Park." A research project could focus on the economic impact of 
colonialism on the landed gentry of Austen's time and assess the evidence of her attitudes about class privilege from her novels and 
letters.( Philips,Colby. Jane Austen Research). All of her heroines have to learn to overcome these limitations by developing self-
understanding and sound judgment of people around them before they have a happy ending (McMaster 1996; Tanner 2007). Because 
Jane Austen’s works involve the portrayal of the emotional, intellectual and spiritual growth of the female protagonists, they have 
often been criticized, according to Sherry (1966), for being lacking in physical action and full of socializing activities, such as 
neighbor or relative visits, picnics, and parties. 

 
Methodology  
Research Philosophy:   Interpretivism 
Research Approach:. Inductive 
Research Strategies:. Qualitative, Primary and Secondary 
Time Horizon: Cross- sectional Jan 2022- Aug 2022 
Data Collection: Questionnaire, Novels of Jane Austen, Literature Review 
The text which was selected here to work with is Sense and Sensibility, Pride and Prejudice and Emma written by Jane Austen. The 
heroines of the novels and Austen’s presentation of courtship and marriage is depicted which clearly elaborates the social mores of 
pre- Victorian Era. 
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Fig 5.1 illustrates the piechart on the percentage of Jane Austen’s Selected novels depicting courtship and marriages with 
respect to the heroines of the novels. 
 
Elinor and Marianne of Sense and Sensibility: 25% presentation of courtship and marriage. Elinor embodies Sense and Marianne 
embodies Sensibility. 
Elizabeth of Pride and Prejudice: 30% presentation of courtship and marriage. Elizabeth or Lizzy though attractive is a combination 
of both Pride and Prejudice  
Emma of Emma:  45% presentation of courtship and marriage  

 
Fig 5.2 shows the depiction of Jane Austen’s selected novels 
 
Method of Data Collection 
Information has been collected using both primary and secondary methods. The structured questionnaire has been designed for data 
collection, which consists of 20 queries relevant to the type of the information that is to be extracted from the respondents in order to 
fulfil the objectives of the study. In addition to the above mentioned primary source of information, secondary data has been collected 
through textbook, articles, research papers, reports, newspaper and internet sites. Structured Questionnaire is used. 
 
Conclusion:  While Austen received some accolades for her works while still alive, with her first three novels garnering critical 
attention and increasing financial reward, it was not until her death that her brother Henry revealed to the public that she was an 
author. Today Austen is considered one of the greatest writers in English history. The popularity of her work is also evident in the 
many films and TV adaptations of Emma, Mansfield Park, Pride and Prejudice, Sense and Sensibility. 
 

Because Austen’s heroes are inextricably bound to their heroines, the characteristics of each man will be seen through the 
eyes of the women they loved, and will, most certainly, reflect the thoughts and opinions of the woman who gave them life, Miss Jane 
Austen. The present article is an honest attempt to draw the reader's attention to the academic excellence of Jane Austen, a real writer 
with a literary sensibility of the highest intellectual quality. 

 
“Seldom, very seldom, does complete truth belong to any human disclosure; seldom can it happen that something is not a 

little disguised or a little mistaken.” 
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